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	Policy Statement:
	In order to better ensure that children who are dual language learners are acquiring the knowledge needed for them to be successful later in school and life, Delta Head Start will:


	
	

	Procedure:
	· Provide an environment of acceptance for all language and cultures;
· Serve foods that reflect cultural and ethnic preferences;
· Hire staff, when possible, who speak the home languages in each center;
· Communicate with families in their preferred language or through an interpreter, when possible; 
· Teachers complete the home language survey provided in the Teaching Strategies Curriculum to identify primary language spoken at home at the beginning of each school year.  
· Teachers asked bi-lingual parents to visit the classroom one to three days a week to talk to assist dual  language learners in the concepts being taught that week.  
· If each classroom cannot obtain a parent to work with the children, the teacher or center director will contact either the local public school or local library in search for someone to volunteer for these periods of time.
· Teachers will list the concepts on which children, with English as a second language, are to work on the weekly lesson.  They will provide the necessary materials for teaching the concepts and our bilingual helpers will teach the concepts.
· The concepts to be covered are either the concepts being taught to the entire class, individual concepts based on assessment data, and/or ones listed on the children’s ILPs/IEPs.
· Teachers will include all children in class group conversations.
· Teachers will watch for clues to what the Dual Language Learners are saying and spend time individually communicating with each child in the classroom.
· Classroom schedules will be followed and books and music from all cultures will be represented in the classroom.
· Classrooms will have an area where children can spend time alone.
· Written communications will be translated into all languages.
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