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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start will establish procedures for preventing, monitoring, and responding to COVID-19 in order to protect the health and safety of children, families, staff, and visitors served by Delta Head Start.

	Procedure:
	Guiding Principles

Delta Head Start is committed to:

· Maintaining safe, healthy learning and work environments

· Minimizing the spread of infectious diseases

· Responding promptly and effectively to COVID-19 cases or exposures

· Ensuring continuity of services to children and families
Prevention and Mitigation Strategies
A. Health Monitoring

· Staff and children shall be monitored for signs and symptoms of illness

· Individuals who exhibit symptoms consistent with COVID-19 shall not remain in the program and will follow exclusion procedures

· Families and staff are required to report confirmed COVID-19 cases or exposures to Delta Head Start promptly

B. Hygiene and Sanitation

· Frequent handwashing shall be promoted and supported

· Cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms, bathrooms, high-touch surfaces, and shared materials shall occur regularly

· Sanitizing supplies shall be accessible to staff and classrooms

C. Ventilation

· Delta Head Start shall ensure adequate ventilation in indoor spaces, including use of HVAC systems, open windows, or other appropriate methods 
D. Use of Personal Protective Measures

· Personal protective measures (e.g., masks) may be implemented based on public health guidance, community transmission levels, or specific program needs

· Reasonable accommodations shall be made for individuals with medical or developmental considerations

E. Group Management

· Delta Head Start may implement cohorting, modified schedules, or temporary classroom adjustments when necessary to reduce transmission risk

Response to Confirmed or Suspected COVID-19 Cases

· Delta Head Start shall follow public health guidance regarding isolation, quarantine, and return-to-care criteria

· Affected areas shall be cleaned and disinfected promptly

· Confidentiality shall be maintained while ensuring appropriate notifications are made

Communication

· Delta Head Start shall communicate health and safety updates to staff and families in a timely and culturally responsive manner

· Notifications regarding COVID-19 cases or exposures shall protect personally identifiable information in accordance with 45 CFR §§1303.21–1303.22
Reporting Requirements

· Significant COVID-19 incidents impacting program operations, child safety, or service delivery shall be reported to the Office of Head Start (OHS) in accordance with 45 CFR §1302.102(d)
· Required reports shall also be made to state or local health departments, licensing agencies, or other authorities as applicable

Continuity of Services

Delta Head Start shall take reasonable steps to ensure continuity of comprehensive services during COVID-19 disruptions, including modified service delivery options when necessary.

Policy Review

This policy shall be reviewed regularly and updated as needed to reflect changes in public health guidance or Head Start requirements.
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