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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start/Early Head Start will identify and support children with mental health, social emotional concerns

	
	

	Procedure:
	1. Teaching staff will review the concerns of the child.

· The Teaching Staff and Center Director meet to review social emotional curriculum techniques and discuss possible positive behavioral strategies to implement.

· Implement strategies discussed above.

· If the above procedures do not resolve the issue continue to step 2.

2. Convene a meeting with parents, center director and teaching staff.

· Review the child's strengths and behavioral concerns and possible strategies to use at home and in the classroom.

· Fill out the Request for Observation.

· Send the request to the Education Manager/EHS Manager and the Special Needs Manager.

3. A manager will schedule an observation.

· The Special Needs Manager will observe in the classroom.

· The Special Needs Manager will document observation.

4. Convene a multidisciplinary team meeting.

· The manager will meet with parents, teaching staff, center director, and education manager to discuss findings of the observation.

· The multidisciplinary team will make recommendations of next steps to be taken including observation by a mental health consultant, referral for intervention by a mental health professional.

5. If a referral to a mental health referral is warranted:

· Teachers and parents will complete and sign a Parent Permission Referral Form attached with all screenings and assessments as well any pertinent observations and send it to the special needs manager.

· The Special Needs Manager will sign and make the appropriate referral.

6. Once the referral is made:

· The mental health consultant or professional will schedule an observation in the classroom or an intake session with the parent.

· Mental health professionals will submit a mental health assessment.

· A multidisciplinary team will meet to develop a behavior plan.

*Unenrolling a child due undesirable behavior’s is prohibited.  Short term exclusion including being sent home to return the next day can only be approved by the Education, Early Head Start, or Special Needs Managers or the Program Director.  Adjustments to a child’s regular schedule can only be made by parent or behavior plan, IEP or medical plan developed by the child’s multidisciplinary team.
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