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	Policy Statement:
	Delta Head Start/Early Head Start ensures enrolled children with disabilities, including but not limited to those who are eligible for services under IDEA, and their families receive all applicable program services delivered in the least restrictive possible environment and that they fully participate in all program activities.

Delta Head Start/Early Head Start ensures the full participation of enrolled children in program services and activities; this includes children who are potentially eligible for IDEA services and children with diagnosed disabilities. A minimum of 10% of Head Start/Early Head Start children with disabilities are enrolled. Delta supports the inclusion of children with disabilities in an integrated environment by adapting the curriculum and learning activities and materials to meet each child’s individual needs.



	
	

	Procedure:
	Developmental screenings are completed on each child within 45 calendar days from enrollment, using the Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ). As a result of the screening, a determination is made as to whether the child needs to be rescreened, referred for formal evaluation, or whether no action is needed. When initial screenings are done, Delta obtains authorization from families for prompt referrals if a possible delay is identified. Children with a potential need are referred to Sooner Start Early Intervention or the Local Educational Agency (LEA) as soon as the need is suspected. In the case of dual language learners, the program will utilize the school district to assist with the screening and the sharing of results with the parents in the family’s home language. In addition to developmental screenings, Delta carries out all screenings referenced in the Head Start Performance Standards within 45 days of children’s enrollment. 

Following the assessment or evaluation, if a child is diagnosed with a special need, an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) is developed with Sooner Start or an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is developed through the LEA with participation of the parents, providers and Delta Head Start/Early Head Start staff. Teaching staff utilize the IFSP/IEP to develop goals and help plan activities for children with special needs, to the greatest extent possible. 

Delta provides training for parents and staff to support children with disabilities. Parents are encouraged to act as their child’s advocate and receive training on their rights and responsibilities under the Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Head Start/Early Head Start staff members join the family at the initial IFSP/IEP meeting, as well as the annual review. Delta provides professional development opportunities for staff regarding a variety of disabilities, including specific training to best support an individual child’s special needs.

 

Delta Early Head Start/Head Start maintains formal written agreements to ensure communication and coordination with Part B (LEA’s) and Part C agencies (Early Intervention) for the provision of services to children with disabilities. Delta Community Action Foundation has signed Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) with twenty-two Local Educational Agencies (LEAS) and with Sooner Start to support children with disabilities or suspected disabilities. 
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