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December 2, 2024

As Our House approaches the end of the year and the holiday season, we are indebted to the many individuals and foundations that have generously supported our program. For that, we say "Thank You!" As Executive Director of Our House, I have been busy working with our Staff and Board of Directors improving our Program Components in Education, Workforce Development Training, GED Programs, Ready By 21 Life skills as well as finding creative ways to take our programs offering to the next level in 2025. We are Doing Great Things and It's an exciting time at Our House!

We have revamped and modernize our administrative work, forged new Apprenticeship Partnerships to increase the program component offerings to our young men, upgraded our staff credentials as well as creating a new transitional living programs to include training in Personal Leadership Effectiveness Training and Financial Literacy.  These programs will allow us to prepare our youth with the life skills necessary for them to make successful choices and achieve their dreams after leaving Our House.  

Last year our focus was to upgrade our aging infrastructure and make the much-needed repairs to our residential dorm, administrative farmhouse, old dorm and our kitchen.  We have been able to upgrade the furniture in our residential dorm fireplace and activity rooms, counseling room, updated the youths’ rooms with dressers, rugs, desk and chairs.  We are updating the kitchen with new appliances, the old dorm which will soon be our Transitional Living Center is being updated with a new roof, flooring and painting of all the rooms.  We are updating the security of our grounds with a new front gate.
While we have made significant gains in updating our infrastructure, we still require funding to bring additional lighting to the driveway and campus parking lots, increasing program support for our young men with obtaining their driver license and driving school as well as supporting our college youth while they are in school.  
Our House continues to provide educational assistance, job training skills on and off campus, and mental health support services, successfully transforming our “at risk” youth, into confident, caring, and productive young men that are striving in college, mastering trades/apprenticeship programs, as well as maintaining their academics in high school with four to graduate next year. We encourage you to continue with us on this journey, with your continued financial support as we embrace all the new opportunities ahead.  The work before us is more important than ever, as we look forward to opening our Transitional Living Center in the new year allowing us to make an even greater impact in the lives of the young men entrusted to our care.  
[image: ]We have added a "Donation Link" to our website to assist in making contributing easy. Alternatively, you can mail back your contribution in the self-addressed stamped envelope to our office. We are sincerely grateful. Best wishes to you and your family during this holiday season.
All the best,
Beatrice Rice
Beatrice Rice
Executive Director
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