Members Present: Fr. James Gross, Don Palmiscno, Amy Elbert, Chuck Lewandowski, and Kress Germundson 
Members Absent: Brendan Kennelly, Alyce Stokke, Steph Korynta, Becky Punton, and Laurel Ann Dukart

1. Call to Order – (1900) Father Gross called the meeting to order 

2. Prayer – Father led us in prayer – Gospel reading.

3. Review of Agenda – Agenda was standard Pastoral Council Agenda

4. Standing Committee Reports
a) Pastor’s Report – Fr. Gross reported
1. Prayer Groups:
a. That Man is You – St. Mary’s is hosting this year – starting Wednesday, September 16th, evert Wednesday at 6:00 AM. 
b. She Shall be Called Woman – hosted by Holy Family starting Thursday, September 24th and following Thursdays at 6:00 AM.
c. Amayas for Young Adults – hosted by St. Michael’s
2. A Mathew Kelly book will be available for parishioners at Christmastime.
3. Weddings at St. Mary’s:
a. 2 more in 2026
b. 2 planned for 2027
4. Ignite the Mission – over 6 million pledged. St. Mary’s is ahead in percentage of their donations.

b) Parish Health/Social Concerns/Prayer Shawl Ministry- Amy reported
1. In June, sponsored a clothing and equipment drive for Catholic Charities of North Dakota.
a. Collected new and slightly used baby and toddler clothing, 2 strollers, 3 boxes of diapers and numerous supplies from St. Mary’s parishioners through a clothing box drive.
b. The drive lasted about 10 days and items were delivered to the Grand Forks office.
2. Will be again sponsoring the St. Mary’s Church Flu Vaccination Clinic provided by WelCore Health on Saturday, September 26th from 4-7p  and Sunday, September 27th from 8a-2p. The event will be held in the gym.
3. Next meeting – Wednesday, October 7th.
a. Plan Cookie Walk in December
b. Jesse Tree Project will begin Sunday, November 21st and continue through December 14th (tentatively.)
c. Considering purchasing books entitled “ABC’s of Grief”, creating a stockpile that can be given to grieving family members.
4. Prayer Shawl Ministry
a. Has given 7 shawls out to parishioners since February.
b. Are giving prayer squares out at funeral luncheons to family members that w2ould like one. Have distributed them at 5 funerals thus far.
c. We are thankful to Rena Helbling, who is crocheting and quilting the prayer shawls and Suzie Flom who has crocheted the prayer squares.

c) Religious Education – Don reported
1. Had teachers’ meeting last night.
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b. Pre-K = Monica Janassen
c. 1st = Paige Stokke
d. 3nd = Dawn Larson
e. 3rd = Dana Kennelly
f. 4th/5th = Don Palmiscno
g. 6th = Kelly Restad
h. 7th/8th = Ben Howard & Zayne Wahlstrom
i. Hight School = Fr. Gross
2. 
3. RE classes will start next Wednesday, September 9th 6:30-7:30 PM.
4. Our first Youth Group meeting will be next Wednesday, September 9th 7:30-8:30 PM.
5. We will not be having Confirmation this year as the Diocese is going into the format of:
a. Reconciliation – 2nd grade
b. Holy Eucharist – 3rd grade (3rd Sunday of Easter)
c. Confirmation – 4th grade
6. OCIA/OCIC
a. Father will provide OCIC for children that more in and haven’t been confirmed.
b. OCIA will be Tuesdays 7:30-8:30 PM starting October 20th.
7. Adoration: Wednesday evenings when RE 6-7:30 PM / Reconciliation 6-6:30 PM
d) Knights of Columbus report – Chuck reported
1. Breakfasts
a. $1,500 on August 30th breakfast.
b. Next breakfast will be Sunday, October 11th.
2. Coats for Kids – early fall and winger coats.
3. 4th Degree Rosary Rally: Town Square Saturday, October 3rd at 12:00 noon.
4. 4th Degree Service Project: clean headstones Saturday, September 12th. 
5. Possible BINGO night.
6. Next meeting Thursday, September 17th at 7:00 p.m.

e) Altar Society Report – Kress 
1. Fall Supper – Sunday, September 27th 11a-2:30p.
a. Apples and vegetable produce has been coming in – shouldn’t need any more.
b. Will make meatballs on Monday, September 14th.
c. Could use more workers on Sunday. Saturday crew is good.
2. Adult Catechism
a. Purchased books for bible study – encouraging new members.
b. Starts Tuesday, September 8th 6-7:30 PM.
c. Second meeting will be Monday, September 28th, then every 2nd and 4th Monday from 6-7:30 PM.
3. Next meeting is Monday, September 4th – make meatballs and cube bread for stuffing starting at 5 PM, pizza, and meeting.

f) Liturgy Committee Report - Fr. Gross reported
1. Father will be gone February 13/14 weekend for Marriage Encounter.
2. Looking for volunteers for Sacristan. 
a. One is needed for Sundays at 8:30 AM Mass
b. Colleen O’Hallarin is a new sacristan for the 10:30 AM Mass.
3. Next meeting will be Tuesday, September 29th at 6:00 p.m. 

g) Finance Council Report – Brendan reported
1. The server needs to be replaced: parts were ordered through Andrew Duggan - $1,500.
a. Petitioning Altar Society & KCs for new server funds. 
b. Future may be an additional resource. 
2. Roof replacement – looking for bids.
3. Day Care: 
a. Plan to be full by winter.
b. $5-10,000 per month income is expected.
4. Next meeting - Thursday, November 5th at 5:45 p.m.

5. Next meeting – Thursday, November 5th at 7:00 p.m. 

6. Closing Prayer – Father led us in the Our Father and gave us his blessing.

7. Adjournment – (x) Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted
Amy Elbert
(typed by Laurel Ann)

*Amy – “Thank you for taking notes!” Laurel Ann
