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PHILIPPINE HISTORY
F O U N D I N G O F T H E K AT I P U N A N

“No amount of
historical distortion
can change the truth
that every decision
President Noynoy
Aquino made was
oriented towards the
betterment of the
Filipino people…”
– – Vice President
LENI ROBREDO’s
tribute to the late
former president
Benigno “Noynoy”
Aquino III last June
24, 2021
“The best eulogy tribute we can pay to our dear President
Noy is to bring back, recover, preserve, safeguard, and never
again to compromise our dignity as a people and decency
of our leaders as servants, not bosses” - Lingayen-Dagupan
Archbishop SOCRATES VILLEGAS in his homily at the
funeral mass for former president Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino, the
son of pro-democracy icons Cory and Ninoy.
“Point out those offices
that are corrupt, and
let me take care of it.
Within one week, I
will do something. All
these years you were all
praises for me. Then now
you say we’re corrupt.
Where’s the corruption?
Which offices? If you
fail to point them out, I
will campaign against
you because you are not doing your duty. Do it because, if not,
I will just tell the people: Do not vote for Pacquiao because
he is a liar.” – President RODRIGO DUTERTE on Senator
and boxing legend Manny Pacquiao, who said the current
administration is three times more corrupt than the previous one.
“Magsimula tayo sa DOH. Silipin at busisiin natin lahat ng
mga binili mula sa rapid test kits, PPE (personal protective
equipment), masks at iba pa. Handa ka ba Sec. Francisco
Duque na ipakita ang kabuuan ng iyong ginagastos? Saan
napunta ang pera na inutang natin para sa pandemya?” Senator MANNY PACQUIAO, accepting President Duterte’s
challenge to name a corrupt government agency or ofﬁcial.

On July 7, 1892, in Tondo, Manila, a
group of Filipino patriots, led by Andres
Bonifacio, Teodoro Plata, Ladislao
Diwa, and Deodato Arellano, among
others, formally founded the Katipunan
(Kataas-taasang, Kagalang-galangang
Katipunan ng mgá Anak ng Bayan), an
anti-Spanish society with the goal of
gaining Philippine independence.The
Katipunan, initially a secret organzation,
had three principal aims: political, moral
and civic. The political aim was to fight
for the independence of the Philippines
from Spain. The moral aim was to teach
Filipinos right conduct, cleanliness,
and to fight against blind obedience
to religion and to overcome weakness
of character. The civic aim was to help
one’s self and to defend the poor and
the oppressed.

CHINA HAS ANNEXED THE WEST PHILIPPINE SEA AND
FORBIDS FILIPINOS FROM ENTERING PHILIPPINE
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE

“In our own fishing territory, we are the ones who are pushed
away. We feel that it’s as if we are the thieves in our own area
because the Chinese coast guard doesn’t allow us here.” FILIPINO FISHERMEN

DOMESTIC LIQUIDITY
The BSP said domestic liquidity expanded by 4.7 percent to about P14.3
trillion in May. At this juncture, the BSP
reiterated its stance to keep the monetary policy settings accommodative
to push economic activity and support
the recovery in the country.

HEADLINES
VP DUTERTE? AGAINST SPIRIT
OF CHARTER, LAWYERS SAY
Inquirer.net
‘CORRUPTION ENSUES’:
GATCHALIAN HAS ‘GRAVE
RESERVATIONS’ OVER GOV’T
TAKEOVER OF POWER GRID
ABS-CBN
FULLY-VACCINATED
SENIOR CITIZENS
ALLOWED TO GO OUT IN
GCQ, MGCQ AREAS
Rappler.com
TAGLE GETS ANOTHER
VATICAN POST
PHILIPPINE STAR
MERALCO HIKES POWER
RATES IN JUNE
GMA News
TEACHERS LAMENT
LACK OF LAPTOPS, DATA
ALLOWANCESS
Manila Bulletin
SENATORS CALL FOR
ACTION ON HUMAN
WASTE DISPOSAL IN WEST
PHILIPPINE SEA
InterAksyon
REINSURANCE BROKERS
CREATED P2.36 BILLION IN
PREMIUMS IN 2019
Business Mirror
SC CELEBRATES 120TH
YEAR WITH DONATION OF
14 TONS OF VEGGIES
Manila Standard
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R.I.P. President Noynoy Aquino III

’m out of Twitter from
grief over the death of a
Isea-green
incorruptible,”

Foreign Secretary Teodoro
Locsin tweeted. He said
Aquino was “brave under
armed attack, wounded in
crossfire, indifferent to power
and its trappings, and ruled
our country with a puzzling
coldness but only because he
hid his feelings so well it was
thought he had none”.
Supreme Court Justice
Marvic Leonen, who was
Aquino’s former peace adviser,
expressed his “profound
sadness” over the former
leader’s death. “I knew him to
be a kind man, driven by his
passion to serve our people,
diligent in his duties, and
with an avid and consuming
curiosity about new knowledge
and the world in general,”
Leonen said. Aquino, who
was succeeded by President
Rodrigo Duterte, waged an
anti-corruption agenda during
his term and ushered in key
economic reforms.
Filipino Cebuano Business
Club chairman Rey Calooy, who
represents the micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME) in
Cebu, said the country caught
the attention of global credit
rating agencies during the
Aquino administration. “The
entire MSME sector benefited

from the high investment credit
ratings of the Philippines from
the international community,”
he said.
Mayor Edgardo Labella and
former Cebu
City mayor
Tomas Osmeña
said the Aquino
family is
remembered
for their role
in helping
the country
get back into
the fold of
democracy.
Human
rights lawyer
and activist
Democrito
Barcenas Jr.
said Aquino
“had the
passion to
serve his
people…His lasting legacy
was our victory at the Hague
to protect our sovereignty
from Chinese bully which was
shamelessly squandered by
President Duterte,” Barcenas
said. During Aquino’s term,
his administration filed a case
against Chinese incursion
in the West Philippine Sea
before the Permanent Court
of Arbitration in The Hague,
Netherlands in 2013. Three
years later, during the first

week of Rodrigo Duterte’s
presidency, the Tribunal
decided in favor of the
Philippines, saying China does
not have historic rights to the
South China
Sea and that
its “ninedash line”
claim has no
legal basis.
Vice
President
Leni Robredo
was among
the public
officials
and other
members
of the
opposition
who
mourned
Aquino’s
passing. She
described
him as a good friend and a
loyal president who “tried to do
what was right, even when it
was not popular.”
Former Senator Antonio
Trillanes IV: “He gave us our
freedom” (‘Us’ refers to the
Magdalo Group, a group of
dissident soldiers who staged
the unsuccessful Oakwood
mutiny)
“When I see him, when
he calls for me when I was
Senate President and a

senator, you know what was
in his desk? In his desk always
was the Constitution of the
Philippines,” said Senate
Minority Leader Franklin
Drilon
“Si Noy ay pinili ng ating
mahal na ama na mauna sa
aming lahat na makapiling
uli ang aming mga magulang,
kasi siya ang nagpatuloy ng
kanilang mga hindi natapos,”
said Ballsy Aquino-Cruz, sister
of Noynoy
“President Aquino’s steadfast
commitment to advancing
peace, upholding the rule of
law, and driving economic
growth for all Filipinos, while
taking bold steps to promote
the rules-based international
order, leaves a remarkable
legacy at home and abroad
that will endure for years to
come,” US President Joe Biden
said, adding “I greatly valued
our time working together.”
Biden served as the vice
president of Barack Obama
during Aquino’s six-year term.
Before his death, the former
President was undergoing
dialysis when he had a
heart attack, a relative told
reporters. On the same day
Aquino died (June 24, 2021)
, Hong Kong bid farewell to
Apple Daily, a pro-democracy
newspaper shut down by the
Peoples Republic of China.

It’s official: Philippine population head count is
The Philippines has a total
with the COVID-19 pandemic
now
at
109
million
population of 109,035,343,
as a challenge to its completion
according to the 2020 Census
of Population and Housing,
which was declared official
by President Rodrigo Duterte
through Proclamation No. 1179
on Tuesday, July 6.
The presidential issuance,
released to media on Wednesday,
July 7, updates the country’s
population, which was last
captured by the 2015 Census of
Population.
It represents the total number
of persons living in the country
as of 12:01 am on May 1, 2020.
It also includes Filipinos in
Philippine embassies, consulates,
and missions abroad, according to
the Philippine Statistics
Authority.
By how much did population
grow?
Since 2015, the population
grew by 8,053,906. This puts the
annual population growth rate
at 1.63%, lower than the rate

from 2010 to 2015 which was at
1.72%.
The most populated region
in the country is Region IV-A
(Calabarzon), with 16,195,042
people living there as of 2020.
Metro Manila comes in second
with a population of 13,484,462
while Region III (Central Luzon)
is the third most populated region
with 12,422,172.
Together, these three regions
account for 38.6% of the country’s
population.

Calabarzon is
also the region that
saw the biggest
population growth
since 2015, gaining
1,780,268 more
persons.
In terms of
population growth
rate, however,
the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao saw the biggest
annual increase – 3.26% from
2015 to 2020. The lowest annual
population growth rate was
observed in Eastern Visayas,
which was at 0.50%.
The three least populated
regions are Cordillera
Administrative Region (1,797,660),
Region XIII or Caraga (2,804,788),
and Mimaropa (3,228,558).
National Statistician Dennis
Mapa said the PSA had to contend

of the 2020 census. Lockdowns
that started in March that year
greatly affected many government
programs.
“In light of the [COVID-19]
pandemic, the PSA has proudly
overcome unprecedented
challenges to collect and produce
high-quality data that are
critical in decision-making for
good governance, development
planning, risk reduction and crisis
response, social welfare programs,
and business market analyses,
among others,” said Mapa.
The 2020 Census of Population
and Housing is the 15th Census
of Population since 1903. It is
also the 7th Census of Housing
since that year. – Rappler.com

(Source: https://www.rappler.com/
nation/total-population-philippines-2020census?utm_source=onesignal&utm_
medium=notiﬁcation&utm_
campaign=2021-07-08-JUST-IN_)
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GRAFT CONVICT IMELDA MARCOS GETS
AWARD FROM CHINESE EMBASSY

he Chinese Embassy in
T
Manila and the Association
for Philippines-China

INTERNATIONAL COURT PROSECUTOR’S REQUEST TO OPEN
INVSTIGATION INTO DUTERTE DRUG WAR

T

he International Criminal
Court (ICC) Office of the
Prosecutor announced
last June 14, that it has sought
permission to open a probe into
alleged crimes against humanity
in President Rodrigo Duterte’s
bloody anti-drug campaign. It
was a farewell move by ICC
Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda, who
retired on June 15, 2021. Excerpt:
“The situation in the Philippines
has been under preliminary
examination since 8 February
2018. During that time, my Office
has been busy analyzing a large
amount of publicly available
information and information provided to us under article 15 of the Statute.
On the basis of that work, I have determined that there is a reasonable basis
to believe that the crime against humanity of murder has been committed
on the territory of the Philippines between 1 July 2016 and 16 March 2019
in the context of the Government of Philippines “war on drugs” campaign.
The Office does not take a position on any government’s internal policies and
initiatives intended to address the production, distribution, and consumption
of psychoactive substances within the parameters of the law and due process
of law, and in the present case, it is duly acting strictly in accordance with
its specific and clearly defined mandate and obligations under the Statute.
Following a thorough preliminary examination process, the available
information indicates that members of the Philippine National Police,
and others acting in concert with them, have unlawfully killed between
several thousand and tens of thousands of civilians during that time. My
Office has also reviewed information related to allegations of torture and
other inhumane acts, and related events as early as 1 November 2011,
the beginning of the Court’s jurisdiction in the Philippines, all of

Understanding (APPCU) has
picked former First Lady
Imelda Marcos as a Hall of
Fame awardee for her efforts
to promote friendly ties
between the two countries.
In a statement, APPCU,
whose chairman emeritus
is former president Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, said the Hall
of Fame category “acknowledges the prestige and stature of
the individual, and the immense effort of work the individual
has done over time as may be evidenced by the extent of
reach, impact and reception of the work(s) by communities
and societies.” Joining Marcos as Hall of Fame awardee
is former Philippine special envoy to China Francis Chua.
Marcos and Chua will receive a trophy, a plaque of recognition
and a certificate in awarding ceremonies set on August 6.
APPCU, which was only launched in January this year, said
it seeks to recognize Filipinos “who have made efforts through
time in strengthening friendly ties and promoting mutual
understanding between the Philippines and China using their
respective advocacies…” (Politiko)

PHILIPPINES RANKS LAST IN 2021 LIST OF SAFEST
COUNTRIES IN THE WOLRLD - 134 COUNTRIES SURVEYED

which we believe require investigation.” (Rappler.com)

BATAAN REAPPORTIONED INTO THREE DISTRICTS

he Global Finance’s World
T
Safest Countries 2021,
published last July 6, ranked 134

resident Rodrigo Duterte has signed a law reapportioning
P
Bataan into three legislative districts. Duterte signed on
June 24 Republic Act No. 11553, creating a third legislative

district in the province. Under the law, a copy of which made
public Monday, Bataan will be reapportioned into the following
districts in the next national and local elections:

1. First Legislative District: Hermosa, Orani, Samal, Abucay
2. Second Legislative District: Balanga, Orion, Pilar, Limay
3. Third Legislative District: Bagac, Morong, Dinalupihan,
Mariveles
The incumbent representatives of Bataan will continue to
hold office until new ones have been elected. Commission on
Election was mandated to issue necessary regulations within
60 days of the law’s approval. (NewsInfo.Inquirer)

countries, taking into account
factors such as war and peace,
personal security, and natural
disaster risk including the
“unique risk factors stemming
from COVID-19.” In the Global
Finance Safety Index, the higher
a country’s score is, the lower
its rank. Garnering a score of
14.8899, the Philippines landed
at the bottom. Global Finance
described the Philippines as
having “serious civil conflict that
have high risks from natural
disaster.” The publication noted
that the country reported a
relatively low death toll due to
the pandemic but “performed
poorly in terms of safety overall.

Countries with serious civil
conflict that have high risks from
a natural disaster such as the
Philippines, Nigeria, Yemen, and
El Salvador all reported relatively
low death tolls from COVID-19,
yet performed poorly in terms of
safety overall,” Global Finance
explained.
Alongside the Philippines, North
Macedonia, Yemen, Peru, Mexico,
Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Nigeria, Guatemala, and
Colombia are among the ten most
unsafe countries. Meanwhile,
Iceland ranked the highest in
the Global Finance Safety Index,
followed by the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Singapore,
Finland, Mongolia, Norway,
Denmark, Canada, and New
Zealand. (Yahoo.com)
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Masbate beauty Hannah Arnold
crowned Binibining Pilipinas
International 2021

he 24-year-old
Fil-Aussie beauty
won the crown on
her second try at the
pageant. Hannah
was crowned by Bea
Patricia Magtanong
last July 11 during
the pageant’s
coronation night at
the Araneta Coliseum,
Quezon City where
she bested 33 other
candidates. Hannah,
who studied forensic
science, will represent
the Philippines in the
Miss International
pageant scheduled in
late 2021.

originally scheduled for April
26, 2020 but was postponed
and rescheduled several
times because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Only 34 out of
the original 40 Binibining
Pilipinas 2020 official
candidates remained in the
competition.
Miss Universe 2018
Catriona Gray and Miss
Grand International 1st
runner-up Nicole Cordoves
hosted the event. – Rappler.
com (https://www.rappler.com/

2021: Maureen Ann Montagne,
Batangas
1st runner-up: Gabrielle
Camille Basiano, Borongan,
Eastern Samar
2nd runner-up: Meiji
Cruz, Valenzuela City
The Binibining Pilipinas
2021 is the first edition of
the pageant after the Miss
Universe Philippines
Organization announced
that it had acquired the
Philippine franchise for
Miss Universe in December
2019.
The coronation night was

Five other women were also
crowned alongside Hannah.
The 2021 Binibini queens are
as follows:
Binibining Pilipinas Grand
International 2021: Samantha
Alexandra Panlilio, Cavite
Binibining Pilipinas
Intercontinental 2021:
Cinderella Faye Obeñita,
Cagayan de Oro, Misamis
Oriental
Binibining Pilipinas Globe

entertainment/pageants/hannaharnold-crowned-binibining-pilipinasinternational-2021)

COMPLETE COURT LIST
The new set of beauty queens
will represent the country in
international pageants They are:
Masbate’s Hannah Arnold
won the Binibining Pilipinas
International title
Cavite’s Samantha Panlilio got
the Binibining Grand International
crown
Cagayan de Oro’s Cinderella
Obenita bagged Binibining
Pilipinas Intercontinental
Batangas’ Maureen Montagne
won Binibining Pilipinas Globe
Eastern Samar’s Gabrielle
Basiano is the 1st runner-up
Valenzuela’s Meiji Cruz is the
2nd runner-up
Completing the Top 13 were:
Manila’s Patrizia Garcia
Iloilo’s Karen Mendoza
Oriental Mindoro’s Graciella
Lehmann
Angeles, Pampanga’s
Francesca Taruc
Albay’s Jashmin Dimaculangan

Quezon Province’s Patricia
Babista
Rizal’s Honey Cartasano
For the special awards, the
following are the winners:
Batangas’ Maureen Montagne
won as Miss Creamsilk
Valenzuela’s Meiji Cruz won
Best in Swimsuit
Eastern Samar’s Gabrielle
Basiano bagged Best in Long
Gown
Pampanga’s Francesca Taruc
is Binibining Araneta City, the
pageant’s first
Other special awards given
were:
Nueva Ecija’s Ma. Ruth Erika
Quin won the Best in National
Costume
Davao’s Leslie Anne Ticaro
bagged Most Friendly
Bocaue’s Bianca Marcelo won
Best in Talent
Manila’s Patricia Garcia got the
Face of Binibini award

Angeles, Pampanga’s
Francesca Taruc won Miss
Alagang Silka
Masbate’s Hannah Arnold
bagged Jag Denim Queen
Olongapo’s Alexandra Garcia
won Miss World Balance
Batangas’ Maureen Montagne
got the Miss Ever Bilena award
Iloilo’s Karen Mendoza won
Miss Pizza Hut
Batangas’ Mica Rosal bagged
Manila Bulletin Reader’s Choice
Award
This year’s panel of judges
included:
Fashion designer Rajo Laurel
Broadcaster Pinky Webb
Maria Garcia, Novotel GM
Dioceldo Sy, Ever Bilena CEO
Enrique Gil, actor
Kylie Verzosa, Miss International
2016
Liza Soberano, actress
Benito Bengzon Jr., Tourism
undersecretary and spokesperson
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MEDICAL POPULISM
has defined the Philippines’ response to Covid- 19,
that’s why the country is still suffering

hat happens in the
W
Philippines matters for
the world’s efforts to contain

COVID-19. Like Narendra
Modi’s India or Jair Bolsonaro’s
Brazil, the country is ruled
by a “medical populist”—a
term devised by Philippine
physician and medical
anthropologist Gideon Lasco,
and fellow researcher Nicole
Curato, to convey how public
health crises are vulnerable
to authoritarian figures who
belittle threats, pooh-pooh
scientific data and proffer
improvised solutions.
Under President Rodrigo
Duterte, the country’s
COVID-19 containment strategy
remains a wild card, affecting
not only the Philippines itself
but the millions of workers
it exports around the world,
and the countries relying on
Filipinos to fill vital jobs as
construction workers, domestic
workers, seafarers and medical
personnel. That’s why many like
Santiago are in despair. “We’re
back to zero again,” she says.
A devastating second
COVID-19 wave
The second Philippine wave
wasn’t supposed to happen
because the country has
been undergoing one of the
world’s longest and harshest
lockdowns—a draconian
measure meant to keep it safe
in the absence of mass testing
or a widespread vaccination
program. Quarantine orders
of differing degrees have been
rolled out across the archipelago
since March 2020, enforced
by armed security personnel
in a manner described in
April by United Nations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet
as “highly militarized.” Duterte
himself has appeared on
television telling the police
and military to kill any antilockdown protesters who resist
arrest. His bloody war on
drugs had already eroded civil
liberties; now, rights groups
say, political freedoms have
deteriorated further.
Poor leadership and lack of
a coherent pandemic strategy
have added to the country’s
woes. President Duterte
disappeared from public view
as cases began to climb sharply
in March. To allay questions

From TIME.com

about his health, photos of the
president playing golf were
released in early April, but the
images conveyed an impression
of remoteness from the suffering
of ordinary Filipinos and
were widely mocked.
When he finally resumed the
weekly televised addresses to
the nation that have been such
a feature of the pandemic in the
Philippines, Duterte was only
able to offer the same solutions
he has always favored: place
affected areas under a total
lockdown, put more police on the
streets, impose stricter curfews,
and arrest quarantine violators.
“There is no imagination,”
Lasco tells TIME. It is hallmark
medical populism, which he and
his colleague define as a political
style during “public health crises
that pits ‘the people’ against ‘the
establishment.’”
According to Lasco and Curato:
“While some health emergencies
lead to technocratic responses
that soothe the anxieties of
a panicked public, medical
populism thrives by politicizing,
simplifying, and spectacularizing
complex public health issues.”
Figures like Duterte,
Bolsonaro, Modi, and former
U.S. president Donald Trump
have downplayed the impact of
the virus, spread false claims,
and touted their own bizarre
solutions to the problem,
preventing scientists and doctors
from leading the fight. As the
first wave of the pandemic
raged in India, Modi called for
festivals of light and asked the
air force to dispatch helicopters
to shower hospitals with

flower petals. Trump said
he was taking anti-malarial
drug hydroxychloroquine as a
prophylactic against COVID-19,
despite little evidence on its
efficacy against the disease and
evidence that misuse of the
drug could cause harm. Brazil’s
Bolsonaro infamously called
COVID-19 “a little flu” and has
continuously belittled mask
wearing, even though he himself
was diagnosed with COVID.
War footing
Instead of investing in testing
or ensuring a timely rollout of
vaccines, Duterte’s approach
has been to put the Philippines
on a war footing, which Lasco
describes as part of the medical
populist’s “pattern of spectacle.”
The president appears on TV
to give COVID-19 updates
while flanked by top military
brass and has appointed several
military figures to senior
positions in his campaign against
the virus. With the country
distracted by the pandemic, the
administration has also cracked
down on political opponents. On
Mar. 7, at the start of the second
wave, nine activists were shot
dead in the so called “Bloody
Sunday” raids around Manila.
Professor Ranjit Rye is a
member of a research group from
University of the Philippines
that has been monitoring the
pandemic. He says a big part of
the problem is that “scientists
are not prime movers” in the
inter-agency task force created
to handle the nation’s pandemic
response. “Scientists and
doctors are not treated as
equals,” he says. “They are just

one of the stakeholders there”—
competing, the professor claims,
with business interests who
want the economy reopened.
Going the way of India
If nothing is done to prop
up the country’s ailing health
system, Rye and his colleagues
believe the Philippines could
go the way of India—caught
unprepared by a giant surge and
hamstrung by a woeful shortage
of resources, especially health
care workers. One nurse, Czar
Dancel, tells TIME that 8 out of
his 10 colleagues are preparing
to leave the country, mostly
because of a lack of money.
He reveals that his monthly
hazard pay amounts to just 300
Philippine pesos—a little over
$6—and even then he has yet to
receive a single centavo of it.
For the time being, the
country’s pandemic response
lurches onward under its erratic,
authoritarian leader. Duterte
has recently started espousing
vaccinations as the country’s
way out of the crisis, but its
inoculation program didn’t begin
until March, using donated
CoronaVac jabs from China.
No herd immunity any time
soon
Achieving herd immunity
any time soon looks highly
unlikely. Vaccine hesitancy is
deep-rooted. Many Filipinos
are refusing to be jabbed
with Chinese-made shots and
a recent poll found that fear of
vaccination’s side effects was a
major concern.
For now, that leaves further
lockdowns and social-distancing
as the chief means of preventing
an even more severe outbreak
among an already exhausted
population.
“None of us thought lockdowns
would be this long,” says Manila
bookseller Honey de Peralta, who
stays at home with two children
and an elderly parent. “None of
us expected we would go back to
square one.”
More intimidation could also
be on the cards. On June 21,
Duterte threatened to jail anyone
refusing to be vaccinated. “You
choose, vaccine or I will have you
jailed,” he warned on television.
“We have the same set of
responses, and there’s no
willingness to acknowledge the
mistakes of the past,” says Lasco.
“It’s hard to feel optimistic.”
(Excerpted from https://time.
com/6073420/covid-philippinesmedical-populism/_)
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GMA Network interweaves romance
and psychology in
“Ang Dalawang Ikaw”
her this TV project, “It is
of intensive workshops and
really a blessing for me na
consultations for his role as
pagkatiwalaan ako ng GMA
a person with Dissociative
na mapabilang sa isang
Identity Disorder (DID),
napakagandang proyekto
believes that their show is
na ito. I am really thankful
a step towards spreading
to them for giving me the
awareness on mental health
opportunity to showcase my
issues in the country.
talent and to grow and learn
“Naniniwala ako na ang
serye namin na Ang Dalawang more as an actress.”
Completing the highly
Ikaw ay magiging instrumento
talented roster of stars
para ipaintindi sa viewers
are Jake Vargas as Lucas
kung ano ba ang tunay na
Javier, a psychiatrist’s
pinagdadaanan ng mga
assistant and Mia’s friend
taong may DID. Nais naming
who will eventually fall for
iparating sa kanila na huwag
her; Dominic Roco as Greg
tayo agad-agad manghuhusga
Perez, Mia’s protective and
ng mga tao. Hindi natin alam
paraplegic brother; Lianne
na ang mga taong ito ay may
Valentin as Jo Escobar, Mia’s
pinagdadaanan o kaya naman
ow well do you know your
close friend who wants what’s
ay mayroon na pala silang
significant other? Is true
best for her; Joana Marie
DID hindi lang natin alam
love enough to endure the trials o hindi rin nila alam dahil
Tan as Lani Delgado, Beatrice’s
of choosing to be with someone
supportive and rational
wala silang proper diagnosis
who switches personalities
friend; Jeremy Sabido as King
dahil sa kakulangan sa pera.
and lives in a world outside of
Bautista, Nelson’s friend who
Huwag tayo manghuhusga ng
yours?
is a submissive husband to
tao. Intindihin, unawain at
GMA Network brings forth
his wife. Ang Dalawang Ikaw
suportahan natin ang bawat
another progressive and
dwells on the life of Nelson
isa. Leave no one behind,” he
advocacy-driven story involving shares.
(Ken), a loving husband with
the life of a married couple
Dissociative Identity Disorder,
Rita, in turn, reveals what
and the challenges they face
and his wife, Mia (Rita). The
is the secret behind RitKen’s
brought about by a mental
successful on-screen chemistry, couple struggles to keep their
disorder in Ang Dalawang
marriage intact as they deal
“We’re so comfortable with
Ikaw, premiering on June 21.
with the challenges brought
each other and we always give
The original series features
about by the existence of Tyler
our 100% in everything we
the much-awaited return to the do, mapa-acting, hosting, or
(Ken), Nelson’s alternate
small screen of the well-loved
personality, and Beatrice
performing. I believe na Ken
tandem of Ken Chan and Rita
(Anna), his lover.
brings out the best in me and
Daniela, taking on their most
Will Mia agree with Beatrice’s
the same goes with him. Sa
mature roles yet, along with
offer to share Nelson and
tagal na namin magkasama
promising Kapuso actress Anna sa industriya, alam na namin
Tyler? Or is Mia ready to let
Vicente who is ready to spice up kung paano namin aatakehin
go of Nelson and accept Lucas
the series.
in her heart? Will Nelson be
‘yung roles namin both as
Notable for his wide-ranging
able to fight for their marriage
individuals and as a tandem.
and challenging roles, Ken
especially when Tyler is slowly
I’m really happy and excited to
is all set to showcase his
be working with him in a series taking control of his entire
remarkable acting prowess
being?
again.”
as he breathes life into the
The engrossing drama is
Meanwhile, Anna expresses
characters of Nelson Sarmiento, her gratitude to the Kapuso
under the supervision of
Mia’s dutiful husband who is a
the GMA Entertainment
Network for entrusting
senior graphic artist, and his
alter personality, Tyler Franco,
the hot-headed gun dealer and
How well do you know your
fiancé of Beatrice. Rita plays
significant other? Is true love enough
the strong-willed and familyoriented wife of Nelson, Mia
to endure the trials of choosing
Perez-Sarmiento; while Anna
to be with someone who switches
portrays the role of Beatrice
Ilustre, a two-faced gun dealer
personalities and lives in a world
who goes to great lengths all for
outside of yours?
the sake of love.
Ken, who underwent a series

H

Group headed by SVP for
Entertainment Group Lilybeth
G. Rasonable, FVP for
Drama Redgie A. Magno, SAVP
for Drama Cheryl Ching-Sy,
Program Manager Dennis Joi
K. Bentulan, and Executive
Producer Arlene D. Pilapil.
Together with the guidance
of Dra. Bernadette Arcena as
Ken’s Consultant Psychiatrist,
the series is a product of the
visionary minds of GMA’s
award-winning creative
team - Creative Director Aloy
Adlawan; Creative
Head Suzette
Doctolero; Creative
Consultant Denoy
Punio; Concept Creator Geng
Delos Reyes-Delgado; Head
Writer Lobert Villela; Writers
Geng Delos Reyes-Delgado
and Jake Somera; and
Brainstormer Cynthia Paz.
Catch the world premiere of
Ang Dalawang Ikaw - produced
by the Drama Unit of the
Entertainment Group of
GMA, under the helm of
esteemed director Jorron
Lee Monroy and associate
director Ralfh Malabunga beginning June 21.
Viewers abroad can also catch
the program via GMA’s flagship
international channel, GMA
Pinoy TV. For the program
guide, visit www.gmapinoytv.
com.
For more stories about the
Kapuso Network, visit www.
GMANetwork.com.

July-August 2021

www.onepinoy t x.com

11

12

www.onepinoy t x.com

July-August 2021

CONGRESSMAN AL GREEN

Invest in American infrastructure

Package passes House with Green amendment requiring a national
drinking water standard for chromium-6, funding for local
infrastructure projects
exposed to unsafe levels of
ast July 1, 2021,

L
Congressman Al Green
released the following

statement on the passage of the
Investing in a New Vision for
the Environment and Surface
Transportation (INVEST) in
America Act in the U.S. House
of Representatives:
Background:
Chromium-6 is a naturallyoccurring chemical, most
prevalent as a byproduct of
industrial processes. Exposure
to this harmful agent can
cause reactions as mild as skin
irritation or lesions, or as lifethreatening as ulcers, damage
to the kidneys, liver, as well
as circulatory and nervous
tissue, or cancer. Chromium-6
is a nationwide problem, with
estimates of more than 200
million Americans potentially
exposed to unsafe levels of
the chemical according to
the Environmental Working
Group. Public health officials
and scientists have indicated
that health risks caused by

chromium-6 exposure begin to
increase at levels that exceed
0.02 parts per billion. Drinking
water in certain neighborhoods
of Alief in Houston, Texas,
have tested as high as 6.7
parts per billion – more than
300 times the threshold.
Congressman Al Green
said in a statement, “Since
2016, I have insisted on
environmental justice for my
Alief constituents who have
been affected by alarming

What are EPA’s drinking water regulations for
chromium? EPA has a drinking water standard of 0.1
milligrams per liter (mg/l) or 100 parts per billion
(ppb) for total chromium. This includes all forms of
chromium, including chromium-6. Water systems
are required to test for total chromium. The current
standard is based on potential adverse dermatological
effects over many years, such as allergic dermatitis
(skin reactions). EPA regularly re-evaluates drinking
water standards and, based on new science on
chromium-6, began a rigorous and comprehensive
review of its health effects in 2008.

levels of chromium-6 in their
drinking water supply. There
has not been a safe drinking
water standard for this known
carcinogen. In 2019, I and 11
of my colleagues wrote to the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) calling on the
agency to establish a safe
drinking water standard for
chromium-6.”
Congressman Green
continued, “Now – nearly
two years since our letter to
the EPA and under a new
administration – the House
has passed the INVEST in
America Act, including my
amendment which requires the
EPA to establish a national
primary drinking water
regulation for chromium-6. The
regulatory requirement must
be established no later than
two years from the date of the
law’s enactment. I submitted
this amendment, keeping at
the forefront of my mind the
constituents I proudly serve in
Alief, Houston, Texas, as well
as a total of more than 200
million Americans potentially

chromium-6.”
“The INVEST in America
Act also allocates funding
for projects advocated for
by Members of Congress. I
am eager to announce that
all three of the projects my
congressional office submitted
for consideration have been
included for funding in the bill
passed by the House. These
projects include: $11 million for
Fondren Road Reconstruction
with Transit and Pedestrian
Enhancements; $5 million for
Missouri City/Beltway 8
Transit Facility; and $4
million for Meadowglen West
Complete Street Project. That
is a total of approximately $20
million coming to my
congressional district for
infrastructure. These projects
will improve the everyday lives
of my constituents, making it
easier and safer for them to
traverse their communities.”
Congressman Green
concluded, saying, “I thank my
colleagues for their support
in passing my amendment
to the INVEST in America
Act, and I am honored that
the amendment, as well as
the overall bill, have passed
the full House. I am also
pleased that the Biden-Harris
administration has prioritized
infrastructure and I look
forward to the improvements
and opportunities these dollars
will bring to my congressional
district if enacted. Now, the
Senate must do its part by
passing this comprehensive
infrastructure package and
getting it to the President’s
desk for a signature.”
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O NE PHILIPPINES TEXAS joins the
Alliance of Minority Media in Texas

he International Trade
Center (ITC) in Houston,
through its Community
Empowerment Organization
spearheaded a pioneering
initiative of uniting minority
media in the State of Texas.
Built on the premise that the
collective minority communities
are fast growing, and now
forming most of the population,
the need to disseminate
relevant information becomes
imminent. Most of these
communities are driven by
uniting and promoting their
members to have access to
information from the state
and federal government.
Luckily, each community has
a media outlet that serves
as an access to its members.
These minority media outlets
serve as a platform to empower
communities to access available
resources.
One July 2, 2021, a concept
presentation to organize the
Alliance was held at the ITC
in Houston. This meeting
was attended by select Texas
legislators in the Senate
and Congress. The theme of
the meeting was centered
on “Together, we make a
formidable force, An Alliance to
be reckoned with!”
Dr. Tina Edebor, ITC
Executive Director did the
opening remarks and guest
introductions. Wea H. Lee, who
is the Chairman of the Board
delivered the welcome remarks,
followed by government official
introductions.
The Alliance of Minority
Media believes that at such

By Ryan Tejero

a time like this, media
professionals must unite to
leverage the numbers and
provide the minority population
with a voice. International
Trade Center (ITC) Community
Empowerment Organization
proposes uniting by forming
an Alliance of Minority Media
to extend individual reach and
support to various communities.
During his speech,
Congressman Al Green said,
“When you come together, you
can do things together that
you cannot do individually.
I encourage everyone in the

meeting to decide when to meet
again to keep the movement
going and to sustain the
gained momentum achieved
by the members of the group
here today. There are a lot
of things going on in the
congress at this time. There
was legislation that was passed
today.” Congressman Green
pointed out the chromium 6
content in the water in Texas.
He discussed about the press
release that was sent out to
address the no standard of
chromium level in the State of
Texas. He said that he would be

happy to share to the Alliance
important information such as
like this to share to the public.
In his social media post
following the event, Texas
State Senator District 15
John Whitmire said “I enjoyed
meeting with many members of
the Texas Alliance of Minority
Media. They play a critical role
in our diverse community.”
One Philippines Texas
News publisher Bhong Zausa
expressed that he will maintain
his active involvement in future
activities of the Alliance. He
will also continue to dedicate
the monthly publication of One
Philippines Texas to benefit the
Filipino American community
in Texas to access valuable
information such as important
legislations or issues that may
directly impact the community.

CONGRESSMAN
AL GREEN: “When
you come together, you
can do things together
that you cannot
do individually. I
encourage everyone in
the meeting to decide
when to meet again
to keep the movement
going and to sustain
the gained momentum
achieved by the
members of the group
here today.”
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Fil-Ams grieve PNoy passing,
pay tribute to reluctant president
W

e bid Godspeed
and farewell to
a good and humble
president who fought
the good fight and kept
the faith.

Benigno Simeon “Noynoy
or PNoy” Aquino III was
a reluctant candidate who
never aspired to be President
but was carried by a massive
outcry against a corrupt
government and a wave of
sympathy that accompanied
the death of his popular
mother President Cory. He
won overwhelmingly against
his predecessor Joseph
Estrada and several other
candidates. His numerous
supporters in the US gave
him a landslide victory.
His untimely death at age
61 has drawn a massive
outpouring of sympathy
from friends and supporters
in 50 states in the form of
social media posts, memorial
webinars, masses and
novenas, TV specials and
tributes.
The incorruptible PNoy
delivered on his promises
to his “bosses”, the Filipino
people, with great love,
dignity and respect. He was
not a perfect president (who
is?) and he had faults (who
doesn’t) but he distinguished
himself as an unselfish
leader who exemplified
honesty, integrity, decency
and sincerity. And he had

By Gus Mercado

tremendous
respect for
human life.
Under his
stewardship,
the Filipinos
were in a good
place, wellrespected in
the world, with
decent leaders
and a strong
economy. He
earned global
respect for his relentless
fight against corruption
and an economic growth of
6.9 percent surpassing his
predecessors. He grew the
economy from $198 billion

when he took over to $320
billion when he left. Even his
successor President Rodrigo
Duterte openly acknowledged
that PNoy’s administration’s
economic programs had done
very well in its economic
programs.
One of his many crowning

achievements is suing China
in the International Tribunal
and winning, giving the
Filipinos a real and moral
standing in the world as a
sovereign nation and rightful
owners of the territories in
the West Philippine Sea.
PNoy was humble to a fault
and did not fight back against
critics, just taking the unfair
attacks in stride and relying
on his belief that truth always
prevails in the end. According
to Vice President Leni
Robredo, “Noynoy insisted on
doing what was right, even if
it was not popular.”
′′ My dream is simple,”
said the humble president.
“When God calls me and says
finished or unfinished, pass
your paper, I will be proud

The incorruptible
PNoy delivered on
his promises to
his “bosses,” the
Filipino people,
with great love,
dignity and
respect. He was
not a perfect
president and he
had faults, but
he distinguished
himself as an
unselfish leader
who exemplified
honesty, integrity,
decency and
sincerity
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Practice fireworks
safety this July

M

to say that I left this world
better than what I went
through, and happier than
when I came.”
My family and I were
fortunate to have crossed
paths with him, as well
as with his parents Ninoy
and Cory, who graced the
Filipinos in Texas with
their presence during their
brief stay in the US in the
early ‘80s. Our Texas PACC
Trade, Investment and
Humanitarian missions to
the Philippines were very
successful because of the
very strong support that we
got from PNoy, his cabinet
officials and his technocrat
diplomats led by Ambassador
Jose L. Cuisia. On a personal
note, I was humbled by the
honor that he bestowed on me
(along with other presidential
awardees) as recipient of
the coveted Presidential
BANAAG Award in 2014.
PNoy, we will never forget
you.

any of us will be gazing up at the
night sky on Independence Day to
admire the sparkles and to spend quality
time with friends and family. Fourth of
July celebrations are always fun, but
they can easily take a wrong turn if the
fireworks purchased were not what you
expected. According to the Consumer
Product Safety Commission, approximately
15,600 individuals were treated in hospital
emergency departments in 2020, and out
of those, at least 18 died from their injuries.
Better Business Bureau serving Central East
Texas urges consumers to be fully prepared
and to shop with care.
“If your family is planning on celebrating
at a private party where fireworks will
be present, remember, fireworks can
be dangerous, Mechele Agbayani Mills,
President and CEO of BBB Serving Central
East Texas said. “So make sure you
purchase fireworks from reputable retailers
and promote fireworks safety at all times.”
BBB recommends the following tips
to have an injury free Independence Day
celebration with your friends and family:
Do your research. Fireworks are usually
sold on a roadside stand or at a temporary
location. Go to bbb.org to find a reputable
seller. Keep your proof of purchase and the
original packaging in case something goes
wrong.
Know your surroundings. Be mindful of
where you will be using the fireworks. Make
sure fireworks are legal within your area
before using them. Crowded subdivisions
may pose a risk, as well as areas with a lot
of vegetation that may spark a fire. Check
to make sure your county is not in a burn
ban, because you could face a hefty fine if
caught shooting fireworks of any kind.
Read the instructions and understand
how to use them. Make sure you
understand how to properly use the
fireworks to avoid any damage to your
property or injuries to yourself or others.
Remember all fireworks can be dangerous
if misused, so be sure to read and follow
the instructions completely before igniting.
Never stand over fireworks, light one at a
time and quickly move to a safe distance
immediately after lighting the firework.
Keep a close eye on children. Always
have adults supervise firework activities
and never allow young children to play
with or ignite fireworks. According to the
United States Consumer Product Safety
Commission, parents don’t realize that
young children suffer injuries from sparklers
which burn at temperatures of about 2,000
degrees – hot enough to melt some metals.
Discard appropriately. After the fireworks
complete their burning, douse the firework
with water before discarding to prevent a
fire.
The United States Consumer Product
Safety Commission and BBB urge the
following to reduce firework-related injuries:
Avoid buying fireworks that are
packaged in brown paper because it’s
often a sign the fireworks were made for
professional displays and could pose a
danger to consumers.
Never try to re-light or pick-up fireworks
that have not ignited fully.
Never point or throw fireworks at another
person.
Keep a bucket of water or garden hose
nearby.
Never carry fireworks in a pocket or
shoot them off in metal or glass containers.
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ur Philippine
O
community held multiple
celebrations starting with the

painstaking transport of a
near-century-old “Kalesa”
(horse-drawn carriage) from
its Lantana quarters to
the Philippine Consulate
in Houston where
it was notably featured during
the Consulate’s June
12th ceremonies. On the day
itself, Consul General Jerril
Santos presided over the solemn
event in Houston, the Filipino
Leaders Coalition of North Texas
held a flag-raising ceremony in
Carrollton, a live virtual event
with moving poetry reading
from our community in Rio
Grande Valley, Karilagan
Cultural Group performs the
Tinikling live on network
TV in San Antonio, young
leaders of MALAYA held a
picnic in Richardson, Filipina
queens held court with Miss
Philippines Universe 2021 in
Dallas, and many more from
organizations across Texas
where our chamber regions
were prominently represented.
This June newsletter is rich
with photos, clips, and stories
about these events, features, and
many more. We hope you enjoy
this issue. Happy Philippine
Independence Month!

www.onepinoy t x.com

PACC Journal
The month of June carries special significance
in so many quarters:  June brides, summer
heat, family vacations, and a lot of history,
such as Juneteenth, Pride Month, and for the
Philippine community, Philippine Independence
celebrated on June 12th.
Phil-Am Chamber of North Texas Sponsors
Filipino Martial Arts Training

Kalesa... in Houston!

PHOTO GALLERY

By Gus Mercado

s a noteworthy contribution
A
to the celebration of Asian
American Heritage Month,

the Philippine Chamber North
Texas Region chose to stage
a workshop and hands-on
training on the basic Filipino
Martial Arts, commonly known
as Arnis or Kali. It is also a very
timely project in light of the

rash of hate crimes and racial
sentiments against Asians in the
U.S., caused partly by the spread
of COVID-19 which uneducated
people unfairly attributed to the
Chinese and Chinese-looking
Asians. Violence against Asians
including Filipinos has reached
new highs during the pandemic
year.

UPCOMING EVENTS

A

Historically, owning a
Kalesa in the Philippines in
the 18th century is like owning
a luxurious car of today.This
beautiful, close to century-old
Kalesa is now displayed in
its new home - the Philippine
Consulate General in Houston.
Thanks to the generosity of Gus
Mercado and Dallas Honorary
Consul Ethel Mercado.I’m
proud to have witnessed the
historic installation of the
authentic Kalesa (shipped from
the Philippines more than two
decades ago) and the signing of
the deed of donation.

July-August 2021

Summer Paaralang Pilipino

s part of The Filipino
American Association of
Brownsville, Texas Education
committee’s project, we are
conducting our first “Summer
Paaralan Pilipino 2021” for
FREE starting on Monday,
July 19th and ending on
Saturday, July 24th which is
the recognition day.
The FILAM Summer Paaralan
Pilipino is in collaboration
with the Philippine American
Chamber of Commerce-Rio
Grande Valley (PACC-RGV)
which is open to all children
ages 7 to 12years old above
and the schedule of classes is
from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.
The registration application
is now available and please
see attached document. We
are also appealing to our
Filipino community to please
help us disseminate the said
information.
The deadline for submission
of registration is June 30th and
for more information, please
contact Nildz Henson (512981-7539) or Olive Modesto
(956-293-8662).

Consul General Jerrill Santos
accepts the donation from Gus
and Ethel Mercado. The event
was witnessed by officers of the
Philippine American Chamber of
Commerce of Texas, led by State
Prtesident Rowena RaroqueWatters

July-August 2021
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MAX’S RESTAURANT HOUSTON
GRAND OPENING

ax’s Restaurant Houston
M
celebrated its Grand
Opening last July 6, 2021, a

Tueday, just 3 months after
its soft opening last March
29, 2021. Fr. Jojo Cal-Ortiz of
the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston Catholic Chaplain
Corps blessed the entrance
to the restaurant, followed by
the cutting of the ribbon with
franchise owner Marie de
Guzman, the Consul General
of the Philippines Jerril G.
Santos, and Bill Rodgers of
Max’s Restaurants USA. Mr.
Rodgers is a grandson of
Maximo Gimenez, the founder
of Max’s Restaurant.
A private reception followed
for the invited guests, which
included the staff of the
Philippine Consulate General
Houston and local business
and community leaders. Max’s

Restaurant Houston was
officially opened to the public
starting at 12 noon, and is now
offering the full Max’s menu.
The restaurant is located at
8011 Main St., Suite 100,
Houston, TX 77025, and their
phone number is 713-664-7227.
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Uniting the World in Faith
B

Jehovah’s Witnesses Hold Global Virtual Event in 240 Lands, 500+ Languages

thrive even during a pandemic,”
said Robert Hendriks for Jehovah’s
Witnesses. “Our faith will continue
to unite us in worship — even
virtually – as millions gather in
private homes around the world
to enjoy a powerful and inspiring
spiritual program.”
All are invited to attend the event
by going to jw.org on the web or
JW Broadcasting on the free JW
Library iOS or Android App, or on
streaming platforms like Roku TV,
Apple TV, and others. The program
is free and accessible to all. The
schedule for download and global
streaming is listed below.

reaking a centuryold tradition in the
name of health and safety,
the largest convention
organization in the world
has moved its annual inperson event to a virtual
format for the second time
in as many years, canceling
nearly 6,000 conventions in
240 lands.

For many years, summers in
the Greater Houston area featured
Jehovah’s Witnesses streaming
into cities to take over hotels and
fill restaurants as they held their
conventions at various venues,
including Houston’s NRG Stadium
and the Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in Rosenberg.
In 2020, the pandemic
unexpectedly interrupted that
tradition, moving the international
religious organization to cancel inperson conventions throughout the
world and launch a global virtual
event. This was a first for Jehovah’s
Witnesses, who have held public
conventions in stadiums, arenas,
convention centers, and theaters
around the world since 1897.
“Powerful by Faith!” is the
theme of the 2021 global event,
which will be delivered in more

than 500 languages to households
throughout the globe over six
weekends during July and August
2021, uniting some 15-20 million
people in 240 countries. Since
the convention is typically held
from Friday through Sunday, the
program will be available in six
installments corresponding to
morning and afternoon sessions.
“Friday” morning’s session will be
available for streaming or download
beginning June 28, 2021.

Jaime Alanis assisted in
coordinating conventions of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Houston
and Rosenberg and says that
although he misses the in-person
fellowship, he is looking forward
to the virtual program. “I truly
appreciate the opportunity to
enjoy the program at home
with my family without any
interruptions and enjoy the
ability to pause and rewind so as
to not miss a moment,” Alanis
said.
Jose Rosas of Houston
appreciates the timely support
of the virtual convention. “This
loving provision is keeping us
safe, and providing the booster
shot of encouragement we all
need,” Rosas said.
The continued risk of bringing
thousands of people together in
cities around the world prompted
the organization to opt for a
virtual platform for the second
consecutive year. However,
the move has not curbed the
enthusiasm for the annual event.
Congregations around the
world are inviting the public
to join them in this historic
occasion.
“Faith has helped our global
brotherhood to continue to

PROGRAM DAY
DATE A VAILABLE FOR
STREAMING OR
DOWNLOAD FROM JW.ORG
DATES CONGREGATIONS
AROUND THE GLOBE WILL
UNITEDLY BE VIEWING THE
PROGRAM

Friday Morning June 28 July 3, 4
Friday Afternoon July 5 July 10, 11
Saturday Morning July 19 July 24,
25
Saturday Afternoon July 26 July 31
August 1
Sunday Morning August 9 August
14, 15
Sunday Afternoon August 16
August 21, 22
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FIL-AM BUILDERS: Leaders and Organizations

MARIA EMEE NISNISAN
Houston Royal Oaks Lions Club
By Ryan Tejero

eading a Lions Club is
L
pursuing a life to serve
others. For Lion Maria Emee

Nisnisan, not even the pandemic
can stop her from coordinating
and initiating projects to
address the needs of fellow
frontline heroes, essential
workers and the community.
Her strong affiliation with
Houston Royal Oaks Lions Club
(HROLC), active involvement
and partnership with other
organizations gave her the best
platform to express her passion
of serving the community.
Early on this year, Lion Emee
with the HROLC Lions and
supporters initiated the Covid
19 Education and Preparedness
Campaign to raise awareness
about the pandemic and prevent
the spread of the virus. With the
help from Houston Unity Lions
Club and Gawad Kalinga Texas,
HROLC was able to collect in
kind donations and purchase
the much-needed N95, KN 95,
sanitizers, gloves and cleaning
products to donate to hospital
emergency rooms, ICU units
and other institutions that are
handling COVID 19 patients.
As HROLC’s PPE Drive gains
more popularity and success,
Lion members, families and
friends were also encouraged to
donate and raise more funds,
collect fabrics, cut the fabrics
and delivered the ready-to-sew
cloths to the sewing warriors
to make the much-needed face
masks. A dedicated facebook
page was created, which resulted
to increase member engagement
and the flow of monetary and
in-kind donation from the

general public. Consequently,
the campaign expansion
had reached out
and donated to
more hospital
beneficiaries such
as the Methodist,
St. Luke’s,
Hermann Memorial,
West Houston
Medical Center,
Nursing Homes,
Medical Clinics,
VA in the Medical
Center (ER and
ICU units), and
many more. Along
with Covid 19
Relief Efforts and
Campaign, HROLC
also organized and sponsored
appreciation lunches to benefit
the Police Officers, healthcare

teams and other essential
workers. More Lion members,
volunteers and
friends also
delivered hot
meals, cloth
masks, gloves,
sanitizers, face
shields to the
vulnerable elderly
population and
families in need.
With the
$10,000 grant
from Lions Clubs
International
Foundation,
HROLC and
Lions of District
2-S2 were able to
purchase additional PPE’s
for distribution to different
counties namely: Harris, Alief,

Montgomery, Hardin, Magnolia,
Chamber, Fort Bend, Liberty,
Walker, Waller San Jacinto, and
Liberty. PPE items purchased
were sorted out and picked up
in the distribution site hosted
by Royal Oaks Medical Home
and Wellness Clinic in Sugar
Land.With the strong support of
local business owners, who were
eager to partake in preparing
hot meals to show appreciation
for essential workers, HROLC
doubled up its energy to deliver
meals to hardworking nurses
and healthcare workers in
the nursing homes, clinics,
hospitals and law enforcement
stations in the Greater Houston,
surrounding areas and other
parts of the globe to include
hospitals in Manila Philippines.
During the February Texas
winter freeze, HROLC responded
to the call to provide relief
assistance to the victims. More
than 500 care packages that
contained canned goods, bread,
ready-to-eat meals, blankets,
clothes, toilet papers, face
masks, sanitizers and other
basic items were distributed to
displaced families affected by the
Apartment Fire in Bellaire and
other parts in Houston.
In an interview with Lion
Emee, she said, “We are
thankful for the additional
$2000 grant from Lions Clubs
International Foundation which
we used to purchase more hot
meals and needed relief items for
those who lost power during the
winter freeze.”
When asked how she and her
group were able to generate
their resources and donations,
Lion Emee simply smiled and
answered, “We do it from the
heart. I am very blessed to
belong to a group of Lions,
families and friends who
are loving, compassionate,
outstanding leaders in their own
fields of expertise/profession,
those who are able and willing to
make a difference and help uplift
lives.”
On May 22, 2021 Lion Emee
received another Lions Clubs
International President’s
Medal during the Texas Lions
State Convention in Waco,
with more than 500 people in
attendance. She was recognized
for her outstanding service
to Lions Clubs International,
and in showing excellent
service – United in Kindness
and Diversity. Lion Emee is
a Registered Nurse and the
Practice Administrator at the
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Royal Oaks Medical Home and
Wellness Clinic. She is married
to Dr. Josier M. Nisnisan, a
mother to 4 outstanding young
women, a grandmother and
caring for her parents in law.
Lion Emee’s remarkable
track record of community
leadership is shown by her
numerous awards and honors
received: Champion of Change
at the White House in 2012
for providing health care to
the under-served communities
and organizing families to
serve various causes; Top 10
Outstanding Filipino American
Women Leaders In Texas
2021, Top 30 Most Influential
Women in Houston 2018,
Excellence in Community
Service Award Year 2019,
Outstanding Filipino Nurse
Award 2008, Community Angel
of Houston 2007, Certificate
of Congressional Recognitions,
and multiple Lions Awards and
Commendations. This year, she
was elected to serve as one of
the Trustees to the Lions Eye
Bank of Texas.
Interested to become a Lion?
Start your own Lions Club
and/or support the Houston
Royal Oaks Lions Club, please
contact Lion Past President
and Membership Director Lion
Emee Nisnisan at lionemee88@
gmail.com
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ABOUT THE COLUMNIST:
Ryan Tejero was recently named as
one of the 2021 Outstanding Asian
Americans by USP4GG Michigan for his
journalism work and media advocacy
in the Filipino and Asian American
communities. He is a columnist-writer of
Chicago’s award-winning newsmagazine,
The Via Times, and One Philippines
Texas. From 2012-2016, Ryan
became the publisher and editor of the
newsletter of the National Federation of
Filipino American Associations, which is
based in Washington D.C. In 2016, Ryan
co-founded and became the editor of
the first “Pinoy sa Romania” newsletter.
From 2014-2015, Ryan wrote a monthly
column featuring Filipinos around the
world in Planet Philippines/PASA Pinoy
newsmagazine based in Melbourne,
Australia.
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Hermione’s Collection

July-August 2021

Summer Fashion Show 2021

hank you so much to
T
all of the attendees and
supporters of our very first

fashion show! None of this
would have been possible
without everyone’s support!
We would also like to give a
special heartfelt thanks to
our:
Sponsors:
Psn Houston
Asida Paris
Jazzy France Houston
Romulo Jugueta
Smith Family
Dwayne & Jeralyn Rankin
Shasha’s Collection
Jericho Concepcion of Nest Finders
Property Management
Angel Drake-Anderson
Manolo Hernandez
Mr. Wellington
Lani Cabral Pasao of Angels over us
Peta-gay Ledbetter
Dhang Quiambao Ibardaloza Reyes
Rose Marie Morales
Leni Serrano
Palacio family of Villa Palacio
Design and Modeling - 210 273 2759
Lizel Diloy of Realty Solution - 210
273 2759
Realty World Elite Group - Emmy
Rhoades - 713 291 5787
TJ Filipino Cuisine - 713 436 5030
Filtex Company- 713 777 0090
NuBlu Water Tech by Keny
Montemayor - 832 814 9860
Ann Tongo of Tuscany Living
Villas - 281 574 9724
Lynn’s Beauty Innovation - 281 827
2527
Robert Dams Keating Honda - 936
243 4144
Bernadette Staples Malias’s - 832
359 9878
- Website: Hulahut .com

Ellaine Grace Sangel
Leizer
Event Coordinator:
Miles Royales of Glam Lane Events
Supplies
Event Designer:
Events Art By Liezl - 346 946 6346
Emcee:
Angel Drake-Anderson

Models:
Marivic Shasha Milton
Trixie Jay Reyes
Himi Haridas
Ellaine Grace Sangel
Mae Ann Padua
Yvette Alfafara
Stella El Navarro
Feb Amethyst
Jess Zamora Brown
Jessyle Payne
Stella Marie Camaya
Anya Mihova
Carol Ferrer
Myra Jensen
Sheila Bernabe
Savannah Martinez

Photographers:
phrance photography
Nick Anderson Photography
Jacob Martinson

Production Team:
Producers:
Emma & Arnold Agustin of
Hermione’s Collection

DJ:
Ferdie - 832 908 4393

Make up:
Mary Eve - 713 367 3493

Video (Live Cam/Projectors/Lights):
Phyl Delos Santos & Joe - 832 860
6947
Psn Houston

Food:

Performers:
Tony Dinamling
Connie
Aiyanna Faye
Alexandra Nicole

Posters:
Patrick Bellen

July-August 2021

www.onepinoy t x.com

Consumers Report Flint-Based
Antenna Company Sends
Mixed Signals

A

n East Texas-based online
business that sells indoor
and outdoor HDTV antennas
displayed a pattern of complaints from
customers who say they have been
frustrated in their efforts to get the
items they ordered and for refunds
for defective or missing merchandise.
BBB Serving Central East
Texas advises caution when
dealing with AntennaDeals.
com, which lists an address
in Flint, TX. AntennaDeals.
com markets its website and
products extensively on social
media sites.
Consumers report receiving
defective products, a lack
of communication after
purchase has been made and
a failure to provide refunds
even after a defective item
was returned to the company.
BBB has received 372 complaints
within BBB’s three-year reporting
period. Complaints come from
Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, Washington, West
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. The
company has an “F” Rating, the lowest
on BBB’s scale.
“The company’s website claims
a two-hour response time and a
100% satisfaction guarantee on their
products,” Mechele Agbayani Mills,
President and CEO of BBB Serving
Central East Texas said. “Unfortunately,
we are receiving numerous claims
where it appears this has not been the
case.”
One California man said, “I emailed,
I left messages, and I did everything to
work with them. They claimed to have
a guarantee, but they weren’t willing to
live up to it.”
“I would just recommend not doing
business with them because they
don’t answer their phones, they don’t
answer any emails, there’s just no
correspondence at all, and even though
they did receive the returned product
they offered no refund...nothing,” one
Texas woman said, “But luckily for me,
my bank refunded me. AntennaDeals
did not. I would not recommend them
to anyone at all!”
BBB has made several attempts to
contact Management of AntennaDeals.
com to address the pattern of
complaints but has not received any
response.
BBB offers the following tips for
consumers ordering items online:
Know the advertiser. Order from
reputable businesses, and be careful

of businesses you know little or nothing
about. Check the company’s track
record by going to bbb.org and looking
at their BBB Profile. If you place an
order from an unfamiliar company,
try to reach a customer service
representative by phone or email
before ordering. If you can’t reach a real
person or if you are put
on hold for a long period
before being able to speak
with a representative, it
could be an indicator of
future problems.
Be a savvy shopper.
Read and understand
the company’s terms and
conditions, which can
typically be found on the
company’s website. Pay
close attention to refund
or exchange policies and be aware of
how long you have to return an item in
the event you are not satisfied.
Think before you click. Be especially
cautious about email solicitations and
online ads on social media sites. Many
sketchy retailers advertise great deals
or trendy clothing that don’t measure
up to the promotional hype.
Pay by credit card. In case of a
fraudulent transaction, a credit card
provides additional protections; it’s
easier to dispute charges that you
didn’t approve or to get your money
back if there is a problem. Debit cards,
prepaid cards or gift cards don’t have
the same protections as a credit card.
For more tips on how to be a savvy
consumer, go to bbb.org. To report
fraudulent activity or unscrupulous
business practices, call BBB at
903-581-5704 or report it via BBB
ScamTracker.
BBB serving Central East Texas
fosters a trustworthy marketplace by
maintaining standards for truthful
advertising and by investigating and
exposing fraud against consumers and
businesses. Please go to bbb.org or
call 903-581-5704 24 hours a day for
information on businesses throughout
North America. To report a fraud or
scam, go to BBB Scam Tracker.
About BBB: BBB is a nonprofit,
business-supported organization that
sets and upholds high standards for fair
and honest business behavior. Most
BBB services to consumers are free of
charge. BBB provides objective advice,
free BBB Business Profiles on more
than 5.3 million companies, 11,000
charity reviews, dispute resolution
services, alerts and educational
information on topics affecting
marketplace trust. Visit bbb.org for
more information. There are over 100
local, independent BBBs across the
United States, Canada and Mexico,
including BBB Serving Central East
Texas, which was founded in 1985 and
serves 19 counties.
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GMA News is Filipinos’ most
trusted news brand

M

edia giant GMA Network
continues to be the Filipinos’ most
trusted news brand according to Reuters
Institute for the Study of Journalism’s
Digital News Report (DNR) 2021.
Among different media organizations
in the Philippines, GMA Network got
the highest brand trust score with 74
percent. GMA’s ﬂagship AM station
Super Radyo DZBB ranked sixth with
65 percent.
The DNR, which also looked into
the weekly reach of various media
outlets online and ofﬂine, showed that
GMA was likewise the top among TV,
radio, and print, as well as in the online
category.
GMA Network, bannered by
newscasts “24 Oras” and “Saksi”, as well
as GMA News TV, recorded a weekly
usage of 59 percent. It was ahead of
ABS-CBN’s news programs, which only
got 40 percent.
For online, GMA News Online’s
weekly usage of 53 percent was ten
points higher than its ABS-CBN
counterpart with 43 percent.
Meanwhile, the report also found
that the top source of news among the
respondents is online (including social
media) with 87 percent, while 78 percent
of them use smartphones to access news.
The Digital News Report 2021 studied
the impact of the pandemic on news
consumption and the progress on trust,

misinformation, and fairness in
news coverage of various news
publishers in the country based on
an online poll among 92,000 people
in 46 media markets conducted by
international market research agency
YouGov Plc. Among the respondents
are 2,209 Filipino internet users ages
18 and above. The survey sample,
however, tends to skew towards
online use especially in countries
with low internet penetration.
For the latest news and updates
on the Kapuso Network, visit www.
gmanetwork.com.

26

www.onepinoy t x.com

July-August 2021

Rodel’s ‘Atin Ito’ in Austin
ONE PHILIPPINES: Describe the
nature of your business or how do
you operate as a business entity.
Rodel’s Atin Ito: Our business
is a specialty retail store with
exclusive only Philippine products
and favorites. I named it after
my late husband, Roland and
myself, Delia. This store is very
important to me as it serves a
great and loving memory of my
late husband
.
ONE PHILIPPINES: What was your
vision when you created your
business?
Rodel’s Atin Ito: We want our
store to be a One-Stop shopping
for the Filipino community here
in the Austin-area. I know we are
still a young retail business, but
it has been creating a lot of trafﬁc
already, and it’s been a common
place for Filipino Americans.
We are looking to get bigger and
expand more, and we are working
on it.

Owned by Delia Cruz

ONE PHILIPPINES: What/ Who
was your inspiration in setting up
your business?
Rodel’s Atin Ito: When I created
this store, I thought of the needs
of the ever-growing Filipino
American community here in
Austin. I wanted a Filipino
store to showcase our Philippine
products. I also wanted the store
to be a meeting place to fellow
kababayans, and to give support
and promote other Filipino owned
businesses and services. As it is
now, my store is a go-to place to
make announcements in terms of
jobs, rentals, services and other
opportunities. I do not have any
formal academic background on
business, but I did a lot of small
business ventures where I built
my skills and learned everything.

I did day care, coffee shop,
mortgage loans, realty, vacation
homes, laundrymat, airlines job,
and assisted-living businesses.
I am just thankful for the
Filipino American community
here in Austin who are very
supportive.

explain why?
Rodel’s Atin Ito: I believe in great
customer service, as it is the
means for a repeat business. I
always employ a high standard
of addressing the customer needs
when it comes to our products
in the store. Secondly, it is also
essential to possess a cheerful
persona, and an organized, clean
environment of the business
establishment so that any
customer will feel the ambiance
of being welcomed, and embrace
the comfortability of feeling at
home when they shop. And
lastly, a good business owner
provides accessibility and variety
of products that are at low prices
compared from other bigger stores.

ONE PHILIPPINES: How do you
see your business grow in the
years to come?
Rodel’s Atin Ito: There are
many plans in the future. I
would like to add a Bakery to
complement the store where we
can have our all-time Filipino
favorites such as hot pandesal,
or other products that Filipinos
may want to do or cook at
home, but because everyone
is busy with life that they just
want to pick up these items
from my store.
ONE PHILIPPINES: What do you
think are the 3 main qualities
of a good business owner and

ONE PHILIPPINES: Discuss 2
challenges in your business and
how did you resolve the issues.
Rodel’s Atin Ito: There are
always challenges in every
business undertaking. One of
my challenges is coordinating
with wholesalers or suppliers on
the efﬁciency and consistency
of delivery time and product
availability. We always have to
deal with a lot of back orders. I
understand that sometimes there
are issues on the release of supplies
due to ports clearance in release of
products. With the back orders, I
have one assistant and myself who
deal with the problem. This is my
life now, I put my 100% effort on
making sure that the store is doing
well.
The other challenge we have
is expecting my customers to be
patient and understanding that

the products they need or want
will not just appear on the
shelves overnight. There are a
lot of logistics involved and most
of the time, they are out of our
control and our suppliers.
ONE PHILIPPINES: What is your
message to others who would
want to start their own business?
Rodel’s Atin Ito: I have a
strong faith in God. I believe
in God’s grace and guidance.
I encourage everyone to
pursue their passion, put their
dedication and commitment
to whatever their heart’s desire
and mind can think of. I would
like to add, trust your instinct.
In business, you don’t have to
be old or young. You don’t have
to be rich. You just have the
right resources and network,
good property management and
maximize the use of your skills
and talents.
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The history of the iconic Philippine Kalesa in Texas
The Philippine Consulate is the Kalesa’s new home!

The Kalesa is a horse driven calash (carriage) used
in the Philippines for
hundreds of years. This was
a mode of transportation
introduced in the 18th century
by the Spaniards that only
nobles and high ranked
officials could afford the
luxury of owning and riding.
They are rarely used in the
streets nowadays except in
tourist spots and some areas
in the provinces.
Spanish landowners
and rich Filipinos known
as the Ilustrados used
the Kalesa for personal
travel as well as for
transporting goods. Described
as
the “Rolls Royce
of the 18th century”, the
Kalesa is the most enduring
means of transportation in
the Philippines, beating the
ubiquitous Jeepney by more
than 400 years. The Jeepney
became popular in the
country only after WWII.
The authentic Philippine
Kalesa now on display at the
Philippine Consulate General
building in Houston, Texas
was owned by the Mercado
family of Flower Mound. It
was given to Gus Mercado as
a gift on June 12, 1998 by the
original owner, Mr. Raymond
F. Johnson, retired Chairman
and President of Caltex
Petroleum International.
It was bequeathed to
Gus during his term as
Chairman of the Philippine
Centennial Celebration in
commemoration of 100 years
of Philippine Independence.
After being almost ruined by
the elements, the Kalesa was

received as a government
official and pledged that
the legacy will be preserved
for future generations of
Filipinos and consular
officials in our great state of
Texas.

restored by the Mercados to its
original glory. This icon is now
close to a century old but still
looks regal.
This elegant Kalesa is the
only one of its kind in the
United States, and even in
the Philippines. Its intricate
design is reminiscent of the
original Kalesas used by
the Ilustrados during the
Spanish era. It was specially
designed and delicately made
by hand out of the hardest and
most precious kind of wood in
the Philippines – the Molave or
Philippine mahogany. This
Kalesa was never used in the
Philippines and was shipped
fully assembled to New York
in the 1960s, then to Dallas
when Caltex relocated its world
headquarters to Irving, Texas.
Mr. Johnson used to ride
the Kalesa around his ranch
in Flower Mound with his
grandchildren and the children
of his Filipino friends.
Five years ago, Gus Mercado
announced that he was
looking for a new home for
this rare cultural icon and had
numerous takers including

institutions, museums and
private citizens. When
the Philippines decided
to re-open the Philippine
Consulate General in
Houston, the Mercados
decided to donate the Kalesa
to the Consulate under the
care of Consul General Jerril
G. Santos. They thought that
the Consulate would be its
most appropriate new home
where Filipinos in Texas can
still see it and where it will
remain in very good hands.
On June 8, 2021, a formal
turnover ceremony was held
at the Consulate where the
donors, Gus and Honorary
Consul Ethel Mercado and
the recipient Consul General
Jerril G. Santos signed a
formal Deed of Donation. It
was witnessed by Filipino
Community Chamber
leaders from Dallas and
Houston and the Consulate
General’s Staff. In his
acceptance speech, Consul
General Santos described
the Kalesa as the most
precious gift he has ever
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Jason Abalos, di ipinanuod sa
girlfriend na si Vickie Rushton ang

‘Silab’

ahil sa maseselang
D
eksena sa Silab, walang
balak si Jason Abalos na

ipinalabas sa VivaMax nuong
July 9, 2021. “Lahat naman
po tayo dumaan sa mga
kabataang nag-e-explore pa
ipapanood sa girlfriend
eksena niya. Walong taon na
ng mga bagay-bagay sa ating
na si Vickie Rushton ang
ang relasyon nina Jason at
pelikulang pinagbibidahan Vickie, pero hindi nangimi ang buhay. May mga pagkakataon
po talaga na dumarating ‘yan.
nila ng mga newcomer na
aktor na sagutin ang tanong
Pero siyempre, habang tayo’y
sina Marco Gomez at Cloe
sa buong cast ng Silab kung
nagkakaedad, nagiging iba po
Barretto. “Baka ma-shock
naging unfaithful sila sa mga
yung ating pananaw sa ating
siya sa mga mapapanood
partner nila. Tungkol kasi sa
buhay, so, pinipilit po nating
niya,” sabi ni Jason tungkol pagtataksil ang kuwento ng
huwag na tayong makasakit
sa posibleng maging
kanilang pelikula, na unang
reaksiyon ni Vickie sa mga movie project ng 3:16 Events at ng iba pang tao.” (PEP)

Fil-Am transwoman wins

Miss Nevada

ilipino-American
F
transgender woman
Kataluna Enriquez will

compete for the title of Miss
USA 2021 after she was
crowned Miss Nevada USA.
The 27-year-old stunner,
glimmering in a rainbowinspired gown, bested 21 other
candidates to represent the

state in the upcoming Miss USA
pageant which will be held on
November 29.
She will be the first openly
transgender woman to compete
for the title of Miss USA. If she
wins, she will be the second trans
woman to join the Miss Universe
pageant after Spain’s Angela
Ponce in 2018. Miss Trans Global
2020 Mela Habijan has celebrated
Enriquez’s victory.
“Our trans Pinay sister, Kataluna
Enriquez, made history today!
She won Miss Nevada 2021. She
will be the first trans woman
to compete at the Miss USA
Pageant!” she tweeted.
(Source: https://cnnphilippines.com/
entertainment/2021/6/28/KatalunaEnriquez-Miss-Nevada-USA-transwoman.html?utm_source=izooto&utm_
medium=push_notiﬁcations&utm_
campaign=Kataluna%20Enriquez%20
Ms%20Nevada)

Bea Alonzo to fans:
“I hope they continue to
support me”

[with GMA] was 99% final,
the next day, I called my boss
before in ABS-CBN, Sir Carlo
[Katigbak]. I asked for his
blessing,” she said. Bea shared
that it was a “very emotional
phone call” considering that she
started her career with ABSCBN. “Hindi naman maalis na
(We can’t erase the fact that) 20
years of my life, I spent there,
being with them. He wished
me well, he wished me good
luck… I’m happy that I had his
blessing before we met here.
All is well,” she said. She added
hile her transfer to GMA
that moving to GMA “feels so
Network came as a shock
good.” “I feel very empowered…
to many, Bea Alonzo hopes her It came at the right time, it
fans will continue to support
feels right,” she said. Bea said
her. “I’m hoping that they
that being a Kapuso was a
embrace my decision, that they “big blessing” for her. “Feeling
are happy with what I have
ko ang opportunity na ‘to will
decided to do with my career. I
broaden my world, palalakihin
hope they continue to support
ang mundo ko, paparamihin
me and grow with me,” she
ang mga taong pwede kong
said. The actress also revealed
makatrabaho… Para akong
that she parted ways with ABS- nag-uumpisa ulit, parang may
CBN amicably. “When the deal rebirth.” she said.

W

Christopher de Leon banners Wish Ko Lang!’s special 19th anniversary episode

A

ward-winning actor Christopher
de Leon headlined the second
episode of the month-long
anniversary specials of “Wish Ko
Lang!” last July 10, 2021.For the
very first time, Christopher takes on
the role of a gay man. In the story
“Mr. Right,” Jake (Christopher) is a
talented gown designer who owns
a small boutique. He lives a simple
life together with his friend Georgie
(Thou Reyes) and is content with his
life. Jake sometimes participates

in pageants where he designs
the outfits of its male and female
contestants. He meets Romeo
(Shido Roxas) through one of
these contests and eventually falls
deeply in love with him. Five years
into the relationship, Romeo leaves
Jake because he wants to have a
real family. While heart broken,
Jake continues to support Romeo
from afar. Romeo marries Sarah
(Patricia Tumulak) and together
they will have a son named Kristof

(Vince Crisostomo). But Romeo
dies and Sarah looks for another
man. With his family broken and
incomplete, Kristof finds a parental
figure in Jake, who will treat him
as his own son. Their unusual
relationship causes eyebrows
to raise but Kristof defends his
‘father.’ Sarah suddenly returns
one day and wants to take Kristof
back with her. Now Kristof must
choose between his real mother
and the father he found in Jake.
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Pok w an g j oins
Kapuso f amily

MA Network is delighted
G
to announce that wellloved comedian and award-

winning actress Pokwang
is now a certified Kapuso
after signing a contract last
Friday, June 18. Pokwang
is known for her versatility
on screen as seen on various
TV programs and movies she
starred in throughout the
years. Her decision to become
a Kapuso was driven by her
passion to showcase her many
talents and to grow more in
the industry. “Marami pa

akong gustong gawin as an
artista, as a host, marami
pa akong gustong i-share na
experience ko sa pamamagitan
ng mga programa para sa mga
manonood. Gusto kong ituloytuloy kung ano pa ang gusto
kong gawin bilang artista.
Malaki ang pasasalamat ko
kasi siyempre nagbukas ng
pintuan sa akin ang GMA.”
On top of her list of Kapuso
artists she dreams to work
with one day are Dingdong
Dantes, Marian Rivera, Alden
Richards, Barbie Forteza, Ai
Ai delas Alas, Maine Mendoza
and Dennis Trillo. As she
begins this new chapter in her
showbiz career, the Filipino
audience can expect no less
from Pokwang, “Mas lively,
mas masaya, para akong isang
apoy na pansamantalang
pinigil pero ngayon pasabog
na, masaya, magaan lang, mas
maibibigay ko ang comedic
side ko. Dito sa GMA, nakikita
kong back ako sa kung saan
ako nalilinya talaga, which is
comedy. Masaya lang talaga!”

Daniel Padilla - Charo Santos movie
premiers in Switzerland filmfest

he Filipino film Kun Maupay
T
Man It Panahon (Whether
the Weather is Fine), starring
Daniel Padilla and Charo
Santos-Concio, is set to compete
and make its world premiere
at the 74th Locarno Film
Festival in Switzerland. On
Thursday, July 1, the Locarno
Film Festival announced the
list of movies that made it to
its festival, which will run from

August 1 to 14. In a Facebook
post, writer and director
Carlo Francisco Manatad
expressed his gratitude and
appreciation to the cast and
crew of his film. The movie
is the lone Philippine entry
selected for Concorso Cineasti
del Presente (Filmmakers of
the Present Competition), in
which films from emerging
directors across the world are
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Judy Ann Santos is grateful ‘walang
nawalan ng trabaho sa Angry Adobo
sa gitna ng pandemic

Ann Santos says her
experience as a restaurateur is
J“oneudy
unique ride.” The 43-year-

sister-in-law, sila talaga iyong
nasa business side. “Ako ang
sa industrial and si Ryan sa
marketing. We really make
a good team and sobrang
kampante ako na alam kong
we have each other’s back.
“Kasi kung hindi siguro family
business ito, it would have been
very different. It would have
been very, very difficult for us
to understand each other kasi
iba-iba ng patutunguhan, di ba?”
For now, their common goal is:
Walang mawawalan ng trabaho
among their “cast members”
or the restaurant staff. Judy
Ann continued, “At least ito, isa
lang talaga iyong gusto naming
mangyari, which is to survive
and let our cast members not
lose their jobs and continue
working. “So kahit papaano,
medyo nakakabawi nang konti.
Nakakabigay ka ng konting
ayuda sa mga tao, may konting
pa-something pa. “Kaya happy
lang, happy lang kasi hangga’t
wala namang nagkakasakit
talaga nang malala, kung meron
man, ubo-sipon lang kaya thank
you, Lord.”

given spotlight. Kun Maupay
Man It Panahon tells the tale
of Norma (Santos-Concio) and
her son Miguel (Padilla) as
they struggle with a disaster
that ravaged their whole
region. Set in the aftermath
of Super Typhoon Yolanda,
prisoners like Miguel are given
a temporary release by the
local jail warden under one
condition: Surrender on an

agreed date, or they will be
hunted and gunned down. As
he freely walks in the city, he
sets out to look for his girlfriend
and his mother Norma. Kun
Maupay Man It Panahon’s
cast includes MNL48 member
Francinne Rifol. It is written
by Giancarlo Abrahan (Silasila, Dagitab) and Jérémie
Dubois (The Boy Who Wanted to
Be a Lion).

old actress considers herself
and her husband Ryan Agoncillo
as newbie entrepreneurs,
whose skills were greatly tested
during the pandemic.”Para
sa mga bagong nagbukas
ng negosyo, parang biglang
feeling namin, sampung taon
na kami sa food industry na
wala kaming kaalam-alam
dito,” she said in an exclusive
interview with PEP.ph (Philippine
Entertainment Portal) via Zoom
last June 14, 2021. It was in
May 2019 when Judy Ann and
Ryan opened their restaurant
business Angrydobo in Taft
Avenue, Manila. They opened
another branch at Westgate
Mall in Muntinlupa City in
December 2019, just a few
months before COVID-19 hit the
country in March 2020. Judy
Ann is just grateful that Ryan’s
brother Dondee Agoncillo and
his wife Maloo have been on
board. “I guess, when you’re
guided with good people like,
we have Kuya Dondee, Ryan’s
brother, and Ate Maloo, my
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Safe and secure shopping with the
QUBE Smart Locker service

hile the pandemic has
W
greatly affected everyone’s
lives, it has not stopped us

from doing the important task
of shopping for ourselves and
for our loved ones. Filipinos,
with our unshakable optimism
and indomitable resiliency,
are moving to accomplish
important tasks while being
mindful of health and safety.
LAUNDRAFÉBox Corporation,
the company behind QUBE
Smart Locker, seeks to provide
both sellers and shoppers with a
smart locker system to help them
be safe as the threat of COVID-19
still looms. As deliveries
are expected to increase,
receptionists and security
personnel at the lobbies/concierge
of condominiums and buildings
are going to be swamped.
Some condo dwellers have even
complained that receptionists
turn down deliveries for one
reason or another resulting to
increase RTS (Return to Sender)
Issues prompting more cost on
the logistics/courier/parcel service
provider. Opting for a smart
locker will prevent this problem
as the delivery will go straight to
the locker and be safely kept until
the customer retrieves it via a
unique OTP/OTBcode.
Awesome features
By using the QUBE mobile
phone app, a customer is provided
24/7 access to a smart locker that
can be used for a variety of dropoff and pick-up services such as
laundry, delivery, storage, payment
of bills, shopping and even telemed
(e-pharmacy). The Philippines
is the fourth ASEAN country—
after Thailand, Malaysia and
Singapore—to have this type of
innovative system.
The Next-Gen QUBE Smart
Locker unit has awesome features
that guarantee security and ease
of use. Installed 24/7 4K CCTV
provides maximum security and
monitoring. Each door has its own
Infra-Red Sensing Technology to

confirm successful transactions
and even detects unwanted,
hazardous and dangerous items.
Its Payment Terminal Technology
powered by 2C2P allows clients
to pay for services through the
app or through the locker via
debit card, credit card, GCash
or PayMaya. With QR/Barcode
Scanning Technology, it can read
and identify the unique OTP (One
Time Pin) / OTBcode (One Time
Barcode) as a form of security for
the users, receivers and depositors.
For much better protection, the
locker is integrated with UVC
light used both for illumination
and disinfection. With its Digital
Payment Service, the Smart
Locker Units can accept payment
24/7 at your own convenience
and even pay all kinds of bills
with our wide array of networks
and partnerships. The lockers
also have Blue LED Indicators
installed in each door for easier
visibility on door/compartment
availability. According to Jericho B.
Montano, Chief Operations Officer
of LAUNDRAFÉBox Corporation:
“We always provide constant R&D
and always guarantee customer
satisfaction by delivering the most
innovative technologies for the
Filipino People.”
Phenomenal response
The feedback on QUBE
smart lockers installed in
various condominiums and
dormitories has been very

positive. Acceptance is truly
phenomenal as the app now
has 4,500 active app users with
constant frequency usage and
the number is steadily growing
since March 10, 2021 in 15
locations strategically positioned
in NCR. “The response proved
that we have a necessary product/
service whose time has come,”
says Mr. Elcid Lao, CEO of
LAUNDRAFÉBox Corp. He
adds, “We are anticipating that
QUBE Smart Locker will be more
utilized in the days to come as
online shopping and delivery via
courier or rider have now become
essential services in of the
modern Filipino lifestyle. We will
be deploying 100+ more smart
lockers in the entire NCR and
hopefully expand to other Metro
Cities of the country.”
Business-to-business and
business-to-consumer
partnerships
The benefit of the QUBE Smart
Locker has also caught the eye of
several companies such as DMCI
Homes, Ayala Land Inc. – Ayala
Malls, MyTown Co-Living, and
Robinsons Magnolia of Robinsons
Land Corporation to name a few,
who have opted to have smart
lockers installed in their chosen
buildings. More companies and
developers are to set to follow
suit.
Online sellers can make use of
the smart locker as their PUDO

Points (PickUp/DropOff) to save
time and avoid needless waiting.
This also improves reduction in
Carbon Footprint as it lessens
cost on more unwanted delivery
issues and lessen logistics power
consumption. “Imagine, in this
time of pandemic, people fear
going to medical institutions and
pharmacies, thus we partnered
with GetMedsPH, to provide
teleconsultation and telemedicine
right at their fingertips. With
the QUBE Smart Lockers, you
can directly get your prescription
drugs right away without
the hassles of lining up in a
hospital or thru a drugstore.”
as per Smace Cellona, Business
Development Supervisor of
LAUNDRAFÉBox Corporation:
Jingwu Yan, Business
Development Director of the
company, says that expansion
is in the offing. “QUBE Smart
Locker will penetrate the tech
and service market seamlessly
through our businessto-business
program which offers locker
owners a more than equitable
share on the net profits. We
essentially want to become known
in the community until we reach
the business-toconsumers stage.
Until then, we will continue
to expand and maintain our
business relationships with real
estate companies, commercial
establishments and developments,
merchants, and logistics.”
To download the app, go to
the App Store for iOS or Google
Play for Android and search for
BOX24. Once downloaded, tap
on “sign up” and provide the
necessary details. After signing
up, tap on the service that you
desire: Wash for laundry, Drop for
personal storage/drop-shipping,
Pay for payments, Move for
parcel movement and delivery
and Health for e-pharmacy.
Visit QUBE on Facebook and
Instagram for updates and more
details.

July-August 2021

www.onepinoy t x.com

33

34

www.onepinoy t x.com

July-August 2021

July-August 2021
ARIES
Venus and Mars
in Leo strengthen
your fiery heart
for at least
the first three
weeks, enough to
make a beautiful
emotional
encounter or
simply experience the joy of
loving, if you are already spoken
for. You are supported by a joyful,
sensitive support group, the sky
favors any quest for love or invites
you to tighten bonds sometimes
abused by everyday conflicts.
Your sensuality will be powerful
all month while your feelings are
expressly strong and warm until
the 22nd.
TAURUS
You will feel
the flow of your
practical skills as
well as objectivity
and efficiency. It
is now that you
can achieve your
dreams from the
previous month.
Everywhere, wherever you go,
you will have the opportunity to
be with people in high positions
who will have sincere intentions
towards you. You approach a
person born under the sign of Lion
or Sagittarius - very busy and
dynamic.
GEMINI
Gemini, use
your best asset
this month—
your mind. This
month’s planetary
action helps your
mind to perceive
from greater
depth, allowing
you to understand
root causes and unseen patterns
beneath the surface. If you are
in therapy, this is the time for
fruitful exploration and insight
concerning difficult issues from
your past. Profound insight or
breakthrough is possible. Use your
mind. Tackle complex intellectual
problems. Study with undistracted
focus. Present your ideas to others
as your words have genuine
persuasive power.
CANCER
Until the 22nd,
your power of
seduction is at
its peak, the sky
invites you to try
your luck! Mars
in Leo promotes
your tenacity
but makes you
possessive in your emotional
approaches, which is less
attractive. Live this month lightly,
leaving financial issues and other
concerns of everyday life in the
closet. Uranus invites you to
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refine your projects or to promote
your creativity, especially in your
friendships. Surprise yourself by
going out of your comfort zone!.
LEO
In recent months
you have rested,
gained strength
and energy to
work, so July will
be under the sign
of work and many
responsibilities.
Creativity and
brilliance as well as innate
intuition will help you get out
of many everyday matters,
especially those related to
financial matters. Therefore, take
matters into your own hands and
do not waste the opportunity that
happened to you, because the
other one will not be repeated so
quickly. Everyone who has been
put aside for a long time now
has finally given his attention to
matters.
VIRGO
Sigh in relief,
Virgo, as the
wet, emotional
atmosphere is
rapidly drying out.
The planets gives
you the chance
to more easily
implement needed
change. This especially applies to
issues in your home and family
environment that may have been
made painfully apparent the last
four weeks. Set new terms and
make adjustments now. Homelife
works better with a dose of
structure and consistency. Take a
strong stand and follow through.
Strengthen families with renewed
support.
LIBRA
Focus on your
general destiny,
as well as your
projects! The
influences of
Cancer, the Sun
and Mercury,
invite you to look
at your career or
events important to your future,
so you are indeed well-advised
to assume your responsibilities.
Until the 12th, Mercury in
Gemini opens your mind to an
ideal that you want to reach
while Mars in Leo until the 29th
and Venus until the 22nd, favor
your projects, your friendly circle,
and your creativity! Until the
28th, Jupiter infuses your daily
life with some changes.  
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opportunities that you should
jump on. Link with groups and
contribute to projects. Nothing
will escape your attention. Enjoy
games of wit and puzzles that
exercise your brain. Revive your
love. Make this the year your love
grows with a psychic love reading.

SCORPIO
You will make a
good impression
on other people.
July will be a great
month conducive to
the development of
feelings, earning
money and gaining
recognition, hence
you will be able to implement
all the activities planned for a
long time. If you are in need especially financial - you can
easily ask for a trusted person.
In July, the most important
people will be those of Cancer
and Capricorn. On the otherhand,
plan your month wisely and
stay away from things that
affect you negatively. In the
age of coronavirus, every day is
different and comes with new and
unexpected challenges on top of
the old ones.

AQUARIUS
Your everyday
rhythm of the
day will be a bit
slower, so you will
have more time for
your family and
your loved ones.
In July, home and
family will have
the greatest value for you. And
they will devote all their attention
to these matters. Professional
matters and personal careers
will fall into the side plan. This
is also a great time to stop for
a moment and think about the
meaning of your life, especially
within the emotional sphere.Your
beloved person has been missing
the warmth and kindness of your
voice and the sweetness of your
words, so go ahead and make
them the center of your plans
for  pleasure and organize some
romantic tryst just for two.

SAGITTARIUS

PISCES
Water, water,
everywhere this
month and that
may challenge you
to stay emotionally
centered. With
as many as seven
planets appearing
in water signs this
month, the emotional tides are
stirred with conflicting currents.
Without protection, your
permeable psychic boundaries
absorb too much now. Protect
yourself and your aura by staying
clear of large gatherings of
people this month. Try this yogic
psychic protection technique:
Imagine a pinpoint of spiritual
light above your head. In your
mind’s eye, envision a filament
of light spinning a cocoon of
protection around you. Imagine
the cocoon weaving itself to a
point below your feet. Practice
this visualization technique for
a few minutes each day. You
are building a stronger auric
boundary to help you feel safer
and more protected. It works.

Sagittarius was
voted the “most
likable sun sign” in
an informal survey
of astrologers. Why?
Because of your
extroverted, friendly
and easy-going
nature—jovial like
Jupiter, your ruler. This July, your
natural enthusiasm and joy of
life gain you friends and creates
positive new circumstances now.
As your timing is good, either
ask for favors or do them. Open
new doors. Extend yourself on a
friend’s behalf, as it is effortless for
you and may make a big difference
for them. Make a positive first
impression. Advance with the aid
of mentors. Spread your sunny
Sagittarian spirit. If you are ready
to make a commitment, this may
be the time to take a deep breath,
fix on your goal and begin. Careful
preparation now augurs success in
the future.
CAPRICORN
Don’t waste
time this month,
Capricorn. July
could be the arrival
of a new job, a
steady client, or
several milestone
projects that have
been assigned to
your name. Act with courage. Tap
your primal nature and throw
caution to the wind. Your wit
and keen mind provide you with

(Sources:http://astrologyk.com/
horoscope/monthly/; https://
www.321horoscope.com/2021/
horoscope-2021/ html; https://www.
sunsigns.org/2021/ horoscope/;
https://www.yearly-horoscope.
org/2021-monthly/; https://www.
astrosofa.com/horoscopes/; https://
www.free-horoscope.com/horoscopes/
monthly/2021/leo.htm)
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ADOBO JAM PRODUCTIONS

ushers in more concerts and entertainment
shows
in
San
Antonio
A

dobo Jam Band
(AJB) started
in 2005 with newlyarrived Filipinos
who found their
home in San Antonio,
Texas. Passionate
about their music
and the joy of
sharing their talent
to the community,
they performed
countless gigs since
they got organized.
AJB gained its
popularity in the San
Antonio area as its
performances became
in demand in the
church, charitable
and fundraising
events, corporate and
private organizations,
and family events and
Holiday gatherings,
and birthday parties.
With the goal of giving
back to the community and
helping the Filipinos back
home, AJB had led and
coordinated a fundraising
event for the victims of
Typhoon Haiyan through
a benefit dinner and
concert in 2010. In 2020,
AJB initiated the One
Love Taal Concert with
Rachel Alejandro to help
the displaced victims of the
tragic volcano eruption.
Several thousands of dollars
were raised during these
two major concerts. The
transfer of funds to the
rightful beneficiaries in the
Philippines was facilitated
by a non- profit Filipino
nursing organization,
the Philippine Nurses
Association of San Antonio
(PNASA).
AJB started as a cover
variety band, which is
mostly playing music based
on audience preferences.
But because AJB members

more original songs through
Adobo Jam Productions.
More live concerts
showcasing original Filipino
music and talents are also
brewing in the pipeline.
Adobo Jam has played
alongside notable Filipino
artists such as Noel Palomo
of Siakol, Dodong Cruz of
The Youth, Rachel Alejandro,
and QT Paduano. The band
will be playing front act
with Introvoys on August
28th. Adobo Jam plans to
host more concerts featuring
local and international
artists through Adobo Jam
at the peak of the
Productions. Adobo Jam
pandemic, AJB put
is composed of Maestro/
together their thoughts Founder Danny Escano who
and musical expertise
sessions when in town, Ton
to produce and
Almayda on the bass/lead
launch, “We’re All In
guitar, Roshen Bagobe on the
This Together.” This
bass/vocals, Alden Capiral on
music was inspired
vocals, Rie Jahl Torrevillas
by and in support
on the drums, Alain Tarriela
of the heroism of all
on the keyboard, and Albert
COVID-19 front line
Tarriela on the rhythm
workers. The song was guitar. Adobo Jam welcomes
featured at the San
fellow music lovers to their
Antonio’s University
concert and open mic events
Health Foundation’s
that would be hosted by Red
2021 Medical Miracles Horse Bar in San Antonio,
Gala to give tribute to Texas.
all front line workers who
The Red Horse Bar is the
were involved in treating
COVID-19 patients. The
band is expected to release

By Ryan Tejero

are legit musicians, and
truly serious about their
craft, they started creating
original compositions. Last
year, when the world was
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Adobo Jam is
composed of Maestro/
Founder Danny Escano
who sessions when in
town, Ton Almayda
on bass/lead guitar,
Roshen Bagobe on
bass/vocals, Alden
Capiral on vocals, Rie
Jahl Torrevillas on
drums, Alain Tarriela
on keyboard, and
Albert Tarriela on
rhythm guitar

hub of Adobo Jam.
It had a grand opening on
July 10, 2021. It is set up as
a restaurant/bar, and it is
owned and operated by the
same management team of
Susie’s Lumpia House. The
bar is bright and trendy,
licensed and able to host
up to 224 people in seating
capacity, and fully-equipped
with concert lights and
sounds giving a high-end
feel venue for music and
bar patrons. Attentive staff
further enhance the Filipino
hospitality ambiance suitable
for live band, karaoke and
open mic performances. It
is one of a kind in the San

Antonio area.
The Red Horse Bar grand
opening featured a concert
by QT Paduano who is a
Filipina singer, song writer
and popularly known as
the original voice of Agaw
Agimat, a Filipino band
founded in the Philippines
in the early 1990’s. QT is an
eccentric vocalist, performed
in barefoot, and danced
frantically out of tempo on
her live performances that
the audience loved. QT is now
relocated to Texas and finds
her way in the concert scene
as a solo artist. Her concert
on July 10 was a huge
success and was highlighted

by 3 other local bands. Adobo
Jam Productions will reveal
its line-up of events for the
rest of 2021 and you can read
more of their future concerts
here in One Philippines
Texas News.
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The jet ski joke that
made ﬁshermen
vote for Duterte
as Davao
W
City Mayor
(and presumptive

presidential candidate)
Sara Duterte onto
something novel when
she declared, at the
height of the 2019
senatorial elections,
that honesty was not an
issue in elections?
In other countries,
candidates typically
see their aspirations
dashed once they are
caught in a lie. But
in the Philippines,
said Mayor Sara, all
candidates trade in
untruths anyway, so
their opponents and the
voters “should not be
making an issue out of
honesty.”

pose a question to the
candidates. What he asked
them concerned a matter
of grave economic, if not
personal, consequences:
What would the candidates
do to protect small fishermen
like himself who were being
harassed by Chinese ships
and prevented from fishing
The Code of Conduct
in Philippine waters? This
and Ethical Standards
was when then-candidate
for Public Officials and
Rodrigo Duterte boldly
Employees provides a list
declared that he would ride
of “standards of personal
a jet ski carrying with him
conduct” for those in
a Philippine flag and plant
government, both elected
it on an island occupied by
and appointed, including
China while the Chinese
“justness and sincerity.”
authorities could do with
But, in the unforgettable
as they wished.
formulation of the daughter him
That
electrifying
and political heir of
promise
of fighting for
President Duterte: “Walang the Philippines’
interests
isang kandidato d’yan na
convinced
Montehermozo
to
hindi nagsisinungaling
vote
for
the
former
mayor.
kaya hindi dapat nagiging
in the wake of the
issue ang honesty ngayon.” Now,
President’s admission that
Still, for Carlo
was all just a “joke” and
Montehermozo, a fisherman it
part
of campaign “bravado,”
in Infanta, Pangasinan, a
Montehermozo
is ruing his
lie, even if said as a joke,
“Ang alam namin
still hurts. During the 2016 decision:
kaming
mga
mangingisda
presidential campaign,
lahat
dito
matutulungan
Montehermozo had been
kami sa sinabi ko sa kanya.
asked to take part in a
‘Yun pala joke lang pala
“town hall” meeting and

‘yung sinasabi nyang ‘yun.”
Not just a joke, apparently.
If anyone believed his jet
ski promise, huffed the
President last Monday, he
or she was “stupid.” The
remarks were made in
relation to Mr. Duterte’s
assertions, increasing in
number and vehemence
by the day, that his hands
are supposedly tied and
his administration can do
nothing against China’s

incursions in the West
Philippine Sea.
Trading in jokes while
secretly despising the
public, especially those
they deem foolish enough
to believe their promises,
is the playbook of cynical
politicians courting the
voters’ favor.
But, as Sen. Panfilo
Lacson lamented, Filipino
voters are also “easily
swayed by jokes, Budots
(a dance craze), TikTok.”
What determines victory
at the polls are “political
advertisements, stage
(performances), the singing,
dancing. So, it’s really, I
would say it’s pathetic that
the situation is like this.”
Formal debates on issues
of the day, said the senator,
“do not usually matter with
voters as much as political
advertisements do.”
Lacson believes it would
take “generations” before
the electorate’s “shallow”
political preferences and
perceptions of candidates
would change to more
rational, discerning
standards in the future. But
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the disquieting truth is
that tomorrow is now. A
year from now, Filipinos
will be trooping once
again to the polls in what
many observers have
said is a pivotal, historic
electoral exercise that will
determine the deliverance
of the country from the
COVID-19 pandemic and
an economic collapse not
seen since World War II.
Will a year be enough to
raise the country’s political
culture and civic mindset
to higher standards of
judgment and voting? Or
will the public still be
swayed by dancing clowns
and singing fools?
It may be too late for
hardcore partisans and
voters who are so set
in their ways that they
see nothing wrong with
trading their votes for some
cash, entertainment, and
good old patronage, no
matter that their choices
would affect their children
and descendants the
most. But young voters,
especially first-time voters,
who comprise the swing
vote in the electorate, make
for fertile ground to sow
an urgent appreciation of
the vigilance required for a
functioning democracy, and
a reaffirmation of honesty,
integrity, and competence
as cornerstones of public
service—the recognition
that, at the very least,
a promise must be
fulfilled, or the untruthful
candidate will have to face
accountability for having
taken the public for a ride.
Will a generation
besotted with social
media and celebrity and
bombarded with fake
news be ready for the
more serious and less fun
aspects of citizenship? Or
will Mayor Sara be proven
right? Will the country see
its democratic aspirations
even more trivialized and
belittled, such that in 2022,
political jokes will remain
the main draw in this
benighted nation?
(Source: https://opinion.
inquirer.net/140252/jokes-liesbravado#ixzz6zCa20ODV)
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