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MLK Shabbat
and Beth Israel/NAACP
Spirit of MLK Awards,
January 16, 2026  
See page 10



Parashat Vayechi
Genesis 47:28-50:26

2     Erev Shabbat Service, Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM
Fri    

J Place Book Group
7          JPlace Book Group, Weis Lobby, 1:00 PM
Wed   Threadbare, by Jane Loeb Rubin

Parashat Shemot
Exodus 1:1-6:1

9     Shabbat No’ar (Youth Shabbat)
        Engelberg Sanctuary, 5:30 PM
        Shabbat Dinner and Social Action Project
        follows services.

         
Beth Israel Annual Congregational Meeting

11      Annual Meeting and Board Installation
Sun   Ashner Auditorium, 10:00 AM 
           Brunch follows the meeting; details page 8.

Parashat Va’era
Exodus 6:2-9:35

16   Annual Service in Honor of Martin Luther King
Fri   Gusti Engelberg Sanctuary, 7:00 PM,
       featuring our Beth Israel/NAACP Spirit of MLK
       Awards, the  Inspirational Choral Ensemble
       of the Second Baptist Church, Atlantic City
       Speaker: Reverend Collins Days
       Reception in the Ashner Auditorium follows 
       the service.  Details on page 9 below.

17   Shabbat Morning Study, 9:15 AM 
Sat  In person and on Zoom (see link below)

January-February  Services and Programs

Tot Tu B’Shevat Pajama Party

21       Special Tu B’Shevat Program for
Wed   Tots and Young Families, 
            Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM
            Details to follow

Parashat Bo
Exodus 10:1-13:16

23    Erev Shabbat Service,
Fri   Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM

24    Shabbat Morning Study, 9:15 AM 
Sat  In person and on Zoom (see link below)
        Shabbat Morning Service:
        Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Wasserman,
        Engelberg Sanctuary, 10:30 AM

Parashat Beshallach/Shabbat Shirah
Exodus 13:17-17:16

30    Erev Shabbat Service: Musical Shabbat, 
Fri    Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM
          Pot Luck Dinner and Jewish Trivia Night
          follows the service

31     Shabbat Morning Study, 9:15 AM 
Sat   In person and on Zoom (see link below)
         

All services held in the 
Beth Israel Engelberg Sanctuary,
and Erev Shabbat (Friday Night)

services in the Wolff Chapel
are streamed on our website,

www.cbinorthfield.org, as well as
on our You Tube Channel

(Google “Beth Israel Northfield You Tube”)

Shabbat Morning Study is usually both in
person and available on Zoom. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6096413600
or use Meeting ID 609 641 3600.

http://www.cbinorthfield.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6096413600


Parashat Yitro
Exodus 18:1-20:23

6      Erev Shabbat Service, Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM
Fri    Including reading of the Ten Commandments
         

7       Shabbat Morning Study, 9:15 AM 
Sat   In person and on Zoom (see link on page 3)
         Shabbat Morning Service:
         Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Gjertson
         Engelberg Sanctuary, 10:30 AM

J Place Book Group
11       JPlace Book Group, Weis Lobby, 1:00 PM
Wed   Over There, by Jane Loeb Rubin

Parashat Mishpatim 
Exodus 21:1-24:18

13     Erev Shabbat Service, Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM
Fri

Parashat Terumah
Exodus 25:1-27:19 

20   Wine and Cheese Reception, 5:00 PM
Fri   Kaddish Prayer and Reflections, 5:30 PM
        Tot Shabbat, Wolff Chapel, 6:00 PM
        Dinner for Tot Families, 6:45 PM

21    Special Torah Study at Shirat Hayam, 9:00 AM
         Shabbat B’Yachad Joint Reform Shabbat
         Morning Svc at Shirat Hayam Congregation,
         700 N. Swarthmore Avenue, Ventnor City, NJ
         Shirat Hayam Chapel, 10:00 AM
         Kiddush Luncheon follows the service
         RSVP to  marlyn.rose09@yahoo.com 
         or 609-822-7116 x 101 by Friday, February 6

Tu B'shevat (The Fifteenth of Shevat)
Jewish Arbor Day

 1        Erev Tu B'Shevat
Sun

February Services and Programs
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Parashat Tetzaveh/Shabbat Zachor
Exodus Exodus 27:20-30:10

27     Erev Shabbat Service
Fri    Wolff Chapel, 5:30 PM

28     Shabbat Morning Study, 9:15 AM 
Sat   In person and on Zoom (see link on page 3)

Purim 2026
Sunday, March 1 and

Monday, March 2
Save the dates

Details to follow!

mailto:marlyn.rose09@yahoo.com


In and Out; Us and Them: 
Two Takes on an Old Tale

Message from 
Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach

With appropriate timing as we approach a
day of remembrance for MLK, the book of
Exodus opens with the first recorded
episode of civil disobedience in world
literature. Here, we hear of Shifra and
Pu’ah, “ham’yaldot ha’ivriyot,” the
“Hebrew midwives” who, at obvious risk,
defy immoral orders issued by their
government, and allow Israelite boys to
live. Hauled before Pharoah and grilled
about their audacious act, they provide
the flimsy and fabricated excuse that “the
Israelite women are not like Egyptians;
they are like wild animals! Before the
midwives can even arrive, they have given
birth and hidden their boys from harm.”

The thing is, how you view these women –
and who you think they are – leads to a
vastly different interpretation of this
story, and the lesson for our own lives.

The classic Jewish view is that the
midwives are, themselves, Israelites.
“Hebrew midwives” describes their
identity as well as their occupation.
Centuries after the story was written, the
rabbis of the Talmud, uncomfortable with
cameo appearances and otherwise
unidentified individuals, asserts that
Shifra and Pu’ah are none other than…
Miriam and Yochevet. The sister and
mother of Moses. 

This, then, is a tale of vulnerable women
from a persecuted minority using wile
and wit to act in a moral manner. We are
standing up for ourselves. It is a classic
case of self-defense, and a lesson to
always look out for our own interests.

But two things have always bothered me
about this traditional reading. First: it is
hard to imagine Israelite women being so
flippant with Pharoah. And second: it is
also bizarre to hear them describe their
own kin as being like “wild animals.”

I want to suggest a different reading.
What if the term “Hebrew midwives” is
entirely about their work? What if these
were Egyptian women whose job was to
be midwives to the Israelites?

(continued on the next page)



This view of the women addresses the
issue of their attitude - and their  ease
with Pharoah. But the lesson of the
story would be quite different. It is still
about morality, but here it is about
doing the right thing by standing up for
others!   It is not about self-defense,
but, rather, defending those who cannot
stand up for themselves.

Even if taught to us by Egyptian women
- or maybe especially if so - this is a
moral entirely consistent with Jewish
teaching and tradition. Defend the
weak, protect the vulnerable, give voice
to those who are silent and suppressed. 

And it is a reminder, at this season when
we remember the struggle for civil
rights, freedom, liberty and equality,
that is falls to each of us… to look out
for all of us.
 

Both possibilities are important here.
Standing up for ourselves and speaking
up for others are both vital virtues.
Which is it and what are we to take
away? Maybe the ambiguity is built in.
Maybe it was supposed to be both
lessons, all along. In and out. Us and
Them
.
Our service in honor of Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. is on Friday,
January 16, beginning at 7:00 PM. At
this service we will be presenting our
Fourth Annual Beth Israel/NAACP
Spirit of Martin Luther King Awards,
and hearing from the high school
seniors selected by their schools as
best representing the spirit of MLK.
Please join us -- and bring friends and
neighbors with you -- for this special
service!
 

(continued from the previous page)



As we begin 2026, I want to wish each of you a wonderful year ahead. Lots of exciting programs
will be happening at Beth Israel and we welcome any of your thoughts and suggestions.

The Annual Meeting & Brunch
January 11, 2026, 10am

Please call to make your reservation
609-641-3600

 
At the Annual meeting, we will Install our officers and the Board of Trustees. I want to thank our
current Board members for the time they have devoted this past year to ensure that Beth Israel
remains a vibrant and active synagogue.  

Two Board members are completing their terms: Stephanie Glaymon and Jill Wood. Thank you for
your participation in a leadership role in our congregation. We know you will continue to be active
members in Temple life.

This year we welcome two new Board members: Dawn Gadon and Lynn Stein. We look forward to
your Board participation as we move into 2026.

Dues bills for 2026 has been sent out. We have not had any financial adjustment, so we are
looking for other ways to raise funds.

Consider buying a leaf on the Weis Tree of Life. You can honor someone by making this purchase.
Take a few moments to look at the Tree on the back wall of the Weis Lobby.

Buy Shoprite Script. For every $100 purchased, Beth Israel earns $5.

If you are able, consider joining the Covenant Society. These members pay more than the
requested dues, and their generosity greatly helps meet our financial obligations. 

Each Friday at 5:30p, we have Shabbat Service. I encourage you to join us. There is 
something special about being together in the Synagogue. The music and prayers serve to
strengthen our connection to each other and to our Jewish journey. It may be cold outside, but
there is warmth inside the Synagogue!
 
I wish the best to you and your families,
Linda Karp
 

Greetings for 2026

Message from Linda Karp,
President
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Relationships
and Community

Message from Susan Sokalsky,
 Executive Director

My brother hosts a podcast weekly. This week’s podcast was all about
relationships and community. He shares this podcast with a woman we have
known since junior high. When I finished listening, I called him and said almost
everything I do every day is about relationships. (Funny, how genetics can have
siblings say the same things with different words.) We talked about the epidemic
of isolation among both young and older people, and how much a hug
contributes to physical wellness.

Beth Israel is about relationships and seeing each other in person. I know
streaming is here to stay, but it is not the same as worshipping together in
person. The warmth of Shabbat in the beauty of the Wolff Chapel is not replicated
on screen. Coming together at Book Group or Chair Yoga inspires community.
Watching a movie with like-minded people encourages dialogue and discussion.
We try to offer new and innovative programs so there is something for everyone.

Our culture in 2026 is in flux. Let us bring togetherness and community back and
let’s start with Beth Israel.

-7-



Message from Cookie Feldman, 
Director of Education

The calendar has turned the page and January is here. While there are many things
happening in January,  December was quite a month at Beth Israel. On December
13th, a day before Chanukah, we hosted Stephen Schwartz, and his Chanukah
LEGO menorah. It was a perfect Saturday afternoon with over 150 people filling
our Arden Social Hall. The LEGO Menorah was over eleven feet tall, and everyone
made a block that supported the branches of the Menorah. Stephen brought over
100,000 LEGOs so families could choose colors and make their own designs. The
Menorah was spectacular!

The Chanukah delicacies, latkes, jelly donuts, gelt, Mac and cheese and chicken
nuggets were outstanding. We had an amazing grazing table designed and
executed by Shara Gadomski. Our volunteers were wonderful from shopping,
setting-up, food prep and clean-up.

Third and fourth graders in Ms. Felecia’s Sunday School class presented a
Chanukah play. Parents of students were invited to watch the play. The students
were so excited and made costumes. A giant Todah to Ms. Felicia and her merry
band of players.

Please mark your calendars for our annual Martin Luther King Friday night Shabbat
service on Januaray 16th. There will be students from local high schools presenting
their award-winning essays. It is an inspiring night with a delicious Oneg following.
Our littlest friends are invited to a Tu B’Shevat Slumber and Pizza party on January
21st at 5:30. Pajamas are encouraged for the children, and we will celebrate the
Birthday of the Trees. There will be music, movement, stories, and a craft. 

Everyone is welcome. Please invite your friends. The cost is $18 per family. Please
remember to RSVP to me.

Stay warm and keep healthy!
Cookie 
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Beth Israel Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 11, 2026
10:00 AM

Join us for our Annual Beth Israel 
Meeting of the Congregation,

including Installation of Officers 
and the Board of Trustees

Brunch follows the meeting.
Call the office to make your reservation. 

609-641-3600 

JPlace Book Group
Wednesday, January 7, 1:00 PM
Wednesday, February 11, 1:00 PM

Join our monthly book group for a 
lively discussion of works by
by Jane Loeb Ruben.

All are welcome, 
whether you have
read the book 
already or not!
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    Special  Shabbat (Sabbath) Service in honor of 

       Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Beth Israel
2501 Shore Road, Northfield, NJ  08225

609-641-3600; bethisrael@cbinorthfield.org

FRIDAY,  JANUARY 16, 2026
Service begins in the Engelberg Sanctuary, 7:00 PM

with Pastor Collins Days and the Inspirational Choral 
Ensemble of the Second Baptist Church 

of Atlantic City

       
Presentation of the Fourth AnnualBeth Israel/NAACP

  Spirit of MLK Award to high school seniors 

  Atlantic City HS: Aryiane Hill
  Atlantic County Institue of Technology: Neandra Dorval 
  Egg Harbor Township HS: Sibel Alabarda
  Mainland HS:  John Traa
  and perhaps others

Special Reception follows the service in 
Beth Israel’s Ashner Auditorium Social Hall
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Tu B'Shevat
Birthday of the Trees

What is Tu B’Shevat?
Tu B’Shevat is Jewish Arbor Day,
the Jewish “birthday” of the trees.
“Tu” is actually a number, but not
the number “two.”  It is an
abbreviation for the Hebrew
number 15.  “Tu B’Shevat” simply
means the 15th of the Hebrew
month of Shevat.

Why is there a birthday for trees?
There are certain Jewish laws which
tell us to leave fruit to fall on its own
for the first three years, to dedicate
(contribute) the fruit of the fourth
year.  But are you going to keep track
of which day you planted which tree?  
So trees are like horses; they turn the
next age together, on the same day,
no matter when each one was planted. 

How is Tu B’Shevat observed?
This changed over time  In the 16th century Jewish
mystics in the city of Tzefat (Safed) developed a
“seder” for the holiday, using different kinds of fruit.  
Modern Zionists in the early 20th century turned it
into an occasion to plant trees, to “re-forest” the
land.  More recently it has become an occasion for
general awareness of the environment, the
importance of stewardship, and the new dangers we
face from climate change we have caused.

When is Tu B’Shevat this year?
This year the holiday begins on Sunday night, February 1.  
We will touch on the themes of the holiday at Tot Shabbat 
with a Tu B’Shevat Tot Slumber Party (see next page) on
January 21, as well as  during Religious School on February 1.
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Tot Shabbat  at Beth Israel 

Friday, February 20, 2025 

Special “Pre-Neg” snacks at 5:00 PM 
  Recitation of Kaddish at 5:30 PM 

but no separate Erev Shabbat
service that night

Tot Service at 6:00 PM
Dinner follows!

$18/family
Please come!!

But we do need an RSVP by
 by the Wednesday before

 the service  to know what to order.
bethisrael@ cbinorthfield.org or

609-641-3600
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THIRD ANNUAL
SHABBAT B’YACHAD

JOINT REFORM SHABBAT
MORNING SERVICES 

followed by a Kiddush Luncheon

   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
SHIRAT HAYAM 

 700 N. Swarthmore Ave, Ventnor City
9:00 AM TORAH STUDY (Parashat Terumah)
10:00 AM SPECIAL SERVICE FOR SHABBAT 

Kiddush Luncheon follows the service

Service led by
RABBI CANTOR JACQUELINE MENAKER

and RABBI MICHAEL FESHBACH
Beth Israel

 

LIVESTREAM
AND ZOOM AVAILABLE

RSVP for Kiddish Luncheon
to marlyn.rose09@yahoo.com 

or 609-822-7116 x 101 by
Friday, February 6

mailto:marlyn.rose09@yahoo.com




GRACIOUS GIFTS

In Memory Of:
Uriel Flax – Jeannette & Bennett Flax

Bev Tihansky – Kin & Robert Sabo
Emma Wilson – Barbara Meth
David Volpin – Barbara Meth
Julia Volpin – Barbara Meth

Harold Rich – Ted & Janet Rich
Rita Rose – Carole Berg

Dr. Nathaniel Wiesenfeld- Barbara Scarpa 
Richard Reynolds – The Gadon Family

Richard Kintish – Debbie Kintish Reeves
Leonard Zimmer – Bob & Susan Mayer

Norman Fischer – Brian & Shelly Meyers
Morris Rosenberg – Robin & Larry Mintz

Samuel Weiss – Jerry Cohn
Freda Staller – Alan Staller

Sylvia Stern – Rose Anne Stern
Bessie Robinson – Rose Anne Stern
Felicia Niven – Bernice Rappoport

Ted Zubar – Nina Demko
Marcella & Jack Gosin – Steve & Marge Gosin

Marvin Goldstein – Toby Goldstein
Mary Friedman – Maxine Lippman

Abe Atlas – Ruth Weislow
Fannie Zibulsky – Michelle Ziibulsky

Dorothy Rahn – Judy & Jonathan Rahn
Gladys Perkins – Marcia Perkins

Selma Bernowitz – Marcia Perkins
Sylvia Berkowitz – Carole Freedman 
Samuel Robinson – Rose Anne Stern

Jeff Nissman – Ellen Rosenfield
Frances Trivus – Ellen Rosenfield

Jack Biel – Mark Biel
Gary Scarpa – Barbara Scarpa

Troy Schussler – Sherrie Cohen
Tom Kennedy – Bonnie Kennedy
Natalie Gast – Harriet Diamond



MALLIN/MALAMUT FUND

In Memory Of:
Samuel Koren – Martha Moskowitz

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of:
James E Rubino – Judy Rubino

Mildred Abis – Arlene & James Berg
Morris Berg – Arlene & James Berg

ROSENBERG/SINDERBRAND RELLIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

In Memory Of:
Frances Morea – Patti Rosenberg

In The Family 

Mazel tov to:
Happy 85th & 90th Birthday

Susan & Bob Mayer – Bonnie Kennedy, Ruth Kelman
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Covenant Society 

Beth Israel is devoted to being open 
to anyone who wishes to participate in Jewish life. 

The members of our Covenant Society, through their generosity,
allow us to fulfill this sacred mission.

We thank these families. 

 SUSTAINER 

Anonymous 
Drs. Arthur & Julianne Childs 

Dr. Howard & Gayle Gross 
Mark Lippman 

David Lowenstein 
Robert & Susan Mayer 
Dr. Leonard Popowich 

MAGEIN HaBRIT
(Sustainers of the Covenant)

Brian & Shelly Meyers 
David Schoenen 

CHAVER EMUNAH 
(Faithful Friends)

Elliot & Adrienne Beinfest 
Ted & Janet Rich 

Dr. Gary & Debra Rosman 
Dr. Robert & Kim Sabo 

Adam & Brooke Stromfeld 
Stu & Rita Stromfeld 

David & Angela Thierman 
Golda Wood 

SHOMER YAHADUT
(Guardians of Judaism) 

Dr. Paul & Jodi Goodman 
Dr. George & Arlene Groch 

Josh & ToniAnn Lubeck 
Patti Rosenberg 

EZRAT YISRAEL
(Helpers of Israel)

Larry & Rosalie Clofine 
Dr. Allan & Terri Cummings 

Dr. Richard Kader & Dawn Gadon 
Dr. Howard & Linda Karp 

Alex & Gail Kiedjan 
Darren & Brett Matik 

Dr. Lonny Matlick 
Mona Miksis 

Larry & Robin Mintz 
Betsy Peck 

Jack & Marjorie Plackter 
Drs. Lloyd & Robin Pritz 

Barbara Rosenblatt  
Tom & Wendy Seymour 

 

EZRAT YISRAEL
(Helpers of Israel)

Continued

Tom & Robin Shields 
Steve & Pam Sinderbrand 

Mark & Lisa Stein 
Dr. Glenn & Geri Zuck 

We thank those members 
 who wish to remain Anonymous

if you are in a position to do so,
please consider participating in

our Covenant Society.
This is what enables us

to remain open 
to any and all those

who would come to us!
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Life & Legacy contributors
Life and Legacy is a partnership of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

and the Jewish Community of Atlantic and Cape May Counties 
that promotes after-lifetime giving. 

Beth Israel Legacy Donors remember the past 
and make a promise to the future

 that Beth Israel will remain a thriving dynamic Jewish home. 
Join us on this sacred quest. 

Call for more information. 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Anonymous 

Elliot & Adrienne Beinfest  

Rich & Lisa Belkin  

Sara Belkin & Rachel Belkin  

Jerry Bernstein 

Ruth Brown 

Larry & Rosalie Clofine   

Marc & Cookie Feldman 

Norman Fischer 

Stephanie Glaymon   

Dr. Paul & Jodi Goodman  

Dr. George & Arlene Groch

Dr. Howard & Gayle Gross

Mark Grossman & Anne Bullen 

Larry & Ruth Harrison 

Dr. Rich Kader & Dawn Gadon 

Sherri Hoffman 

Dr. Howard & Linda Karp 

JoAnne Kettler 

Jeff & Marta Kripitz 

Dr. David & Denise Landset    

Mark Lippman    

David Lowenstein

Drs. Marc Lowenstein 
& Deb Davies  

Bob & Susan Mayer 

Brian & Shelly Meyers 

Rosalie Mogell 

Felicia Niven 

Dr.  Marc & Betsy Peck

Ilene Reich 

Ted & Janet Rich 

Patti Rosenberg 

Melissa Rosenblum 

Byron & Marla Rovins 

Barbara Scarpa 

David Schoenen 

Tom & Robin Shields 
  

Steven & Pam Sinderbrand

Eliot Sokalsky

Michael & Susan Sokalsky

David and Angela Thierman

Jeff Vasser

Rachel Waldman

Rabbi David & Susan Weis

Norman Zlotnick



Mazal Tov to...

"There are stars up above..."

We mourn 
the loss of...

William Elliot Greenberg,
father of Beth Van Syckle



Beth Israel Board of Trustees

 President: Linda Karp
 Vice President: Adam Lefsky
 Vice President: Erin Meyers

 Treasurer: Robin Shields
 Secretary: Mona Miksis
 Board Chair: Lisa Belkin

Trustees:
Harry Albert, Dawn Gadon, Paul Goodman, Howard Gross, 

Mark Grossman, Jonathan Hirsch, Steve Katz, JoAnne Kettler, David Lowenstein, 
David Kratchman, Joshua Lubeck, Amy Malamut, Robert Mayer, Shelly Meyers,

 Hanna Newcomer, Theodore Rich, Marla Rovins, Barbara Scarpa, 
Steven Sinderbrand, Michael Stark, Lynn Stein, Aaron Tasoff,  Michelle Zibulsky
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BETH ISRAEL
You belong with us...

Welcome to Beth Israel,
a congregation, a community,

a family of families with a storied history,
a vibrant present and an exciting future.

Beth Israel is a warm and welcoming home for all,
a beautiful place to explore your spirituality,

lift your spirits, and celebrate the infinte value
that lies within each of us.

In coming here now,
you step into that treasured tradition,

putting your own stamp on our ever-evolving story,
and helping to shape it

for generations to come.



Rabbi:                                        Michael L. Feshbach
Rabbi Emeritus:                       David M. Weis
Cantor:                                      Marshall Portnoy
Cantorial Soloist:                     Debra Waldorf
Executive Director:                  Susan Sokalsky
Director of Education:             Cookie Feldman
Administrative Assistant:       Nancy Moore
Religious School Assistant:   Kathy Malamut
Custodian:                                Luke Barrett 

Beth Israel
 2501 Shore Road, Northfield, NJ 08225

609-641-3600; info@cbinorthfield.org
www.cbinorthfield.org

http://www.cbinorthfield.org/

