North Sea Reporter

News & Analysis — keeping you informed

www.klenergypublishing.com

29 October 2025
Issue 855

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Valaris scoops rig deals 2

Equinor output boost 10
Inch Cape cable lay 17
CONTENTS

Rig market

Construction

Contracts

Production 10
Drilling 11
Med/Africa briefing 13
Companies 14
Technology 15
Oil price 16
Safety 16
Renewables 17
Conferences 20

NSTA urges more well interventions
in effort to improve output efficiency

The North Sea Transition Authority (NSTA) is urging operators to increase the
number of well interventions they carry out as part of efforts to boost the
efficiency of production in UK waters.

The offshore regulator, in a statement yesterday (Tuesday), said its UKCS 2025
Wells Insight Report showed that well interventions contributed more than a
month’s supply last year despite activity being lower.

The report said that the number of well interventions on the UKCS fell to 425 in
2024 from 443 in 2023. However, it argued the interventions that were carried
out last year proved their worth by delivering around 37.5 million barrels of oil
equivalent, equating to 34 days of average UK production.

The NSTA reported that the efficiency of well intervention work improved last
year, with costs dropping to £9.60 (512.77) per boe produced from £11in 2023.
The authority emphasised the benefits of well interventions in slowing
production decline from assets and potentially allowing them to operate more
efficiently for longer. It said they are “cheaper, quicker and produce fewer
emissions than drilling new wells”.

In addition, the NSTA spoke of interventions providing work for supply chain
companies, encouraging them to keep vessels in the North Sea region so that
there is enough capacity for future work.

The report points out that 30% of the UK’s well stock was shut in last year and
while acknowledging that decommissioning is the next step for many of those
wells, a “significant” number could be reactivated. “Without investment, they
will be lost permanently, along with domestic reserves and resources,” the
report said.

The regulator explained that since early-2024 it has “proactively engaged with
eight leading operators to promote interventions and help them identify about
200 shut-in wells which could be reactivated”. (Continued on page 2)




