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2024 YOUTH STATS 

• 2,292 Elementary and Middle School Children in Religious Education Programs  

• 1,229 High School Youth in Religious Education Programs  

• 3,639 Total Religious Education Children/Youth 

o -2,887 in past 10 years 

o +266 since 2020 

• 1,933 Total School* Children 

• 1,241 Catholic Children in Schools* 

o -423 in past 10 years 

o +134 since 2020 

• 4,884 Total Parish Youth in Religious Education or Schools* 

 

• 3 parishes with over 300 children/youth, no programs over 400 – Hudson*, River Falls*, Medford* 

• 3 parishes with 200-300 children/youth – Superior Cathedral*, Somerset*, New Richmond* 

• 8 parishes with 100-200 children/youth – Rhinelander*, Hammond, Ashland*, Merrill*, Dobie*, Rice Lake*, Woodruff*, Moquah* 

• 25 parishes with less than 10 children/youth 

• 17 parishes with no children/youth 

• 5 parishes with no children/youth programs since before 2014 – Cornucopia, Gordon, Pier Willow, Stone Lake, Wilson 

 

2024 INFANT & MINOR BAPTISMS 

• 431 Baptisms 

o -5,237 in past 10 years 

o -1,343 since 2020 

• 1 parish with more than 40 – Hudson 

• 0 parishes with 31-40 

• 3 parishes with 21-30 – Superior Cathedral, New Richmond, Somerset, River Falls 

• 9 Parishes with 10-20 – Medford, Rice Lake, Woodruff, Ashland, Merrill, Hayward, Ladysmith, Cameron, Spooner 

• 36 parishes with no baptisms 

 

2024 ADULT BAPTISM / FULL COMMUNION  

• 114 Adult Baptism / Full Communion 

o -615 in past 10 years 

o -220 since 2020 

• 3 parishes with 10 or more – Hudson, Ashland, Eagle River 

• 76 parishes with no professions of faith 

• 36 parishes with no professions in past 10 years 

 

2024 FIRST COMMUNION 

• 521 First Communions 

o -5,589 in past 10 years 
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o -1,469 since 2020 

• 2 parishes with more than 40 – Hudson, River Falls 

• 4 parishes with 21-40 – Rice Lake, New Richmond, Medford, Superior Cathedral 

• 9 parishes with 11-20 – Somerset, Hammond, Rhinelander, Ashland, Spooner, Woodruff, Merrill, Dobie, Tomahawk 

• 41 parishes with no First Communions 

• 9 parishes with no First Communions in past 10 years 

 

2024 CONFIRMATION (NOTE: SOME PARISHES ONLY HOLD CONFIRMATION EVERY OTHER YEAR) 

• 436 High School Confirmations 

o -4,845 in past 10 years 

o -1,320 since 2020 

• 2 parishes with over 30 – Medford, Hudson 

• 5 parishes with 21-30 – New Richmond, Hammond, Somerset, River Falls, Rice Lake 

• 4 parishes with 11-20 – Woodruff, Ashland, Superior, Amery 

• 51 parishes with no Confirmations 

• 12 parishes with no Confirmations in past 10 years 

 

2024 MARRIAGES AND VALIDATIONS 

• 127 Marriages and Validations 

o -1,386 in past 10 years 

o -329 since 2020 

• 3 parishes with more than 10 – Superior Cathedral, Hudson, Medford 

• 61 parishes with no Marriages 

• 12 parishes with no Marriages in past 10 years 

 

2024 INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS 

• 12,224 Individual Confessions 

• 2 parishes with 1,000 or more – Rice Lake, Superior Cathedral 

• 2 parishes with 501-1,000 – Merrill, Hayward 

• 29 parishes with 101-500 – River Falls, Rhinelander, New Richmond, Iron River, Woodruff, Amery, Superior HA, Foxboro, Reserve, Lake Nebagamon, 

Philllips, Hammond, Stone Lake, Cumberland, Frederic, Tomahawk, Turtle Lake, Osceola, Grantsburg, Dobie, Cameron, Almena, Ashland, Gilman, 

Superior SFX, Cable, Lac du Flambeau, Somerset, Sugar Camp 

• 18 parishes with no Confessions recorded 

 

2024 INDIVIDUAL ANOINTINGS OF THE SICK 

• 1,950 Individual Anointings of the Sick 

• 4 parishes with more than 100 – Rice Lake, Superior Cathedral, Rhinelander, Hammond 

• 7 parishes with 50-100 – Hudson, Sugar Camp, New Richmond, Superior, Spooner, Park Falls, Flambeau 

• 23 with no Anointings recorded 
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2024 FUNERALS 

• 776 Funerals 

o -8,106 in past 10 years 

o -2,440 since 2020 

• 1 with more than 50 – Medford 

• 4 with 31-50 – Hudson, Rhinelander, Somerset, Ashland 

• 5 with 21-30 – Merrill, River Falls, Superior SFX, Superior Cathedral, Tomahawk 

• 12 with more than 10 – Hayward, New Richmond, Park Falls, Reserve, Rice Lake, Woodruff, Hurley, Ladysmith, Rib Lake, Glenwood City, Washburn, Lac 

du Flambeau 

• 7 with no Funerals 

• 2 with no Funerals in past 10 years 

 

2024 MASSES PER PRIEST (*Utilize Retired/Neighboring Priest or Helps Out in Other Parishes) 

 # Masses # Priests Mass/Priest  # Masses # Priests Mass/Priest 

Cathedral Area Cluster 7 2 3.5 Superior, St. Francis 3 1 3 

Spooner Area Cluster 4 1 4 Webster Area Cluster 3 1 3 

Solon Springs Area Cluster 3 1 3 Rice Lake Area Cluster 8 3* 2.7 

River Falls Area Cluster 4 1 4 Hudson 3 2 1.5 

New Richmond Area Cluster 3 1 3 Somerset Area Cluster 6 1.75* 3.4 

Cumberland Area Cluster 4 1 4 Amery Area Cluster 4 1 4 

Chetek Area Cluster 4 1 4 Hammond-Glenwood City Area  4 1 4 

Frederic Area Cluster 3 1 3 Medford Area Cluster 8 2 4 

Park Falls Area Cluster 4 1 4 Ladysmith Area Cluster 5 1.25* 4 

Hayward Area Cluster 8 2 4 Phillips Area Cluster 4 1 4 

Gilman Area Cluster 4 1 4 Winter Area Cluster 3 1 4* 

Ashland Area Cluster 4 1 4 Hurley Area Cluster 4 1 4 

Bayfield Area Cluster 4.5 1 4.5 Mellen Area Cluster 4.5 1 4.5 

Iron River 2 1 2 Eagle River Area Cluster 7 2 3.5 

Lac du Flambeau Area Clust 5 1 5 Tomahawk Area Cluster 5 1 5 

Merrill Area Cluster 4 1 4 Boulder Junction Area Clust 3 1 3 

Rhinelander Area Cluster 4 1 4 Woodruff 3 1 3 

9 Pastors, 19 Parochial Administrators, 14 Parochial/Sacramental Vicars 

 

2024 MASS ATTENDANCE 

• 147.5 Mass per Weekend 

o 18,140 Average Attendance 

▪ 19,365 in July 

▪ 16,052 in October 

▪ 16 parishes nearly double or triple attendance in July (40% or more) compared to October (Superior Assumption, Lake Nebagamon, 

Gordon, Chetek, Rib Lake, Cable, Sanborn, Cornucopia, Lac du Flambeau, Sugar Camp, Land O’Lakes, Sayner, Boulder Junction, 

Presque Isle, Pelican Lake, Woodruff) 
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▪ 13 parishes have larger attendance in October (15% or more) compared to July (Barron, Erin Prairie, Wilson, Weyerhaeuser, Lublin, 

Catawba, Reserve, Tony, Fifield, Jump River, Ashland, Bayfield, Highbridge) 

o 29,840 Church Capacities 

o 35% of cumulative Church capacity filled on average 

o 22 Churches more than 50% Full on average per Mass 

o 13 Churches less than 20% Full on average per Mass 

• 159 Weekday Masses 

o 14 Churches with no weekday Mass 

o 1,617 Average Weekday Mass Attendance 

 

2024 FAMILY UNITS 

• 20,163 Family Units 

• 54,443 Registered Parishioners 

• 15,946 Envelope Holders 

• 29% of Registered Parishioners are Envelope Holders 

• 38.57% of Registered Parishioners are over 65 years old 

• 31.16% of Registered Parishioners are 25-64 years old 

• 16.54% of Registered Parishioners are under 24 years old 

• 25.89% are Unknown 

• 15.12% of Registered Parishioners are Native American 

• 2.47% of Registered Parishioners are Hispanic 

 

U.S. Diocesan Rankings 

Of only the 174 dioceses (not eparchies), the Diocese of Superior ranks (largest to smallest)… 

• 146th in number of priests  

• 49th in number of parishes 

• 153rd in Catholic population 


