
POLITICAL ACTIVITY GUIDELINES 

C. 

1. Authority. These guidelines are enacted by the Superintendent of Schools to
augment School Board Rules 9.043 - Political Activity in the Schools and 6.46 -
Political Activities of Employees.

2. Introduction. The St. Johns County School District encourages employees to be
involved in the political process, recognizing that informed and involved citizens are
crucial to a healthy democracy. However, political activity at school or school
activities cannot be allowed to create the appearance of partisanship on the part
of the School District, teachers and staff, disrupt the school environment, or
otherwise interfere with the educational mission of the School District.

3. Political Activity. These guidelines regulate political activities (a) at School District
schools and on District property; (b) by School District employees while they are
on duty; (c) by District students while they are at school or at school-sponsored
activities; and (d) by means of School District media. Regulated political activities
include activities in connection with political campaigns for public office, proposed
constitutional amendments or other referendum issues, political movements,
political causes, and political parties and organizations.

4. Use of School District Property and Media. District schools and School District
property shall not be used for political campaigning, fundraising, solicitation, rallies,
announcements or photo opportunities.

a. Photo Opportunities. Political candidates shall not be allowed to take video
and photographs for campaign purposes except at public events.

b. Meetings. Political parties and groups are eligible to enter into facility use
agreements with the District for the purpose of holding business meetings.
However, at such meetings, the following political activities are prohibited:

1. Campaign rallies;

ii. Campaign speeches or presentations by or on behalf of any
proposed candidates or proposed constitutional amendment or
referendum;

iii. Fundraising; and

iv. Distribution of campaign material.

Media. School Board media, including the District email system, telephone 
system, social media accounts, newsletters and intercom systems, shall not 
be used for political purposes. Provided however, a newsletter of an 
employee organization that is normally distributed using District media will 
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is essentially balanced and fair. Teachers shall not use professional contacts with 
students to further his/her own political aims or views or those of any other 
individual or group. 

11. Elected Public Officials. Elected officials are always welcome on School Board
property upon the invitation of a School Board Member, the Superintendent, or the
principal. The purpose of such visits should be for teaching or sharing about their
office and its role in our system of government, to learn about public school issues,
or to participate in school activities. They may be invited to attend school functions,
speak to students and employees, and otherwise share and receive information
during such visits.

12. Town Hall Meetings. School Board property may be used for "town hall meetings."
These are public meetings when the general public is invited to meet with one or
more elected officials for the purpose of giving and receiving information on issues
relevant to the office of the elected official hosting the event. The use of School
Board property for this purpose shall be governed by School Board Rule 9.04 and
related procedures. Provided, however, such meetings shall not be permitted after
qualifying and prior to the final election when the elected official is running for
reelection.

ADOPTED this _5_ day of �bef. 20�. 

n splen 
ntendent of Schools 

Page 5 of 5 




