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MINUTES OF MEETING 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026 

9:00 AM 

 

Proceedings of Certifying Official Election Results and Public Post-Election Audit by the 

Canvassing Board of St. Johns County, Florida, held in the Supervisor of Elections Office, 4455 

Avenue A, Suite 101, St. Augustine, Florida. 

 

Present: Honorable Alexander R. Christine, Jr., County Judge, Chair 

  Honorable Clay Murphy, County Commissioner 

  Honorable Vicky Oakes, Supervisor of Elections 

 

Also present: Eddie Creamer, Property Appraiser/Qualified Elector/Alternate; Wayne Fusco, 

Assistant SOE; Chris Leddy, Chief Deputy; Jennifer Reis, Election Services Specialist; Chase 

Ellis, IT Coordinator; and Kelly English, Bailiff. 

 

Public Attendance: Michelle Spoonhour 

 

(08/26/26 – 9:00 AM) 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Judge Christine called the meeting to order. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The clerk called the roll: Judge Christine, Commissioner Murphy, and Supervisor Oakes were 

present. 

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 

None 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

Motion to approve by Murphy, seconded by Oakes, carried unanimously to approve the 

agenda as amended. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None 

 

1. CERTIFY OFFICIAL ELECTION RESULTS 
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The Canvassing Board opened the meeting by signing the Official Certification Results for the 

August 18, 2026, Primary Election for filing with the Division of Elections. 

 

2. SUMMARY STATEMENT BY CHRIS LEDDY, SOE STAFF, IN SUPPORT OF 

CANVASSING BOARD ACTION 

 

(08/26/26 – 9:02 AM) 

 

Supervisor Oakes introduced Chris Leddy, Chief Deputy, to provide a Summary Statement in 

support of Canvassing Board action – in response to the objection of three duplicated ballots during 

prior Canvassing Board sessions. The statement held three points of reference in support of the 

Canvassing Board’s decisions: the sample matrix in the Canvassing Board Manual which says to 

accept a voted sample ballot, the consistency of St. Johns County processes and the inability of a 

voter to cure a ballot once it has been accepted, and therefore, deemed “cast”, and thirdly, the law 

and application of what is stated in Florida Statutes and case law. The St. Johns County Canvassing 

Board treated the cast sample ballots as defective ballots that could not be read through the scanner, 

and made consistent, unanimous decisions with no knowledge of potential impact on election 

results. The duplication process and completion of duplication logs were compliant under Florida 

law, and the Canvassing Board decisions and actions were made with appropriate consideration.  

See Summary Statement in Support of Canvassing Board Action attached. 

 

3. CONDUCT PUBLIC AUDIT FOR THE AUGUST 18, 2026, PRIMARY ELECTION 

 

(08/26/26 – 9:16 AM) 

 

Supervisor Oakes turned the floor over to Chase Ellis, IT Coordinator. Chase presented the 

Canvassing Board with the Clear Ballot audit report, which assesses the accuracy of each contest 

and the overall election accuracy. The post-election audit showed the August 18, 2026, Primary 

Election was 99.99% accurate. Chase explained that the likelihood of 100% is low, showing the 

vote visualization and explaining the difference between how ES&S tabulators recognize voter 

marks and the Clear Ballot Clear Audit system recognizes voter marks. All three Canvassing Board 

members signed the Results Accuracy Report to file with the Division of Elections. 

 

(08/26/26 – 9:28 AM) 

 

Judge Christine announced the next meeting for Wednesday, October 14, at 9:00 AM. 

With there being no further business to come before the Board, the Chair asked for a motion to 

adjourn. 

 

Motion by Oakes, seconded by Christine, carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 
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