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| A Short Report About Foreign Policy of Pakistan 

Pakistan’s foreign policy operates on the principle of multi-alignment and strategic 
hedging, navigating relationships with global superpowers, regional allies, and 
neighboring states. Governed by Article 40 of its constitution and its geo-strategic 
location at the intersection of South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East, Islamabad 
balances economic survival with national security. 

 

Core Strategic Pillars & Major Relationships 

1. The All-Weather Friendship with China 

China is Pakistan's premier economic and strategic partner. 

●​ CPEC & Infrastructure: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) serves 
as a flagship project of Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative, anchoring Chinese 
investments in energy, transport, and Gwadar Port.​
 

●​ Defense & Defense Procurement: Pakistan relies heavily on Chinese military 
technology (e.g., JF-17 Thunder aircraft, naval frigates, and air defense 
systems), increasingly acting as an operational bridge between Chinese 
defense systems and Gulf partners.​
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2. The Delicate Dynamic with the United States 

Relations with Washington have shifted from historical counter-terrorism alliances to 
transactional pragmatic engagement. 

●​ Transactional Convergence: Islamabad seeks U.S. support for IMF financial 
programs, trade access, and critical minerals cooperation.​
 

●​ Diplomatic Mediation: Pakistan has positioned itself as a key regional 
mediator (notably engaging in diplomatic dialogue regarding U.S.-Iran 
tension) while carefully managing Washington's concerns over Chinese 
technology and defense ties.​
 

3. Middle Eastern Trilateral Alliances & Hedging 

Pakistan's relations with the Gulf and Turkey have formalized into significant regional 
defense networks. 

●​ The Mecca Joint Defense Agreement: Signed alongside Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey, this tri-party pact includes a mutual security clause, combining Saudi 
financial backing, Turkish defense-industrial technology, and Pakistan's 
frontline military capacity.​
 

●​ Economic Lifelines: Saudi Arabia and the UAE remain essential sources of 
financial deposits, oil deferrals, and remittance flows from the Pakistani 
diaspora.​
 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Complex Regional Neighborhood 
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         ▼                            ▼                            ▼ 

  [ East: India ]            [ West: Afghanistan ]          [ West: Iran ] 

Disputed Kashmir /         Cross-Border Friction /        Border Management / 

Nuclear Deterrence         TTP Security & Border Crises   Energy & Mediation 

●​ India: Dominated by the enduring Jammu & Kashmir dispute and nuclear 
deterrence mechanics. Formal high-level diplomatic dialogue remains largely 
stalled since 2019, maintaining a state of cold peace across the Line of 
Control.​
 

●​ Afghanistan: Relations with the Taliban administration have grown 
increasingly strained over cross-border security challenges, particularly the 
activity of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and border fencing friction along 
the Durand Line.​
 

●​ Iran: Relations balance security cooperation along the shared Balochistan 
border with energy trade aspirations, while Pakistan maintains neutrality in 
broader Middle Eastern regional disputes. 

 

 



Foreign Policy Objectives vs. Constraints 
 

Policy Objective Underlying Mechanism Key Strategic Risk 

Economic 
Diplomacy 

Securing IMF packages, 
foreign direct investment, and 
trade deals. 

High debt vulnerability 
restricting diplomatic 
leverage. 

Regional Deterrence Strategic partnerships (China) 
and military modernization. 

Escalation risks along 
eastern and western 
borders. 

Middle East 
Integration 

Tri-lateral defense 
agreements with Saudi Arabia 
& Turkey. 

Over-extension in complex 
regional rivalries. 

Multi-Alignment Simultaneous relations with 
China, US, Gulf, and West. 

Potential backlash if forced 
to choose between rival 
superpowers. 
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