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| Indian Faith and Religion: Historical Development, Diversity, 
and Contemporary Significance 

Abstract 

India is one of the world's most religiously and culturally diverse societies. Its 
religious landscape has developed over several millennia through the 
emergence of indigenous traditions, the arrival and development of religions 
from outside the subcontinent, philosophical movements, social reform, 
migration, and interaction among different communities. Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism originated in the Indian subcontinent, while 
Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, and other traditions established 
longstanding communities in India. Religion has influenced Indian philosophy, 
literature, architecture, music, dance, festivals, law, political organization, 
social institutions, and everyday life. At the same time, India's religious history 
has included periods of coexistence and cultural exchange as well as conflict 
and contestation. The Constitution of India establishes freedom of religion 
and equality before the law while maintaining a secular framework of 
government. This report examines the historical foundations of Indian 
religious traditions, major faith communities, religious practices and 
institutions, pilgrimage, interfaith interaction, religion and society, 
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constitutional secularism, and contemporary challenges. It argues that 
religion remains a central component of India's cultural identity while 
simultaneously presenting important questions concerning pluralism, social 
equality, minority rights, gender, secularism, and communal relations. 

Keywords: India, religion, faith, Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, 
Christianity, religious diversity, secularism, pilgrimage, interfaith relations 

 

1. Introduction 

Religion has played a fundamental role in the development of Indian 
civilization. Unlike countries in which one religious tradition became 
overwhelmingly dominant at an early stage of national development, India 
has historically accommodated numerous religious traditions within the 
same geographical and political space. 

The Indian subcontinent is the birthplace of several major world religions and 
philosophical traditions. Hindu traditions developed over many centuries, 
while Buddhism and Jainism emerged during the first millennium BCE. Sikhism 
developed later in the Punjab region. Islam and Christianity also have long 
histories in India, while Jewish and Zoroastrian communities established 
important settlements over many centuries. 

Religion in India cannot be separated easily from culture and social life. 
Religious ideas influence festivals, family ceremonies, architecture, literature, 
food practices, dress, pilgrimage, music, art, and patterns of community 
organization. For many people, religion is not restricted to formal worship but 
forms part of everyday social and cultural identity. 



At the same time, Indian religious life is internally diverse. Hinduism, for 
example, includes numerous philosophical schools, devotional traditions, 
regional practices, and sectarian communities. Similarly, Indian Muslims, 
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, and other religious groups contain 
considerable internal diversity. 

Understanding Indian religion therefore requires attention not only to 
individual faiths but also to the historical relationships among communities 
and to the constitutional framework within which religious life operates. 

 

2. Historical Foundations of Indian Religious Traditions 

2.1 Early Religious Traditions 

Archaeological evidence from the Indus Valley Civilization provides evidence 
of ritual practices and symbolic objects, although interpretations of their 
religious significance remain debated. 

The Vedic traditions that developed in ancient India produced an extensive 
body of religious and philosophical literature. The Vedas, Brahmanas, 
Aranyakas, Upanishads, and later texts contributed to the development of 
ideas concerning ritual, morality, knowledge, the self, and ultimate reality. 

Over time, religious thought became increasingly diverse. Philosophical 
concepts such as dharma, karma, samsara, and moksha became important 
within several Indian traditions, although their precise meanings differ 
between religious and philosophical systems. 

2.2 Buddhism and Jainism 



Around the sixth and fifth centuries BCE, new religious and philosophical 
movements emerged in northern India. Buddhism and Jainism challenged 
aspects of existing religious and social practices and emphasized ethical 
conduct, spiritual discipline, and liberation. 

Siddhartha Gautama, known as the Buddha, developed a path centered on 
understanding suffering, its causes, and the possibility of liberation. Buddhist 
institutions subsequently spread throughout India and across Asia. 

Jainism, associated particularly with Mahavira, emphasized non-violence, 
truth, asceticism, self-discipline, and liberation from karmic bondage. 

Both traditions had significant effects on Indian philosophy, art, architecture, 
education, and political history. 

2.3 Ashoka and the Expansion of Buddhism 

The Mauryan emperor Ashoka is an important figure in the history of Indian 
religion. After the Kalinga War, Ashoka promoted principles associated with 
ethical conduct, tolerance, and compassion. He supported Buddhism and 
helped facilitate its wider transmission. 

Ashokan inscriptions provide important historical evidence concerning 
religious and ethical ideas in ancient India. 

Buddhism subsequently became an international religion, spreading to Sri 
Lanka, Central Asia, Southeast Asia, China, Korea, Japan, Tibet, and other 
regions. Although Buddhism later declined as a major religion within much of 
India, its philosophical and cultural influence remained substantial. 

 



3. Hinduism 

3.1 General Characteristics 

Hinduism is the largest religious tradition in India and one of the world's oldest 
continuously developing religious traditions. 

The term "Hinduism" encompasses a wide range of beliefs and practices 
rather than a single unified theological system. Hindu traditions include 
different understandings of God, ultimate reality, worship, spiritual discipline, 
and liberation. 

Important concepts include dharma, karma, samsara, and moksha. Different 
philosophical schools interpret these concepts in different ways. 

3.2 Major Traditions 

Several major devotional traditions have developed within Hinduism. 

Vaishnavism places particular emphasis on Vishnu and his incarnations, 
especially Rama and Krishna. 

Shaivism centers on Shiva and includes numerous philosophical and 
devotional traditions. 

Shaktism emphasizes the divine feminine or Shakti and includes traditions 
centered on goddesses such as Durga, Kali, and Lakshmi. 

Other Hindu traditions emphasize particular forms of the divine, philosophical 
inquiry, meditation, or devotional practice. 

3.3 Hindu Scriptures 



Hindu religious literature is extensive. Important texts include the Vedas, 
Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Puranas, Agamas, 
and numerous regional devotional works. 

The Bhagavad Gita has been particularly influential in discussions of duty, 
action, devotion, knowledge, and spiritual liberation. 

3.4 Worship and Festivals 

Hindu religious practice may include temple worship, household rituals, 
prayer, meditation, pilgrimage, offerings, chanting, and participation in 
festivals. 

Major festivals include Diwali, Holi, Navratri, Durga Puja, Janmashtami, Ganesh 
Chaturthi, and many regional celebrations. 

Hindu pilgrimage destinations include Varanasi, Ayodhya, Mathura, Haridwar, 
Rishikesh, Tirupati, Puri, and numerous other sacred places. 

 

4. Islam in India 

Islam has a long and diverse history in India. Muslim communities developed 
through trade, migration, political expansion, conversion, and cultural 
interaction. 

Early Muslim traders established communities along India's western coast. 
Later, Muslim dynasties and the Mughal Empire played significant roles in the 
political and cultural history of the subcontinent. 



Indian Islam includes diverse traditions and schools. Sufi traditions have been 
particularly influential in Indian religious and cultural history. Sufi shrines 
attracted people from different social and religious backgrounds and 
contributed to traditions of devotional music, poetry, and spiritual practice. 

Islamic influence can also be seen in Indian architecture, literature, music, 
cuisine, languages, and artistic traditions. 

Important Muslim heritage sites include the Jama Masjid in Delhi, the 
Charminar in Hyderabad, major mosques in numerous cities, and Sufi shrines 
such as Ajmer Sharif. 

Indian Muslims constitute a major component of India's religious and cultural 
diversity. 

 

5. Christianity in India 

Christianity has a long history in India. According to longstanding Christian 
traditions, Christianity was introduced to parts of the Indian subcontinent in 
the first century CE through the Apostle Thomas, although the historical 
details of this tradition are debated. 

The Saint Thomas Christian communities of Kerala represent one of the 
oldest Christian traditions in India. 

Christianity expanded through different historical periods, particularly 
through European colonial contacts and missionary activity. Christian 
communities are found throughout India, with particularly significant 
populations in parts of Kerala, Goa, the Northeast, and several urban centers. 



Christian institutions have made significant contributions to education, 
healthcare, social welfare, literature, and community development. 

Indian Christianity is itself diverse, including Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, 
and independent traditions. 

 

6. Sikhism 

Sikhism emerged in the Punjab region during the late fifteenth and early 
sixteenth centuries through the teachings of Guru Nanak and the subsequent 
Sikh Gurus. 

Sikhism emphasizes belief in one God, equality, honest work, service, 
remembrance of the divine, and rejection of caste-based discrimination. 

The Guru Granth Sahib is the central scripture of Sikhism and is regarded by 
Sikhs as the eternal Guru. 

The gurdwara is the central institution of Sikh community life. One of its most 
important practices is langar, the communal meal that is traditionally offered 
to all people regardless of social or religious background. 

The Golden Temple, or Harmandir Sahib, in Amritsar is one of the most 
important Sikh religious sites and a major destination for pilgrimage and 
cultural tourism. 

 

7. Buddhism in India 



Although Buddhism originated in India, its contemporary demographic 
presence within India is smaller than that of Hinduism, Islam, or Christianity. 

Buddhist heritage nevertheless remains extremely important. Sites 
associated with the life of the Buddha attract pilgrims and visitors from India 
and around the world. 

Major Buddhist pilgrimage sites include: 

●​ Bodh Gaya, associated with the Buddha's enlightenment 
●​ Sarnath, associated with the Buddha's first teaching 
●​ Kushinagar, associated with his death and parinirvana 
●​ Lumbini, in present-day Nepal, associated with his birth 

India also experienced a major modern Buddhist revival through the 
conversion movement associated with B. R. Ambedkar. In 1956, Ambedkar and 
many of his followers converted to Buddhism as part of a movement 
challenging caste-based inequality. 

 

8. Jainism 

Jainism is one of India's ancient religious traditions. It places exceptional 
emphasis on ahimsa, or non-violence, as well as truth, non-attachment, 
self-discipline, and spiritual liberation. 

Jain communities have historically made important contributions to Indian 
philosophy, literature, architecture, commerce, philanthropy, and education. 



Jain temples are often distinguished by elaborate architectural and 
sculptural traditions. Important pilgrimage centers include Mount Abu, 
Palitana, Shravanabelagola, and numerous other sites. 

The Jain emphasis on non-violence has also influenced broader Indian 
discussions of ethics and social responsibility. 

 

9. Zoroastrianism and Other Religious Communities 

India is home to a longstanding Zoroastrian community, commonly known as 
the Parsis. Many Parsis settled in western India after the Islamic conquest of 
Persia and developed an influential community, particularly in Gujarat and 
Mumbai. 

Despite being numerically small, the Parsi community has made major 
contributions to Indian industry, philanthropy, education, science, arts, and 
public life. 

India also has longstanding Jewish communities, particularly in Kerala and 
Maharashtra. Their historical presence demonstrates the long-standing 
capacity of Indian society to accommodate communities with origins 
outside the subcontinent. 

Other communities include Baháʼís and followers of various indigenous, tribal, 
and new religious traditions. 

 

10. Indigenous and Tribal Religious Traditions 



India's religious landscape cannot be understood exclusively through the 
major world religions. 

Numerous Adivasi and tribal communities maintain distinctive religious 
traditions connected with ancestors, forests, rivers, mountains, animals, 
village deities, and sacred landscapes. 

These traditions vary substantially between communities. Some groups have 
also adopted or incorporated elements of Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, 
or other religions. 

Indigenous religious practices demonstrate the close relationship between 
spirituality, ecology, community, and traditional knowledge. 

 

11. Religious Philosophy and Concepts 

Indian religious traditions have produced sophisticated philosophical 
systems. 

11.1 Dharma 

Dharma can refer to duty, ethical conduct, religious order, social 
responsibility, or a broader principle of right living. Its interpretation varies 
considerably among traditions. 

11.2 Karma 

Karma generally refers to action and its consequences. In different Indian 
religions, karma plays a role in explaining moral causation and the cycle of 
rebirth. 



11.3 Samsara 

Samsara refers broadly to the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. Hindu, 
Buddhist, and Jain traditions interpret this concept differently. 

11.4 Moksha and Liberation 

Hindu traditions commonly use the concept of moksha to describe liberation 
from samsara. Buddhism uses concepts such as nirvana, while Jainism 
emphasizes liberation of the soul from karmic matter. 

Despite important differences, these traditions share an interest in 
overcoming forms of suffering, ignorance, attachment, or bondage. 

 

12. Pilgrimage and Sacred Geography 

Pilgrimage is one of the most visible expressions of religious life in India. 

India's sacred geography includes rivers, mountains, temples, mosques, 
churches, monasteries, gurdwaras, shrines, and pilgrimage routes. 

The Ganges has profound religious significance in Hindu traditions. Varanasi, 
situated on the Ganges, is one of the most important pilgrimage centers. 

The Kumbh Mela is among the world's largest religious gatherings and 
demonstrates the enormous social and cultural scale of Indian pilgrimage 
traditions. 

Pilgrimage also contributes significantly to local economies by generating 
demand for transportation, accommodation, food, handicrafts, guides, and 
religious services. 



 

13. Religion and Indian Art and Architecture 

Religion has been a major source of inspiration for Indian artistic traditions. 

Hindu temples contain sculptures, paintings, inscriptions, ritual objects, and 
architectural symbolism. 

Buddhist stupas, monasteries, caves, and sculptures provide evidence of the 
development of Buddhist art. 

Jain temples are renowned for elaborate stone carving and architectural 
detail. 

Islamic architecture introduced and developed distinctive forms involving 
domes, arches, geometric ornamentation, calligraphy, and garden design. 

Sikh architecture developed its own distinctive forms, with the Golden Temple 
representing a major example. 

Religious art therefore provides not only aesthetic value but also historical 
evidence about belief systems, political power, patronage, technology, and 
social organization. 

 

14. Religion and Indian Festivals 

Religious festivals play an important role in social and cultural life. 

Hindu festivals include Diwali, Holi, Navratri, Durga Puja, Ganesh Chaturthi, 
Pongal, Onam, and numerous regional celebrations. 



Muslim communities observe Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, Eid al-Adha, Muharram, 
and other religious occasions. 

Christian communities celebrate Christmas, Easter, and other religious 
festivals. 

Sikhs celebrate Vaisakhi, Gurpurabs, and other important occasions. 

Buddhists observe festivals including Buddha Purnima, while Jains celebrate 
events such as Mahavir Jayanti and Paryushan. 

Festivals often extend beyond strictly religious functions. They provide 
opportunities for family gatherings, community organization, artistic 
performance, charitable activity, food preparation, and cultural transmission. 

 

15. Religion and Social Structure 

Religion has historically interacted with India's social institutions, including 
family, caste, community, and political organization. 

The relationship between religion and caste is particularly complex. Caste 
practices have historically existed across sections of Indian society, although 
their forms and significance vary between communities. 

The Indian Constitution prohibits untouchability and establishes legal 
equality. Social reformers such as B. R. Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, Jyotirao 
Phule, Savitribai Phule, and others challenged different forms of social 
inequality. 



Religion has therefore played contradictory roles: it has sometimes been 
used to reinforce social hierarchy, while religious and reform movements 
have also provided powerful critiques of inequality. 

 

16. Religion, Gender, and Society 

Gender is another important dimension of Indian religious life. 

Women have played significant roles in Indian religious traditions as 
philosophers, saints, poets, teachers, reformers, and community leaders. 
Figures such as Mirabai, Andal, Akka Mahadevi, and numerous others 
demonstrate the importance of women in religious history. 

At the same time, religious customs and social institutions have sometimes 
been used to justify gender inequalities. 

Contemporary India contains ongoing debates concerning women's 
participation in religious institutions, marriage, inheritance, personal law, 
education, and leadership. 

These debates illustrate the continuing interaction between religious 
tradition, constitutional principles, social change, and gender equality. 

 

17. Religion and the Indian Constitution 

The Constitution provides the legal foundation for religious freedom in India. 



India is constitutionally described as a secular democratic republic. Freedom 
of conscience and the right to profess, practice, and propagate religion are 
protected subject to constitutional limitations. 

The Constitution also prohibits discrimination on specified grounds and 
establishes equality before the law. 

Indian secularism differs from some Western models of strict institutional 
separation between religion and state. The Indian state can interact with 
religious institutions in areas such as social reform, public order, education, 
and administration while maintaining constitutional commitments to 
religious freedom and equality. 

 

18. Interfaith Relations and Cultural Exchange 

Indian history contains numerous examples of religious interaction and 
cultural exchange. 

Sufi and Bhakti traditions contributed to devotional cultures that sometimes 
crossed formal religious boundaries. Shared pilgrimage sites, musical 
traditions, literary influences, and local customs have also contributed to 
cultural interaction. 

Indian languages contain vocabulary derived from multiple religious and 
cultural traditions. Music, cuisine, architecture, clothing, and literature similarly 
demonstrate centuries of interaction. 

However, coexistence has not always been peaceful. India has experienced 
episodes of religious conflict, communal violence, and political tensions. 



These historical experiences demonstrate that pluralism requires institutional 
protection, social dialogue, and respect for religious freedom. 

 

19. Religion and Politics 

Religion has been an important element of Indian political life. 

Political movements have sometimes used religious identities to mobilize 
voters and construct political communities. Debates surrounding secularism, 
Hindu nationalism, minority rights, personal laws, religious conversion, and the 
relationship between religion and the state remain significant. 

The political role of religion should be understood within India's broader 
democratic framework. Religious identity is one among several factors 
influencing political behavior, alongside caste, class, language, region, 
economic interests, and leadership. 

The challenge for democratic governance is to maintain political equality 
and constitutional rights while allowing citizens to participate in public life 
according to their beliefs. 

 

20. Religion and Tourism 

Religious heritage is a major component of Indian tourism. 

Pilgrimage destinations attract both domestic and international visitors. 
Religious tourism contributes to local economies through accommodation, 
transportation, food, retail, handicrafts, and cultural services. 



Major destinations include Varanasi, Amritsar, Bodh Gaya, Ajmer, Tirupati, Puri, 
Haridwar, Rishikesh, Mathura, Goa, and numerous others. 

Religious tourism can promote cultural understanding and heritage 
preservation. However, large pilgrimage gatherings can also create 
challenges involving crowd management, sanitation, environmental 
protection, commercialization, and infrastructure. 

Sustainable management is therefore necessary to ensure that tourism does 
not damage sacred sites or negatively affect local communities. 

 

21. Contemporary Challenges 

21.1 Communal Tensions 

Religious diversity can generate political and social tensions. Communal 
violence and hate speech remain concerns in some contexts. 

Protecting citizens from religious discrimination and violence is essential for 
maintaining social stability and constitutional democracy. 

21.2 Religious Polarization 

Political polarization can sometimes transform religious identity into a source 
of political division. Social media has increased the speed at which religious 
narratives and misinformation can spread. 

Responsible political communication and media literacy are therefore 
increasingly important. 



21.3 Preservation of Religious Heritage 

Historic temples, mosques, churches, monasteries, gurdwaras, synagogues, 
shrines, and archaeological sites require conservation. 

Urbanization, pollution, neglect, environmental change, and uncontrolled 
development can threaten religious heritage. 

21.4 Modernization and Changing Religious Practices 

Urbanization, education, migration, globalization, and digital technology are 
changing how religious communities practice and communicate their faith. 

Online sermons, digital religious communities, virtual pilgrimage resources, 
and social media have created new forms of religious participation. 

Modernization therefore does not necessarily eliminate religion; instead, it 
can transform its forms and institutions. 

 

22. Religion in Contemporary Indian Society 

Religion continues to influence everyday life in contemporary India. 

Religious identity may affect dietary practices, marriage traditions, festivals, 
community networks, clothing, charitable activity, education, and patterns of 
pilgrimage. 

At the same time, many Indians participate in cultural practices that cross 
formal religious boundaries. Urbanization and globalization have created new 
forms of social interaction in which people encounter multiple religious 
traditions. 



India's contemporary religious identity is therefore characterized by both 
continuity and change. 

 

23. Future Prospects 

The future of Indian religious life will likely be shaped by several 
interconnected developments. 

First, urbanization will create increasingly diverse urban communities. 

Second, digital technology will transform religious communication and 
participation. 

Third, education and globalization may influence traditional interpretations 
while also enabling religious communities to engage with global networks. 

Fourth, interfaith dialogue may become increasingly important for managing 
religious diversity. 

Finally, constitutional institutions will remain essential for protecting freedom 
of religion, equality, and minority rights. 

India's future as a religiously diverse democracy will depend partly on the 
ability of institutions and communities to manage disagreement without 
undermining individual rights or social cohesion. 

 

24. Conclusion 



India represents one of the world's most significant examples of religious 
diversity. Its religious landscape has developed over thousands of years 
through the emergence of indigenous traditions, the arrival of external 
religions, philosophical debate, migration, political change, and cultural 
exchange. 

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, Zoroastrianism, 
Judaism, indigenous traditions, and other faiths have all contributed to India's 
historical and contemporary identity. Their influence can be seen in India's 
architecture, art, literature, music, philosophy, festivals, cuisine, social 
institutions, and tourism. 

Indian religious history contains both traditions of coexistence and periods of 
conflict. This complexity makes religion an important subject for 
understanding Indian society. The Constitution provides a framework for 
religious freedom, equality, and secular democratic governance, but the 
practical realization of these principles requires continuing institutional and 
social commitment. 

Religion is unlikely to disappear from Indian public or private life. Instead, it will 
continue to evolve in response to urbanization, technological change, 
globalization, political developments, and social transformation. 

The central challenge for India's future is therefore not the elimination of 
religious diversity but its effective management within a democratic and 
constitutional framework. Respect for freedom of conscience, equality before 
the law, protection of minority rights, interfaith dialogue, and preservation of 
cultural heritage can help ensure that India's religious diversity remains a 
source of cultural richness rather than social division. 



| References 

Ambedkar, B. R. (2014). Annihilation of Caste. Verso. 

Basham, A. L. (1954). The Wonder That Was India. Sidgwick & Jackson. 

Doniger, W. (2009). The Hindus: An Alternative History. Penguin Press. 

Eck, D. L. (2012). India: A Sacred Geography. Harmony Books. 

Flood, G. (1996). An Introduction to Hinduism. Cambridge University Press. 

Gombrich, R. F. (2006). Theravada Buddhism: A Social History from Ancient Benares to Modern 
Colombo. Routledge. 

Harjot, O. (1992). The Other Past: Women, Religion and History. Manohar. 

Lorenzen, D. N. (1995). Bhakti Religion in North India: Community Identity and Political Action. State 
University of New York Press. 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Cultural Heritage and Religious Heritage Resources. 
Government of India. 

Oberoi, H. (1994). The Construction of Religious Boundaries: Culture, Identity, and Diversity in the Sikh 
Tradition. University of Chicago Press. 

Robinson, R. (2003). Sociology of Religion in India. Sage Publications. 

Sen, A. (2005). The Argumentative Indian: Writings on Indian History, Culture and Identity. Allen Lane. 

Sharma, A. (2005). A Guide to Hindu Spirituality. World Wisdom. 

Thapar, R. (2004). Somanatha: The Many Voices of a History. Verso. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Intangible Cultural 
Heritage and World Heritage Resources. 

Government of India. The Constitution of India. Ministry of Law and Justice. 

 

 



| tedric.org 

http://tedric.org

	| Indian Faith and Religion: Historical Development, Diversity, and Contemporary Significance 
	Abstract 

	1. Introduction 
	2. Historical Foundations of Indian Religious Traditions 
	2.1 Early Religious Traditions 
	2.2 Buddhism and Jainism 
	2.3 Ashoka and the Expansion of Buddhism 

	3. Hinduism 
	3.1 General Characteristics 
	3.2 Major Traditions 
	3.3 Hindu Scriptures 
	3.4 Worship and Festivals 

	4. Islam in India 
	5. Christianity in India 
	6. Sikhism 
	7. Buddhism in India 
	8. Jainism 
	9. Zoroastrianism and Other Religious Communities 
	10. Indigenous and Tribal Religious Traditions 
	11. Religious Philosophy and Concepts 
	11.1 Dharma 
	11.2 Karma 
	11.3 Samsara 
	11.4 Moksha and Liberation 

	12. Pilgrimage and Sacred Geography 
	13. Religion and Indian Art and Architecture 
	14. Religion and Indian Festivals 
	15. Religion and Social Structure 
	16. Religion, Gender, and Society 
	17. Religion and the Indian Constitution 
	18. Interfaith Relations and Cultural Exchange 
	19. Religion and Politics 
	20. Religion and Tourism 
	21. Contemporary Challenges 
	21.1 Communal Tensions 
	21.2 Religious Polarization 
	21.3 Preservation of Religious Heritage 
	21.4 Modernization and Changing Religious Practices 

	22. Religion in Contemporary Indian Society 
	23. Future Prospects 
	24. Conclusion 
	| References 

