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During the financial year of 2023, Clean Up Australia continued
to encourage volunteers across the nation to Step Up to Clean
Up, by taking to their streets, beaches, parks, bushland and
waterways to remove accumulated litter.

While over a million joined us last year across 17,139 sites the
Litter Report FY23 is a snapshot of litter removed by Clean
Up Australia volunteers during Clean Up Australia Day and
Every Day Clean Ups across a portion of these sites. Across
the nation, the Report is based on the count of 468,482 items
from 1,356 surveyed locations.

MAJOR TYPES OF LITTER REPORTED

TOP 10 GROUPED ITEMS AS A PERCENTAGE
OF THE TOTAL LITTER SURVEYED

TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL ITEMS AS A PERCENTAGE
OF THE TOTAL LITTER SURVEYED

TOTAL SITES REGISTERED:
17,139 (12,474 in 2022)

TOTAL ESTIMATED VOLUNTEERS:
1,030,395 (934,433 in 2022)

TOTAL ESTIMATED VOLUNTEER HOURS:
2,060,790 (1,868,886 in 2022)

TOTAL END OF CLEAN UP

REPORTS ANALYSED:

1,356 (1,072 in 2022)

LITTER DISTRIBUTION BY SITE TYPE
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M Increases: \ Decreases: Unchanged: There are some changes in the top 10 grouped items when There are some changes from 2022 to FY23. Soft plastic pieces
Soft Plastics 9.2% All Other Plastics 9.5% E-Waste compared with 2022. Soft plastics moved into first place with remain in first place with an increase of 11.2%, a trend which
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Non-food packaging moved into second place with a decrease butt disposal and recycling in Australia.
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and food] continues to lead litter counts, representing 55.2%
of all reported litter during the year. Beverage containers, food
packaging and beverage litter remain in third, fourth and fifth
places respectively, with household items moving from seventh
place to sixth place with an increase of 0.5% over 2022.

The good news is sanitary items decreased by 3.4%, reflecting
a significant reduction in the number of face masks reported.

All other items show minimal percentage changes over 2022.

Straws and takeaway coffee cups have moved into the top

10 individual items list with bottle caps/lids and face masks
making place for these items. Decreased face masks and an
increase in coffee cups may be attributed to increased social
activity in the aftermath of COVID-19.

Takeaway food containers dropped by 1.2% from 2022 to FY23,
which could be reflective of increased awareness surrounding
single-use plastics and takeaway containers. Currently, no
states have banned lidded plastic takeaway containers
although WA is set to phase them out in September, 2024.
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https://www.cleanup.org.au/

