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Students feel like they are being a
Project Focus: Waste Reduction ‘ ‘ part of the solution, which is

Staff Involved: 11 empowering and provides
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The Project:
Beye students focused on reducing waste in the lunchroom through sorting
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plant sale added native and pollinator plants this year, and the school garden
will expand to include these plants in addition to the current fruit, herb and
vegetable plantings.

Inspired by the waste reduction at school, Beye students created a
neighborhood clean-up crew. Students have taken initiative to continue
sustainability work outside of school, such as the Cuyler Clean-up Crew, a
group of Beye students who have organized a bi-weekly block clean-up as a
way to care for their immediate environment and inspire neighbors to get
involved.

The school held a culminating Earth Day/Month all-school assembly in early
May to celebrate all the elements of the project. Additionally, project mentor
Brianna Galvan organized a panel of green professionals to share their career
experiences with students to teach them about environmentally focused
career paths.

Student leaders are working to develop a school-wide “green” pledge,
connected to the lunchroom waste reduction work, to share with the entire
school community. Each student will then receive a reusable snack pack to
support their individual waste reduction. In the long term, the school wants to
have completely “waste-free” lunch periods where all items can be recycled
or composted and disposable plastic packaging would be eliminated and
replaced with reusable storage items.
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