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God’s Covenant with Noah

Andrew Myers, Senior Pastor

For behold, | will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to
destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die. '® But | will
establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the
ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.
—Genesis 6:17-18

In our exploration of Covenant Theology, last month,
we saw that, after the entrance of sin into the world,
the whole biblical story is one of God’s Covenant of
Grace. The Covenants of the Old Testament are all
gracious covenants by which God gives ahead-of-time
the very same salvation that Jesus would one day
accomplish.

Westminster Confession of Faith 7.5 tells us that “[The
one Covenant of Grace] was differently administered in
the time of the law [the Old Testament], and in the
time of the Gospel: under the law it was administered
by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the
paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered
to the people of the Jews, all foreshadowing Christ to
come.” It was the same covenant though known and
experienced in different ways.

In Genesis 3:15 God’s salvation promise was
introduced. The next great appearance of God’s
salvation appears with Noah. In fact, Genesis 6:17
(above) is special because it is the very first place in
Scripture that “covenant” (Hebrew: berit) is explicitly
mentioned. It is notable though that God says he is
“establishing” his covenant with Noah. The Hebrew
word does not the indicate that God is making
something new. Instead, it is about confirming
something that already exists. This is the first mention
of “covenant” in Scripture. But it assumes that God'’s
gracious covenant already exists with his people. The
covenant with Noah thus points to the unity of God’s
saving work. He confirms with Noah what he has
already promised to do with Adam and Eve.
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The covenant is clearly gracious. Before introducing the
covenant, Genesis tells us about God’s plan to destroy
the wicked world. It then says: “But Noah found favor
in the eyes of the LORD” (Gen 6:9).

As a result, Noah and his family receive promises and
experience a salvation that powerfully “foreshadows”
Christ to come.
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Genesis 9:14-15, NIV

In the beginning, God formed the world by blowing
with his wind/Spirit over the deep waters of chaos (Gen
1:2). He placed boundaries upon the seas in order to
make dry land and provide space for life to flourish
(Gen 1:9-10). By sending a flood, God undoes his
original creative work. He allows the waters of chaos to
once again cover the creation. The flood waters are a
fitting image of God’s judgment.

But what do we find? God rescues Noah from that
wicked world that stands under his judgment. God
bring the flood to an end, and he does so by once again
blowing with his Spirit, pushes back the chaotic waters,
creating dry land. God gives a kind of new creation
(8:1). The new creation even includes a moment of
Sabbath “rest” in the seventh month (8:4). And it
comes with a renewed commission to “be fruitful and
multiply” (9:1).

(continued on page 2)
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The Covenant of Grace

Andrew Myers, Senior Pastor

All of this points so powerfully to Christ’s future work
as redeemer. The Apostle Peter describes this most
directly. In 2 Peter 3:6—7, he speaks about Noah’s flood
as anticipating the righteous judgment that God will
bring upon the world on the last day. But, elsewhere, he
also describes Noah’s experience as one of “salvation.”
Noah’s family was kept safe within the ark and brought
through the storm of God’s judgment. Peter says the
same reality is pictured for us in baptism. In baptism, we

see how Christ saves us by bringing us through the
waters of God’s judgment (| Peter 3:20-21). What a
powerful assurance that the God who has made
covenant promises will also be faithful to remember his

promises. He will bring us safely through.

Volunteer Ministry Marilyn Meyer, Volunteer Coordinator

It doesn’t seem possible, but it is time to begin to plan
for Vacation Bible School (VBS). It is exciting to see all
the children sit on the steps for Children’s Time on
Sundays and we hope they will be joined by many
more friends and neighbors for VBS.

With lots of children comes the opportunity to serve in
many ways! While we are beginning to plan, it is also
time for you to begin planning what role you might
choose to assist with VBS. These are possibilities for
both men and women and we hope you will consider
serving this year!

Shepherds: We need Shepherds for each age group.
There are different stations through which the children
will progress. The Shepherds will help each group
move from station to station and build excitement for
what will be learned or experienced each day.
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Snack preparation and serving: This is easy! You can’t
have a bunch of children without having a snack time!

Decorations: Part of the excitement for the children at
VBS is the creative decorations that enhance the
theme of the year’s Bible lessons and adventures. A
team is needed to set up the decorations that have
been planned by the VBS leaders. Because of other
church activities, this set up time is completed the
Saturday before VBS begins. Team members would be
notified in advance of the time to come and the scope
of the decorations.

Craft assistance: Crafts are always a nice part of the
VBS experience. The children move with their age
group to the craft station where they create crafts in
accordance with their age level. These assistants will
have some craft preparation prior to VBS.

Games assistance: There are activities scheduled
outside for the various age levels. This team would
assist in describing the activities to the children and
supervising the participation. The children love a little
playtime outside to release some of their energy!

As you can see, there are many activities where
volunteers are needed. If you have any questions,
notify the office, 402-498-9000 and the appropriate
Team Leader will contact you! Thanks for your
consideration!

| VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL |
| MONDAY, JUNE 1 - FRIDAY, JUNE 5 |
! 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. |
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News & Covenant Notes

Wed. April 8
12:00 PM
Dining Room
ust “ldervou &
April 2 - Pastor Andrew Myers
If you are 55+ (Just Older Youth) plan to join us for Maundy Thursday
faith, fellowship and food. April 3 - Pastor Andrew Myer
Our guest speaker will be Chaplin Jeff Edgar from Good Friday
Good News Global, a mission partner of Covenant. April 5 - Pastor Andrew Myers
Easter Sunday
April 12- Pastor Andrew Myers
April 19 - Pastor Andrew Myers
April 26 - Guest Pastor
The meal will be spaghetti with meat sauce, green ﬁé* RESUI_‘R_ECTION BB‘_JNCH
beans, bread sticks, fruit cocktail and chocolate Y A Everyone is invited to join us for a
chunk cookies. joyous time of fellowship on Easter
RSVP for the meal in the either the fellowship area SundaY mﬁrnlng. Brun;h will be served
or eblast by Monday, April 6. In the gym worship center
from 9:30-11:30 a.m.

It will be free of charge and open to
Spread the Good News of everyone. Sign up in the Fellowship area or below.

., o
Our Savior’s Resurrection! RSVP for Resurrection Brunch

Door hangers listing our Holy Week service times
are available in the fellowship areas. Grab a few

and share with your friends and neighbors. /\ The church office will be closed
Easter Yard signs will also be available. ) o Monday, April 6

Take one for your yard. CHURCH OFFICE in observance of the
Easter holiday.

Staff Celebrations

~HAPPY BIRTHDAY ~
Andrew Myers, Senior Pastor, April 1

~ HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ~
Tyler Bullie, Youth & Young Adult Ministry Leader, April 8 (4 years with Covenant)

WiLL BE CLOSED

(Please return the signs to the church after Easter)

Sherry Guthridge, Administrative Assistant, April 28 (1 year with Covenant)

Jesus is constantly interceding for us before the throne of our Father. We can follow suit and pray for others.
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Covenant

SENIOR SPIRITUAL
CONCERT SERIES

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 1, 1:30P

Covenant Presbyterian
15002 Blondo St.
Omaha, NE 68116
*FREE*

New Member Class
MUSIC BY:
COVENANT

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

April 12 - May 10

10-11AM | Fireside Room

Enjoy an Easter themed
M concert featuring the Contact Pastor Andrew for more
#. W Chancel Choir with organ information
~ %W piano and more!

andrew@covenantomaha.church
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Celebration of the Arts 2026

Kevin Boesiger, Director of Music & Outreach

THEME: Think On These Things
SCRIPTURE: Philippians 4:8
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think on these things.”

Consider sharing your artwork with our congregation
July 26 through August 2. Submissions forms for
artwork are available online (using the link below or the
QR code) or contact Kevin for a hard copy. The
deadline for submissions is
Thursday, July 9.

COVENANT CHORAL FESTIVAL
WHEN: Saturday, August 1
REHEARSAL: 1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
CONCERT: 7:00 p.m. Open to the public

Are you a singer and not sure about participating in our
choir ministry? Does your schedule not allow for you to
be committed every week for rehearsals? The choral
festival is a perfect time to come and sing in a one day
event. On Saturday, August 1 we will be hosting a choir
festival concluding with a worship concert that evening
open to the public. Kevin will be conducting and
sharing the podium with guest conductor, Jason
Horner. Anyone is welcome to be a part of the choir
and ALL are welcome to attend the concert at 7:00 p.m.
that evening. Contact Kevin for more information if you
would like to participate.

Stephen Ministry

From the Heart of a Stephen Minister

Christine Lind, Member

| am the oldest
daughter in my

family. | have
three younger
sisters and an
older brother.
Although | love my
siblings  equally,
my sister Carol,

born in the summer of 1959, had an impact on me that
has bonded me to her whether she likes it or not. | was
eight years old at the time, and | fell madly in love with
her.

| think all pre-adolescent girls have maternal feelings at
this age. This is before we start noticing boys. So, it was
the perfect set-up for me to fall head-over-heels for this
new bundle of joy. Then school started in the fall. All |
remember is that at the end of the first day, | sat there
in my plaid pleated skirt and white blouse with Peter
Pan collar and my hair pulled back in a Tortoise shell
headband watching with bated breath for the black-and
-white clock on the wall to strike three. When the bell
rang, | ran all the way home.
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That moment is seared in my memory. To love
someone or something that much, and for life to be so
over-the-top. The excitement waiting for me. The joy of
it all. | know we all think it is wonderful to be loved, but
| think it’s more wonderful to love. | never felt so alive.
What a gift from God.

This cancel-culture boundaries-gone-awry generation is
unloving and selfish causing a curse on our own bodies
and those around us. This story can't cover all
relationships that we may encounter as some are
abusive or more complicated. Sometimes it might even
be tough love. You don’t even have to run all the way
home or watch a clock. This story is only to remind
ourselves that loving someone and the joy that it brings
is a glimpse into the mystery of John 3:16.

What a joy to receive salvation and to learn we are
made in his image. What an awesome privilege we
share with Almighty God! What a revelation to
understand where this kind of love comes from. Now on
my sister's birthday, seared in my memory from long
ago - | don't remind her of my love for her. | remind her
| ran all the way home.
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PSA - New Tax for Charitable Giving

Linda O’Neill , Business Administrator

Starting in 2026, a new federal tax law allows people who take the standard
deduction to deduct charitable donations—something many haven’t been able to do
in recent years. Individuals may deduct up to $1,000, and married couples up to
$2,000, for cash gifts made to Covenant Presbyterian Church.

Why this matters to you and our church:

This deduction is in addition to other charitable giving strategies, such as Qualified
Charitable Distributions (QCDs) from IRAs or Required Minimum Distributions
(RMDs). Even if you already give through those methods—or don’t use them at all—
you may still receive a tax benefit from your generosity. Most importantly, your faithful giving helps our church
continue its mission To know Christ and to make Him known through worship, ministry, and outreach in our
community and beyond.

Consult a tax professional for personalized guidance based on your unique financial situation.

Feb 2026 Feb 2026 YTD YTD
Actual Budget Actual Budget
O T TIEE Operating Revenues $59,274 $80,644 $172,693 $160,789
Operating Expenses $74,888 $87,963 $156,325 $177,176
Net Change to Operating Activities ~ ($15,614) (57,319) $16,368 (516,388)

PLEASE NOTE: In last month’s Compass the YTD total was incorrectly listed as ($31,982).
The correct total was $31,982.

Covenant’s Ministries PLEAS E LEAVE US‘ A REVIEWI

at Covenant page on
O/I?\)Ou our website has a fresh
we S“EI new look! Check it out
¢ using the link below.
(Q You might see
someone you know.

COVENANTOMAHA Or go to: https://g.page/r/CdunTkACg-z_EAl/review

l WWW.COVENANTOMAHA.CHURCH

{

Covenant

It’s easy to do and the more reviews we get the easier it
is for Covenant to be found in online searches.
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Divine Intervention

Chuck Tomek, Member

A few months ago, | boarded an airplane in Vegas and
took the window seat. Next stop was Hawaii. | watched
a large, black man walk down the aisle. Upon reaching
my row, he asked if he could sit with me. “My wife will
soon arrive and take the middle seat, but the aisle seat
is all yours,” | replied. His wife was with him, but due to
his size, she advised him to take the exit row alongside
me instead of sitting with her.

He immediately introduced himself and shook my
hand. When told | lived in Omaha, he said, “I lived in
Nebraska from 1969-1973.” “Why only four years?” |
asked. “Those were the years | attended college. | was
a starting defensive lineman for the Cornhuskers. We
were national champions. You remember those
teams?” “Oh my gosh!” | shouted. “Do | remember
them? Johnny the Jet Rodgers, Jerry Tagge, Jeff Kinney,
Larry Jacobsen, Rich Glover! They were the best team
ever! And you were on that team?” | was in awe.

He told me countless stories about coach Bob Devaney,
locker room antics, the bowl games, the key to their
success and more. Many members of the team get
together annually and he showed me pictures on his
phone of their reunions.

During our conversation he said, “You’re a doctor,
aren’t you?” | stared at him in disbelief. Not once had |
mentioned anything about myself other than where |
lived. | had no medical journals on my lap. “How did
you know that?” | asked. “I have a gift. | can discern a
lot about a person simply by talking to and watching
them. | also know you’re a Christian.”

“You're a prophet,” | said.

We had the greatest conversation on the six hour
flight. | hoped it would never end.

When landing in Hawaii, he stood to exit the plane. He
gripped my hand again but did not release it this time.
He stared at me for a few seconds and finally said, “You
need to retire and take time to enjoy your amazing
wife, your life, and your mission work.” | smiled. He
didn’t. He continued to stare at me until | realized how
serious he was. He finally released my hand.

| had my first paying job (not an allowance) at age
seven and have worked non-stop since. For the past
two decades I've had four jobs each and every year. |
love working. I'd thought of retirement, but not
seriously. Not until | met this man. | couldn’t shake the
look he gave me as he held my hand at the end of the
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flight. Somehow, he knew | was a physician and a
Christian. | couldn’t ignore his recommendation.

| finally started praying, asking the Lord if | should
retire. | was amazed at the quick reply. The answer was
clear and obvious. After 36 vyears, I'll retire from
Emergency Medicine on December 31, 2026.

| went from rarely thinking about retirement to
anxiously anticipating it. Every day my phone tells me
how many days, hours, minutes, and seconds until my
final shift. How did this change of heart occur so
suddenly?

The only answer | have is because of the man Christ
placed on the same plane, in the same row as myself.
This divine intervention now has me joyfully planning
my future. Taking theology classes online from BIOLA
(Bible Institute of Los Angeles) University, riding my
bike in as many states as possible, extending my
mission trips, spending more time with family, and for
the first time in 3 plus decades, sleeping every night in
my own bed.

| wonder if Christ said, “You’ve worked long enough,
earned enough money, neglected too many priorities,
and thus | will make this easy for you.”

Divine intervention is God intervening in the affairs of
the world. He changed my life on a flight across the
Pacific, and | can’t be more thankful. | ask for more
divine interventions on a daily basis. What have | got to
lose? How about you?

Proverbs 1:9 — “In their hearts, humans plan their
course, but the Lord establishes their steps.”
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Donated by:
Rob Rohrbough

Denny ¢ Carol Dahmke
Jim ¢ Cheri Leonard
Whynelle Tolen

Pat ¢ Lynne Brock
Marilyn Meyer

Philip ¢ Karen Scholtz
Harold ¢ Pamela Huff
Craig ¢ Mary Hamilton
Susi Perry

. Verl ¢ Nancy Bunjer

h Ellen Mathews
Denise Scholz

Paol ¢ Lynne Anderson

Shari Heinke

aster Flowers

Thank yoo to the following members and friends for adding
eauty to our Easter worship services by donating Easter flowers.

//( r

In Loving Memory of:
Parents

Rex ¢ Mary Regan and Merle ¢ Beverlee Dahmke

Bob ¢ Olga Leonard and Albert ¢ Bonnie Nagel
Richard Tolen

Shirley ¢ Bill Geer and In honor of :Ann ¢ Wayne Brock

Gene Meyer

Marvyn ¢ Mary Scholtz
Mr. ¢ Mrs. William Hoff and Mr. ¢ Mrs. Thomas O'Hara [}

Parents

John Perry ¢ Linda G.
Parents
Pavl Mathews and Roy ¢ Esther Haynes
Ginger Scholz

Evelyn Bennett and In honor of:
Mr. ¢ Mrs. Virgil Anderson ¢ Tim Anderson

Pray For Our Mission Partners

We at Covenant believe in the power of prayer!

For the month of April
please pray for:

Join us each month in intercessory prayer for three of our mission partners.

Local - Good News Global

National - Latins United, John Bueno
Global - Bob & Noemi Caiazzo

Covenant Compass
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No Man Left Behind Men’s Ministry Rroy Phillips, Member

Proverbs 27:17 ESV Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.

Easter = April 5

Biblical Thought: “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give them
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” John 10:27-28

Easter has an additional meaning for me this year. Last year, | was excited about helping with Easter activities, but
it wasn’t meant to be. As | was dusting a bedroom fan at home, getting ready for family to visit, | fell off the ladder
exiting the bed. Not a smart move but all | remember was trying to breathe with the wind being knocked out of
me. The ambulance trip was exciting and | would swear it didn’t have any shocks, but the EMT person was a great
communicator. The trauma team was great and | felt like | was in a movie and it was someone else that had done
something stupid. My point is...we don’t know when life can come crashing down. | fully appreciated the care and
concern you gave me. It’s just another example that church is really a family, and caring is a way of life God gives
us to pass along to those who need it! When we serve, we not only help someone but we also receive a pat on the
back from the Holy Spirit...it feels good!

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given
him.” James 1:5

Men’s Ministry Model: Building Godly Men: Our struggles shape us into the men we need to be.

CLASSES:
e Men’s Wednesday Night Class: Foundations of Freedom

250" Birthday of our Country!

The Founding Fathers used the Bible as a blueprint for
American’s Freedoms..be surprised at how Bible
knowledgeable they were!

Wednesday Format: DVD-driven study, discussion and prayer.
Knowledge and application are our goals.

e Thursday Morning Bible Study —The Gospel of Luke — 7:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room/Zoom.
Thursday Format: Open with prayer requests, read and discuss Bible verses,
and then close in prayer. We take our time and the men are great...our
goal is how do we apply the lesson to life?

The Gosp‘el of Luke .

Check out the Weekly Blast for current studies and mark your calendars:

e Wednesday Night Classes : 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in the Dining Room.
e Thursday Morning Bible Study: 7:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room or via Zoom, followed by breakfast at Hy-Vee.
¢ Next Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, June 6.

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Hebrews 10:24-25
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Women’s Ministry

Women's Circle

Our "Getting - Back - Together" brunch was held on
Thursday, March 19, in the dining room. It was a
lovely day, unlike last year when we cancelled due
to snow.

Our theme was Fellowship and twenty-six ladies
attended and enjoyed a lunch of fresh fruit, Quiche
Lorraine with hollandaise sauce from Wheatfields,
and assorted breads. Our dining room was
decorated with all sizes of beautifully filled Easter
baskets donated by Teresa H., and were available
for purchase. The proceeds will help fund our
Women's Outreach Brunch scheduled for Saturday,
June 13. Thank you to our decorator - Teresa H. for
the Easter baskets and Peg B. for promoting this first
Circle as a fundraiser.

Peg also reviewed the first eleven chapters in the
Gospel of John that we covered last year, and she

WOMEN'’S SPRING RETREAT
All women of Covenant and their friends are
encouraged to attend!

Life Together
The Necessity of Gospel Community
Saturday, April 25 | 9AM - 3PM
Camp Rivercrest | Cost is S35

Sign up online or in the Fellowship Area by April 12.
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Building a caring community of women strengthening our church through support
and discipleship, and bearing witness to the promises of God’s Kingdom.

will continue in John this year for our Bible
study. We celebrated the January, February, and
March birthdays with a yummy birthday cake
furnished by Debbie K. We sang Happy Birthday to
all. Gloria A. led us in singing a good 'ole Baptist
hymn, I've Got Joy Like a River in My Soul!

It was a wonderful afternoon filled with fun, food,
and fellowship. We closed our circle with prayer and
singing Bless Be the Tie That Binds. Thank you to all
who helped set-up and clean-up.

Our next Women's Circle will be on Thursday, April
16, from 11:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Watch for more
information in the Friday blasts! Please join us!

COVENANT WOMEN’S BRUNCH

¥, Saturday, June 13
save “‘\"’ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Date!

— Dining Room

D ruse

We will be having national speaker, Anna Lind
Thomas, a published humor writer and popular
online personality.

Tickets will be $10.

Watch for more information coming soon!

LIFE TOGETHER
T Qs f Gepd Comemy

COVENANT WOMEN'S RETREAT
SATURDAY, APRIL 25 = 9AM - 3PM
CAMP RIVERCREST FREMONT, NE

Page 10 of 12
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Calendar items are updated continuously throughout the month. Please refer to the website, covenantomaha.church for up-to-the-minute changes/additions.
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http://www.covenantomaha.church/events

“To know Christ and to make Him known.”

Covenant

Covenant Presbyterian Church
15002 Blondo Street
Omaha, NE 68116

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

9:00 & 11:00 AM

Resurrection
Breakfast

9:30-11:00 AM
JOIN US FOR

Covenant Presbyterian Church
15002 Blondo St.

www.covenantomaha.church

The next Compass deadline is April 15.



