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ANIMALlover
Bruce helps a family heal

“Bruce is the sweetest, kindest dog,” adopter Mark B. says 
about Bruce, the hound mix he adopted in August. His wife, Evie 
agrees: “We’re so lucky to have him,” she says.

Mark and Evie were grieving the loss of their beloved dog of 
15 years, Jordan, who passed away in May. They hoped a new 
dog would help them heal, and they sensed that Jordan led them to 
Bruce. 

“We’d actually planned to visit a different dog,” Mark says. 
But, since he and Evie also have a cat, Donald, the adoption 
staff advised that Bruce would be a better fit. “We were the first 
ones to meet him – it really seems like it was meant to be.” Evie 

says, adding, “We were really 
impressed to see how much 
[the staff] loved Bruce, and 
how happy they were to see 
him go home.” 

While it took a couple of days 
for Bruce and Donald to get used 

to each other, the two now play 
tag. “Bruce chases the cat around 
the house, and then the cat chases 
him back,” Mark says. The two 
new friends can often be found 
cuddled up together, and of course, 
Bruce and Donald share Mark and 

Evie’s bed at night. 
Bruce especially enjoys taking road 

trips, and Mark says he really loves 
being around people.

MCHS clinic returns!
After a months-long hiatus due 

to COVID-19 and staffing changes, 
the MCHS spay/neuter clinic will 
become operational once again this 
fall, under the direction of Julia 
Petrovitch, DVM.

Though there is currently a 
waiting list of patients for spay/
neuter, we expect to be able 
to schedule new appointments 
soon. “It’s so exciting to get our 
clinic back up and running,” says 
MCHS President & CEO Cris 
Bombaugh. “Ours is the only clinic 
in Montgomery County that offers 
reduced-cost spay and neuter and 
other services, and we’re very 
pleased to provide our community 
with this vital resource.”

Beginning in November, 
reservations can be made online at 
www.mchumane.org/clinic.

®

Your gift always matters
Our work is 100% funded by private donations, and 
your gift is guaranteed to change the life of a homeless 
animal. Please give today.

     Visit mchumane.org or use the enclosed envelope.
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Clinic Redux
Dear Friends,

I hope this letter 
finds you well. It’s 
been quite a year, 
and we’re hopeful 
that you are healthy and safe, and 
that you remain so as the weather 
turns colder.

Amid the ever-changing challenges 
we all face in the world today, I’m 
happy to report the bright spots 
here at MCHS.

First, thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, we’ve been able to hold 
regular pet food pantry distribution 
events and help a lot of people with 
pet food at a really tough time. 

Second, we’re getting ready to 
re-open our low-cost spay/neuter 
clinic – the only one in Montgomery 
County. Our new medical team is 
expanding our days of operation to 
help many more pets get the help 
they need. During the shutdown, 
we were reminded, daily, of how 
many pets need help with this 
basic, life-saving procedure. We 
also were surprised to learn how 
many animals are adopted without 
first being altered, and we're so 
thankful that you’re helping us 
provide the solution.

Our clinic will be back up and 
running in a matter of weeks, and 
we look forward to offering this and 
so many other services that do so 
much to end animal homelessness.  

Wishing you a safe and healthy 
holiday season, 

Cris Bombaugh 
President and CEO
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Maverick is Cocoa's new best friend
At the beginning of March, just before the Covid-19 shutdown, 

MCHS rescued a litter of King Charles-Havanese puppies. The 
puppies went home with MCHS staff members when the shutdown 
began, and by the time we were ready to restart adoptions, the 
puppies were growing and ready for their new homes. Needless to 
say, they were adopted immediately.

“I was looking for a companion for my Shi Tzu, Cocoa,” 
adopter Susanne J. says. When she saw Maverick and his siblings 
on the MCHS website, she sent in her online application, knowing 
the competition 
would be fierce, 
and then left for 
the beach. “A few 
days later, I got a 
call, and they told 
me that I could 
come in and meet 
Maverick.” Susanne 
explained that since 
she was on vacation, 
she couldn’t get 
there until the next 
day. But, she cut 
her vacation short, 
and rushed home to 
meet him. 

“He fits right 
in,” says Susanne. 
Maverick (now 
“Shaggy”) and 
Cocoa love to play 
and sleep together,” 
she tells us, but he really enjoys playing with his “cousin” Ollie, 
Susanne’s sister’s rescued beagle. “Ollie’s three times bigger than 
Shaggy, but Shaggy refuses to let Ollie get the toy away from him 
when they play tug-of-war. He’s not a quitter!”

Suzanne tells us that Shaggy is very food motivated: “he 
definitely understands ‘feed,’ ‘hungry,’ ‘eat’ and ‘snacks’” she says.

When Shaggy isn’t playing with his canine family, he’s 
cuddling with Susanne, enjoying one of his many chew toys, or 
better yet, chewing on paper. “He’s constantly chewing on paper,” 
she laughs. “He’s got a strange paper fetish!”

Let’s be humane together®



Meeko gets the home he needs
“We saw a picture of Meeko online, and thought he looked like 

he needed us,” Allison says about the four-month-old Lab mix her 
family adopted in mid-August. “We were worried that others might 
not have the patience or the resources to provide him with the 
home he needs. We knew we could help, so we decided to come 
meet him.”

And Meeko did need extra help – when he was neutered, the 
veterinarian found a ruptured hernia that needed repaired. Your 
gifts gave us the means to take care of it.

Meeko, now “Montgomery” (“that’s the only name my three 
boys could agree on,” Allison says) is thriving in his new home. 
“He’s just a sweet, loving guy,” and he’s so, so smart. It only took 
a week for him to learn how to ring a bell to let us know he needs 
to go [out],” she says. “His coat is 
super shiny now, and he has gained a 
little weight.”

Montgomery has benefitted from 
the COVID-19 shut-down. “Since 
my kids are home during the day, 
he gets walked in the morning, after 
lunch AND before dinner,” Allison 
says. On weekends, he and his 
family go for longer hikes. “He’s 
learning off-leash manners by following our [yellow] Lab, Grace, 
but he still hesitates to follow her into the water!” 

“We’re so lucky to have him,” Allison adds. Sounds like 
Montgomery’s lucky, too!

Sokko loves his mouse
“As soon as we saw him, we 

knew we wanted him. We couldn’t 
imagine getting another cat,” 
William B. says about Sokko, now 
Kirby, the 4-month-old kitten he 
and his girlfriend adopted in July.  
They had been looking for a young, 
male cat. Like his new sister Lulu 
(adopted from MCHS in 2018), 
Kirby likes playing in his cardboard 
house, or curling up on the top of his 
cat tree. 

“Kirby has a toy mouse that he 
absolutely loves,” William tells us. 
“And once he was so engrossed in 
kicking it while lying on his back 
that he 
forgot 
where 
he was 
and 
rolled 
off the 
tree!”

Piccolo found the purrfect lap
Piccolo was three months old and living in an overcrowded South Carolina shelter. But because of your 

support, we were able to rescue him, along with more than a dozen other cats and dogs. Within two weeks, 
Piccolo was in a new home. 

“We had recently lost both a cat, Weasley, and a dog, Beyla,” adopter Kim S. 
says about her family’s decision to adopt a new kitten. “We were really feeling their 
absence. Plus, we knew that our remaining cat, Doah, needed a new friend, too.”

When Kim and her family met Piccolo (now “Rohan”), they knew he would 
be a great fit for their family: “We have two young boys who needed a cat who 

would play with them, match their energy level, and wouldn’t be frightened by [noisy 
children]. The adoption staff recommended Rohan, and when the kids met him, he was 
great with them.”

Rohan loves the boys. “He likes to jump on their beds during bedtime story time. 
They’ll wiggle their toes under the blankets in order to entice Rohan to [play]. When 
he does it, they crack up.”  Rohan also enjoys playing with Doah. “Rohan loved her 

immediately, but it took her a while to adjust. They don’t cuddle yet, but they wrestle 
and chase each other around the house,” says Kim. Rohan also is a lap cat, and enjoys 

napping in Kim’s lap while she works from home.



The Montgomery County Humane Society is grateful to its donors –
our lifesaving work is only possible with your support. 

Here we recognize Leadership Circle members for Fiscal 2020 (July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020): 

“Cora has settled into our hearts ... you can’t have her 
back!” says Russell W.  
If you’ve been following Cora’s amazing story, you’ll be 
glad to know she’s doing very well in her new home. She 
has become a lap dog and enjoys riding in the car. We’re 
so proud of you, Cora!

Easy to give from your IRA
Funding for MCHS’s programs and services depends 

almost entirely on private donations from people like you. 
Did you know that if you are 70½ or older, you can make 
a tax-free gift totaling up to $100,000 directly from your 
IRA to MCHS. (This gift can be applied to your Required 
Minimum Distribution). 

It’s always important to first talk with your financial 
advisor about whether these options make sense for you. To 
learn more about these or other ways to give, contact MCHS 
Director of Development James Nolan at (240) 616-1973, or 
JNolan@MCHumane.org. He’s always happy to help.

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Gold Level ($5,000+)
Capital Hot Tubs & Sauna
Nancy and Gerald Backenstoe
Estate of Judith Carole Beale
Melanie and Chuck Dolan
Estate of Carole I. Danielson
The Easterling Family
Estate of Stanley L. Fries
Mary and Kathleen Harriman 

Foundation
Tom and Mollie Ingram
Iowa Foundation for Education, 

Environment & the Arts
The Kay Family Foundation
Estate of Sandra J. Kurz
William and Susan Keevan
Lisa and Roger Kingsley
Joy Belin Kramer
Diane Lane
Estate of Patricia J. Lewis
Charles S. Mack and Alice Barrett 

Mack
Piper Parker Moffatt
Mr. and Mrs. William Moore
Negola's Animal Care
Steven and Barbara Newby
Estate of Emma Lilian Nikl
Mary Ann and Scott Nordheimer
Robert and Sharon Olsen 
The Phase Foundation
William and Karen Tell Foundation
William and Joann Tell 
Maryellen Trautman and Darrell 

Lemke
Estate of Irvin C. Turner
Jessica Twedt
Jennifer Uhle
Carolyn Weller and James Houston
World of Beer Rockville
Marilyn Young 
Estate of Marcia Ann Zaborski
 
Silver Level ($1,000-$4,999)
AbbVie anonymous employees
Gary and Pennie Abramson Charitable 

Foundation

Dwight Allen and Joan Centrella
Amazon Smile!
Catherine Anderson
Alison Ansher
Rebecca Arbogast
Gillian Armstrong
Anne and Jon Ashwell
Baker-Merine Family Foundation
John and Jeneane Becker 
Geri and Rick Bellman
Abe and Samantha Birch
Cris and Mark Bombaugh
Michael and Jeffrey Bourcier-Golden
Marika Brown
Brownstein Family Foundation
Billy and Devon Burak
Marla Bush
The Evelyn W. Bushwick Family 

Charitable Trust
Greg Carroll
Aeda Chung and Collins Investment 

Group
Comcast Corporation anonymous 

employees
Lara D'Agaro
Katherine Davitt
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Dietz
Pamela Easson
Carolyn and Norman Epstein
Julie Esson
Behnaz Fardshisheh
Financial Industry Regulatory 

Authority
Betsy and Ryan Fleming
Michael Ford
Terrence & Deborah Forish
Julie Gesuele
Lisa Gill
Golden Helpdesk
Lewis Goldman
Sarah A Goodman
Todd and Eileen Grams
Joan Gundling
Karin Heffner
William Hasfurther
Herb Gordon Subaru
Gail Hobbs
Dennis Hondros 

IBM Employee Services Center 
anonymous employees

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Jaffe
Lois James 
Blanche M. Johnson and William 

Lascelle
Joan Kegelmeyer
Rebecca L. Kelley
Eileen Patrice Kelly
Sandy Kingsley 
Cary Kountoupes and Lauren 

Richardson
Susan Kruger
Mary A. Laschober
Kip Lightner
Lockheed Martin Employees Political 

Action Committee
Ellen Lodwick
Raymond G. Logan 
Martin Family Charitable Foundation
Wanda Martinez
Doug and Mary Beth McDaniel
Donna McMillan
William McPherrin
Donald and Carolyn Metz
Microsoft Corporation
Susan Marie Miller
Trish Murphy
Nauticon Imaging Systems
Peter W. Naylor and Sally Oesterling
Kevin and Stephanie Nealer
Birgit Neuhuber
James Nolan
Network Express
Bruce and Tracy Ochsman
Jay and Esther Ocuin
Laura and Wade Onken
Ilene Pollack 
Michael and Penny Pollard
Paul‘s Wine and Spirits
Michele and Malcom Russell-Einhorn
Pet Dominion
Promark Partners
Nancy Sahli
Eric and Andrea Schwartz
Daniel M. Schwartz
Jill Shaffer
Janet Shaw

Daniel Sheehan
Jeff and Susan Shipp
Barbara Shook
Diana Simpson
Tatiana Smith
Ernest and Amy Stalder 
Robert and Susan Storz
Joel and Jennifer Tobiansky
Daniel Tutas
Meyer Family Fund
Mary and Max Van Balgooy 
Van Brackle Charitable Foundation
Veterinary Referral Associates
Daniel Volchok
Nancy Webert
Suzanne Wilson
Sandra Yerkes

LEGACY SOCIETY
MCHS also recognizes members 
who have included MCHS in their 
estate plans:
Susan L. Abbodanzo
Geri and Rick Bellman
Kenneth and Marsha Braunstein
Phyllis Bruns
Anthony and Karen Buckingham
Danny D. Cregger, Jr.
Jane A. Dean
Helane O. DiGravio
Don Douglas
Kathleen A. Gall
Lenore Gelb
Ronit Gold
Terry Grimes and Kevin Woods
Norris and Joan E. Hekimian
Jo Ann Hoffman
Michael and Linda Marmer
Wanda Martinez
James Ernest Owens
Patricia Romans
David S. Schwartzman
Luda C. Shields
Max and Mary Van Balgooy

Thank you!


