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Woody gives love and hugs  
in his new home

“As soon as I saw a picture of Woody posted on the MCHS 
website, I knew he was the one for me,” adopter Vincent B. says 
about the four-year-old chocolate lab who is now his dog. For 
several years, Vincent grieved the loss of his beloved yellow lab, 
Regis, but had decided that it was finally time to welcome a new 
dog in his home. 

Today, they are best pals. Every day when Vincent arrives 
home, Woody rushes down the stairs to greet him. “He’s 
really affectionate,” Vincent tells us. “He gets up on his 
hind legs and asks to be hugged.” And Woody is “very 
approachable,” he says – the whole neighborhood 
knows him, humans and other dogs, alike. His favorite 
dog friend is also in the family – a poodle owned by one of 
Vincent’s family members. Woody also loves his squeaky toys and 
sprinting around his new back yard. 

Kaleb’s the king of 
his castle

Charley and Alice M. met Kaleb 
(now Buddy), a two-year-old orange 
tabby, in August. They were won 
over, and took him home. “He’s 
quickly going to realize that he’s 
arrived in cat heaven!” said a friend 
of theirs after meeting Buddy.   

Though he has the run of the 
house, Buddy especially enjoys 
napping and dining in his private 
‘suite’ upstairs. “He LOVES to eat,” 
says Alice, “but the food needs to 
sit out a while and age – like a fine 
wine or cheese. He also insists that 
I pet him, or at least watch, (during 
meals).” Dinner and a massage? 
Sounds like paradise, Buddy!

®

Your gift always matters
Our work is 100% funded by private donations, and 
your gift is guaranteed to change the life of a homeless 
animal. Please give today.

     Visit mchumane.org or use the enclosed envelope.

News from the Montgomery County Humane Society



He's coming soon!

3,000. 
It’s a magic 
number. In 
baseball, members 
of the 3,000 hit 
club are all but 
guaranteed first 
ballot admission to 
the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown. 

Here at MCHS, we hit that magic 
number in June, and it means 
something even more special. 
It’s the number of adoptions 
you’ve made possible since April 
2014, when MCHS became an 
independent, no-kill cat and dog 
rescue. 

So many lives saved! So many 
happy families made complete! If 
there were a hall of fame for animal 
lovers, you’d be in it, for making this 
happen! 

But that’s not all your gifts do. 
Our mission is to end animal 
homelessness. The low-cost spay/
neuter clinic we launched in April 
has a waiting list for surgeries, and 
together with your help, we expect 
to spay and neuter another 400 
animals in 2020 (so many litters 
prevented!). 

Also, we’ve secured our first 
location for microchip clinics, so we 
can begin soon. Lost pets who have 
a microchip are much more likely 
to find their way home, and this 
service is an important component 
of our expanded efforts to keep 
pets in their homes and out of 
shelters. 

On behalf of all the animals you’re 
helping every day, Thank You. 

Sincerely, 

Cris Bombaugh 
President and CEO 601 S. Stonestreet Ave., Rockville, MD 20850 • mchs@mchumane.org

mchumane.org • (240) 252-2555 • Federal Tax ID# 52-6044968

Pet Photos 
with Santa

Saturday, Dec. 7  
Pets and families welcome! A holiday 
keepsake to help homeless animals.

Pre-registration required – 
call 240-252-2555

Tux (left) and Ciara, (now Tucker and Clara).

Gypsy’s a blessing for her new family
Bruce and Darlene M. had a problem – a mouse in the house. 

So, they decided the best solution was to invite a new family 
member – a cat – into their home. That’s how they met Gypsy at 
MCHS in early September.

“She’s just the sweetest cat, and a great 
addition to our family,” Bruce says about 
Gypsy, who enjoys spending much of her 
time in his lap while he 
watches baseball. “We’re 
really blessed to have her. 
That’s why we named her 
‘Matana,’ which means ‘gift’ 
or ‘blessing’ in Hebrew.”  

Matana is particularly 
fond of a fishing rod toy with a feather 
attached. When play time is over, her toy is 
stored on a top shelf, but soon enough, Matana 
figured out how to get it down without disturbing 
the other items on the shelves. “We still can’t figure 
out how she did it.” Sounds like a smart kitty to us! 

As for the mouse? He’s pretty smart too, apparently. 
“We don’t think she killed it,” says Darlene, but as soon as Matana 
moved in, the mouse disappeared.”

Let’s be humane together®

MCHS clinic well received
The MCHS spay/neuter clinic has been providing 

affordable services for cats and dogs since April, 2019. 
We’ve received feedback from many happy customers, 
including this from Jeffrey S., the owner of Kashew Nut, 
who was spayed at the clinic in July:

“Our little Kashew Nut is back to her puppy antics...
she has not even noticed the surgical area. Thanks for 
being a part of her life and for the work you are doing for 
the community.”



Madonna livens up her new home
“We all love the kitten!” says adopter Castilla M. about three-

month-old Madonna, adopted from MCHS in early August. 
Castilla’s youngest cat, Rosy Lynn, 5, tried in vain to get her older 
cat siblings to join in her fun, so she knew Rosy Lynn needed a 
younger playmate.

“I stopped by [MCHS] with some donations, and saw Madonna 
and her brother in the cat room. When I came by a couple of weeks 
later, her brother was gone, but Madonna was still there,” Castilla 
explained. When she first held Madonna, she began purring loudly, 
and Castilla, who already had a soft spot for black cats, fell in love 
instantly.

Madonna (now Bernadin), is thriving in her new home. She 
follows Rosy around everywhere and regularly take naps with the 

other cats. And, just as Castilla 
had hoped, Bernadin has livened 
up their home. She loves to play 
and wrestle with Rosy (and the 
other cats, too!). When she gets a 
little too rambunctious – chewing 
on the other cats’ tails, etc. – 
Castilla says, “they seem to know 
she’s just a kitten.”

Easy to give from an 
IRA/retirement plan

Funding for MCHS’s programs 
and services depends almost 
entirely on private donations from 
people like you. These include gifts 
from sources such as a traditional 
IRA. If you are 70½ or older, you 
can make a tax-free gift totaling 
up to $100,000 directly from your 
IRA to MCHS. (This gift can be 
applied to your Required Minimum 
Distribution). 

It’s always important to speak 
with your financial advisor about 
whether these options make sense 
for you. To learn more, contact 
MCHS Director of Development 
James Nolan at (240) 616-1973, or 
JNolan@MCHumane.org. 

Tux (left) and Ciara, (now Tucker and Clara). photos by Maria Mendez

Kaya’s found her Water World
“She’s such an awesome puppy with the coolest personality!” 

MCHS adopter Karyn D. says when asked about Tyra Barks, the 
five-month-old Husky puppy she adopted in June. When Karyn’s 
Tamaskan, Wyatt, died unexpectedly in April, she began looking 
for another northern breed dog who could keep up with her active 
lifestyle. She met Tyra (now Kaya) at MCHS, and they fell in love. 

Kaya loves water, and will take any opportunity to play in it. When Karyn is watering her yard, 
Kaya plays in the sprinkler and interrupts the stream when she's watering flowers. When the house plants are 
watered, Kaya expects a drink, too. It’s no surprise, then, that she really enjoyed her recent trip to the beach. 

Huskies are an active breed, and Kaya is no exception, but she’s a great inside dog too. “She’s very ‘go-
with the flow’,” Karyn says. “She loves to lie on me and take naps, and she’s been very well behaved at her 
puppy training classes.”

Auction
for the

Animals

Shop for great finds 
and save lives!

MCHS’s online auction goes live  

Nov. 2 through Nov. 11

Further details coming soon at 
www.mchumane.org



The Montgomery County Humane Society is grateful to its donors –
our lifesaving work is only possible with your support. 

Here we recognize Leadership Circle members for Fiscal 2019 (July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019): 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Gold Level ($5,000+)
Mr. Robert J. Berlinsky
Capital Hot Tubs & Saunas
A. James & Alice B. Clark Foundation
Melanie and Chuck Dolan
The Greater Washington Community 

Foundation
Iowa Foundation for Education, 

Environment & the Arts
The Kay Family Foundation
Lisa and Roger Kingsley
Joy Belin Kramer
Charles S. Mack and Alice Barrett 

Mack
The Martyn Foundation
Piper Parker Moffatt
Negola’s Animal Care
Steven and Barbara Newby
Robert and Sharon Olsen
PayPal Giving Fund
The Phase Foundation
Joan and Ignacio Rodriguez
Jill N. Shaffer
Jennifer L. Uhle
Marilyn M. Young

Silver Level ($1,000-$4,999) 
AbbVie employees
Dwight Allen and Joan Centrella
Altar’d State Westfield Montgomery
Amazon Smile
Catherine Anderson
Linda Anderson
Alison Ansher
Rebecca Arbogast
Anne and Jon Ashwell
Baker-Merine Family Foundation
John and Jeneane Becker 
Suzanne Beckner
Rick and Geri Bellman
James Berry
Abe and Samantha Birch
Cris and Mark Bombaugh

Devon Bourexis and Steven Dubicki
Billy and Devon Burak
The Evelyn W. Bushwick Family 

Charitable Trust
CA Technologies
Raymond Cahill
Greg Carroll
Aeda Chung
Collins Investment Group
Comcast Corporation
The Compass Group
CVCA Cardiac Care for Pets
Lara D'Agaro
Kate Davitt
Dekelboum Family Foundation
Brian Dietz
Loretta Downey
James A. Dutcher
Pamela J. Easson
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Company of 

Maryland
Julie Esson
Jamie Finkelson
Mindy Farber
Financial Industry Regulatory 

Authority
Dorothy Fitzgerald
Betsy and Ryan Fleming
Michael Ford
Lisa W. Gill
Ronit Gold
Golden Help Desk
Gordon Biersch Brewery Restaurant
Todd and Eileen Grams
Anne Griffin
Joan Gundling
Robert Hahn
Karin Heffner
William Hasfurther
Helen Huling
Karen Hykras
Lois James
Blanche M. Johnson and William 

Lascelle

John Kahlohn
Michael and Claudia Kedda
Jerrold Keilson
Rebecca L. Kelley
Constance Kiggins
Sandy Kingsley
Cary Kountoupes and Lauren 

Richardson
Susan Kruger
Diane Lane
Kip Lightner
Lockheed Martin Employees’ Political 

Action Committee
Raymond G. Logan
Deborah MacDonald
Martin Family Charitable Foundation
Doug and Mary Beth McDaniel
Susan McLean
William McPherrin
Donald and Carolyn Metz
Microsoft Corporation
Trish Murphy
Nauticon Imaging Systems
Kevin and Stephanie Nealer
Birgit Neuhuber
Network Express
Bruce and Tracy Ochsman
Jay and Esther Ocuin
Olde Town Pet Resort
Cynthia Owens
Molly V. Parker
Paul’s Wine and Spirits
Pet Dominion
Pledgeling Foundation
Ilene Pollack
Promark Partners
Eric and Andrea Schwartz
Scott Family Foundation
Janet C. Shaw
Daniel Sheehan
Diana Simpson
William and Joanne Tell
William and Karen Tell Foundation
Therrien Waddell Inc.

Joel and Jennifer Tobiansky
Vicki Thomas
Maryellen Trautman and Darrell 

Lemke
Daniel Tutas
Mary and Max Van Balgooy
Veterinary Orthopedic Sports 

Medicine
Veterinary Referral Associates
Daniel Volchok
Washington Suburban Sanitary 

Commision
Nancy J. Webert
Jenn Whitlow

LEGACY SOCIETY
MCHS also recognizes members 
who have included MCHS in their 
estate plans:
Rick and Geri Bellman
Kenneth and Marsha Braunstein
Phyllis Bruns
Anthony and Karen Buckingham
Danny D. Cregger, Jr.
Jane A. Dean
Helane O. Di Gravio
Don Douglas
Kathleen A. Gall
Lenore Gelb
Ronit Gold
Terry Grimes and Kevin Woods
Norris and Joan E. Hekimian
Jo Ann Hoffman
Wanda Martinez
Byron Mason
James Ernest Owens
Patricia Romans
David S. Schwartzman
Luda C. Shields
Max and Mary Van Balgooy

Thank you!

The Event for Wine Lovers!
This 18th annual event will 

feature wines, spirits, local food, 
mixology demos, and a silent auction. 

Sat., Nov. 2, 2019  •  6:30 – 10 pm
Embassy Suites Chevy Chase

4300 Military Rd, N.W.  •  Washington, DC 20015

Tickets available at www.paulsdc.com/events/  
or by calling Paul’s Wines & Spirits, 202/537-1900.  

Proceeds benefit the work of MCHS.

Great October Events

at the Silver Diner
9811 Washingtonian Blvd., Gaithersburg

Pups on the Patio
Every Wednesday in October

Plus a

Howl-O-Ween 
Party 

Wed., October 30 
parade, contests, prizes and more!

details: 
www.mchumane.org/events


