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ANIMALlover
News from the Montgomery County Humane Society

Big, happy boy
Rhonda C. and her husband, Dan, 

were still grieving the loss of their 
Goldendoodle, Sprocket, when they 
saw Winston Churchill, a one-year-
old wolfhound mix, on the MCHS 
website. “He was so cute that we had 
to come down to meet him.” Rhonda 
says.

Winston is a big dog. “We love 
big dogs, and, while his MCHS 
caretakers explained that he had 
some issues – like food guarding –
my best friend is a professional dog 
trainer, so we knew we could work 
with him.”

That decision has paid off. 
“Winston is the absolute sweetest, 
happiest dog that we’ve ever owned 
... he’s just got this big toothy smile 
all the time. He fills our hearts!”

Winston loves taking car rides 
and trail walks, and generally just 
being outside. His favorite things, 
though, are his tennis balls. “He 
lives, sleeps and breathes ‘tennis 
ball’,” Rhonda says. “He carries 
those things with him everywhere.”

A birdwatcher is born
“He’s a handful in the best of ways, full of snuggles and funny 

to watch!” Candace B. says about Lol, the four-month-old kitten 
she adopted from MCHS in October. She was looking for a Maine 
Coon kitten when she saw his picture on the MCHS website. 

“I was looking for a playmate for me, and a companion for 
my cat BOO,” Candace says, and Lol certainly fit the bill. “He 
loves to play, and runs around the house playing ‘Hide and Seek’ 
and tag with me.” Now named “Dr. Loomis” after the fictional 
psychologist in the Halloween films, he loves all toys, but his 
favorite is his stuffed Highland cow, which he cuddles and carries 

around by the neck.
Dr. Loomis is a chronic 

sleep-talker, probably 
because he’s dreaming 

about the birds he 
watches through the 

patio door. “He sits 
up like a prairie 
dog while he 
watches them,” 
Candace says. 
“Since he knows 
he’ll never catch 
them, he walks 
around taking deep 
breaths, followed 
by a dramatic ‘plop’ 
down and a deep 
sigh.”

YOUR GIFT MATTERS EVERY DAY
Your gift is guaranteed to change the 

life of a homeless animal.  
Please give today.

Visit mchumane.org or use the enclosed envelope.



Dear Friends, 

The New Year is 
well underway 
already! I hope 
this finds you 
and yours happy, 
healthy, and 
staying warm!

Living in the Washington, D. C. 
area, it’s easy to get caught up in 
the stresses of the world we live in. 
But animals don’t care about these 
things, and that’s one of the most 
wonderful things about working 
on behalf of animals. Pets love us 
unconditionally, and their bonds 
with us are unbreakable. They 
bring us relationships that we’ve 
chosen, rather than been born 
into, and yet they become just 
as much family members as our 
parents, siblings and children do.

Because the human-animal bond 
is such a special thing, states like 
Illinois and California have elevated 
the legal imperative regarding 
pet custody when families are 
facing divorce. MCHS is dedicated 
to supporting and promoting 
this bond with every service we 
provide, every program we offer, 
and every pet we rescue and adopt 
into a new home.

This year, I hope we will focus 
on the special things we all have 
in common – our love of pets, 
our desire to help them, and our 
appreciation for everything they 
give to us every day.

Best wishes for a wonderful 2024!

Cris Bombaugh,  
President and CEO

Let’s be humane  
together®

Riley’s living the life
Adopter Joe A.’s daughter really wanted a cat, and he agreed, 

on one condition: since Joe and his son were very allergic to cats, 
they would devise a plan to see if they could make it work. The 
three of them would visit local shelters and spend time with cats, 
hoping to find one that didn’t trigger an allergic reaction. That’s 
how they met Faith, a six-month-old brown tabby, at MCHS last 
fall. 

“We had the best experience at MCHS! The person who helped 
us was really understanding about our allergies, and since she 
knew the cats, she talked to us about each of them.” After they 
spent some time with Faith, they discovered they weren’t allergic, 
and adopted her that day.  

“Faith (now 
named Riley) 
cuddled with us the 
moment we met 
her, and she’s been 
cuddling ever since”, 
Joe says. She has 
befriended the two 
family dogs, River 
and Rocky, and 
they all sleep with 
his daughter: Riley 
against her head, and 
the dogs curled up at her feet.

Riley enjoys “zooming around the house” and playing with 
a tail that’s been ripped from one of the dogs’ stuffed toys. “She 
carries that thing around like a trophy,” Joe says. 

Senior dog wants to 
steal your heart

Hi, I’m Ace, an eight-year-old, Great 
Pyrenees-Lab Mix. I’ve known my 
friends at MCHS since 2017, when they 
first adopted me into a loving family. 
It was great, but last year my “mom” 
got sick and couldn’t take care of me, 
so my MCHS friends welcomed me 
back in June. I like it here – I get lots 
of love, but it’s not the same as having 
a home. If you’re someone who 

wants to give a big, fuzzy, senior dog a 
forever home, please call 240-252-2555 

and ask to meet me. 



SAVE THE 
DATE!

Sat., June 15, 2024
12 - 4 p.m.

Montgomery County Fairgrounds
Gaithersburg, Md.

It’s the 
BEST DAY  

OF THE YEAR 
for dogs!

Details coming soon at:  
mchumane.org

Zelda, the aqua cat
Zelda, a three-month old gray tabby, arrived at MCHS in 

November. Three days later, she was in her new home. “We were 
looking for a kitten, and we liked Zelda’s mild temperament when 
we met her,” Richard F. says. “Growing up, my brother and I were 
big fans of the Zelda video game series, so we took it as a sign.”

“Zelda is fascinated with water. She jumps on the sink when 
she hears the water running, and stares at it, and keeps staring, 
even after the water is off, for another ten minutes,” he tells us. 

“She has to supervise every bathroom and 
shower break, too.”

Zelda is very playful and 
affectionate. Her favorite game is 
‘Fetch’: “She has plastic spring toys – 
her favorite is a pink one MCHS sent 
home with her – and she’ll bring them 

to us to throw. Eventually, she turns the 
game around, hiding the springs in 
little caches around the house and 
expecting us to find them.”

Kiko, left, with new friend, Hazel.

Kiko fills in a family
Omar R. had always had pets growing up, so when he and his 

fiancée, Raquel, moved into a place of their own, adding a dog to 
the family seemed like the natural next step. “His face, one-half 
black one-half white, really stood out to us when we saw him at 
MCHS,” referring to Chuck, a three-month-old Catahoula mix. 
“He was a little nervous at first, but he seemed like a good fit.” 
They adopted Chuck that day.

Omar says that Chuck, now named Kiko, is eager to please 
and is a quick learner: “He listens to commands, learns from his 
mistakes, and corrects himself quickly,” says Omar, adding that, 
despite Kiko’s obvious intelligence, he also enjoys chasing his tail.

Omar and Kiko enjoy long walks and chasing balls at the tennis 
court, and Omar takes Kiko to his parents’ 
house to play with their dogs, 
Chops, a pit-bull terrier mix, 
and Hazel, a hound mix.

Kiko has also grown 
attached to the couple’s 
baby. “When the baby starts 
crying he’ll come into her 
room to check on her and 
start licking her feet. He just 
wants to comfort her.”



A silly sweetheart
“He has selective hearing, just 

like the teenager he is!” adopter 
Jackie P. says when telling us about 
Spot, the year-old, mixed-breed she 
and her wife, Kim, adopted last fall. 
“His name is Theodore now, but we 
call him Ted.”

Jackie and Kim had recently lost 
their dog, and were looking for one 
who would get along with their three 
cats: Finn, Dory, and Bearing. “Ted 
is very smart,” Jackie says. “And it’s 
been interesting to see the different 
approaches he takes with each cat. 
He’s very gentle around Dory, our 
eldest. Bearing is still a little afraid 
of him, so he’s learned not to startle 
her. He wants to be best friends with 
Finn, though Finn doesn’t know 
how!” 

“Ted is so sweet, and has a silly 
personality. He has figured out 
that he can make his toy squeak by 
leaping on it and pressing down 
with his front paws. And, he doesn’t 
recognize himself in the mirror, 
and will dance around in front of it 
trying to get the ‘other’ dog.” 

Reflecting on their search for a 
new dog, Jackie says “I’m just glad 
you guys had him. He’s been such a 
joy.”
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It's all Greek to this family
“We lost our 13-year-old dog, Athena, in August, and we were 

looking for a companion for our other dog, Hecate,” Sarah C. says. 
“When we saw Baxter’s profile online, we thought he would be a 
good fit.” Baxter, a one-year-old hound mix had arrived along with 
some other dogs from a partner shelter in rural Maryland. Hecate, 
their four-year-old German Shorthaired Pointer, is also an MCHS 
alumna, adopted in March 2022.

“We named Baxter ‘Hermes’,” Sarah tells us, “because we 
wanted to keep the [Greek mythology] theme going. Our cat is 
named Hera.”

Hermes and Hecate are now best friends, and are often found 
curled up together in the same dog bed. “They even lie right on top 
of one another,” Sarah says. 

Hermes enjoys playing fetch and running around in the back 
yard chasing squirrels, while Hecate prefers playing tug of war. 
“Sometimes we’ll find ourselves playing tug of war with one arm 
and fetch with the other.” And, when the dogs are running around 
in the living room together, Hera will get in on the fun and play 
with them. “They’re such loving dogs. I can’t pick just one favorite 
thing about them!”

Hermes, right, with his new family.


