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A Celebration of Joy and Gratitude

Feast of St. Angela
Sunday, January 25, 2026

11 a.m. Liturgy
followed by Dinner

** Location to be determined

Sisters and Associates are invited. 

Please RSVP to Val at 
vmyers@ursulinecenter.org or 

419-536-9587 by Friday, January 16. 

Another New Year has begun - 2026.  With 
the New Year comes all kinds of planning and 
thoughts for what we’ll do differently.  We 
begin to put together plans for how this year 
will be different than last year.  As we plan 
these changes we look again at our lives and 
see how these plans will fit with our day-to-day 
existence.

As the year begins, we see the realities inherent 
in our planning.  We realize we may need to 
make changes to the plans we made in order 
for them to bear fruition.  With these changes, 
we realize that all cannot be what we thought.  
We spend some time thinking and once again, 
alter a plan that started our original thinking.

All the planning, thinking, changing, bring us 
to a point where we realize how the new year 
will be in reality and we see our lives moving 
along day by day.  May God grant us the grace 
to move in his world with the grace needed for 
new life to flourish.

With the help of God
you will do much good

for others.

(St. Angela Merici, 10th Legacy)
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Rest In Peace

David Kaminski, father of Kristen Kaminski, 
SUA ‘95 and Keri Kaminski, SUA ‘96 ~ 
November 18

Wanda Samiec, mother of Christine Samiec 
Thornton, SUA ‘78; Lyn Samiec Tucholski, SUA 
‘80; and Michelle Samiec Wolff, SUA ‘84 ~ 
November 20

Dr. Sally Holt, MMC ‘64 ~ November 25

Sr. Marilyn Gottemoeller, RSM ~ November 
27

Sr. Mary Sterle, Ursuline Sister of Cleveland 
~ November 27

Theresa Puccetti Langenderfer, SUA ‘53; 
sister of Joann Puccetti Braatz, SUA ‘58 ~ 
December 1

Nora Sutherland, mother of Noralyn 
Sutherland, SUA ‘78 ~ December 4

Robert Carey, brother of Jean Carey Austin, 
SUA ‘69 ~ December 4

Jason Osterman, brother of Marda Osterman 
Perrotta, SUA ‘91 ~ December 4

Peter Pharis, father of Paige Pharis 
Lichtenberg, SUA ‘92 ~ December 5

Rev. Joseph Albert Weigman, retired priest 
of the Diocese of Toledo ~ December 6

Rev. James Holup, brother of Dolores Holup 
Murphy, SUA ‘57; MMC ‘70 ~ December 6

Sr. Carole Marie Keaney, Ursuline Sister of 
the Eastern Province ~ December 7

Albert Sprenger, father of Kathleen Sprenger 
Hack, SUA ‘81 and Loretta Sprenger Coil, SUA 
‘85 ~ December 12

Marie Bubenko, sister of Catherine Bubenko, 
MMC ‘75 ~ December 13

Sr. Rosella McCormick, Ursuline Sister of 
Louisville ~ December 14

Nola Connin, mother of Nola Connin Bailey, 
SUA ‘80 ~ December 19

Sr. Mary Lucy Suter, MMC ~ December 21

Jacquelyn Bennett, mother of Jane Bennett 
Berry, SUA ‘76 ~ December 24

Patricia Haladyna Dachnowski, sister 
of Sandra Haladyna Borysiak, MMC ‘71 ~ 
December 24

Joyce Sieja Marciniak, SUA ’56 ~ December 
26

Mary Pilkington Hills, SUA ‘49; mother of 
Julie Hills Tucker, SUA ‘75 and Jenny Hills 
Kraus, SUA ‘96 ~ December 27 
 
Chester Bodi, husband of Joanne Juhasz 
Bodi, SUA ‘57 ~ December 27 
 
Henry Carpenter, brother of Susan 
Carpenter, SUA 2029 ~ January 1
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Archive Snapshots

Sister M. Carmencita Andres

Bertha Magdalena Andres 
was born on January 26, 
1902 in Helena, Ohio.  She 
was educated at the Ursuline 
Academy in Tiffin and joined 
the Toledo Ursulines in 1929.  
She attended Teachers’ 
College and Mary Manse 
College and then went on to 
the American Conservatory 
of Music in Chicago for an AB 
degree in violin.  Sister M. Carmencita received 
her Master’s degree from The University of 
Notre Dame and did further work in music at the 
Eastman School of Music, Rochester, NY.  

Sister Carmencita taught music in many of the 
parish schools and taught the orchestra and 
music classes at both St. Ursula Academy (36 
years) and Mary Manse College (24 years).  She 
taught the Suzuki Method of playing the violin.  
This method is used with small children, teaching 
them to play the violin soon after they learn to 
walk.  Sister Carmencita was very successful in 
this regard and had many pupils who became fine 
violinists.  

Sister Carmencita was Community-minded and 
enjoyed being with her sisters.  She was also the 
“keeper” of the Stamp Collection and encouraged 
many sisters to save and give her stamps from all 
over the world.  

She played with the Jewish Symphony and the 
Perrysburg Symphony for more than four years.  
Sister Carmencita retired to the Ursuline Center in 
1991 and was active until her death on January 7, 
1999 at age 96.

Contact the Ursuline Convent Offices if you wish to 
participate.

Water with Blessings       	 $200.00 
 
St. Louis Helping Hands          	$400.00 
 
Seagate Food Bank               	 $200.00 
 
Labra – SUA                            	 $200.00 
 
Sisters in Shelter – Tiffin       	 $500.00 
 
Bethany House                        	 $500.00

Community Christmas Donations

The needs are many at this time of year.  The 
Ursuline Convent has made the following donations 
to the following organizations: 
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The Women Religious Archives Collaborative (WRAC) 
received a $4.7 million grant from Lilly Endowment 
Inc. through its National Storytelling Initiative on 
Christian Faith and Life. The grant will fund a 5-year
project to share the inspiring stories of Catholic 
sisters, past and present, as examples of vibrant 
Christian lives and service.

The nonprofit Women Religious Archives Collaborative 
was founded in 2022 by a collaboration of Catholic 
sisters in response to a growing need to plan for 
the future of their archives. The Women Religious 
Archives Collaborative is building an independent
repository and heritage center, set to open in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 2027 that will house collections 
from over 75 congregations and share the history 
of Catholic sisters through research, exhibits, 
and programming. Forty-four congregations have 
committed their collections to date.

These collections show how women religious 
significantly impacted the United States through their 
tireless efforts in education, healthcare, spiritual 
formation, and social service since their arrival in 
1727. “This generous grant will amplify our mission to
preserve and share the histories of Catholic sisters 
in the United States by supporting the processing 
of archival collections, identification of compelling 
stories within them, and the sharing of these stories 
in relatable and engaging ways,” said Executive
Director, Sister Susan Durkin, OSU.

The 5-year project, So the Stories Can Be Told, will 
connect a diverse multigenerational audience with 
stories of Catholic sisters by drawing on the histories 
within their archives. Visitors and researchers will 
encounter the real lives and struggles of these faith-
filled women through multimedia in-person and 
online exhibits, storytelling programs, and a research 
fellowship. The project aims to increase awareness 
of the role of women religious, inspire reflection 

on Christian faith and service, and provide practical 
wisdom for personal and communal growth.

“Catholic sisters have spent their lives in service 
to others. Their tremendous contributions have 
lifted up and made positive and lasting change in 
the communities where they served,” said Durkin. 
“Through this storytelling project, current and future 
generations will be able to learn from the stories of 
women religious about the role of faith and service, 
women’s leadership, and the power of community to 
make meaningful change to better our world.”

The focus of Lilly Endowment’s National Initiative 
on Christian Faith and Life is to help organizations 
identify, produce, and share compelling stories that 
portray the vibrancy and hope of Christian faith and 
life. The Women Religious Archives Collaborative 
is one of 60 U.S. organizations that received grants 
through the initiative since 2024. These groups 
include media organizations, denominational 
judicatories, church networks, publishers, educational 
institutions, congregations, and other nonprofit 
charitable organizations. 

Women Religious Archives Collaborative Receives $4.7 Million Grant 
to Share the Stories of Catholic Sisters

Scan the QR code with 

your phone camera to go 

to the WRAC website!

Learn More About the 
Women Religious Archives Collaborative!
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Happy BirthdayCalendar

January 2026
11	 National Human Trafficking Awareness Day
19	 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Convent Offices closed
25	 Feast of St. Angela, 11 a.m. Mass and dinner to follow, 
	 location to be determined
28	 Council Meeting
31	 Mass for the World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life,
	 11 a.m., Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
	 Cathedral, lunch to follow.  Sisters only.

February 2026
16	 President’s Day, Convent Offices closed
25	 Council Meeting

March 2026
11-12	 Chapter
23-25	 NAULC - St. Louis
31	 Council Meeting

April 2026
11	 Sisters and Associates Study Day, 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
	 Sylvania Franciscan Serra Hall.  

June 2026
14	 Jubilee Celebration, Mass at 3 p.m. with dinner to follow,
	 Christ The King Parish

January
31	 Sister Sandy Sherman

February
7	 Sister Coletta McAllister
15	 Sister Claudia Holtz

Feast  Day

Check out the 
Ursuline Sisters of Toledo 
Facebook page and 
website! 

Ursuline Convent Offices
4045 Indian Road, Toledo, OH  43606

(419) 536-9587 
email: ursulines@ursulinecenter.org

January
1	 Chris Soto
4	 Bill Moore
5	 Eric Baho
6	 Eileen Simon
7	 Sr. Mary Kay Garvin
27	 Berta Folmar
31	 Bonnie Tolles

February
7	 Sandra Gelinas
8	 Louis Torda
9	 Beulah Horn
14	 Sr. Joy Gray
18	 Rebecca Alexander
19	 Fran Benlein
26	 Sr. Maria Goretti VanAusdale

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the February 2026 
newsletter is Thursday, January 22. 
Please send your stories to Michelle at 
mscazzero@ursulinecenter.org.

Pray with the Ursulines: 
Communication Tape

It is recorded Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

Call 419-536-9375.
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