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Exciting plans are in the works to 
honor 150 years of Ursuline presence 
in Youngstown.

We’ll begin the year-long 
celebration leading up to our 
September 18, 2024 anniversary on 
Sunday, September 17, 2023 with 
Mass at St. Luke Parish in Boardman. 
Leadership Team Councilor Sister 
Mary Alyce Koval is the Diocesan 
Pastoral Associate there. Dinner will 
follow at a nearby banquet hall. 

Other activities include an exhibit 
at the Tyler History Museum, part of 
the Mahoning Valley Historical Society, 
a book being written by well-known 
local history author and Ursuline 
Associate Tom Welsh, participating in 
local parades, celebrations at each of 
our ministry sites, and a picnic at our 
Motherhouse.

We recently welcomed for a 
visit a former Ursuline Sister of 
Youngstown and graduate of Ursuline 
High School, which we founded in 
1905. In her years after leaving the 
community, Dr. Helen Lafferty went 

Youngstown Ursulines Busy with Sesquicentennial Plans, 
Visitors of Note

on to great achievement 
in academics and on 
February 1 became interim 
president of Youngstown 
State University. 

She came “home” 
to YSU, from which she 
earned her baccalaureate 
and graduate degrees, from 
Villanova University, where 
she was an administrator 
and faculty member for 
more than 40 years.

In an interview with YSU Magazine 
for its winter 2023 edition, she said, 
“The Ursuline Sisters and YSU set the 
stage for me. Hopefully, I have made 
them proud, using the gifts they gave 
me to make others’ lives better.” 

She has!
We all enjoyed catching up 

with Helen, and we’re pleased 
to strengthen our ties with the 
university. All but one of our 28 
Sisters earned at least one of their 
degrees from the school, and several 
of our Sisters and Associates have 

Sisters Patricia McNicholas, Norma Raupple, Regina 
Rogers, Dr. Lafferty, Sisters Mary McCormick, and 

Mary Alyce Koval.

taught there. We’re also a community 
partner for YSU and provide many 
service opportunities for its students.

We’re looking forward to 
welcoming Cleveland Auxiliary 
Bishop Michael Woost April 1, and 
we’ve invited the nearby Sisters of 
the Humility of Mary to join us for 
his Palm Sunday day of reflection 
that will culminate with Mass. Bishop 
Woost is a colleague of our general 
superior, Sister Mary McCormick, 
at St. Mary Seminary and Graduate 
School of Theology in Cleveland.

Company of St. Ursula of Toronto – 
Celebrating!

Simply sharing, learning, praying and celebrating 
together!

“May the Trinity bless us and make us a blessing 
to all!” prayed Estela.
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Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint 
Joseph Amelia Stenger thanked 
her many Ursuline teachers – from 
grade school through college – as she 
accepted her honor as a Distinguished 
Alumna of Owensboro, Ky.’s Brescia 
University on Oct. 22, 2022.

“It is difficult to put into words 
the gratitude I feel as I stand here 
this evening,” she said during the 
celebration held at the C.E. Field Center 
for Professional Studies on the Brescia 
campus. “My whole educational 
experience has been blessed by the 
Ursuline Sisters. They came to a small 
town called Glennonville, Mo., and 
taught at St. Teresa School. Sisters 
Jean Gertrude, Monica, Amanda Rose, Cecilia Mary, and 
Elizabeth Ann gave me a wonderful foundation.” 

She next attended Mount Saint Joseph Academy and 
then Brescia, the college begun by the Maple Mount 
Ursulines in 1950. She graduated in 1974. She said she 
was privileged to have Ursuline teachers during all 16 
years of her education.

“Brescia gave me the foundation I needed to continue 
my degrees in education and administration. For that I 
am very grateful,” Sister Amelia said. 

Since the inception of the Distinguished Alumni 
recognition, Brescia University has awarded more than 
50 alumni with the title. The award was created to honor 
graduates who exemplify the elements that encompass 
“The Brescia Difference: Respect for the Sacred, Devotion 
to Learning, Commitment to Growth in Virtue, and 
Promotion of Servant Leadership.” Sister Amelia is the 
11th Ursuline Sister to receive the Distinguished Alumni 
honor. 

Sister Amelia began teaching at Precious Blood 
School in Owensboro the semester before she graduated 
from Brescia. By the next year she was named principal 
at Immaculate Conception School in Earlington, Ky., then 
became principal of the newly opened Christ the King 
School in nearby Madisonville in 1977. 

She was principal of St. Joseph School in Bowling 
Green, Ky., from 1982-84, when she was named the first 
woman to be Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the 
Diocese of Owensboro. It was during her tenure that the 
Rainbow Mass began – an opportunity to bring all the 

Sister Amelia Stenger thanks her Ursuline teachers 
as she receives Brescia Distinguished Alumna honor

schools in the diocese together at the 
Owensboro Sportscenter.

In 1991, she was named Super-
intendent of Catholic Schools for the 
Archdiocese of Louisville – also the first 
woman in that role – which she filled 
until 1997. That year she was asked 
to return to Maple Mount to lead the 
newly renovated Mount Saint Joseph 
Conference and Retreat Center.

In 2010 she became Director of De-
velopment for the Ursuline Sisters. She 
served in that role until she was elected 
as Congregational Leader for her com-
munity in 2016. One of her duties as 
the community leader was serving on 
the Brescia Board of Directors.

Sister Amelia completed her term in office in July 
2022. She is now pursuing efforts for the future of 
the Mount Saint Joseph Archives and Museum, while 
assisting in the Development office and overseeing all 
quilting for the community.

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint 
Joseph Amelia Stenger receives 
her Distinguished Alumna award 
from Brescia President Father Larry 
Hostetter.

Want to win a 
handmade quilt?
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph 
2023-2024 Quilt Club 
tickets are available!

NOTE: The quilts pictured are from 
LAST year’s Quilt Club. We wanted 

you to see that there is a unique 
beauty in each quilt.

License #0290

For the purchase of one $25 
ticket, you get 12 chances to win  

a handmade quilt  
from April 2023-March 2024. 

Drawings take place on the first 
Friday of each month  

except April 6 due to Good Friday.
Watch the drawings live on our 

Facebook page! 
Sign up by April 5 to be 

entered into all 12 drawings
Only 2,500 tickets will be sold! 

Contact Carol Braden-Clarke
270-229-2008  

carol.braden-clarke@maplemount.org
 Join online: ursulinesmsj.org/quilt-club
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From the Cincinnati Ursulines

St. Ursula Villa Chapel Gets a New Name
At the time the Cincinnati Ursulines transitioned to 

the Commissary form of governance in June of 2021, 
they relinquished sponsorship of their two schools,  
St. Ursula Academy (grades 9-12) and St. Ursula Villa 
(pre-K – 8), and helped them to become Independent 
Catholic Schools in the Ursuline Tradition.  As part of their 
effort to keep the Ursuline heritage in their consciousness, 
the administration of the Villa committed to dedicate and 
name their chapel in honor of the Ursulines.  The Sisters 
were invited to identify the new name.  Could there be a 
better name than The Saint Angela Merici Chapel?

The dedication and naming event occurred on 
September 21, 2022, within a class Mass at which  
Sr. Margie Efkeman and Kit and Jack Overbeck, close 
friends of the Sisters, represented the Sisters.  Villa 
participants and attendees included school administrators 
and Board members; the 7th graders and their teachers; 
and some students’ parents.

“Establishing a chapel 
where the Eucharist is re-
served and that is a welcom-
ing space for liturgies, prayer 
services and private prayer 
has been a long-time goal of 
the Ursuline Identity Com-
mittee of the Board,” stated 
Sr. Margie.  “I was thrilled 
that the latest construction 
and renovation plan finally 
included it.”

The accompanying  pho-
tos hint of earlier uses of the room that is now the St. 
Angela Merici Chapel.  It is located in what was the living 
room of the home of R. K. LeBlond and his family. The 
family’s estate had been willed to the Archdiocese of Cin-
cinnati for educational purposes.  The Sisters purchased 
it in 1960 from the Archdiocese when they needed new 
space for the elementary division of Saint Ursula Acad-
emy, which had outgrown its Walnut Hills property.  

Current kindergarten teacher Catherine Picton 
Smith is a great-great granddaughter of the LeBlonds.  
Catherine’s mother remembers, as a young child, 
attending family Christmas gatherings in the mansion’s 
living room.  The large playroom two floors above more 
easily accommodated the children’s normal activities.  
Since the Ursulines’ purchase of the estate in 1960, 
what had been the living room of the Manor House has 
served, in turn, as the chapel for the Junior Sisters (1963 

– 1971), a classroom – most recently Montessori for 
3-, 4- and 5-year-olds – and now as the chapel for the 
school.  School personnel are pleased to have the space 
returned to the earlier use by the Ursulines as a chapel.  
Lisa Wolfer, Director of Mission Integration, shared, “It 
has been an honor and a blessing to formally refer to our 
place of worship as the St. Angela Merici Chapel, in honor 
of the Ursulines of Cincinnati. Every time we reference 
the space with students or stakeholders, we call to mind 
our foundress.”

All are welcome in St. Angela Merici Chapel!  Even 
young children, with attending adults!  The relationship 
between St. Ursula Villa and the Cincinnati Ursulines 
continues to be strong.   

St. Ursula Villa President Jody Sedler makes official the name of 
St. Angela Merici Chapel as Sister Margie looks on and Principal 
Julie Scherer (L) and Board Chair Jessica Metzger (R) display the 
1960’s decade of the timeline that outlines the beginning years 
of the Villa on the grounds of the former R.K. LeBlond estate.

Kit and Jack Overbeck, friends of the Ursulines and of St. Ursula 
Villa, Sister Margie Efkeman, and Villa President Jody Sedler 
share congratulations and appreciation following the chapel 
naming event on September 21, 2022.

 The naming of the  
St. Angela Merici Chapel 
honors the Ursuline heritage 
of St. Ursula Villa.



Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC4 5

- continued on next page

Feast of St. Ursula and Missioning
The Ursuline Sisters and 

Associates gathered on October 
22 to celebrate the Feast of 
St. Ursula and to renew their 
commitments as Sisters and 
Associates to the mission of 
St. Angela Merici.  “Journeying 
with Christ in hope and trust” 
has become the theme of this 
administration period 2022 
– 2026 and was part of the 
Missioning going forward as 
collaborators in the Ministry of 
Prayer and Presence. 

Sharing our Ursuline Legacy Art Sale
Many well-known and nationally-recognized artists 

have graced the Ursuline Convent with their religious and 
non-religious artwork over 
the span of many years.  The 
time has come to share our 
Ursuline legacy and pass on 
those meaningful creations 
to our friends.

On October 26 and 27, 
the Ursuline Sisters hosted 
“Sharing our Ursuline 
Legacy Fine Art Sale.”  
Paintings, prints made from 
wood blocks, photographs, 

pottery, hand-blown glass, wood carvings, and tapestry 
were for sale.

Many who attended the sale and bought items 
shared with us their personal connections with the 
Ursuline artists.  While it was difficult for the Ursuline 
Sisters to part with these magnificent pieces of art and 
the memories surrounding them, it was meaningful to 
them that the art was going to those who appreciated 
the artist and the art’s value, and would indeed keep the 
Ursuline legacy alive.

Although the Fine Art Sale has ended, there are still 
many beautiful pieces remaining for sale.  A catalog of 
these items may be viewed at www.ursulinecenter.org.

Foundation Day
On December 12, the Ursuline Sisters and Associates 

gathered for a time of prayer and celebration of the 

From the Ursulines of Toledo

founding of our Community 
168 years ago.  In the Ursuline 
tradition, Sister Sandy Sherman, 
president, placed keys before 
Mary, our Blessed Mother, as a 
sign of her watchfulness over 
us and over all who enter every 
place we call our home.

The Sisters committed 
themselves to the vision of  
St. Angela Merici and to the 
mission and values of the Gospel, 
and asked for the same courage, 
strength, wisdom, and faith that 
our founding mothers had on December 12, 1854.

The Sisters are all missioned to the Ministry of Prayer 
and Presence, sharing their gifts and talents wherever they 
find themselves in living community life.  God’s people 
are enriched by the presence of the Sisters in meeting 
the needs of others in every possible way, small or large.  
The Ursuline Associates have become companions of the 
Sisters, walking the journey with St. Angela as well.

Sock Stuffing Party
Ursuline Associates joined fellow members of the 

Toledo Area Associate Networking Group (TAANG) on 
January 28, 2023 in a project aimed at bringing much 
needed supplies and cheer to those standing on the 
corners of our community. 

Described as a “Sock Stuffing Party,” Ursuline, Notre 
Dame, Sylvania Franciscan, and Tiffin Franciscan Sisters 
and Associates gathered at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
Center to stuff fresh pairs of socks that were donated 
by the sock company, Bombas, with small items such as 
granola bars, crackers, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand 
sanitizers, lotion, gum, and $5 McDonald’s gift cards.  

These socks then could be 
carried in our cars to be given 
to those who are homeless 
or needy, begging on street 
corners.  In addition, 100 
pairs of stuffed socks were 

Sister Sandy Sherman 
and Associate Co-Director 

Jess Gamby

Sister Sandy Sherman 
places keys before Mary, 
our Blessed Mother.

Associate Deb Bercher sorts items 
to be stuffed in socks at the Sock 
Stuffing Party to benefit the needy 
in our community. 
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Ursulines of Toledo, 
continued

offered to the Labre Project at  
St. Ursula Academy to be distributed 
with their meals.

“St. Angela writes, ‘Reflect that 
in reality you have a greater need to 
serve (the poor) than they have of 
your service,’” says Debbie Bercher, 
co-director of the Toledo Ursuline 
Associate program.  “The Sock Project 
is another opportunity for all of us to 
serve those in need.”

Eucharistic Revival and 
Catholic Sisters Week

This year, the Toledo diocesan-
based religious communities of 
women are each focusing on the 
Eucharistic Revival as announced 
by the US Catholic Bishops, in 
combination with Catholic Sisters 
Week.

On March 10, the Ursuline Sisters 
scheduled two short presentations, 
“The Eucharist and The Spirituality 
of St. Angela Merici,” interspersed 
with personal reflection, music, 
silence, and closing with Eucharistic 
Adoration.  The presentations were 
rescheduled for March 31 due to the 
weather. 

Also on March 10, a Food Drive 
sponsored by the Ursuline Sisters, 
Sisters of Notre Dame of the United 
States, Sisters of Mercy of Alma, 
Sylvania Franciscan Sisters, Tiffin 
Franciscan Sisters, and the Sisters 
of the Visitation, was held at Walt 
Churchill’s Market in Maumee, Ohio to 
benefit the Toledo SeaGate Food Bank.   

Throughout Catholic Sisters 
Week, March 8 – 14, five Ursuline 
Sisters joined together with St. Ursula 
Academy students to ask questions 
and share what it means to live life 
as a religious Sister.  A video of these 
gatherings were then posted on 
Facebook each day of Catholic Sisters 
Week. 

Ursuline Education Network currently consists 
of 19 member schools with the recent 
addition of Youngstown Ursuline High 
School in late Fall of 2022.  When Ursuline 
School in Wimbledon, England joined nearly 
one year ago, UEN became an international 
group of schools all striving to live the charism 
of St. Angela Merici.  

In December of  2022, UEN updated its website, 
www.Ursuline-education.com, to become as easily 
accessible to all constituents as possible. Registration 
for all conferences will be achieved through the 
website along with current information about the events 
occurring in the schools.  If you have not had a chance to read the 29 
SERVICE AWARD ESSAYS from 15 member schools, please click on 
that tab.  It provides an opportunity to learn about what the Ursuline 
students are doing to live their faith.

Last fall, UEN helped to sponsor the Ursuline Sisters’ Convocation.  
We are currently partnering with a team of Ursuline Sisters as well as 
professional educators to design curriculum to accompany the videos.  
Our goal is to make this information relevant and user friendly so that 
the information will be utilized on a regular basis.  

Students from three of our member schools, SUA-Cincinnati, 
AMSU, and Ursuline Academy-Wilmington, will participate in the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in March.  This 
conference has not been held for several years but has always presented 
a tremendous opportunity for participants to learn about global women’s 
issues.  It has always been an incredible learning experience for students 
and sponsors alike.  

Students from each high school have always been able to attend the 
Student Leadership Conference typically offered in June.  In 2022, we 
hosted the conference at Ursuline College in Cleveland.  This year, we 
will return to that same site and will welcome six students who plan to 
return as Student Mentors.  We look forward to their participation as we 
will see their leadership skills develop while they help others build their 
skills.  In many of the middle schools, teachers have been asking for a 
similar leadership program.  As a result, we are developing curriculum 
for Junior High Leadership based upon the teachings of St. Angela.  The 
pilot program will be held at Sacred Heart in Louisville this spring.  

Finally, St. Ursula Academy-Cincinnati will join The Ursuline School 
of New Rochelle, Ursuline Academy-St. Louis, and Ursuline Academy-
Wilmington as schools with GLOBAL SCHOOL PROGRAMS!  We 
are proud to see this program flourish.  

Ursuline Education Network takes to heart this founding mission 
of the organization when we step up to assist our schools by offering 
programs to benefit the students and faculty alike.  

Ursuline Education Network
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Ursulines of Brown County

News from the Louisville Ursulines

- continued on next page

Louisville Ursulines Support the New Office of 
Catholic Identity and Ursuline Charism for Sacred 
Heart Schools

During Catholic Schools Week, Sacred Heart Schools, 
which the Louisville Ursulines sponsor, shared this 
statement:

"We have financial commitments for the Office 
of Catholic Identity and Ursuline Charism, totaling $1 
million. As a community of Catholic schools rooted in 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and the Ursuline charism, 
we are called to educate our students, faculty, and staff 
through the work of this Office."

President Dr. Karen McNay and the SHS Advancement 
Office, with the support of the Ursuline Sisters of Louisville, 
worked to secure these gifts to endow the Office of 
Catholic Identity and Ursuline Charism in perpetuity.

Created in July 2022, the Office is staffed and 
operating, working through formation with the faculty 
and staff and serving the 1,850+ Sacred Heart Schools 
students.

The Office currently consists of three staff: Vice 
President of Mission and Community Mia Cooper, Director 
of Mission Formation Jane Cruthirds, and Campus Minister 
and Catechetical Program Manager Andrea Hoback. These 
highly qualified and mission-centric Catholic leaders share 
a great affection for the Ursuline Charism and a deep 
devotion to their Catholic faith.

Sister Jean Anne Zappa, OSU, President of the 
Ursuline Sisters of Louisville, added, “Since 1858, the 
Ursuline Sisters of Louisville have supported the mission 
of Catholic education. As the founders of Sacred Heart 
Academy in 1877 and the sponsors of Sacred Heart 
Schools since 1990, the Ursulines have been active in 
many ways in these schools—by our presence in the 
classroom, serving on committees, the board of trustees, 
and gifts of support."

Andrea Hoback, Mia Cooper, Jane Cruthirds, 
Office of Catholic Identity and Ursuline Charism

Sister Carol Curtis Embarks on Roses in December 
2022 Pilgrimage

Ursuline Sisters of Louisville Carol Curtis, OSU, went 
to El Salvador in early December, 2022, participating 
with “The Roses in December” delegation of SHARE 
with Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
(LCWR) to mark the 42nd anniversary of the martyrdom 
of the four U.S. churchwomen in El Salvador, including 
Cleveland Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel. The delegation 
visited women religious and the communities they 
accompany in El Salvador and Honduras to support 
and give witness to the social, economic and ecological 
injustices the indigenous people suffer at the hands of 
multi-national corporations, drug cartels and their own 
governments. 

Sister Carol wrote: “Blessed are you when you are 
persecuted for the sake of justice…

When I first arrived in San Salvador, as we drove from 
the airport, Mary Ann quietly reminded me that we were 
taking the same road the four churchwomen took the 
night of their murder.  Images from Roses in December 
came to mind, solemn and sobering.

When our bus arrived in Chalatenango, we were 
surprised by the festive welcome by the community 
there.  From the bishop’s blessing at the place Sister 
Karla drowned to the cemetery where all three Maryknoll 
sisters are buried, the people of Chalatenango led the 
celebration of the living memory of Karla, Maura, Ita, 
Jean and Dorothy.  I did not expect so strong a sense of 
communion with the people there, united in the memory 
of our sisters and our faith in the God of Life.  I experienced 
with SHARE a community that crosses the boundaries of 
time and place.”

Sister Carol, front row, kneeling with the SHARE/Roses in 
December Delegation
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News from the Louisville Ursulines, continued

Joy Green and Carmen de la Cuba Laurel, 
both Ursuline Associates, receive the 
2022 Angeline Award

Every two years, 
the Ursuline Sisters of 
Louisville honor a woman 
whose life reflects the 
Ursuline charism that is 
inspired by Saint Angela 
Merici, the foundress 
of the Ursulines: “A 
contemplative love of God 
resulting in an openness 
and eagerness to serve 
the needs of others.” 
On Sunday, October 23, 
the Ursuline Sisters of 
Louisville honored Joy 
Green and Carmen de 
la Cuba Laurel, both 
Ursuline Associates, with the Angeline Award at a Mass 
in the Motherhouse Chapel, celebrating the feast day 
of Saint Ursula. Two honorees were chosen due to the 
hiatus in 2020 from Covid-19 concerns.

Ursuline President Sister Jean Anne Zappa, OSU, 
presented the award to Carmen and said, “Carmen de la 
Cuba Laurel has been involved in the teaching mission of 
Jesus since 1966 with our Santa Angela Merici School in 
Peru as teacher, principal, mentor and now volunteer 
and witness of the teaching mission of Jesus. She is a true 
disciple and active leader with the Ursuline Associates in 
Carmen de la Legua.”

Of Joy, Sister Jean Anne stated, “Joy Green, an 
Associate from Cumberland, Maryland, truly lives the 
healing ministry of Jesus, serving in the Alleghany Health 
and Nursing Rehabilitation Center. It seems like whatever, 
whoever and wherever the need is, so is Joy, be it at the 
rehab center, the vet on the street, in the parish, or with 
the Associates.”

Angela Merici Center Closes
Effective December 31, 2022, the Angela Merici 

Center for Spirituality, a ministry of the Ursuline Sisters of 
Louisville, started by Sister Martha Buser in 1997, closed. 
Ginny Schaeffer, who has served as director for 21 years, 
is retiring, and with her retirement, the Ursuline Sisters 
have made the decision to close the center.

The Ursuline leadership team and Ginny have been 
in conversation with Bellarmine University to determine 

L to R: Joy Green and Carmen de 
la Cuba Laurel, 2022 Angeline 

Award recipients

how the spirit of  
St. Angela Merici could be 
further advanced on the 
campus, as Bellarmine 
University has Ursuline 
roots. Bellarmine College 
and Ursuline College merged in 1968 to form what is now 
Bellarmine University. As a result of those discussions, 
Bellarmine has engaged Ginny to bring the Angeline spirit 
to their campus by way of leading retreats and other 
ministry experiences beginning July 1, 2023.

Monthly, in-person Taizé Prayer services at the 
Ursuline Motherhouse will continue under the leadership 
of Lisa Feldkamp, liturgist for the Ursuline Sisters, and will 
be available each month in video format on the Ursuline 
Sisters of Louisville website and Facebook page.

Sacred Heart Schools’ Heritage Room Timeline
After two years of committee work, the Sacred 

Heart Schools’ Heritage Room timeline was installed in 
the Motherhouse in October, 2022. The timeline tells 
the story of the founding of Sacred Heart Schools by 
the Louisville Ursulines in 1858 to the present day. The 
committee included Sacred Heart Schools alumna and 
staff, and Sisters Janet Peterworth, Judy Rice and Martha 
Jacob. Committee members also included Archivist 
Laurel Wilson, who worked on photo selection, copy and 
captions; and Director of Communications Kathy Williams, 
who designed the timeline and managed production.

More photos can be viewed at: 
https://Ursulinesisterslouisville.org/2022-heritage-
room-timeline/

Ginny Schaeffer, director of 
the Angela Merici Center, at 

her retirement party

Sacred Heart Schools President Dr. Karen McNay 
reviews the timeline with donors, October 2022
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From the Brown County Ursulines

Chatfield Celebration: Honoring the Past, 
Looking to the Future

As of January 1, 2023, Chatfield College was closed, and 
the non-profit organization known as The Chatfield Edge 
was initiated.  The Chatfield Edge is focused on supporting 
postsecondary education attainment.  Support services 
include such assistance as academic scholarships, mentoring 
and tutoring, and job readiness support, offered to qualified 
first-generation and non-traditional students in the Greater 
Cincinnati area.  The four ways students can get support through 
The Chatfield Edge are: 1) Education Endeavors which includes 
identifying student strengths and interests, determining 
the type of education best suited to the student; assistance 
selecting a school or program; application processing and 
securing financial aid. 2) Financial Scholars will provide financial 
support if there is a gap after other financial aid options have 
been explored.  3) Future Now provides individual coaching 
and mentoring to assist the student to stay on track with goals.  
4) Servant Leaders designed to empower students to live their 
values through faith development and service to others.  

On January 29th the friends, students, alumni, supporters, 
and Board members acknowledged the transition through 
the “Chatfield Celebration: Honoring the Past, Looking to 
the Future.”  The event included remarks by the Board Chair, 
Victoria Parlin, reflections by former College Presidents, and 
alumni perspectives honoring the 51 years of providing the 
opportunity for students to obtain a 2-year Fine Arts degree.  

The final segment of the program was a description of 
the opportunities being offered by The Chatfield Edge in its 
new configuration. A Blessing given by the Ursulines of Brown 
County concluded the celebration as this new endeavor comes 
into being.

 The Blessing ceremony in Sacred Heart Chapel    

Ursuline Sisters participating in the Celebration: (L-
R)  Sisters Phyllis Kemper, Jeanette Johnson, Lawrence 
Sickman, Christine Pratt, Patricia Homan, Ellen Doyle, 

and Lucia Castellini.

Central Province Ursuline Sisters Ann Barrett, Regina 
Marie Fronmüller and Ginger Cirone participated in Nuns 
Build 2022, December 1-5 in New Orleans. The 14th 
annual rebuilding project brings Sisters and volunteers 
from across the country to work with the St. Bernard 
Project (SBP) to repair homes of those who have 
suffered losses due to damaging storms in the Greater 
New Orleans area. The Sisters have acquired many 
construction skills in the years following the project’s 
inception in response to Hurricane Katrina.

Nuns Build 2022
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Election Process for Leadership for the Ursulines of Brown County

The discernment process for the Brown County Ursulines’ election of Leadership began 
in September 2022.  A description of “Where We Are in Our Congregational Life” was 
constructed by current Congregational Minister, Patricia Homan.  The document identified 
where we are and what are the next steps toward fulfillment.  The primary goal is to 
continue providing health care for the individual needs of the Members.  Other issues to 
be addressed include securing a Commissary, providing Sponsorship for Ursuline Academy, 
identifying permanent housing for the Archives, and determining how remaining assets 
will be dispersed.  Community additions and suggestions were added to the description in 
December along with a proposal for the election process.  In December the discernment 
involved personal prayer and reflection about symbols of what the Community might look 
like over the next four years.  In January the process involved naming the gifts each of us 
offer for the good of the whole as we move into our future together.  In February we raised 
Questions, Concerns and Hopes regarding our future with the discernment of Leadership.  The election process 
identified the Congregational Minister with the re-election of Patricia Homan.  Her term will span the time necessary  
for the  process needed to identify, secure the appointment of and transition to a Commissary.  The time together 
ended with a blessing and a celebratory lunch.                   

Patricia Homan, OSU

The Companions of the Ursulines of Cincinnati recently sponsored a 
learning and sharing session for women. The presentation by Sr. Maureen 
Sullivan OP, “Hope-filled Catholic Women Today: Vatican II, the Synod and 
the Journey Ahead” was a follow-up to, “Women’s Voices for the Synod” held 
in March 2022. Sr. Maureen is a Dominican of Hope from New York. She is a 
professor-emerita of theology at Saint Anselm College and an author of several 
books on Vatican II.

 The program sparked lively discussion and sharing among the 42 lay 
women who attended either in-person or by Zoom. Anyone interested in 
a digital copy of the presentation can contact Sister Mary Jerome Buchert 
-  buchert@zoomtown.com

The Cincinnati Ursuline Companions Continue Support 
for the Vision of Pope Francis for the Church

Sister Maureen Sullivan
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Ursulines of Cleveland

Ursuline College celebrated the 150th anniversary 
with the Sisters at Merici Crossing 

To celebrate the feast of St. Ursula, members of 
the faculty and staff of Ursuline College were invited to 
have coffee and doughnuts with the Sisters who live at 
Merici Crossings, our largest residence.  Two different 
days/times were offered to better accommodate the 
varied teaching and work schedules of all the employees: 
Thursday, October 20th from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 
Tuesday, October 25th from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  When they 
came in, the 40 visitors were invited to sign a large poster 
entitled, “In Gratitude for Our Friends & Colleagues” with 
their name and the number of years they have served in 
Ursuline ministry. Years of service ranged from 53 years 
to 1 month!  Lively conversation among the guests and 
Sisters enlivened the gatherings! 

UC Physician Assistants Program
On January 9, 2023, Ursuline College with 30 students 

from 500 applicants who came from California, Iowa, 
Texas, and Ohio began its first class of future health care 
professionals in the school’s new physician assistant (PA) 
program. “Physician assistants are licensed clinicians 
with master’s degrees who provide care to all ages in 
every medical specialty and setting.”  Dr. Ryan Adler 
and his team have been building the program for two 
years before the Accreditation Review Commission on 
Education for the Physician Assistant (ARC-PA) granted 
the program “Accreditation Provisional” status.

Ursuline College Celebrates the Feast of St. Angela 
The feast of St. Angela was celebrated on Thursday, 

January 26, 2023, as a “Gratitude Day” to all the faculty 
and staff from the administration.  President Sr. Christine 

Sister Virginia DeVinne 
and Mike Brown

De Vinne, the Vice-Presidents and the Athletic Director 
each provided a gift basket for a “free” raffle held that 
day.  The gift baskets were paired with a framed poster 
with a quotation from St. Angela designed by Sr. Donna 
Kristoff.  The seven winners selected their prizes when 
their names were emailed to campus – first come, first 
served!  
 
Ninety-first Day Outreach supports refugee 
resettlement

After hearing one of our Sisters speak about her 
engagement with local refugee families, a number of 
Sisters determined that they wanted to do something to 
help. 

From that simple exchange, the Ninety-first Day 
Outreach was born to address needs of refugees and 
migrants resettling in Northeast Ohio.  The group’s name 
derives from the point in time at which refugees must be 
self-sufficient. For the first three months — 90 days — they 
have agencies such as Catholic Charities to assist them. 
On the 91st day, they are officially on their own. With no 

Kathleen Flanagan, Susan Durkin, Susan Bremer, 
and Joan Peine

- continued on next page 
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Ursulines of Cleveland, continued

ongoing supports, they can find themselves scrambling 
for necessities like food, household items, information 
on employment and educational opportunities, and 
other services. Through the Ninety-First Day Outreach, 
the group engages in collecting funds, gift cards, and a 
variety of needed items.

The group established a newsletter in which they 
explained their idea and invited others to join them in 
the effort. From the very first collection to the present, 
the generosity and support of community members and 
co-workers, relatives, friends, and Sisters from other local 
congregations has been overwhelming. Thus far, Ninety-
first Day has collected more than $6,000 in cash and gift 
card donations, a truckload of home furnishings (sheets, 
towels, cleaning products, dishes, pots and pans, etc.), 
$1,100 worth of diapers and baby wipes, $600 in paper 
products, and a number of refurbished laptop computers. 

To date the group has utilized funds for “Humanitarian 
Parole” fees for an Afghan family seeking to relocate to 
the U.S., for a student visa for a Guatemalan teen studying 
at Beaumont School, and for Ukraine relief efforts. The 
group has established support networks with refugee 
outreach on the east and west sides of Cleveland and, 
most recently, has committed ongoing financial support 
to Cleveland Ursuline Juliana Beck who assists refugees 
through her work with the Catholic Worker in Akron.

There is still much to do, but all agree it has been 
gratifying to be part of something of such significance 
and to see the good that results when individuals work 
together. 

VASJ Hall of Fame Inductee
After serving as an elementary school teacher for 

Sister Susan Zion

over 20 years, Sister Susan 
Zion found a new calling 
to help HIV/AIDS patients.  
Since 2007, she has served as 
Executive Director of Ursuline 
Piazza, an organization she 
founded in Cleveland to 
address gaps in services for 
the HIV positive community.  
Sister Susan will be inducted 
into the Villa Angela  
St. Joseph Hall of Fame for 
2022 on April 22, 2023. 

Ursuline Sisters received a Re-Igniting Ministries post-
COVID 19 Grant from funds provided to the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) by the Hilton 
Foundation.  The intention of these funds was to provide 
resources to ministries that serve the most vulnerable 
and marginalized populations and ministries that have 
been impacted by these many months of COVID-19.  
The grant money has been used for several ministries 
including the St. Aloysius Preschool Program. 
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- continued on next page 

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Mimi Ballard 
has been organizing fiber arts classes for 26 years at Casa 
Ursulina, the Ursuline ministry in Chillán, Chile. And yet 
she never knows when she will be called to minister in a 
different way to people who come to her door.

When the Covid pandemic hit in March 
2020, Casa Ursulina had to adjust its mission 
to care for people who were hungry, 
and then offer a listening ear for those 
struggling with isolation. As 2023 began, 
Sister Mimi found herself immersed in 
helping an immigrant couple find their 
footing and reunite their family.

“It’s been the most lifegiving and most 
stressful thing in my life,” Sister Mimi said on 
Jan. 23, 2023, a week after she arrived back at 
Maple Mount for a two-month break. January and 
February are when children are out of school for summer 
in Chile.

“It’s interesting how the dynamic has changed,” Sister 
Mimi said. “When we began, we scheduled our classes 
around the school year so the mothers could come. Now 
we schedule around the school year because that’s when 
the grandmothers are free.”

As Sister Mimi prepares for the first “normal” year at 
Casa Ursulina since 2019, her heart is lighter knowing a 
Haitian refugee couple she has been helping are finally 
on the road to stability.

Prior to Covid, many Haitian refugees arrived in 
Chillán, and faced the first winter of their lives. Casa 
Ursulina helped these refugees with blankets and 
clothing, but the cold weather prompted many of them 
to move north, where it is warmer. 

In April 2022, a young Haitian couple approached 
Sister Mimi to help them learn Spanish. He was a lawyer 
in Haiti and his wife owned a store. They fled their 
homeland not because they were poor, but due to the 
rising violence. Haiti’s president was assassinated in 
2021, and gangs have resorted to violence to take control 
of the country.

Lawyers were told if they went to work, they’d be 
killed, Sister Mimi said. The gangs demanded protection 
money from retailers – like the old mafia days in America 
– and when the couple didn’t pay, the woman’s store was 
burned down. The couple left their baby with a relative 
and escaped to Chile via the Dominican Republic and 
Bolivia, but had to enter Chile illegally. 

They have been trying to follow the correct steps 
to become legal residents, but were given inaccurate 

Sister Mimi’s ministry continues to evolve at Casa Ursulina

information from an immigration official that stalled their 
progress. All this has prevented them with being reunited 
with their child, now 2. 

“They got into my heart,” Sister Mimi said. She 
began calling people she knew in the Chilean 

government, and finally in January 2023, 
progress began on fulfilling their legal status. 

The man worked in the fruit exporting 
business in Chile, but it was a bad year 
for fruit. He is now working on repairs at 
Casa Ursulina, which had been ignored 
during Covid, Sister Mimi said. His wife is 
learning how to crochet at Casa Ursulina.

“God is good,” Sister Mimi said. “They 
are faith-filled people. It’s taken my work in 

a different way, but it was well worth it. That’s 
our mission, to help people who need help.” 

Sister Mimi returns to Chillán in March to begin 
registration for classes, which begin March 20 and last 
until mid-December. 

Casa Ursulina reopened in March 2022, but Chile’s 
mask mandate was not lifted until September. Before 
Covid, there were usually 15 groups of women using the 
facility a week, Sister Mimi said. 

“We had enough room to host three groups at a 
time. But since Covid, they needed to spread out more, 
so we could only have one group at a time,” she said. “We 
ended up with seven groups of women, five days a week. 
Some meet in the morning, others in the afternoon.

“It was mostly women who had been to Casa Ursulina 
before, which was good,” Sister Mimi said. “Not all of my 
teachers could return, due to family situations. I think we 
will do better this March.”

Some of the classes beginning in March teach 
crochet, knitting, weaving, painting and sewing. There 
is an exercise program done in conjunction with the 
public health service. Another course is called Volunteer 
Workshop, in which participants take leftover clothing or 
material, cut out squares and make comforters. 

“We give them to people who are bedfast,” Sister 
Mimi said. Only a handful of women in the group do any 
sewing. 

“Some people may just take the buttons off of old 
shirts. They just want to have a group to talk to,” Sister 
Mimi said. There is also a prayer group for Ursuline 
Associates, but everyone is invited, she said. Afterward, 
they have tea.
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Sister Mimi is excited about some of the new classes 
being taught this year. 

“A lady is teaching a class on turning garbage into 
beautiful, useful things for your home. We also have a 
yoga class.”

The biggest classes will have 15 women. For sewing 
classes, which need more room to spread out, only seven 
or eight women can participate. Weavers or spinners can 
handle 12 to 15. 

There are no longer external markets to sell the craft 
items that the women of Casa Ursulina make, but for 
those who want to sell, there are local craft fairs organized 
by the government. Some of the women have learned to 
sell their items online, Sister Mimi said.

“Not everyone wants to sell, it’s more for their mental 
health,” Sister Mimi said. The easing of Covid restrictions 
has helped a lot with the emotional difficulties many 
people suffered due to the isolation, she said.

“Some people died of Covid without ever having 
Covid,” Sister Mimi said. “They were depressed, they 
couldn’t handle the change in lifestyle.” 

While the Chilean government did well in protecting 
people from Covid, some of the policies were still harmful, 
she said. One rule prohibited people older than 75 from 
leaving their yard.

Sister Mimi's Ministry, continued

“You can’t tell older people not to move for two 
years,” she said.

Another change affecting Casa Ursulina is the rising 
crime rate in Chillán since Covid began. 

“There is so much drug using and trafficking, there 
has been an increase in purse snatching, or breaking into 
homes to steal what’s easily sellable,” Sister Mimi said. 
“Now, public transportation won’t come into the area 
after dark.”

Catechetical meetings at the nearby parish have 
always been held at night, after people get off work about 
7 p.m., Sister Mimi said. 

“We’ve always had our coordinators meeting at night, 
but now we don’t do that anymore,” she said. “I don’t see 
a plan to change. There are no programs for addicts to 
get any help.”

Sister Mimi is now in her 56th year as a Sister and her 
33rd consecutive year serving in Chile, with the last 26 
as director of Casa Ursulina. The ministry is now set up 
independently from the Ursuline Sisters, with a board of 
directors. Still, Sister Mimi looks forward to beginning a 
new year of classes soon.

“I’m not ready to throw in the towel just yet.”

News from the Ursulines of Chatham

The Ursulines of 
Chatham, the Companions 
of Angela Merici and 
the Ursuline staff were 
delighted to be able to 
gather in person for 
the Feast of St. Angela 
this year.  There was 
time to pray, visit and 
share coffee and pastries 
together.  Zoom has kept us 
connected but in person is 
so much better. 
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The Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph were invited 
to a Catholic church in Meade County, Ky., which is preserving 
its history with a new Family Life Center – which includes five 
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph who came from the 
parish.

The original St. Theresa Church in Rhodelia, Ky., was built 
in 1818, and its school began in 1866. On Oct. 15, 2022, the 
parish celebrated the blessing of its Family Life Center, which 
will serve to share the long history with future generations. 
Ursuline Sisters Suzanne Sims, Ann Patrice Cecil and George 
Mary Hagan represented the Ursuline Sisters.

The Sisters of Charity ran St. Theresa School from 1870-
2002, a total of 122 years. The center honors all the sons and 
daughters of the parish who became religious sisters, religious 
brothers or priests, as well as their ancestors in faith. There 
was no Catholic high school in Rhodelia, so some of students 
attended St. Romuald High School in Hardinsburg, Ky., where 
they met the Ursuline Sisters.

The five members of the parish who became Ursulines of Mount 
Saint Joseph were Sister Mary Amadeus 
Pike, Sister Geraldine Jarboe, Sister 
Elizabeth Ann Ray, Sister Ruth Helen 
Flaherty, and Sister Marita Greenwell.

Two priests who came from the 
parish – Father Ron Knott and Father 
Bob Ray – spearheaded the project. 
Father Ray is the nephew of Sister 
Elizabeth Ann Ray. He came to Maple 
Mount to do research work in the 
Archives for this center.

New Kentucky Family Life Center Honors Religious

Archbishop Shelton Fabre of the Archdiocese 
of Louisville, right, helps hold the ribbon 

as Father George Illikkal, Father Ron Knott 
and Sister of Charity David Clare Reasbeck 

prepare to cut the ribbon on the new Family 
Life Center in Rhodelia, Ky., on Oct. 15, 2022. 

Sister David Clare served at St. Theresa for 
many years. In the background at left is 

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Ann 
Patrice Cecil.

The three Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph in 
attendance at the Rhodelia church celebration were, 
from left, Sister George Mary Hagan, Sister Ann 
Patrice Cecil and Sister Suzanne Sims.

Celebrating a Centenarian

Sister Nancy Liddy gives Sister Marie a hug. Sister Nancy said later that 
whenever she asked Sister Marie how she was doing, she replied, “Fit as a 
fiddle with one string broken.”

On Jan. 27, Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Marie Montgomery celebrated her 
100th birthday with a party in the Rainbow Room at Saint Joseph Villa, Maple Mount, Ky. 
Sister Marie is the oldest Sister in the community, and has been an Ursuline for 79 years. 
She was a teacher for most of those years, with a few years in Kentucky and Missouri, 

but mostly in her beloved New Mexico for 40 years. Some of her 
family joined in the festivities, and Bishop William Medley of the 
Diocese of Owensboro blessed her after Mass. The Sisters were also 
celebrating the feast of the Ursuline founder, Saint Angela Merici. 
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Ursulines of the Eastern Province, continued

Years in the making, the first transfer of Central 
Province community archives to Boston College occurred 
in mid-August, with Sister Thomas More Daly, archivist, 
and Sister Sue Anne Cole, assistant archivist, directing the 
effort.

The Ursulines’ Central Province archives had been 
housed in St. Louis with the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart’s North American archives for more than 20 years, 
but there was no longer adequate space for storage and 
personnel needs, says Sister Peggy, the leadership team 
member working with the archivists on the project. 
“When Central Province communities have closed, their 
archives have all come here.”

The idea to send off the Ursuline Central Province 
archives emerged at a conference for religious archivists, 
religious leaders and researchers hosted by Boston 
College in 2018. “We considered other sites, but Boston 
College’s offer to maintain the Ursuline archives on a 
permanent loan basis at no cost to us was very attractive,” 
Sister Peggy says. “We know that they recognize the 
importance and contributions of Catholic Sisters in the 
United States and will make our archives available to 
researchers.”

Since the legal agreement between the Central 
Province, the Ursulines’ General Council in Rome and 
Boston College was signed this spring, Sisters Thomas 
More and Sue Anne have been finalizing preparations. 
Going in alphabetical order by city, the archives for the 
Ursuline communities in Alton, Illinois; Arcadia, Missouri; 
and Bryan, Texas, were in the first batch to be packaged 

Central Province archives going to Boston College

and transported via a U-Haul van. Making the more than 
1,200-mile trip to Boston with the archivists were Sister 
Thomas More’s sister, Buzzy McDermott, and her friend, 
Barbara Walz. 

In all, 197 boxes—some over three feet long and four 
feet wide—were packed into the van. The Alton convent 
bell and an elegant, almost life-size tapestry of George 
Washington crafted by a student of Alton’s Ursuline 
Academy in the 1800s also had to fit in the van, Sister Sue 
Anne says.

Upon their arrival at Boston College, the group was 
greeted by Michael Burns, archives special assistant for 
Jesuit and Catholic Collections at Boston College’s John 
J. Burns Library, and David Horn, a retired Boston College 
archivist helping with the collections. The now group of 
six spent six hours shelving the collection in an area that 
had been designated specifically for the Ursulines. The 
head of the Boston College library system was pleased to 
see how well organized the Ursuline archives were, Sister 
Thomas More says, with the Excel accessioning system 
she developed receiving high praise.

“We are confident Boston College’s religious collection 
will continue to be viable due to the commitment of the 
Jesuit president, Father William Leahy,” Sister Peggy says. 
“The collection is housed in a renovated section of the 
theology building for now, but the university anticipates 
erecting a separate building that will become part of the 
Boston College library system.”

Sisters Thomas More and Sue Anne are now busy 
preparing the Dallas collection for transfer, but likely will 
not personally deliver them. “We wanted to go on the 
first trip to see how and where our collections would be 
housed,” Sister Thomas More says. “I’m confident they 
are in good hands.” 

The university has acquired archives from other 
congregations, Sister Peggy says, and it is anticipated the 
addition of the Ursuline archives will encourage more 
congregations to follow suit. “Ours is a very significant 
religious collection due to the long history of the Ursulines 
in the United States—dating back to 1727. The historical 
importance of the archives of religious communities in 
the United States cannot be overstated. The collection at 
Boston College will have a huge appeal to researchers.”  

Archivists Sister Thomas More Daly, Michael Burns, David 
Horn, and Sister Sue Anne Cole are pleased to see their 
hard work come to fruition with the first installment of the 
Ursuline collection at Boston College.
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From the Ursulines of Prelate

Will That Be in Person or Via Zoom? 
After an all too long time, in person meetings are, 

once again, getting to be more normal. For the Ursulines 
it began with an assembly in October. Sr. Anne Lewans, 
Congregational Leader, started with a report of the 
happenings of the last six months. This was followed 
by a discussion about the future of leadership in this 
community. The group arrived at a unanimous decision 
to support the present team in continuing, since they are 
willing to serve the community as they have been.

In November, the community met with Joanne Yelle 
Whetherall, Executive Director of Canadian Religious 
Stewardship - CRS. Joanne shared stories of various 
communities under the auspices of CRS to show what 
is possible and that solutions are tailored to the need 
of each particular community. For the Ursulines, at this 
time, the need is for a care companion who would take 
some of the load off the leadership team.

Also in November, on the 25th, the Ursulines of 
Prelate, together with the Ursulines of Bruno, celebrated 
foundation day, this time, via Zoom. A 30-minute video 
was shown which summarized the six stations of the 
Convocation pilgrimage. Sisters who took part in the 
pilgrimage were invited to share what had particularly 
touched them.

Early in December, Sr. Berna-
dette Feist received the Queen 
Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal 
for her work with the indigenous 
peoples of the Regina Archdio-
cese. Altogether, Sr. Bernadette 
has worked among the indigenous 
for 52 years.

On December 18th, Sr. Brigitta 
Haag celebrated her 104th birthday. 

She does not look 104 and 
still “motors” around the 
residence with her walker, 
faster than some much 
younger people.

On January 10th, Tracy 
Marple became the first care 
companion hired through 
the combined efforts 
of CRS and the Ursuline 
community. Her role will 
be to support the Sisters in 
various endeavors, including 
getting to appointments, companioning, moving, hospital 
and other visits, etc.

On January 27th, the Ursulines celebrated in person 
the Feast of St. Angela. Most of the local Ursulines joined 
the residents at St. Angela Merici Residence for Mass, at 
which time all the Sisters present, renewed their vows. 
Then all stayed for lunch, which was a real treat after 
three years of long-distance celebrations.

On February 8th, the Sisters met once again with 
Joanne Yelle Whetherall. Joanne continued to share 
stories from other congregations, who are also working 
with CRS. Not only did these stories give some insight 
into what other congregations are facing and how they 
are dealing with issues, but also made it clear that we 
cannot wait for a crisis before acting.

Small group discussions centered around what we 
take for granted, how we express gratitude, what we 
see as our mission personally and communally, and our 
missions as we move forward as a community.  

Elena (left), 
a member of 
the Company 
of St. Ursula, 
helped staff the 
booth of the US 
Conference of 
Secular Institutes 
at the SEEK23 
Conference for 
young adult 
Catholics. 
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The Sisters of the Western Province developed an exciting partnership with our Ursuline Sisters in Cameroon.  
The Group Ste Angela D’Afrique has assumed the operation of the school “St. Angela’s Bamyanga, Ngaoundere.”  
The school has an enrollment of approximately 714 students.  There is a Kindergarten (3 classes with boys and girls) 
and an Elementary school (12 classes with girls only). The school opened in 1993 as there was a need to promote 
education for girls.  Ngaoundere has a majority of Muslims who in general focus on the education of their sons rather 
than their daughters.  In the future the elementary school may also be open to boys but there would always be a 
primary focus to enroll girls.

We, in turn, have agreed to offer them a donation on a yearly basis for five years.  It has been a good experience 
for both of us.  We are learning more about the Sisters and the school. (Enjoy the enclosed photos of the school and 
children.) The school is benefiting by being able to pay salaries, repair equipment, build  needed classrooms, renew 
old and broken tables and benches, plus many other projects.

We find it exciting that we are able to collaborate with other Ursulines outside of the USA.  It is a win-win all the 
way around. 

Collaborating With Ursulines Of The Western Province In USA and 
The Group Ste Angela D’afrique In Cameroon

"We find it exciting 
that we are able 
to collaborate with 
other Ursulines 
outside of the USA.  
It is a win-win all 
the way around."

The more you are unified, the more Jesus Christ will be 
in your midst. 

St. Angela Merici, 10th Legacy
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Ursulines of the Eastern Province

We welcome Veronica Hinds as our new Province Director 
of Development. Along with her expertise, Veronica brings 
years of working as a manager and director of development 
for non-profit organizations. We welcome Veronica to the staff 
and look forward to working with her in the years ahead.

On January 6th Mary Sullivan celebrated her 60th 
Anniversary of Religious Profession! We rejoice with her for 
all these years of grace and faithfulness! We wish her many 
blessings in the years ahead.

During Catholic Schools Week, Sisters Brenda Buckley 
and Pat Schifini visited John Cardinal O’Connor School to 
participate in World Reading Day and learn about guided 
meditation and breathing. The students were delightful and engaged 
in each activity. We are grateful for and pray for all Catholic School 
educators, administrators, and staff members. Blessings on all you do 
and are.

                                         

Sister Mary SullivanVeronica Hinds

Dan Heckel, the author of “Hope & Firm Faith: The Story of 
the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph,” gave a presentation 
highlighting the book on Jan. 21 at the Daviess County Public 
Library, Owensboro, Ky. When this photo was taken, he was 
talking about schools the Ursuline Sisters opened in Owensboro 
in the 1950s. On the screen are the first six Sisters to serve at 
St. Pius the Tenth School in 1958. “Hope & Firm Faith,” which 
was published in 2021, tells the history of the Ursuline Sisters 
from their beginnings in 1874 until now. Heckel is an Ursuline 
Associate and has served as director of Mission Advancement/
Communications for the Ursuline Sisters in Maple Mount since 
2007. If you would like to order a copy of the book, mail $37.10 
(plus $10 if you need it shipped) to Book Order, 8001 Cummings 
Road, Maple Mount, KY 42356. Indicate if you would like the 
book signed by the author. Or you can order online at this 
link:  https://ursulinesmsj.org/hope-and-firm-faith-book/

Author of Ursuline history book 
gives talk at library

Sisters Brenda Buckley and Pat Schifini visited John Cardinal 
O’Connor School to participate in World Reading Day.
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Sister Irene Schnell (Chatham)
Sister Loretta Ducharme (Chatham) 

Sister Helen Marie Davidson (Cleveland)
Sister Miriam Fidelis Pinchot (Cleveland)

Sister Roberta Goebel (Cleveland)
Sister Mercia Madigan (Cleveland) 

Sister Rita Kuhn (Cleveland)
Sister Geraldine Kennedy (Eastern Province)

Sister Ellie Shea (Eastern Province)
Sister Maria Goretti Lovett (Louisville) 
Sister Mary Lee Hansen (Louisville) 

Sister Clarence Marie Luckett (Maple Mount)
Sister Mary Ellen Theriault (Tildonk)

Celebrating 
with our Jubilarians

80 Years
Sister Naomi Aull (Maple Mount)

Sister Marie Bosco Wathen (Maple Mount)

75 Years
Sister Patricia Dippel (Cleveland)

Sister Luisa Bickett (Maple Mount)
Sister Clarita Browning (Maple Mount)

Sister Grace Swift (Maple Mount)

70 Years
Sister Margaret Mary Cain (Central Province)

Sister Theresa Pelletier (Central Province)
Sister Janet Moore (Cleveland)

Sister Margaret Ann Aull (Maple Mount)
Sister Catherine Barber (Maple Mount)

Sister Paul Marie Greenwell (Maple Mount)
Sister Mary Gerald Payne (Maple Mount)

Sister Mary Agnes VonderHaar (Maple Mount)

65 Years
Sister Glenda Bourgeois (Central Province)

Sister Julia Genetti (Central Province)
Sister Mary Frances Judge (Central Province)

Sister Pauline Lorch (Central Province)
Sister Madonna O’Hara (Central Province)

60 Years
Sister Lois Castillon (Central Province)

Sister Jill Jaeb (Central Province)
Sister Angela Krippendorf (Central Province)

Sister Karen Schwane (Central Province) 
Sister Etienne Balek (Cleveland)

           Sister Linda Martin (Cleveland)
           Sister Mary Jean Raymond (Cleveland)

Sister Mary Sullivan (Eastern Province)
Sister Kathleen Dueber (Maple Mount)
Sister Patricia Rhoten (Maple Mount)

Sister Mary Celine Weidenbenner (Maple Mount)

50 Years
Sister Cynthia Glavac (Cleveland)

Sister Kathryn Mary O’Brien (Cleveland) 
Sister Jacinta Powers (Maple Mount)

NAULC Convergence
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Deadline for the Summer 2023 issue of 
NAULC Convergence is  June 1, 2023. 

Please send stories and photos 
to Michelle Scazzero at 

mscazzero@ursulinecenter.org.

Charity directs everything 
to the honor of God.

St. Angela Merici, 2nd Counsel


