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St. Angela’s life now feels more real to the pilgrims of the Company 
of St. Ursula, Group of the USA, who visited Italy in July.  

Re-tracing her footsteps erased the centuries as we climbed the 
Via Castello to her birthplace in Desenzano and felt at home in the 
farmhouse where she grew up at Le Grezze. Her spirit touched us in 
her bedroom in Brescia and in churches where she had prayed. 

These treasured places fostered our understanding of her spiritual 
legacy to us. Close to nature on the farm, she grew contemplative. In 
Salò we could sense the dislocation that she felt on leaving the farm, 
an experience calling forth her trust in God, as our travels called forth 
ours. Christ crucified was the central image in church after church 
in Brescia. Brescia’s urban environment held a new world of human 
needs, and her motherly heart responded. 

Absorbing Angela’s world deepened our sense of 
call to be a Gospel presence in our own.

The climax occurred when Elena renewed her 
temporary consecration and we all renewed our 
commitment to God before St. Angela’s mortal remains 
in the Sanctuary dedicated to her. 

Sensing our place in her global family was another 
blessing. We stayed with Ursuline Sisters of San Carlo 
and with the Company of Brescia. Roman Union 
Sisters welcomed us at Le Grezze. Surprise encounters 
connected us with Sr. Armida from England and Sr. 
Theresia from Kenya, whom Mary-Cabrini knew, 
and Sr. Rosario from Mexico, whom we had met at a 
Convocation.

Graces also flowed from our companionship on the 
journey, including its trials (104 degrees Fahrenheit!), 
fun and nightly reflection and prayer.  

Regrettably, one member could not travel. We kept 
in touch with her and with our leaders in Quebec.

Two of our pilgrims commented, 
“I understand my own vocation better.”
“I praise the Lord for this pilgrimage!” 

Company of St. Ursula on Pilgrimage

With St. Ursula and Companions 
in the Church of St. Clement, 

Brescia

Celebrating renewed commitments with St. Angela

With Angela the Pilgrim in 
Desenzano
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Ursulines of Cincinnati

In 2001, Virginia Noll, a 1929 graduate of Saint Ursula 
Academy, left a bequest in her will to the Ursuline Sisters 
of Cincinnati. Virginia never married and worked in the 
business world her entire life. She faithfully donated 
$25 a year to the Sisters in appreciation for the 
education she received from those who taught 
her. 

Sr. Elizabeth Lang, superior at the 
time of the bequest, told the community 
about the gift. We voted unanimously to use 
the $100,000 to help other women in need 
in honor of Virginia. That was the birth of the 
Virginia Noll Starfish Project. We gathered a group of 
our graduates together to brainstorm how to distribute 
the funds and decided to focus on women who were 
experiencing a crisis in their lives, who had no other 
social service net, and could turn the corner on the crisis 
with a grant of $1,000 to $2,000. An alternative to 
the grant could be volunteer services, such as legal 
or housing assistance or financial planning. We knew 
we could not open the application process to the 
general public. Instead, we decided to do it by word 
of mouth with grantees to be recommended by 
colleagues and friends of the Sisters helping in our 
various ministries.

The name Starfish came from a children’s story. 
A man walking along a beach with hundreds of 
stranded starfish came across a young girl gently 
placing one starfish at a time back into the ocean. 
He said to her, “There are too many! How can you 
possibly make a difference?”  

She looked at him, bent down to put another 
starfish safely in the cool water, and said, “It made a 
difference to that one.”

In the last six months: 

*Starfish helped a woman with a dependent 
child get into a new apartment. She was forced 
to leave the apartment she had lived in for years 
because of rent increases by a new landlord.

*Another young woman was in a custody dispute 
with an unreliable spouse. Due to attorney fees, she 
needed help with living expenses. 

A gift that keeps paying it forward
By Sr. Mary Jerome Buchert, OSU

*A tornado in the Greater Cincinnati area badly 
damaged the trailer of a family whose young daughter 
suffers from serious medical issues. A Starfish grant 
helped with the restoration of the trailer.

*A working mother, responsible for the 
care of two disabled sons, experienced a crisis 

when a storm caused a tree to fall and badly 
damage the roof of their home. Insurance paid 

for the roof, but not the removal of two badly 
damaged trees.

All of Virginia Noll’s generous gift will eventually 
be given away. What will remain for all eternity will be 
numerous acts of kindness and generosity that “made a 
difference in the life of that one.”

RETREAT LEADER: Ursuline Sister Cheryl Clemons, 
Ph.D., has been offering retreats, parish missions, and 
RCIA programs for over 25 years. With extensive training 
in theology, Scripture, spirituality, and spiritual direction, 
she brings to her retreats a deep love for and study of  
prayer and spirituality.

8001 Cummings Road, Maple Mount, KY (near Owensboro)

The three-year national focus on Reviving Catholic Eucharistic 
Devotion has begun. Prepare for Christmas by taking “time apart” to 
reflect on how the Eucharist continues the mystery of  the Incarnation. 
Each preparation for Mass and Communion is a kind of  “mini-
Advent” for welcoming God-among-us. Various saints in Catholic 
history been particularly devoted to the Eucharist. Retreatants will be 
offered insights from some of  these saints and can share their own 
experiences of  spiritual preparation. The $45 fee includes lunch. To 
register: 270-229-2006, email cheryl.clemons@maplemount.org or 
online: ursulinesmsj.org/the-eucharist-continues-the-incarnation

THE EUCHARIST CONTINUES 
THE INCARNATION

 
Advent Retreat Day 

Saturday, Dec. 3
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. CT 

Mount Saint Joseph Auditorium
• First Sunday of Advent Mass immediately following retreat 
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2022 Ursuline Convocation: Breaking Barriers
Ursuline Convocation 2022 has been an unique opportunity for 

the family of Angela to surmount barriers which in the past have kept 
us from connecting. The move to a virtual experience allowed us to 
reach out to our long-time partners in Peru with an invitation to be 
part of the experience. From Chiclayo, Peru, members of The Lay 
Community - St. Angela, Center Esperanza and Center St. Angela were 
filled with excitement and gratitude to join in the global pilgrimage 
with all those who have been touched by Angela Merici. The call to be 
“Challenged and Changed” resonated deeply with the communities 
in Peru as they struggle daily to address relentless societal upheaval. 
Both participation in the convocation and the promise of ongoing 
connectedness are gifts which will sustain and strengthen our mutual 
solidarity.

Yolanda Diaz is the coordinator of The Lay 
Community - St. Angela in Chiclayo. She is 

sharing some news with Sue Scharfenberger, 
OSU [Callao, Peru] during the convocation.

From the Ursulines of Chatham: 

After five years in the making, “Hope and Firm Faith: The Story of the 
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph,” is available for purchase. 

This book brings to life the amazing women who have served God’s 
people since arriving at Maple Mount, Ky., in 1874. Readers will learn 
how the Ursuline Sisters operated Mount Saint Joseph Academy for more 
than 100 years, and also opened Brescia College – now University – in 
Owensboro. The Ursuline Sisters opened countless elementary and high 
schools in Kentucky and as far away as New Mexico. 

This 650-page book chronicles how the Ursuline Sisters evolved with 
the world around them and within the Catholic Church. Their story is told 
through the words of the Sisters who lived during each decade, thanks to the 
research in the extensive archival records at Maple Mount and elsewhere.

The story of the Ursuline Sisters continues to unfold today, as they adapt 
to the signs of the times. The Sisters continue to minister in six states and 
in Chile, South America, while still calling the rural community of Maple 
Mount home.

The author is Dan Heckel, who also serves as director of Mission 
Advancement and Communications for the Ursuline Sisters. 

To purchase a copy of the book, visit www.ursulinesmsj.org/hope-and-
firm-faith-book. The cost is $37.10 ($35 for the book, $2.10 for sales tax.) 
If the book needs to be shipped, add $10. 

For questions, contact Dan Heckel at dan.heckel@maplemount.org, or 
270-229-2007.

History of Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph is available

Ursuline Associate Dan Heckel 
holds a copy of the new "Hope 
and Firm Faith"  history book he 
wrote that features many interesting 
stories about the Ursuline Sisters of 
Mount Saint Joseph. He is standing 
in front of the original 1874 
building where the first Ursuline 
Sisters taught at their Academy.
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Ursuline legacy in Paola is being remembered by two agencies

The Ursuline Sisters were a constant presence in the 
small town of Paola, Kan., for more than 100 years. Two 
agencies serving people in Paola 
plan to make sure the Sisters are 
never forgotten.

Ursuline Sisters first arrived 
in Paola in 1895, after separating 
from the Ursulines of Louisville. 
They established a reputation 
as wonderful teachers in the 
Kansas City area, and were key 
members of the community. The 
Ursulines of Paola merged with 
the Ursulines of Mount Saint 
Joseph in 2008, and the following 
year many of the Sisters at the 
convent on Miami Street moved 
to Maple Mount.

One of the lasting legacies 
of the Ursulines of Paola was 
the creation of the Lakemary 
Center in 1969, to serve the 
growing number of special needs 
children. In the 1970s, service to 
adults were added, and today 
it continues to serve children 
and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

“There were at least 50 
Ursulines who volunteered or 
worked at Lakemary,” Sister Pat 
Lynch said. She served 13 years 
at Lakemary, first as a speech 
pathologist and then as education coordinator. She 
served on the board of Lakemary until 2016, when she 
moved to Maple Mount to serve her six-year term as 
assistant congregational leader for the Ursuline Sisters. 

In its early days, when Lakemary struggled to 
financially survive, the Ursuline Sisters who served there 
returned their paychecks to Lakemary to help pay the 
bills. Sister Pat said the creation and support of Lakemary 
was what Saint Angela Merici meant when she told her 
Ursuline daughters to respond to the signs of the times.

“It has mushroomed into a wonderful program,” 
Sister Pat said. “It serves over 600 people at locations in 
Paola and Olathe.”

Now the current leadership of Lakemary wants to 
give back. The lake on the property has been filled and 

graded. Grass seed will be planted this fall to develop the 
Ursuline Legacy Park, complete with walking trails and 

benches.
In the Lakemary Impact 

Report from June 2022, Kirk 
Davis, president and chief 
executive officer of Lakemary, 
said First Option Bank in Paola 
made a major gift to support the 
Ursuline Legacy Park. 

“The lake didn’t meet our 
needs anymore and it covered 
several acres on our beautiful 
campus,” Davis said in an email. 
“Out by the lake stands one of 
the oldest trees in the city of 
Paola and in the past few years 
this majestic tree has come back 
to life, after disease and storm 
damage. Repurposing these 
acres and providing a beautiful 
green space for our children, 
adults and Lakemary staff 
seemed like a natural fit.”

The property at Lakemary is 
sacred ground donated by the 
Ursuline Sisters, so it seemed 
fitting to honor them with the 
park, Davis said. 

“The Sisters were and still 
are the heart of Lakemary,” 
Davis said. “The park will honor 
the Sisters with plaques on the 

park benches, and limestone plaques along the trail will 
highlight the significant dates/events of how Lakemary 
came to be. An original gate post still stands on the 
property and will continue to be a gentle reminder that 
the Ursuline Sisters of Paola were the gatekeepers of this 
amazing place so many call home today.”

The Ursuline Legacy Park will be the first thing visitors 
see as they drive up the treelined drive or while driving 
past the Lakemary campus. 

“The grounds will be filled with native trees, shrubs, 
and wildflower meadows, and while they may have 
replaced our beautiful lake, we are excited and honored 
to share and tell the beautiful story of Lakemary,” Davis 
said. 

Paola, Kansas, Mayor Leigh House welcomes 
visitors to the Arista Recovery ribbon cutting on 
Aug. 31, 2022. This was the former location of the 
Motherhouse of the Ursuline Sisters of Paola, who 
merged with the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint 
Joseph in 2008. Photo by Sister Pat Lynch.

- continued on next page
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“We worked with the new owners of the 
convent and were able to get a few pieces of 
memorabilia that we will have on display at 
Lakemary,” Davis said in the impact report. 
“The artifacts and park will be a wonderful 
way to continue to honor the history of our 
organization and the Ursuline Sisters.”

The Ursuline Legacy Park is expected to 
be completed by fall of 2023. 

Not far from Lakemary, the former 
Ursuline convent was sold in 2019, and then 
sold again in 2021 to GMF Capital, which 
renovated the property for Arista Recovery, 
a drug rehabilitation center. As reported in 
the Miami County Republic on June 8, 2022, 
Arista officials are working to preserve as 
much Ursuline history in the building as 
possible.

Marisa Garrett, a behavioral health 
technician for Arista Recovery, is serving as 
resident historian throughout the process. 
She said a wing of the Arista Recovery facility 
is dedicated to the Ursulines and the history 
of the building.

“We love and appreciate and want to know 
that history,” Garrett told the newspaper.

Arista officials held a special event on 
June 4, 2022, before the facility started 
taking clients. Ursuline Associates along 
with Ursuline Sisters Angela Fitzpatrick and 
Michele Morek were invited to visit the 
campus and held a prayer service in the 
cemetery. 

Sister Angela said the visit was touching. 
Her knowledge of the former convent was 
helpful to the Arista staff, who asked her 
many questions about its history.

“I’m so glad it’s going to have life again,” 
Sister Angela told the newspaper.

Sisters and Associates were invited to the 
ribbon cutting for Arista Recovery on Aug. 31, 
2022.

Ursuline legacy in Paola, continued

The Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph installed their 
new Leadership Council during Mass in the Motherhouse 
Chapel on July 17. Bishop William Medley was the celebrant 
for the day.

Sister Sharon Sullivan was installed as congregational 
leader, and Sister Martha Keller as assistant congregational 
leader. The two councilors are Sister Monica Seaton and 
Sister Ann McGrew. The Council will serve for four years.

Ursulines of Maple Mount 
leadership installed

Bishop William Medley leads the outgoing and incoming 
Councils in prayer before the ceremony began. At right is 
Sister Helena Fischer, the first lector.

After Sister Marilyn Mueth carried in the processional cross, 
the incoming Council processed in, while the congregation 
sang “For the Faithful Who Have Answered.” From left are 
Sister Ann McGrew, Sister Martha Keller and Sister Monica 
Seaton.
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Ursulines of Brown County

Cleveland Ursulines Networking

- continued on next page

Archives Collaborative celebrates past, inspires future
A part of each congregation’s legacy planning is the 

rich resource of its congregational archives.  Archives 
serve not only as a living witness to our service, but 
also as an inspiration to future generations to promote 
charism and further the mission of service.  Management 
of such collections can prove burdensome and expensive, 
particularly as congregations age and memberships 
decline.

In an effort to respond to these concerns and to ensure 
that such priceless resources are preserved, the Women 
Religious Archives Collaborative Center was proposed 
as a permanent repository for the archives of Women 
Religious in Ohio and surrounding regions.  It will also 
serve as a dynamic space open to the public for research 
and programming, utilizing carefully constructed and 
monitored oversight guidelines.

Under the direction of our 
Susan Durkin, the project was 
unveiled in the Spring of 2020.  
Thus far, 12 congregations in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky have 
committed to the collaborative, 
with a standing invitation to other 
congregations to join.  There 
is no geographic limitation or 
requirement for participation.  The 
Center, to be located at a still to be 
determined site in Northeastern 
Ohio, will be networked with similar centers around the 
country.

The Women Religious Archives Collaborative was 
officially incorporated in the State of Ohio in July, with 

three Ursulines serving in key 
roles.  Jean Anne Zappa of 
Louisville was elected President 
of the Board of Directors; Joanne 
Gross of Cleveland was elected 
Secretary, and Susan Durkin 
of Cleveland was appointed 
Executive Director. 

Congregations are welcome 
to participate based on their 
unique needs.  Some may need 

this space to house their total collection, others may 
already have permanently housed collections or plans 
toward that end but could contribute or loan pieces of 
their collection to highlight their unique contributions in 
ministry and service.

Sister Susan Durkin

Sister Joanne Gross

This joint undertaking will honor accomplishments of 
Women Religious while also inspiring future generations 
to think, dream and serve in response to the needs 
and challenges of their time.  The center will be one of 
many linked together under a “virtual roof” as part of a 
network across the United States with links to colleges, 
universities, libraries, and museums. 

Annual Assembly                                                                 
From July 9-11, the 

Cleveland Ursulines 
Annual Assembly was 
held at Merici Crossings 
featuring the keynote 
speaker, Father Diarmuid 
O’Murchu and Sister Kate 
Duval, SSND as facilitator.  
The Sisters of Charity of 
St. Augustine joined us 
for the weekend.  We 
were invited to stretch 
our levels of awareness 
in relation to adult faith, religious life in the 21st century, 
the meaning and relevance of the vows, and the future 
of the Church, with the outcome being to deepen 
our own creative engagement in their evolution. The 
Assembly was meant to enrich and deepen our living 
of our 2020 Chapter commitments and assess how 
we  Ursulines are living them as we prepare for our 
2024 Chapter.  At the opening session on Friday, Father 
O’Murchu began by inviting us to a critical shift in our 
thinking about the “Kingdom of God” from an imperial 
Judeo-Christian paradigm centered in the power of God 
over all his creation to one informed by a more accurate 
understanding of the Scriptures that conveys the mission 
of Christ as empowerment and liberation.   This shift 
invites us into relationships of mutual empowerment 
inclusive of not only the diversity of all human beings, but 
also the Earth with all its creatures intrinsically related as 
companions in a community of life.           

The new reality was developed on Saturday with 
Century & Vows.  After reviewing the six historical cycles 
of religious life in the light of the Paschal Journey, Father 
O’Murchu offered an envisioning of the vows in the light 
of the needs of our world today, suggesting that the vow 
of poverty be related to sustainability and the critical 
relationship to conditions in our world, crying out for 

Rev. Diarmuid O'Murchu
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Cleveland Ursulines Networking, continued

attention.  He offered that the vow of obedience might 
have profound meaning if associated with a call to build 
communities of mutual empowerment and collaboration.  
Celibacy as a vow was envisioned by shifting its focus 
from distraction from a life of dedication to God to an 
affirmation of the sacredness of our embodiment and 
as an essential condition for manifesting the divine in 
and through right relationship and reverence for all 
creation.  Father O’Murchu suggested that the gift of the 
fourth vow of education is in its legacy of empowerment, 
aligned with the primary calling of Christians to create 
communities that liberate and empower.

Rediscovering Religious Life’s Charism in the 21st 
Century was the focus of the last day.  Father O’Murchu 
emphasized that Charism is a living energy, embodied 
primarily in living people.  The charism is expressed in the 
creative response to the signs of the times.  He reminded 
us of the paschal cycles in all nature and cautioned us 
not to consider our congregation or any congregation 
or system to be immortal, but rather to be faithful to “a 
global, trans-historical, and trans-cultural movement of 
the Spirit.”  We concluded the weekend with reflection on 
the “shifts in the level of awareness” that had occurred 
for each of us and the possible “new reality” these shifts 
might “attract,” as Gaston Saint Pierre suggests.  We left 
feeling stretched, inspired, encouraged, and re-energized 
in our commitment to be open and engaged in the 
creative work of our own evolution as religious women 

in the 21st century.   
Our Ursuline Social Justice Group encouraged us to 

attend “Our Common Home in Peril: Gathering for a Just 
and Sacred Future,” held from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM 
on Saturday, September 17th at Magnificat High School 
in Rocky River, Ohio. This was a day of connection and 
conversation with organizations committed to building 
a more sustainable future guided by the goals of the 
Laudato Si’ Action Platform.  The entire day was free 
and open to everyone regardless of faith community or 
background and sponsored by the Cleveland Diocesan 
area Conference of Religious Leadership (CORL)’s Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation Subcommittee and 
Diocesan Social Action Group. 

LCWR Meeting
Our President Sister Ritamary 

Welsh and Sister Laura Bregar, 
a member of our Cleveland 
Leadership team, attended the 
LCWR meeting in St. Louis, Missouri 
from August 9-12.  Sister Laura was 
elected to the LCWR National Board 
for a two-year term with three 
other new members from various 
congregations. Sister Laura Bregar

The Ursuline Sisters of the Roman Union have begun a multi-year process of rewriting their Constitutions, 
and Central Province Sister Jean Hopman has been asked to be one of two writers to assist the Constitution 
Commission. The writers met with the Commission in Rome in July. The group represents a broad section of 
the Roman Union.

Seated, from left, are Sisters Bridget Ehlert, SSL (facilitator), 
Teresia Muhuhu (Kenya), Ferdinanda Ngao (Indonesia) and 
Armida Veglio (Italy).

Standing, from left, are Sisters Florence Marie Le Garrec 
(France), Jean Hopman, (USA), Laure Blanchon (France), Sue 
Flood (Australia, Prioress General) and Benigna Kania (Poland, 
General Councilor).

Roman Union Ursulines Rewriting Constitutions
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From the Roman Union Western Province

- continued on next page 

What a thrill it was for Sisters Dianne and Joanne 
to have a tour through the newly constructed “Caritas 
Village” last week in Santa Rosa, California.

Caritas Center is a three-story building that includes 
200 shelter beds, 40 rooms for families, a health clinic, and 
a drop-in facility where homeless residents can shower, 
do laundry and meet with case workers.  Construction 
is also underway for a 128-apartment complex for low-
income residents.  It will become a Village!

How does the Center operate?  It provides an 
integrated range of services that include a clinic operated 
by Santa Rosa Community Health professionals on staff 
and a 38-bed Care Center for homeless residents who 
need post-hospital care.  The Ursuline Sisters of the 
Western Province gave a donation for one of the “Exam 
Rooms” in this clinic.

Children, who often struggle the most in a family’s 
homelessness crises, are a main focus of this new center.  
Services include a Head Start Program run by Community 
Action Partnership of Sonoma County and programs 
for older children provided by the YMCA and Catholic 
Charities.

The center is designed to be a one-stop point of contact 
for homeless people to ensure they get the assistance 
they need to get back on their feet.  The Ursuline Sisters 
of the Western Province also gave a donation for one of 
the “Counseling Rooms.”

“MOMENT OF HOPE”
..Helping the Unhoused..

This center is so well designed.  The focus is to give 
people back their dignity. The staff listens to their stories 
and gives them counsel in order for them to meet their 
basic needs. A Kennel is even provided so individuals can 
keep their pets in the kennel while they take a shower, 
eat a meal, go to counseling, etc.  There is also a Chapel 
and quiet space and reflection.

It takes a village – many, many individuals, 
organizations and major contributors deserve praise for 
making the new Caritas facility a reality.

This Center can become a beacon for the state and 
the nation for how we can provide care if we want to get 
serious about addressing homelessness.  It can serve as 
a model for continued collaboration and coordination on 
solving not just our region’s homelessness crisis but also 
other local challenges.

We are so honored to be a part of this dream.  It is 
truly a Moment of Hope for people in need.

Truth and Healing
As you may know, the Western Province had Indian 

boarding schools in both Montana and Alaska, so we 
want to do our part toward truth and healing of our 
Native American brothers and sisters who continue to 
suffer intergenerational trauma.  Besides reaching out 
to the Salish Kootenai tribe, we have made the decision 
to move our province archives to the History Museum 
in Great Falls, Montana so that information would be 
readily available to all tribes in the Northwest.  

Presently there are bills before Congress (HR 5444 
and S 2907) to form a Truth and Healing Commission on 
Indian Boarding Schools Policy Act.  We are encouraging 
everyone to call their Senators and Representatives asking 

them to bring these bills forward in November and form 
this Commission, which is long overdue.  The National 
Native American Boarding School Coalition (NABS) has 
developed a toolkit (available on their website) which 
gives all the details of this legislation.   In the name of 
the Western Province we are writing to the chair and 
vice chair of the Senate committee on Indian Affairs 
supporting a Truth and Healing Commission.

Our Province wants to work as an ally with our Native 
brothers and sisters, so we are also applying for Affiliate 
Membership in that coalition (NABS) and are joining 
committees of the National Catholic Native Boarding 
School Accountability and Healing Project (AHP).
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From the Roman Union Western Province, 
continued

St. Angela Merici Stained Glass Window

Our Lady of Loretto Parish
Novato, California

Our Lady of Loretto Parish 
was established in 1892, in a rural 
agricultural setting of Novato, 
California in Marin County to serve 
the many dairy ranchers and their 
families of Portuguese and Swiss 
Italian descent who made this 
their home.  The current Church 
building was built in 1960 and is 
the third place of worship for this 
Catholic community of Novato. 
The Church was built on a very 
frugal budget and as a result the 

windows along the sides of this 700 capacity building were a 
variation of soft rose and purple hues.  Two beautiful stained 
glass windows, one in the sanctuary and one at the back of 
the Church, were designed at the time of construction by 
the Hogan Family originally of California Bay Area.  It had 
always been a desire and goal to fill in the remaining side 
windows with matching stained glass.  During the last five 
years, this dream has been brought to fruition by the same 
Hogan Family. This spring, one of the windows completed, 
was of St. Angela Merici, in honor of the Roman Union 
Ursuline Sisters of the Western Province who have served 
in the parish as educators and pastoral associate. Ursuline 
Sisters lived in the parish and staffed the elementary school 
from its inception in 1958 through 1991 and in the parish 
through 2015.  The school continues to foster values of 
Ursuline education. Ursuline presence continues in the 
parish in a variety of ways. 

The Ursuline Sisters of the Western Province are very 
grateful for the contribution of the many donors who made 
possible the inclusion of a window recognizing the spirit 
of St. Angela’s charism made present in the parish by our 
sisters for 65 years, a charism so needed in our world today.  
Sisters Joanne Abrams and Jeanette Lombardi participated 
in the dedication and blessing of the window in May, 2022.  

The window calls us to “Live in Harmony.” May this be 
our prayer as we go forth living Angela’s charism in our 
world.  

We’re investing more than $100,000 in 
upgrades to our main building in Canfield.

We’re installing a fire-suppression system 
to run throughout our lobby, chapel, business 
offices, and living quarters. A new water line 
was added to accommodate this.

Improvements to our pool that began in 
July are expected to be finished by year’s end. 
The 117,000-gallon pool is used not only by our 
Sisters and ministry programs but also by the 
public almost daily for a variety of health and 
wellness initiatives.

We offer SilverSneakers water and other 
exercise classes. It’s used by a local nursing 
home for arthritis exercise classes, and a 
physical therapy office uses it to work with 
clients. We also have private swim lessons 
here.

The pool was built in 1965, a year after our 
Motherhouse was completed.

Our 8th annual Nun Run took place Oct. 
1. More than 300 people participated, either 
in the children’s run, 1-mile walk and 5k run 
(offered both in person and virtually), or by 
volunteering to put on the event. 

The Nun Run began as a fundraiser for 
our HIV/AIDS Ministry and now supports all 
the children’s programs of our Ursuline Sisters 
Mission.

Renovations and a Popular Run 
Keeping Youngstown Ursulines 
Busy

Linda Reinthaler, director of Motherhouse facilities, 
and Sister Mary McCormick, General Superior
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Ursulines of Louisville

Ursuline Sisters of 
Louisville and Ursuline 
Sisters of Mount  
St. Joseph sign statement 
on Gun Control with 
Four other Religious 
Communities

On May 26, 2022, the 
Louisville and Mount St. 
Joseph Ursulines co-signed a 

statement with four other religious communities to call 
for action from elected representatives on gun control: 
https://ursulinesisterslouisville.org/six-religious-
communities-speak-together-against-gun-violence/ 

Louisville Ursulines Participate in June 11 March For 
Our Lives Rally

“Enough is Enough” 
was the common theme 
at today’s March For Our 
Lives rally and march from 
Metro Hall to the offices 
of Senator McConnell. 
The Ursulines joined 
fellow Kentuckians to 
demand action on common sense gun legislation. 

Student-made Mural at Santa Angela Merici School 
in Peru

All of the students from our Ursuline-founded school, 
Santa Angela Merici parish school in Carmen de la Legua 
(Callao), Peru, participated in making this beautiful mural 
from recycled materials. This mural is a visual reminder 
of how important it is to protect the environment by 
recycling.

LCWR Subregion 6 Fun Day
Who says Sisters can’t have fun? The leadership 
teams from our subregion 6 of Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) got 
together on June 23 at our Motherhouse for a 
relaxing day of fellowship, food and Catholic Trivia! 

News from San Miguel, Peru
The village of Nitisuyo, just outside of San Miguel, 

Peru, in the Andes Mountains, had experienced heavy 
rains which had washed out the system they used to 
provide water for their crops. Sister Sue Scharfenberger, 
who ministers in Peru, learned of their need for an 
updated system to include permanent pipes. Our 
leadership and Sister Sue Scharfenberger coordinated 
the funding for the pipes from the Peru Fund, and 
the villagers came together to install the pipes as 
volunteer labor. Juan Jhony Ruiz Peña wrote to Sister 
Sue, “Dear Sister Sue, I am sending you the photos we 
took in Nitisuyo. They are from the project with which 
you supported us to improve the Nitisuyo irrigation 
canal. The community is very grateful for this valuable 
support, and they were also very happy.” We thank 
the donors to the Peru Fund who made this possible. 

- continued 
on next page 
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Ursulines of Louisville, continued

- continued on next page 

Our five Jubilarians: 
Seated, L to R: Sister 
Antonine Biven (75 
years), Sister Loretta 
Guenther (70 years), 
Sister Shirley Ann 
Simmons (80 years). 
Standing: 
Sister Agnes Coveney 
(40 years), Sister Mary 
Jo Gramig (60 years).

Panel on Peru L to R: Sister Sue Scharfenberger, Sister 
Mary Martha Staarman, Sister Kathleen Neely, Sister Clara 

Fehringer and Sister Yuli Oncihuay.

The Ursuline Sisters of Louisville renew their vows at Missioning.

Archbishop 
Fabre with 

Leadership, L to 
R: Sister Rita Ann 
Wigginton, Sister 

Agnes Coveney, 
Sister Jean 

Anne Zappa, 
Sister Anne 

Mary Lochner 
and Sister Yuli 

Oncihuay.

Most of our Sisters were able to gather in-person for our Community Days on August 2–5 at the Motherhouse. 
Our theme this year was “Walk In Faith/Camina Con Fe” and the community explored that theme through prayer 
and reflection, small groups, and reports. A special presentation was made by our Sisters who have ministered in 
Peru, and who knew Gustavo Gutiérrez, OP. One of the key post-Vatican II leaders in liberation theology, Gutiérrez’s 
foundational text, “Teología de la Liberación, Perspectivas” (1971), reached its 50th anniversary in 2022. 

The newly installed Archbishop, Shelton Fabre, met all the Sisters and had a Q&A session with us. We were 
able to celebrate our 2022 jubilarians with a special Mass. We also held our missioning ceremony at both the 
Motherhouse chapel and Nazareth Home-Clifton for Sisters, staff, and Associates.

Louisville Ursulines Gather In-person for Community Days

Louisville Ursulines Participate in Pilot Program
Our Sisters have been participating in “Thresholds of Transformation,” 

a multi-discipled transformative change process developed by Monica 
Brown, Donna Fyffe, and Hilary Musgrave. There are multiple sessions 
that offer you an intentional way of exploring personal, communal, and 
systemic transformation rooted in prayer, ritual, input, and communal 
processes. For more information on Thresholds of Transformation 
contact: adminTT@emmausproductions.com or visit: https://
thresholdsoftransformation.com/



Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC12 13

Ursulines of Louisville, continued

Beginning in June, our retreat center has offered in-person Taizé 
prayer services, Sabbath Moments, and other workshops. We have also 
kept a digital presence with online Taizé prayer for those who feel more 
comfortable working from home. For more information on the Angela 
Merici Center offers, please visit: https://amcspirituality.org/ or our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/amcspirituality

Sister Julia Davis Honored with an Optimal Aging Award
Sister Julia Davis was honored with an Optimal Aging Award by the University 

of Louisville’s Trager Institute at their luncheon on Friday, September 30. The 
Gold Standard of Optimal Aging Award Ceremony celebrates older adults, 85 
years old and over, who lead engaged and flourishing lives. Sister Julia, who 
volunteers regularly at a local hospital, teaches dance classes, is an avid U of L 
sports fan, and can usually be found at any Sacred Heart Academy event, is a 
role model for aging optimally!

Angela Merici Center for Spirituality Returns to In-Person Programming

Central Province Ursulines were delighted to be invited back during the 
Labor Day weekend to see their former novitiate in Crystal City, Missouri, and 
all the beautiful restoration and modernization work the new owners have 
undertaken. Undeterred by pouring rain, 17 people made the trip, including 
Ursulines, co-workers and family. There was time for self-guided tours and 
reflection on the time spent as novices—with an intrepid few checking 
out every nook and cranny, from the attic to the basement. A few former 
neighbors joined the group for lunch and a great sharing of memories.

 

Central Province Ursulines Return to Novitiate

Sister Chabanel Mathison 
soaked in the view of the 
Mississippi River with 
appreciation.

Sister Regina Marie Fronmüller admired 
the original architecture of the rotunda.

 A buffet lunch was served 
in the sisters’ former reception 

room.
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News from the Brown County Ursulines
Transition of Chatfield College to The Chatfield Edge 

Chatfield College announced on September 12th that 
it plans to transition from a two-year, private liberal arts 
college to a nonprofit agency focused on supporting 
postsecondary education attainment, beginning in 
January 2023.

Bob Elmore the President of Chatfield College said,  
“Supporting our students and staff as we make this 
transition is our number one priority.  While we will no 
longer teach classes or confer associate degrees, we will 
do everything in our power to ensure that those who 
want a postsecondary education will have the resources 
and support they need to reach their educational goals.”   

The press release stated that “The Chatfield Edge 
will focus on assisting underserved populations – adult 
learners, first generation college students, and students 
who have tried college before and failed, but want to 
return.  Services will include assistance in choosing a 
field of study, identifying the right institution to meet the 
student’s goals, college application and FAFSA application 
assistance, career counseling and mentoring, and 
providing scholarship funds.”

The Board of Trustees unanimously agreed to make the 
transition following a “strategic and thoughtful process.”  
The College has experienced continued enrollment 
decline, heightened by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
demographic trends that indicate a diminishing high 
school population.  According to President Elmore, “Our 
mission is part of the 177-year legacy of the Ursulines of 
Brown County to ensure students end up in a better place 
than where we met them.  We can continue to fulfill this 
mission for years to come, but it requires us to change and 
adapt to today’s enrollment and demographic trends.”  

The Ursulines of Brown County are grateful for the 
dedicated Board members who have invested their 
time and talent on creatively continuing their Mission 
and legacy in support of students seeking educational 
opportunities.

School of the Brown County Ursulines 
Annual Reunion

Even though the School of the Brown County Ursulines 
has been closed since 1981, many of the women who 
spent their formative years in St. Martin return yearly to 
renew friendships.  The annual reunions in 2020 and 2021 
were virtual events, due to Covid-19.  The cancellation 
of the 175 Anniversary of the arrival of Julia Chatfield 

and her 10 companions in 2020 was disappointing to say 
the least.  In 2021 the celebration of the installation of 
the Historic Marker, recognizing the Ursulines of Brown 
County for their educational impart in Southwest Ohio, 
was outdoors but the reunion celebration was virtual.     
This year the gathering was in person and celebrated 
the graduates from the 50-year classes of 1970, 1971 
and 1972.  Sister Agatha Fitzgerald, graduate of the 
class of 1946, recognized as one of the oldest alumnae, 
did the honors of congratulating the 50-year grads with 
the traditional Brown County pendants.  Following the 
luncheon, class picture taking and lively conversation, 
a Mass of thanksgiving concluded the formal program.  
Many groups of friends and classmates remained to enjoy 
a porch party with pizza well into the night.

School of the Brown County Ursulines faculty: Left to right:  
Mel Dannenberg, Sisters Agatha Fitzgerald, Patricia Homan, 

Lucia Castellini, Mary Ann Jansen, Lawrence Sickman, and former 
Ursuline Patty Ahern.
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Ursulines of the Eastern Province

Prayer Service of Thanksgiving
On June 16th Ursulines of the Eastern Province held 

their 3rd Annual Virtual Prayer Service of Thanksgiving 
to accommodate friends, family, benefactors, and the 
Sisters as COVID was still a concern. It was a peaceful 
and lovely event that included the Honors Chorus  and 
a pianist from The Ursuline School and a violinist from 
Songcatchers. Many of our constituents shared in prayer 
with the Sisters in this celebration that had a theme of 
Pentecost. The remarks of our Provincial, Sr. Maureen 
Welch, focused on our missions of outreach and bringing 
peace to our world.

Celebration for John Reilly
The Ursuline Sisters 

attended a celebration for 
John Reilly, the Founder 
of Fordham Bedford 
Housing Corporation. Mr. 
Reilly was instrumental in 
assisting the Sisters with 
the neighboring land of 
the Academy of Mount  
St. Ursula. He partnered 
with the Sisters to develop 
that land into affordable 
and senior housing honoring the Sisters’ commitment 
to the AMSU and Fordham Bedford community. Sr. Pat 
Russell was the liaison for the Ursuline Sisters throughout 
the project.

The four-building complex was named “Serviam” in 
honor of the Ursuline mission to serve in this beloved 
community. After a 42-year career with FBHC, the 
dedicated and devoted John Reilly retired as Executive 
Director. The Sisters pray for God’s blessings on the 
dedicated individual and for FBHC to continue our joint 
mission of Serviam.

Ursuline School's 125th Anniversary Celebration 
Kick-Off

The Ursuline School 
held a liturgy to kick 
off their Anniversary 
Celebration of 125 
years. His Eminence, 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York, 
was the celebrant at this 
commemoration mass in 
which the new President, 
Dr. Melnyk, along with 
TUS students, faculty, 
parents, the Mayor of 
New Rochelle and, of 
course, our Ursuline Sisters attended. Most of the Sisters 
in attendance taught for many years at the school.  
Sr. Theresa Byrne served as TUS Principal from 1965 
-1970.

- continued on next page 
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Ursulines of the Eastern Province, continued

New Beginnings
During a recent staff meeting, Sister Maureen Welch, 

Provincial of the Ursulines of the Eastern Province said, 
“September is a time for new beginnings, especially for so 
many of the Ursulines who were educators for so long.”

Here are some recent staff photos from that meeting 
and also some photos from a recent Labor Day celebration 
held for the Sisters for this “new beginning.”

At the meeting, Sister Maureen also said, “You all 
participate in the mission God has for the Ursulines.”

The Ursuline School's Kick-Off 
of its 125th Anniversary 
Celebration
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It is hard to believe that the summer is over and 
everything is back in full swing—especially now that 
COVID does not seem to be quite so threatening anymore.

On June 11th, after three years, the Associates and 
Sisters gathered for the Associate Assembly in person. 
The chatter in the hall indicated delight at being face 
to face once again. Three new Associates made their 
commitment during Mass and three, who made their 
commitment on Zoom last year, repeated it publicly. 

Lunch was 
followed by guest 
speaker Blake 
Sittler who, since 
it was the Year of 
the Family, talked 
about the family 
then and now. 
After some more 
visiting, Sr. Felicitas 
Drobig presented 
a short PowerPoint comparing the turbulent times of  
St. Angela to the turbulent times of today.  She showed how  
St. Angela’s writings are still relevant to us today.

The day ended with a delicious supper.

July 1st is Canada Day, which was duly celebrated both at  
St. Angela Merici Residence and at the Generalate, 
where some Sisters gathered for a BBQ. Wonder why so 
many were wearing red!!?

In August, Sisters from St. Angela Merici Residence, 
came to the Generalate for an ice cream party. The 
weather was gorgeous and fun was had by all. One, two, 
three—lick!

Ursulines of Prelate
Back in Full Swing

On August 15th, the Feast 
of the Assumption of Mary, 
the Sisters came together at 
St. Angela Merici Residence for 
Mass, renewal of vows and tea 
in the atrium. A special highlight 
was Sr. Brigitta Haag (103) 
celebrating the 85th anniversary 
of her vows. A BBQ was held at 
the Generalate in the evening. 

Some days in September 
and October will be taken up by the Virtual Convocation 
Pilgrimage, for which quite a number of Sisters signed up. 
Anticipation for each pilgrimage stop is high.

UEN Student Fall Retreat

The UEN student retreat was held on the campus 
of Brescia University in September, 2022.  Sr. Pam 
Mueller, OSU, Dr. Lauren McCrary, Dr. Josh Clary,  
Dr. Emily DeMoor, and Peggy Platz facilitated and 
presented at the fall retreat.  The theme 
was "Caritas and the Teachings of  
St. Angela."  Six schools, 24 
students, and eight chaperones 
attended, according to Rosann 
Whiting, Director, Ursuline 
Education Network.  
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With most of the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint 
Joseph at Maple Mount for Community Days, the Sisters 
gathered at 6 p.m. on July 15, 2022, for a Gratitude Ritual 
to say goodbye to the building that brought the original 
Sisters to western Kentucky.

Father Paul Joseph Volk built Mount Saint Joseph 
Academy in 1874, and five Ursuline Sisters of Louisville 
traveled by flatboat down the Ohio River to lead the 
school. The Academy spurred many young women to 
become Ursuline Sisters, and the community became 
independent of Louisville in 1912.

The Academy closed in 1983 and transformed to the 
Mount Saint Joseph Retreat Center. The Retreat Center 
did not reopen in 2021 following the shutdown due to 
Covid-19, after it was determined that the original bricks 
still in use were disintegrating at the foundation. The 
Ursuline Sisters made the difficult decision in the summer 
of 2021 to deconstruct the building. There is no date set 
yet for that work to begin.

Sister Pam Mueller, in one of her final duties as 
a Leadership Council member, designed and led the 
Gratitude Ritual. She is a 1968 graduate of the Academy, 
and gathered facts about the building to share with the 
Sisters. The Sisters gathered in front of the 1874 building 
on a muggy Friday night to pray, share memories and 
bless the building one last time. 

Gratitude Ritual of 
Mount Saint Joseph Conference and Retreat Center

Sister Suzanne Sims, right, and Sister Angela Fitzpatrick carry 
sunflowers, and behind them Sister Michele Morek and Sister 
Mary Timothy Bland bring bowls to the table. The Ursuline Sisters 
of Mount Saint Joseph were saying a prayerful farewell to their 
former Academy and Conference and Retreat Center building on 
July 15, 2022.

Sprigs from the boxwood bushes in front of the Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy/Conference and Retreat Center building 
were dipped in water and the Ursuline Sisters were offered 
the chance to bless the building. Sister Joan Riedley, a 1963 
Academy graduate, takes her turn blessing the building.

Sister Amelia Stenger, the outgoing congregational leader, 
thanked everyone for participating in the farewell ritual at 
Mount Saint Joseph. She is a 1967 graduate of the former 
Mount Saint Joseph Academy. During the ceremony, the 
Sisters were asked to write a word on slips of paper about 
what they are most grateful for concerning the building, or 
what their hope or dream is for the future. They pinned the 
words to the candles. The bowl on the table was filled with 
incense.
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Company of St. Ursula of Toronto

No doubt you recognize these verbs from St. Angela’s 
writings - the Prologue to the Counsels.  The members from 
the Company of St. Ursula of Toronto and from other places 
have been “moving”- some of them across the oceans! 

 Eugenia Viernes, the former Directress of the Company 
of Toronto, moved home to the Philippines on July 27, 2022 
to live the remaining years of her life.  At the invitation of 
Marcella Hinz, a former Ursuline of Bruno, Eugenia entered 
the Company of St. Ursula of Canada in 1992. Eugenia felt 
drawn to consecrated life and through this way of life she 
could continue to assist her family in her employment as an 
educational and library assistant.  She was elected as the 
delegate for the English speaking group of Toronto in 2008, 
and as Directress for the newly formed Company of St. Ursula 
of Toronto from 2014- 2021.  She will be connected to the 
Company in the Philippines, in which she has also played a 
founding role. “Salamat” Eugenia for your faithful service!

Instead of their usual monthly meeting during July, 
the members moved through downtown Toronto and saw 
fountains and terraced waterfalls, the Peace Garden and 
the Eternal Flame, the labyrinth and the Eaton’s Center, and 
enjoyed ice cream together!

During August, Pauline Baguley, a member from the 
Company of England, visited Bernice Daratha, a member of 
the Company of Toronto who lives in Saskatoon. Pauline had 
come to visit her son and his family who emigrated 
to Canada some years ago.  Pauline and Bernice 
met together “as loving sisters, talking over spiritual 
matters and rejoicing together.” (8th Legacy). 

Act, move, believe …

Touring Toronto

Pauline Baguley, member of the Company of England, visits with 
Bernice Daratha, Company of Toronto

Eugenia Viernes
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The Diocese of Owensboro Rainbow Mass returned for 
the first time since 2019 on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022, with 
several Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph present to 
support the students. The Rainbow Mass began shortly after 
Bishop John McRaith named Ursuline Sister Amelia Stenger 
as superintendent of Catholic Schools in 1984. Sister Amelia 
told Bishop McRaith that when she attended Mount Saint 
Joseph Academy, all of the students in the diocese came 
to the Owensboro Sportscenter for a Mass and celebration 
of the Catholic Students Mission Crusade. Bishop McRaith 
wanted to recreate that, which resulted in the first Rainbow 
Mass, so called because all the schools had different colored 
uniforms, and when they were in the Sportscenter, they 
became a rainbow of color.

RAINBOW MASS

Bishop William Medley with the Diocese of Owensboro, 
center, stands between Deacons Brent Kimbler, left, and Chris 
Gutierrez before a series of banners depicting the “rainbow” 
of the Catholic schools.

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Mary 
Celine Weidenbenner, center in the gray shirt, 
joins with the students from Mary Carrico 
Memorial Elementary School in Knottsville, Ky., 
to applaud for another school being announced. 
Sister Mary Celine has been a Catholic school 
educator since 1967, with the past 15 years at 
Mary Carrico.

Sister Mary Lapping (Central Province)
Sister Angela Theresa Hoffman (Chatham) 
Sister Madonna Marie Dickus (Cleveland)

Sister Bridget Puzon (Eastern Province)
Sister Marie Julie Fecher (Maple Mount)
Sister Sara Marie Gomez (Maple Mount)

Sister Michael Marie Friedman (Maple Mount)
Sister James Francis McDonnell (Tildonk)

Celebrating 

with our Jubilarians

85 Years

Sister Brigitta Haag (Prelate) 

65 Years

Sister Margaret Golub (Tildonk)

60 Years

Sister Laurentine Morgan (Tildonk)

25 Years

Sister Edith Menegus (Tildonk)
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That was one question posed to 24 high school 
students from Ursuline academies around the country 
on Sept. 15-17, 2022. They came to Brescia University 
in Owensboro, Ky., for a retreat titled, “The Caritas of 
Angela: Love Through Ursuline Education.” sponsored 
through the Ursuline Education Network.

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Pam Mueller, 
director of campus ministry at Brescia, dressed as Saint 
Angela Merici and told the story of the founder of the 
Ursuline Sisters in the first person to the students, to 
show how Saint Angela’s teaching is still relevant today. 

“As people called to love, what do we need to know?” 

Sister Pam Mueller, an Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph, and high school students from 
six different Ursuline Academies gathered in Duffy Auditorium on the Brescia University 
campus in Owensboro, Ky., on Sept. 16. She asked them the questions Saint Angela would 
ask: “How well do I know myself?" "Do I know how to pray?" "How much do I listen?" "Do I 
value having a spiritual life?”

There were four students each from Ursuline schools in 
Dallas, St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and 
Wilmington, Del.

In September 2021, Brescia partnered with the 
Ursuline Education Network to host a conference 
titled ,“Love, Peace and Ursuline Education in the 21st 
Century,” funded by the Lilly Foundation and UEN. 
Grounded in caritas theology, educators at the high 
school and college level gathered to learn about how 
Angela Merici’s teaching weaves together with caritas – 
our universal call to love.

NAULC Convergence
Vol. 19, No. 3

Deadline for the Spring 2023 issue of 
NAULC Convergence is  February 24, 2023. 

Please send stories and photos 
to Michelle Scazzero at 

mscazzero@ursulinecenter.org.

Snapshots from 
the Toledo 
Ursulines' 
Jubilee 
Celebration
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Community Days in Maple Mount, Kentucky

Every July for more than 100 years, the Ursuline Sisters 
come home to Maple Mount, Ky., for Community Days, a 
time to reconnect with each other and to discuss community 
business. Sister Ruth Gehres once again acted as the ubiquitous 
photographer to chronicle the Community Days of July 13-15, 
2022.

Sister Claudia Hayden, left, discusses 
the business of the moment with 
Sister Joyce Marie Cecil. 

Sister Mary McDermott, left, and Sister George 
Mary Hagan, right, are joined by Sister Maria 
Bich Nyugen, who is visiting Mount Saint 
Joseph this summer.

Sister Pam Mueller either inadvertently 
opened a portal into a parallel universe, 
or she was trying to talk with Sister 
Mimi Ballard, who was watching 
Community Days from her ministry in 
Chile. 

Sister Vivian Bowles, left, and Sister Rita 
Scott seem to be solving whatever issue 
needs solving. 

More Snapshots of 
Ursulines of Maple Mount Leadership 
Installation

The outgoing Leadership Council 
members hold candles lighted 
from the Paschal Candle in the 
Motherhouse Chapel in Maple 
Mount, Ky., and read the words of 
Saint Angela Merici as they prepared 
to pass on their light to the incoming 
Council. From left are Sister Amelia 
Stenger, Sister Pat Lynch, Sister Pam 
Mueller and Sister Judith Nell Riney.

The Ursuline Sisters raise their hands in blessing 
over the new Council at Mount Saint Joseph and 
pray with Saint Angela’s words, “May the strength 
and true consolation of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all so that you can maintain and carry out 
vigorously and faithfully the charge laid upon you.”
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Update from the Toledo Ursulines

Nearly 100 Mary Manse College alumni joined 
together in October at the Alumni Mass and Luncheon to 
celebrate the 100-year anniversary of the opening of the 
Catholic educational institution founded by the Ursuline 
Sisters of Toledo.  

Two months after his installation, November 1922, 
Bishop Samuel Stritch called upon the Convent and 
proposed to Mother Scholastica, as superior, that the 
Ursulines, as the oldest teaching order in the diocese, 
undertake a work dear to his heart, the founding of 
a Catholic liberal arts college for women. He said he 
believed that women had the same right as men to the 
benefit of higher education. The Bishop’s philosophy of 
education can be summed up in his own words spoken at 
the opening Mass of Mary Manse College, September 15, 
1922:  “Enlightened young womanhood, cultured after 
the teaching of the Church, shall become a benediction 
to mankind.”

At first the nuns were hesitant about assuming 
such a burden. They were not prepared academically 
or financially. Buildings would be needed, a faculty 
provided. They wished, however, to do what the Bishop 
asked, and after praying and consulting the Community, 
the Chapter at length decided to undertake the first step 
in higher education for women in the Diocese of Toledo.

The title agreed upon was Mary Manse, meaning 
house of Mary, suggested by Bishop Stritch.

Mary Manse College closed in 1975. 

Mary Manse College Alumni Mass and Luncheon United Nation’s International Day of Peace 
Celebration

Dozens of area organizations and individuals gathered 
on September 21 at the Lucas County Courthouse to 
celebrate the 
United Nation’s 
International Day 
of Peace. The 
event included 
gathering around 
a peace pole, brief 
statements and 
p r o c l a m a t i o n s , 
acknowledgments 
of co-sponsors, and 
a march following 
the peace pole 
around the block.  
Mayor Wade 
K a p s z u k i e w i c z 
and Lucas County 
Commissioner Tina Skeldon Wozniak addressed the 
crowd. The event was organized by Social Justice 
Advocates, an inclusive, non-violent and non-partisan 
organization.

The Ursuline Sisters co-sponsored this event and 
Sisters Sandy Sherman, Donna Frey, Carol Reamer, and 
Associate Sarah Abts attended. 

Jubilee Celebration
Sisters, Associates and friends of the Ursuline Sisters  

gathered on August 28 for the Eucharistic Liturgy and 
luncheon celebrating five Jubilarians: Sister Stephanie 
Helfrich and Sister Coletta McAllister (70 years); Sister 
Mary Katherine Garvin and Sister Mary Alice Henkel (65 
years); and Sister Margaret Manion (60 years).  It was a 
great day of rejoicing and friendship. 

- continued on next page 
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Update from the Toledo Ursulines, continued

Luncheon and Ice Cream Social
The Ursuline Associates 

hosted a fun gathering for 
Sisters and Associates in 
August that included a 
luncheon, adorable frosted 
cookies, raffles, and plenty of 
laughter.  The plan for ice cream 
sundaes was changed at the last minute due to the 
freezer not working, but that didn't stop us from 
enjoying beautifully frosted cookies and plenty 
of other sweets.  It was a wonderful way to come 
together once again at the Ursuline Center. 

Sister Nancy Mathias won a gift card in the raffle. 

From the Central Province

During their first trip from New Orleans to St. Louis since the 
pandemic began, Sisters Regina Marie Fronmüller and Ginger 
Cirone crossed the Mississippi to spend time with the Central 
Province’s Alton, Illinois, community. From left are Sisters 
Margaret Mary Cain, Marie Goretti Hotop, Ginger Cirone, Julia 
Genetti, Marian Pelikan, Theresa Sarich, and Regina Marie 
Fronmüller.

Sister Rita Ann Bregenhorn joined Sisters Maria Teresa 
de Llano and Karen Schwane on their most recent trip to serve 
immigrants and refugees at the border in Laredo. Working with 
Catholic Charities, they service in many ways including cooking, 
doing laundry, and putting smiles on the faces of children.



Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC Convergence - A Newsletter of the NAULC24 25

The Quilt Bingo hosted by the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph on Sept. 11 was very popular. The Sisters had 
not been able to host it since 2019. The Mount Auditorium was full of enthusiastic bingo players, 30 of whom won 
quilts! Lunch was served, and the annual raffle drawing took place immediately following bingo.

Quilt Bingo

Sister Alicia Coomes, an Ursuline Sister of Mount 
Saint Joseph, standing at left, sells bingo cards 
during the Sisters’ Quilt Bingo day. Several Sisters 
volunteered at the event.

Ursuline Sister of Mount Saint Joseph Amelia 
Stenger, left, made this quilt for a prize for the Sisters’ 

annual raffle.  Ursuline Associate Elaine Wood, 
right, was the lucky winner who just happened to be 

present when the drawing was held on Sept. 11.

Sister Mary Celine 
Weidenbenner, an 
Ursuline Sister of 
Mount Saint Joseph, 
wears a T-shirt that 
someone gave her 
at the Quilt Bingo 
event.  It was from 
the family of a former 
student.  Sister Celine 
still teaches at Mary 
Carrico Memorial 
School, Philpot, Ky.
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 Five communicators from four different Ursuline communities gathered 
for a photo at the Communicators for Women Religious annual conference in 
Cincinnati on Sept. 29, 2022. Seated at left is Michelle Scazzero, communications 
director for the Ursuline Sisters of Toledo (and Convergence newsletter editor) 
and at right, Jennifer Kaminski, communications specialist/ graphic design for the 
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph, Maple Mount, Ky. Standing, left to right, is 
Kathy Williams, director of communications and public relations for the Ursuline 
Sisters of Louisville; Susan Whelan, director of communications and development 
for the Ursuline Sisters, Central Province, St. Louis, and Bernadette (Bernie) Mudd-
White, communications assistant for the Ursuline Sisters of Louisville. More 
than 100 attended the conference, which was themed, “Centered in Cincinnati: 

Uniting for the Heart of Mission.”

Sister Patricia Homan, an Ursuline Sister of 
Brown County, was one of the presenters for 
the Communicators for Women Religious 2022 
conference in Cincinnati. Her topic on Sept. 29, 2022, 
was titled, “Nuts and Bolts of Communications: 
Moving toward Closure.” She shared a timeline of 
her community’s ministries throughout the years 
and what they have done more recently to preserve 
and share their legacy. The other person on her 
panel was Sister Rita Brink, OSB, a Benedictine Sister 
of St. Walburg Monastery in Villa Hills, Ky. Both have 
served as lifelong educators and congregational 
leaders for their communities. They shared their 
personal experiences with internal and external 
communications as their communities embrace the 
need to work toward closure and answered several 
questions from the audience.

Sister Patricia Homan Shares Experienes at National CWR Conference

Sister Rita Brink, OSB (seated), and Sister Patricia Homan present at 
the National CWR Conference in Cincinnati in September, 2022. 

Ursuline Communicators Gather at CWR Conference


