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Following St. Angela’s Counsel: 
The Ursuline Sisters Welcome Canonical Leadership

Ur   suLine

St. Angela Merici, in her Last Legacy to the Lady-Governors 
of the Company, left wonderful and important advice to her 
followers about responding to “change.”  This quote was 
especially at the forefront when the Ursuline Community 
and Leadership faced a new reality that they no longer had 
a sufficient pool of Sisters to provide governance for the 
Community.  Thus a process began to explore options for new 
ways to “do” governance.

At the last General Chapter meeting of the Ursuline 
Sisters, March 11, 2026, the Sisters approved of a new form of 
government for their Community.  The following information at 
right explains this change. 

A simple ceremony took place on June 12, 2026 in the 
Ursuline Center Chapel with Ursuline Sisters and Associates and 
a large number of Sylvania Franciscan Sisters present. Sister 
Sandy Sherman, Superior at that time, invited Sister Sharon 
Derivan, Congregational Minister of the Sylvania Franciscans, 
and Sister Shannon Schrein, her delegate to the Ursulines, 
to come forward to assume this Canonical responsibility of 

Sister Shannon Schrein, OSF, Delegate to the Commissary, Sister Donna 
Frey, OSU, Leadership Advisor, Sister Sandra Sherman, OSU, Leadership 
Advisor, and Sister Sharon Derivan, OSF, Canonical Appointed Leader to 

the Ursuline Sisters of Toledo

“And if, according to times and circumstances, the need arises 
to make new rules or do something differently, do it prudently 

and with good advice.”

After many years of prayer, discernment, 
consultation with canon and civil lawyers, 
and based on the demographics (17) and pool 
for leadership of the Ursuline Sisters, the 
Ursuline Community has made the difficult 
decision to seek canonical leadership outside 
of ourselves.

In June, 2026, the present leadership 
team completes its term of office and new 
governance will come from the Sisters of 
St. Francis, Sylvania, Ohio. Based on our 
recommendations and petition to Rome, the 
Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life 
and Societies of Apostolic Life, Sister Sharon 
Derivan, OSF/S, Congregational Minister, has 
been named the Canonical Appointed Leader 
for the Ursulines, and has named Sister 
Shannon Schrein, OSF/S as her delegate to 
fulfill the role of the commissary/canonical 
appointed leader of the Ursuline Sisters of 
Toledo, Ohio.  Sister Shannon will work with 
two advisors from the Ursuline Community 
for her term of three years.

Everything remains the same for the 
Ursuline Sisters except for the governance 
model.  The Decree from Rome was 
promulgated on January 27, 2026, the feast 
of St. Angela Merici, the foundress of the 
Ursulines around the world.

The Ursuline Community asks for your 
prayers during this time of transition.   
St. Angela was a Third Order Franciscan and 
so the relationship between the Sisters of  
St. Francis of Sylvania and the Ursuline Sisters 
seems meant to be.

Change of Governance Statement: 
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governance and receive a blessing 
in words taken from the writings of 
St. Angela.  

Sister Shannon entered the 
Sylvania Franciscan Community 
in 1965. She spent 45 years as a 
teacher and Professor of Theology. 
She is an author and is the former 
President of the College Theology 
Society. 

A gifted musician, Sister Shannon’s voice and guitar are always 
welcome additions to community and family gatherings, including 
the Toledo Mud Hens where she’s sung the National Anthem more 
than a dozen times.

She served on the Leadership Council from 2016-2021. Sister 
is deeply grateful to her fellow Sylvania Franciscan Sisters for 
calling forth her gifts and walking with her in all the ministries God 
has called them to do.  Sister Shannon is delighted to walk a new 
journey with the Toledo Ursulines of the Sacred Heart.

Sister Sandy and Sister Donna Frey officially completed their 
term of leadership in June of 2026, and have been asked by Sister 
Shannon to remain as advisors to her during this term of transition 
in governance.  Both will remain in the Convent Offices and assist in 
maintaining the traditions and events of Ursuline celebrations in the 
spirit of St. Angela.  Continuing relationships with St. Ursula Academy 
and other partners in ministry is fundamental to Ursuline Identity.

Working beside Sister Shannon, Sister Donna and Sister Sandy 
will walk together toward a new future, meeting monthly to 
oversee business and other related Community events.  Gathering 
the Ursuline Sisters together often will keep the flames and embers 
burning with Ursuline life and the spirit of St. Angela.

The priorities for the leadership and community: Ministry 
of Prayer and Presence, Relationship with St. Ursula Academy, 
Governance of the Community beyond 2026, Ursuline Convent 
Foundation Board Succession and Evolving Role, and the Archives 
will be the guiding force for new hope and new life carrying on the 
legacy of the Ursulines in education and ministry in the Toledo area.

The process and years of work leading up to this moment of 
new governance is truly the work of the hand of God.  The fact that 
the decree from Rome was promulgated on January 27, the feast of 
St. Angela, and that the Community was able to host the transfer 
ceremony on the feast of the Sacred Heart, June 12, a special feast 
of the Toledo Ursulines of the Sacred Heart, and the fact that St. 
Angela was a Third Order Franciscan before she formally founded 
the Ursuline Order, and this year being the 800th anniversary of the 
death of St. Francis of Assisi, plus long-term relationships with the 
Sylvania Franciscans that have deepened over the years, make this 
a perfect blend of charisms moving forward.  Walking this journey 
with God has truly been a gift and blessing.

When we 
choose joy as the 
lens for living and 
experiencing all 
that happens, then 
our hearts are 
open to adventure, 
excitement, change 

and God’s generous grace.  St. Angela 
understood this, “And if, according to the 
time and circumstances, the need arises to 
make new rules or do something different, 
do it prudently and with good advice.” Since 
the Transfer of Leadership Service on June 
12, everyday has brought a new experience. 
My Franciscan heart has been touched and 
stretched by the deepening knowledge of 
the Toledo Ursuline Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart.  While I have known and interacted 
with the Sisters over many years, getting to 
know each Sister well and experiencing the 
“Ursuline Way” has truly been a joy that I 
treasure. I look forward to the next three 
years and give God thanks for the call to 
serve and walk with my Ursuline Sisters.

This issue is rich with interesting 
information beginning with the story of the 
Transfer of Leadership. It was a beautiful 
and solemn event in the lives of the Toledo 
Ursulines and Sylvania Franciscans. This 
was enhanced by the wonderful Jubilee 
celebration for 10 of our Sisters whose 
dedicated service totaled 375 years. We 
remember Sister Joy Gray who was called 
home. Her life was a gift to us and to all to 
whom she ministered.  

You will enjoy reading the ongoing 
Mission moments of the Sisters including 
the up-coming Sisters and Associates 
Summer Luncheon and Ice Cream Social 
and the Catholic Sisters Week Food Drive to 
name only two.

I am so glad to be a part of the Ursuline 
family and look forward to meeting many 
of you.  Be assured of my prayers and the 
prayers of all of the Sisters.

Delegate of the Commissary 

The Ursuline Sisters Welcome 
Canonical Leadership, continued
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Ursuline Jubilarians 
Celebrate Years of Blessings

On Sunday, June 14, 2026, ten Ursuline Sisters celebrated milestone years of religious life with a beautiful liturgy at 
Christ the King Church followed by a festive luncheon. Nearly 300 guests joined the Ursuline Sisters to celebrate these 
Jubilarians, who are inspirations as followers of St. Angela Merici and of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Below, our Jubilarians reflected on the ways God has blessed their life and the ways He has worked through them in 
serving others.

Sister Margaret Anne Carstensen – 75 Years
“Certainly I have been blessed 

‘a hundred fold’ as the Lord 
promised to those who follow Him.  

“For over 50 years I was blessed 
to teach the young ones in Catholic 
grade schools all over Toledo and 
Tiffin.  Thirty of those years I also 
had a CD Religious Program for the 
disabled.

“Surprisingly, for over 30 years, 
I thoroughly enjoyed my sacred dance ministry.  Sister 
Sandy and I took many dance workshops at the IHM 
Convent and the ‘Prayer Barn.’  

“Making use of these lessons, I ended up with 
‘liturgical dancers’ at St. John the Baptist Parish Church, 
and also took girls to nursing homes all over the city 
where we danced to Gospel music. 

“Sister Sandy, Sister Breta Gorman, RSM and I also 
did ‘Dances of Peace’ downtown for three years at ‘First 
Night’ on New Year’s Eve.

“Another blessing was promoting devotion to the 
Sacred Heart through Enthronement to the Sacred Heart 
in the Home, Night Adoration, and the Apostolate of 
Suffering.  

“My Bible Prayer Group of 42 years was very special.
“My Mother always prayed that one of her three 

girls would become a Sister.  Betty said, ‘Don’t pray for 
me.’  Pat said, ‘Don’t pray for me.’  I didn’t think that was 
very nice but I never said anything.  My Mother’s prayers 

were answered.  Thank you, thank 
you, Mother!”

Sister Claudia Holtz – 70 Years
“The Lord has led me through 

many wonderful experiences as 
an Ursuline Sister.  I feel extremely 
blessed and thankful for these many 
years.”

Sister Ann Marie McManus – 70 Years
“God has blessed my life 

in many ways through you and 
others, and through the marvelous 
opportunities I’ve had over the 
years.   

“First, I spent 55 years as a 
teacher in the schools and at Rosary 
Care Center. 

“I worked at WGTV-TV Channel 
30 as a technical specialist where 
I gave workshops in schools and wrote curriculum 
and handbooks for using television effectively in the 
classroom.

“I worked alongside the police and boy scouts 
through the Toledo/Lucas County Safety Council, giving 
workshops to kids on bike safety and with senior citizens 
to help keep them safe in their homes.  

“I’ve had a wonderful opportunity to work in 
Washington, DC during President Johnson’s term on the 
student loan program.  I also was a tour guide at the U.S. 
Capitol.  

 “Another venture was working with the Notre 
Dame Sisters at Maria Child Care, caring for and teaching 
infants and preschoolers.  

“All these experiences and the people I’ve met along 
the way are a gift to me that I got from serving others. 

“Yes, God, you have been good to me in many 
ventures.  I have St. Angela to thank.  She would have 
been happy with me. 

“God has given me a gift of life.  I turned 87 years old 
in June.  All I can say is ‘Alleluia.  I am grateful.  Amen.’”

Sister Rita Mae Johns – 65 Years
“I like to reflect on the second petition of The 

Angelus: Behold the Handmaid of the Lord. Be it done 
unto me according to Your word. I believe that God 
called me 65 years ago to be His handmaid in helping to 
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bring His love into the world. And God gave me the gift 
to teach. I hope that I helped to bring my students and 

their families closer to Him in my 49 
years in that ministry. I especially 
found joy in preparing my students 
to receive Sacraments.

“As I recall the events in my life, 
much has happened which I did not 
expect. But, as I look back, I can see 
God’s plan guiding my life through 
all that occurred. Since I retired 
from teaching, I find that I can still 
meet needs in my Community, my 

parish, and the retirement center where I live. And I trust 
that God will continue to call me and guide me until the 
day that He calls me home.”

Sister Maria VanAusdale – 65 Years
“Looking back over 65 years 

of religious life, I am more in touch 
with how God has blessed and 
helped me through these years.  
Each and every day has been a gift 
and full of blessings – too many to 
count.  Some blessings have been 
freely given, some were prayed 
for, some not even aware of, and 
many thankful for.  Every blessing 

I have been given – spiritually, mentally, physically, 
and materially - are gifts from above and I am eternally 
grateful for them.

“Blessings of love, care, kindness, protection, 
intellect, peace, understanding, to name a few, have 
indeed helped me to bless others in my years of 
teaching, helping, and caring for others who touched my 
life in any way.

“One of my daily prayers over the years has been 
asking God to help me to show His love to others by my 
thoughts, my words, and my deeds.  May I always be 
aware of and thankful for His blessings in my life and 
those who come from Him through others.  

“A favorite quote of mine on blessings is from a 
Celtic poet John O’Donohue – ‘A blessing is a circle 
of light drawn around a person to protect, heal and 
strengthen.’

“May we all continue to bless and thank ‘God from 
whom all blessings flow,’ as the song says.”

Sister Nelda Chafitelli – 60 Years
“God has blessed my life in so 

many ways through family, friends, 
community, and associates.  The 
relationships have enriched me with 
love and friendship.

“I have been blessed with 
many gifts that have empowered 
me in all of my ministries (school 
psychologist, supervisor of school 
psychologist, supervisor of spiritual 
directors at Washington Theological Union, Jungian 
psychotherapist, consultant to men and women 
religious orders, spiritual director, pastoral presence, 
Leadership team).  The gifts of faith, hope and love have 
enabled me to be in service to the Divine and the people 
that I encountered through my journey in religious life.  
My heart is full of gratitude for the abundance of grace 
and wisdom that has enlightened my path of service.”

Sister Donna Frey – 60 Years
“Through my various ministries 

as teacher, principal, vocation/
formation director, community 
leadership, and Catholic and 
Ursuline Identity at our high school, 
the common denominator here is all 
about relationships.  Our Gracious 
God has worked through me to 
engage students, parents, faculty/
staff members, Associates, my 

Sisters and other partners in ministry, in sharing the 
life, vision and person of St. Angela Merici.  My journey 
with her started with coming to know about her as our 
foundress, to coming to know and be with her, as my 
companion.

“My vocation began with my parents, learning 
about my faith-life from their example.  My brother 
and sisters shared in this life with me as we grew to 
embrace the life of Jesus and come to know that God 
was essential to our love for each other.  These last sixty 
years have pushed me further in deepening my reliance 
upon God with greater trust, wisdom, compassion and 
appreciation of the wonderful people God has placed in 
my life.

“St. Angela was all about relationships and how to 
maintain God’s presence with each person she met.  My 
prayer and hope is that I am doing the same.  I have tried 
to be open to having God use me in ways that make 
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a difference.  The journey continues in ways I never 
imagined and I pray that God’s love and mercy continue 
to shine upon me and that grace is always available to 
me.”

Sister Carol Reamer – 60 Years
“My thoughts and reflections:
•	 Didn’t realize how much I’ve 

affected others’ lives

•	 Felt overwhelmed by all 
the family and friends who 
celebrated Jubilee with me; 
especially having three of 
my friends from Peru here 
that I lived and worked with for 25 years (Sue, 
Yuli and Kathy)

•	 Grateful for the opportunities in helping people 
learn to sew, learn computers, experiencing 
Healing Touch, as well as my classroom teaching 
in Toledo

•	 Doing everything I could with the kids; making 
people happy made me happy; making a 
difference to anybody wherever I was

•	 Glad to get to Peru, where life for me came 
alive.”

Sister Carol Kronfield – 50 Years
“God has blessed my life 

through every person He has 
placed in my path.  Each has left a 
memorable impact.

“Having a deep passion for 
serving, I worked in a variety of min-
istries.  They had a common thread.  
My mission was to make a differ-
ence, whether in a classroom, busi-
ness office, or healthcare center.  

“God has used me to show compassion when 
someone was hurting, to have extra patience when 
someone was struggling, or simply offer a smile and 
encouragement when someone was sad.

“Through the years, people of all ages have touched 
my life in beautiful ways, some leaving footprints on 
my heart.  I trust I have done the same for others.  I 
continue serving where God leads, and every day holds 
opportunities to make a difference.

“A few years ago, I came across the following quote 
from Maya Angelou:  ‘People will forget what you said, 

people will forget what you did, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel.’”

Sister Sandy Sherman – 50 Years
“On my Jubilee altar is my baby 

picture and another of my parents 
and me in Tiffin before we left 
for Toledo the day I entered the 
community. Mom and Dad were 
examples of presence to others until 
they died. Mom offered a listening 
ear and heart to many and Dad 
helped anyone he saw in need. Both 
of my younger sisters and I grew 
up witnessing the importance of relationship with God 
and the gift of time and presence to others. Dad told me 
that Mom prayed that one of us might answer the call to 
religious life to which she was attracted but not called. 
I feel that God heard Mom’s prayer and whispered it in 
my heart. 

“Educated by Ursulines and Franciscans and 
working alongside Franciscans as a nursing assistant, 
I was witness to how the gifts of time and presence 
were practiced within community and ministry. Many 
of the elders I ministered to became like grandparents 
to me, offering their wisdom. Invited by a classmate, 
I became an active member of SENYARCS (Seneca 
County Youth Association for Retarded Children), and 
learned how those whom others may see as having 
less can love more. Sisters from both communities 
continued to engage but not press me. When offered a 
full scholarship to Mary Manse College, I accepted it. I 
was midway through my sophomore year, when I truly 
caught the charism of Angela. The rest is ‘HIS’ story, in 
which God who has a way of getting each of us to where 
God wants us, called me to the second chapter of my 
own ‘her’ story. 

“In my 51 years as an Ursuline Sister, whether 
teaching grade school or college, ministering to elders, 
serving as Vocation Minister, as a founding member 
of S.T.O.P. (Stop Trafficking of Persons), as co-founder 
of Rahab’s Heart, giving ear as a spiritual director, and 
serving in elected leadership among my sisters, I have 
continued following the witness given me by my parents 
and the Sisters who first invited me to come and be 
among them. As I grow older, the shape of my ministry 
of prayer and presence will necessarily change, but I pray 
that the spirit and charism out of which I gift others will in 
turn be passed on to those whom their lives will touch.”
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The Women Religious Archives Collaborative 
(WRAC) Heritage Center in Cleveland, Ohio, continues 
to make exciting progress as construction advances 
and preparations are underway to welcome archival 
collections from across the country. Among them will 
be the archives of the Ursuline Sisters of Toledo, Ohio. 
With each milestone, WRAC moves closer to creating 
a permanent home that will preserve, protect, and 
share the rich histories of its member congregations for 
generations to come.

To date, more than 45 collections from 
congregations and monasteries throughout the United 
States have committed to being housed at WRAC.  When 
completed, the Heritage Center will have the capacity to 
preserve nearly 75 collections.  

Thanks to favorable early summer weather, 
construction remains on schedule despite losing 
approximately 10 days to winter weather.  Recent 
milestones include completion of the building’s exterior 
sheathing and waterproofing, interior wall framing, 
installation of the backup generator and gas line, and 
the first two layers of roofing.  Masonry work, electrical 
and HVAC installation, fire protection systems, and the 
curtain wall window system continue to move forward.  
WRAC plans to have the building enclosed by the end 
of the summer.  The project remains on schedule for 
completion in Spring 2027 thanks to the dedication 
of the construction team and continued support of 
member congregations, donors and friends.  

The “So the Stories Can Be Told” Capital Campaign 
has secured nearly $24 million in gifts and pledges 
toward its $26 million construction goal.  WRAC is deeply 
grateful to the many donors whose generosity has 

brought the project this far.  With just $2 million left to 
raise, every additional gift will help bring the Heritage 
Center to completion.  

WRAC has also expanded its staff by hiring three 
additional archivists and a part-time audiovisual 
archivist.  These new team members will help process 
and digitize collections while preparing exhibits and 
a companion website that will make these important 
stories accessible to future generations. 

As we celebration this remarkable progress, we 
invite you to help us cross the finish line.  A gift to the 
“So the Stories Can Be Told” Capital Campaign will help 
complete the Heritage Center and ensure the history, 
ministries, and legacy of women religious are preserved 
and shared for generations to come.

Behind the Scenes of the 
Toledo Ursuline Archives

The Toledo Ursulines welcomed the help of  
St. Ursula Academy freshman Adriana Daniel, 
sophomore Luciana Hernandez, and senior Oluwasola 
Fadahunsi to the Archives.  Each student expressed 
interest in history and was eager to complete service 
hours while learning more about the Ursuline 
community.  

Their primary focus included filing and sorting school 
yearbooks, preparing folders for computer data entry, 
pulling medical records from files, and labeling archival 
boxes.  Having young people interested in history is a 
delight to observe.

Adriana was an “elf” at the Sisters’ St. Nick’s party 
in December 2025.  She said she especially enjoyed 

WRAC Heritage Center Construction Continues as
Capital Campaign Nears its Goals
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spending time with the Sisters, talking to them and having the 
opportunity to visit the Convent Offices.

Luciana volunteered because she wanted to explore 
materials related to St. Ursula Academy and learn more about 
the history of the Ursuline Sisters.

Oluwasola joined the Archives team for a short time as part 
of her National Honor Society service requirements.  She was 
also curious to learn what the Archives were all about.

Another archives processor, Sylvia Beck, spent a short time 
organizing and inventorying books.  Sylvia has worked as an 
intern at the University of Toledo processing collections since 
2023.

Pulling the archives together is our loyal and dedicated archives processor, Brandi 
Sharlow, who has been with the Ursulines since 2020.  Brandi says her favorite part of 
being an archivist is “exploring history, learning about the robust history of the Toledo 
Ursulines, and organizing the collection for researchers.”

A quiet campaign to build the Women Religious Archives Collaborative Endowment 
Fund was led by Sisters Sandy Sherman and Donna Frey.  In a relatively short time, they 
inspired generous support from loyal friends of the Ursuline Community, securing both 
immediate gifts and significant three-year pledges totaling approximately $93,000.  

Thank you to all who contributed to the cause the Ursulines believe in wholeheartedly – the repository for their 
memories, history and legacy with Women Religious Archives Collaborative. 

Oluwasola Fadahunsi

Adriana Daniel and 
Luciana Hernandez

Brandi Sharlow

In recent years, St. Ursula Academy has found 
creative ways to utilize available space at the Ursuline 
Center.

The Chapel has hosted Senior Retreat Closings 
and a Junior Academy play, while the Library and part 
of the Dining Room have served as classrooms for a 
business class. The second-floor gathering room held 
a music class. Many first-floor bedrooms are also used 
for storage for Prom, Student Council, Summer Camps, 
STEM, and other school programs.

During the 2025–2026 school year, two Theology 
classes met in 
the Library and 
Dining Room 
to intentionally 
immerse 
students in the 
serene, spiritual 
atmosphere 
created by the 
Ursuline Sisters, 
complementing 
their study of 
theology.

The STEM Club uses a lounge 
for equipment storage and STEM 
competition preparation, and Labre 
prepares meals for people experiencing 
homelessness in the kitchen on Monday evenings of 
alternating months. The Chapel continues to serve as a 
meaningful space for retreat closings.

The Ursuline Sisters continue to use the Chapel for 
liturgies or prayer services in honor of St. Angela,  
St. Ursula and Sacred Heart feast days, as well as 
for other community celebrations. The presence of 

young people in 
the building has 
brought new life 
to the Ursuline 
Center, and the 
Sisters are pleased 
to see it becoming 
a place that fosters 
creativity and 
spirituality while 
expanding the  
St. Ursula Academy 
campus.

Ursuline Center: A Place Where Our Mission Lives On

Students of St. Ursula Academy are utilizing the Ursuline Center for 
during- and after-school activities, including Labre and STEM club.
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In Loving Memory
Sister Joy Gray, OSU, a dedicated educator and 

administrator in the Diocese of Toledo, died June 18, 
2026 at Hospice of Northwest Ohio, Sylvania, Ohio.   

Sister Joy and her family were parishioners at Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, Bono, Ohio.  

Sister Joy graduated from St. Ursula Academy in  
1968. She then entered the Ursuline Convent of the 
Sacred Heart in August of 1968.  Sister Joy earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the former Mary Manse 
College in 1973 and a Master of Science in Education 
degree from University of Dayton in 1983.

Sister Joy spent her entire teaching and principalship 
career in the Diocese of Toledo Catholic schools.  She 
taught at St. Angela Hall in Toledo, St. John the Baptist 
in Point Place, and St. Gerard in Lima.  She then held 
principal positions at St. Rose in Perrysburg and St. John 
the Baptist in Point Place.   

Sister Joy was an active member of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council from 1985 to 1987 and was honored as 
Sister of the Year by the Knights of Columbus in 1993.  

In 1998, she became Director of the 
Ursuline Center, where she served 
until 2011.  She was a member of 
the Ursuline Leadership Team, 
contributing to the community in 
this way on two occasions.  

In giving of her time and 
talents, Sister Joy volunteered 
at the former St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Maumee and served on the Board of 
Trustees for St. Ursula Academy. 

When reflecting on her years of ministry at her 
Golden Jubilee in 2018, Sister Joy said, “Celebrating 
50 years as an Ursuline Sister, I am filled with 
gratitude for the gifts God has given me.  Ministry 
means for me a willingness to be of service, to 
cherish each person and to do all I could to help them 
grow to be the person God wished them to be.”

Friends of the Ursuline Sisters were invited to join the Sisters and Associates for a Liturgy of Thanksgiving in 
celebration of 170 years of the Toledo Ursuline’s foundation.  The Eucharistic liturgy followed by a delicious Italian 
dinner was held on Sunday, November 23, 2025 at St. Ursula Academy.  Rev. Geoff Rose, OSFS served as presider.  

For more than 170 years, the Ursuline Sisters have woven God’s grace, hope and trust into the people, places 
and ministries they have served, in ways no set of photographs could 
ever fully portray.  Today, the Sisters embrace the ministry of prayer 
and presence as blessings of “being” - deepening relationships, making 
meaningful connections, giving hope, and offering one another the gift of 
simply being present.  

A Joyful Celebration of 170 Years
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The Ursuline Sisters are grateful for your generous gifts which help us make a difference in the lives of so many 
– through various ministries and the care of our retired and infirm Sisters.  This list of benefactors includes donations 
received by the Ursuline Convent from August 1, 2025 through July 31, 2026.  If we have omitted your name inadvertently, 
please notify the Ursuline Convent Office, 4045 Indian Road, Toledo, OH  43606 or call (419) 536-9587.  If you donated 
to St. Ursula Academy, your donation is recorded in St. Ursula Academy publications.

We Appreciate Our Benefactors

In Memory Of…

Ursuline Sisters of Toledo

Barb Altenburger
Eric E. Baho
Frances Baldasare
Jan & Judy Baxter
Alean Zeiler Bocik
Janet S. Bosserman
Melissa Bucher
Jean Bugert
Linda Burtch
John D. Carrigan
Denise Conrad
Kathleen Coriden
Constance Cory-Stojic
Richard & Kathryn Donnelly
Nancy L. Farber
Jane E. Smythe Finn
Courtney Hayden
Patricia Heising
Boo Anderson Hensien

Marlene Heringhaus
Rose M. Hermes
Jarrod & Erin Hirschfeld
Rosemary Hiss
Gerald & Jeannine Hoeffel 	
   Foundation 
Lois Hoffman
William & Jo Ann Hoffman
Jill Hoppenjans
Barbara J. Howard
Cornelia B. Huss
Marygene Huth
Margaret M. Johnson
Tana Joy
Kay Kaiser
Patricia Kennedy
Marcia R. Kolbeck
Bonnie Koontz
Frank & Barbara Korhumel

Gary Kronfield
Martha Lause 
Steve & Molly LeBlanc
Celia Lee
Gary & Kayleen Lemont
Mary Patricia Lora
Dr. A. Arthur & Mary M. 	
   Mancini
Dr. Laura L. Manzey
Jeanne McElroy
Karen Meyers
Bill Moore
Barbara Neumann-Scott
Debra A. Paterakis
Elizabeth Perz
Angela S. Polk
Bill & Mary Jane Pridgeon
Richard & Katherine Rajner
Terry Reamer

Jane Rensch
Don & Nanci Riddle
Reverend Daniel Ring
Mary Ann Rode
Karen Rolandelli
Mary Beth Rumer
Elizabeth Russamano
Kate Savage
Joseph & Michelle Scazzero
Thomas & Barbara 	   	
   Schlembach
Clare Schmelzer
Loras & Rosemary Sieve
Sisters of Notre Dame
Sisters of the Precious Blood 
Valeria Sobecki
Judy Sobota
B. J. Stevens
Patricia Strasser

Jean McDowell Summer
Teresa Sun
Terry & Patricia Szyperski
Thomas & Karen Taylor
Regis & Betty Thibault
Diane Trautman
Joy Turner
Stanley & Nancy Turski
Jim & Kitsie Valiton
Paula Verhoff
Lynda Wheat
Martha Wheeler
Catherine Witker
Christine Woodruff
Margaret Wroblewski
Patricia Yannarella

SR. ANGELITA ABAIR
Joan Valentine

LOUISE ANDERSON
Karen Ward Packard

MEGAN ANDERSON
John D. Anderson, Jr.

MARCY ANDREWS
Ruth Mary Westmeyer

SUSANNE J BABB
Brad & Michelle Babb

SR. M. GEORGIANNA BENNER
Penny Steffanni
Norma K. Wang

TOMME BERGMAN
Marie Bergman La Pointe

VIRGINIA BECK BORER, 
SUA ‘30
M. Carolyn Moening

SR. M. BORROMEO
Linda Coleman

MAUREEN GOLDEN BOVEE, 
MMC ‘75
Martha Lause

KATHLEEN BRADLEY
Sr. Maria Van Ausdale

SR. MARY JEAM CRUMB
Dr. Rebecca Roesner

REV. JAMES CRYAN, OSFS
Patricia A. Cryan

SR. MARY JOSEPH DAILEY
Susan Millonig

SR. REGINA MARIE DAILEY
Susan Millonig

JOSEPH & CHADYNE DELL
Paul & Joelle Rose

SR. MARY PATRICK DELL
Paul & Joelle Rose

ART & HARRIET DISTEL
John & Catherine Gase

BARBRA DISTEL
James & Diane Baker

RICHARD & MARY DISTEL
James & Diane Baker

SR. JOAN OF ARC DISTEL
James & Diane Baker
John & Catherine Gase

SR. ST. MARTIN DISTEL
James & Diane Baker
John & Catherine Gase

SR. MARY ANGELA GAIETTO
Doug & Shelly Albright
Debbie Bercher
Paul & Robin Bonfiglio
Vincent & Eileen Gaietto
E. Michael & Kathryn Gaietto
Mr. and Mrs. David & Diane  	
	 Gaietto
Sr. Breta Gorman, RSM
Roger & Shari Hill
Amy Huffman
Marcia R. Kolbeck
Frank & Barbara Korhumel
Ted & Chris Gaietto Lemmon
Karen Meyers
Jim & Judy Miller
John & Valerie Myers
Walter Palicki
Don & Nanci Riddle
Joseph & Michelle Scazzero
Bob & Pat Schilling
Michael Schleter
DeJane Gaietto Shellhart
Chris & Ray Soto

Dr. Judy St. John
Jack & Teri Thourot
Marcia Underbakkee
Sr. Maria VanAusdale
Doris Zirger

TOM GARRETT
Mary Jane Garrett

TOM GARVIN
Don & Nanci Riddle

RICHARD GASE
John & Catherine Gase

FRANK & ESTHER GLAZIER
Sharon Streichert

SR. JOY GRAY
Doug & Shelly Albright
David & Sally Bennett
Debbie Bercher
Mary Ann Bihn
Florence Flanagan
Mary Galvin
Terri Gillen
Gray Kenneth
Nora Kieffer
John & Cathy Klonowski
Marcia Kolbeck
Betty Kontak
Karen Meyers

Jim & Judy Miller
John & Valerie Myers
Leonard & Judy Polcyn
Don & Nanci Riddle
Joseph & Michelle Scazzero
Chris & Ray Soto

NANCY HAENGIWICK
Ronald & Patricia Jardin

SR. STEPHANIE HELFRICH
Tim & Kelly Coleman

SR. MARY ALICE HENKEL
Mary Jo Hanson
Frances G. Hipp

SR. JUSTINE HILL
Tim & Kelly Coleman

GENE HIPP
Frances G. Hipp

MARY GOLDEN HORTON, 
MMC ‘72
Martha Lause 

SR. ANNE MARIE HOWARD
Deborah Hawks

PATRICK JARDIN
Ronald & Patricia Jardin
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In Memory Of… We are grateful to the families of the 
deceased who remembered 
the Ursuline Sisters in their wills.

ESTATE OF PATRICIA RUTH RUSSELL
Estate of Patricia Ruth Russell

SR. FLORA THERESE KELLER
Jacqueline Keller

JUDY KENNEDY
Judy & Philip Kurth

MARY GOLDEN KENNY, 
MMC ‘40
Martha Lause 

ROY & MARTHA KIRSCH
Donna L. Kirsch

SR. MARY JO KOUDELKA
Linda Coleman
Janice Stickles

LISA KRASNIEWSKI
Michael & Margaret 	   	
   Krasniewski

NICK KROCHMALNY
Bonnie Krochmalny

KAREN KIRSCH KUNZ
Kathleen Zmudzinski Gwinn

NANCY OLLIVIER LAMB
Bradley Lamb

SR. JANE CATHERINE 
LAUER
Penny Steffanni
Norma K. Wang

ROSE MARY FORRESTER 
LAWTON
John C. Lawton

LOTOCKY, RESHETYLO, 
CRONIN, AND ROTHE 
FAMILIES 
Ariadna Reshetylo Wall

MOTHER JOHN BAPTIST 
MACELWANE
Stephen & Mary Pero

SR. PERPETUA 
MACELWANE
Stephen & Mary Pero

JOEY GERHART 
MAGNUSON
Doris Powell

SR. LELIA MAHONEY
Joan Tunberg

PATRICIA MONAGHAN MAIA
Mary L. Morrette

SR. MARGARET MANION
Susan Millonig

MARY MANSE CLASS OF 
1960
Margaret Wroblewski

SUSAN MASON
Ruth Mary Westmeyer

SR. CLARENCE MATTHEWS
Denise M. McHue
Joan Ehret Meehan

SR. MARY ALICE MCGILL
Elizabeth Raker

DR. & MRS. DONALD 
MCGRATH
Madonna McGrath

JIM MEREDITH
Mireille Lambert

LARRY MEYERS
Debbie Bercher
Douglas & Mary Kay Bieber
Marianne Hassen
Scott & Ellen Ickes
Mark & Pamela Kunesh
Leo R. & Lois Manion
John & Valerie Myers
Don & Nanci Riddle
Joseph & Michelle Scazzero
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Smith
Chris & Ray Soto
Jack & Teri Thourot

HELGA MIHALEK
Milan Mihalek

SR. JOHN FRANCIS MOORE
William & Nancy Kennelly

MOTHER URSULA GRAHAM, 
OSU
Jovita Harrah

SR. HELEN RITA MURPHY
Marna Adamian

MY PARENTS & SIBLINGS
Anna Moore

SR. MARY ELLEN NAGLE
Michael & Carol Anderson
Frances G. Hipp

JOYCE WELCH NIMICK, 
MMC ‘67
Linda Coleman

SR. MAURA O’BRIEN
Marna Adamian
Judy & Philip Kurth

SALLY O’CONNELL, MMC ‘55
Linda Coleman
Joan A. Hill

FRANK & DOROTHY 
OSWALD
Cindy Losey

SR. KATHLEEN PADDEN
Marilyn R. Jensen
Patricia Lees

LOIS QUINN
Dan Quinn

SR. CHARLOTTE RITA RILEY
John & Sue Riley

SR. FRANCIS ASSISI 
RIMELSPACH
Janet Reichert

BETH BURGIE RINNGER
Ronald & Patricia Jardin

SR. BONAVENTURE SMITH
Diane R. Bouillon

SR. M. CAROLINE SMITH
Linda Coleman
Peg Weis

SR. KENWYN STEGER
Jane Steger

RONALD STREICHERT
Sharon Streichert

TALPOS FAMILY
Nanci Murdock

THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE
Ariadna Reshetylo Wall

SR. MARIE THERESE
Barb Schmiedebusch

URSULINE SISTERS
Holly Martens

STEVE VERHOFF
Paula Verhoff

ROSEMARY DURIVAGE 
VOGLEWEDE
Mary S. Estes

MR. & MRS. JAMES WARD
Karen Ward Packard

SR. MARY ESTELLE 
WARNEMENT
Tom & Anne Hummer

SR. MARGARET WELTER
Deborah Hawks

MR. & MRS. STEVE 
WESTMEYER
Ruth Mary (Cookie) Westmeyer

MR. & MRS. WALTER 
WESTMEYER
Ruth Mary (Cookie) Westmeyer

PAUL WESTMEYER
Ruth Mary (Cookie) Westmeyer

SR. FRANCES CLARE 
WESTMEYER
Ruth Mary (Cookie) Westmeyer

BERNETA DURIVAGE 
WHELAN
Mary S. Estes

REV. ROBERT WILHELM
Margaret Maziarz

SR. MARY LAWRENCE 
WILSON
Janice Stickles
Ariadna Reshetylo Wall

TOLEDO URSULINE 
SISTERS
Chris & Ray Soto

MARY & RAY YARTON
Judy Kilian

ROBERT ZANKL
Ruth Mary (Cookie) Westmeyer

JOHN & AGNES ZIEGER
James & Diane Baker

“Be joyous, and always act of out charity, 
with faith and hope in God.”

St. Angela Merici, Primitive Rule
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In Honor Of…

2026 JUBILARIANS
Debbie Bercher
Colette K. Egner
Mary Galvin
Mireille Lambert
Karen Meyers
Milan Mihalek
Jim & Judy Miller
John & Valerie Myers
Leonard & Judy Polcyn
Thomas Reid
Mary Beth Rumer
Dr. Judy St. John
Jack & Teri Thourot
Ursulines Sisters of Cincinnati

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
GRADUATING FROM MMC
Lynne Eisenman

SUE BARROW
Michele Dziengelewski 	
   Scherzinger

SR. MARGARET ANNE 
CARSTENSEN
Debbie Bercher
John & Cathy Klonowski

Frank & Barbara Korhumel
Allison Maiden

SR. NELDA CHAFITELLI
Colette K. Egner
Dennis & Joan Tobias

SR. DONNA FREY
Tim & Kelly Coleman
Ruth Scott
Steve & Janet Shutt

SR. DONNA FREY 60TH 
JUBILEE
Linda Coleman
Mike & Kathy Runion

JANE GROVER
Michele Dziengelewski 	
   Scherzinger

HEMARZ
Eileen Lawton

SR. RITA MAE JOHNS
John & Catherine Gase
Dennis Johns

MARY MANSE CLASS OF 
1965
Susan Duff
Lynette Francis
Barbara Hay
Marlene Kleman
Jacqueline M. Konwinski
Barbara Laird
Jane Leimeister
Martha McKenzie
Janice Schiel
Sharon Snyder

MARY MANSE CLASS OF 
1967
Linda Coleman
Rose M. Mesenburg

MARY MANSE CLASS OF 
1969
Patricia Mouch

MARY MANSE CLASS OF 
1970
Barb Altenburger
Chris Ankenbrandt
Mary Ann Quilter Cervantes
Mary Jane Kasuga

Angela Barone Katz
Marie F. Miller
Sharon Miller
Gretchen Roeth
Patricia Shaw
Penny Steffanni
Jayne A. Swemba
Terry & Patricia Szyperski

SR. NANCY MATHIAS
Linda Coleman

SR. COLETTA MC ALLISTER
Coletta Allen
Denise M. McHue

SR. ANN MARIE MC MANUS 
JUBILEE
Linda Coleman

KATHLEEN MORROW
Amy Good

JACKIE REVILLA
Michele Dziengelewski 	
   Scherzinger

SR. SANDRA SHERMAN
Linda Coleman
Stuart & Denise Cubbon
John & Catherine Gase
Lois A. Studer

SR. SANDRA SHERMAN 
JUBILEE
Steven & Dena Schreiner

ANGEL SMALE
Nanci Murdock

SR. REGINA SMITH
Diane R. Bouillon

ST. URSULA CLASS OF 1987
Elizabeth & Scott Claus

TOLEDO URSULINE SISTERS
Mari-Lou Beining
Linda Coleman
Holly Martens

URSULINES 170TH 
ANNIVERSARY
Sisters of St. Francis Sisters 
of Tiffin

The Ursuline Sisters and Associates are grateful 
to all who participated in the Catholic Sisters 
Week Food Drive on March 13, 2026 at Walt 
Churchill’s Market and at the Ursuline Convent 
Offices. Sisters and supporters collected 8,845 
pounds of non-perishable food items and more 
than $5,000 in monetary donations to support 
the Toledo SeaGate Food Bank. The food bank 
says that every dollar will provide 4 pounds 
of food, bringing the total poundage of food 
collected to 28,845. Toledo SeaGate Food Bank supplies food at no cost 
to more than 400 pantries and programs throughout Northwest Ohio to 
supplement their inventories, including many Catholic parish food banks. 

The Catholic Sisters Week Food Drive was a collaborative effort!  
Participating in this year’s Food Drive were the Ursuline Sisters, Sisters 
of Notre Dame of the United States, Sisters of Mercy of Alma, Sylvania 
Franciscan Sisters, Tiffin Franciscan Sisters, Mercedarian Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, and the Sisters of the Visitation. 

Your contribution to this worthy project has blessed countless families in 
our community.  Thank you!

Catholic Sisters Week Food Drive 
Makes Huge Community Impact

Mary Manse Alumni 
Prayer Service 

& Luncheon

Sunday, October 4, 2026 
beginning at noon

The Pinnacle
*note new time and location*  

For more information, 
contact the 

Ursuline Convent Office at 
419-536-9587. 
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1st Prize
Allison Kwasniak

(ticket purchased by Donna Welch O’Connell, MMC ‘66)

2nd Prize
Carolyn Mack Maraldo, SUA ‘56

3rd Prize
Janet Stanford Bosserman, SUA ‘70

Thank you to all who helped make the 
Cherry Blossom Festa Raffle 

a success!

URSULINE
CherryBlossom
FESTA RAFFLE WINNERS

Summer Sweetness!
The Ursuline Sisters and Associates 
hosted its annual Summer Luncheon 
and Ice Cream Social on July 29, 2026.  
Sandwiches, fruit and veges, and plenty 
of delicious ice cream with a wide variety 
of toppings were shared.  The Summer 
Luncheon was a perfect opportunity 
for Sisters and Associates to gather in 
fellowship and reconnect as a community.  
A “sweet” time was had by all!


