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Sunday Services	 See Church Calendar (middle pages)  
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Please submit items to portisheadparishmageditors@gmail.com  

or hand in to the Church Office. Please mention the Parish Magazine when contacting any 
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As I write this, I have just returned after a three-month sabbatical very grateful 
for the gift of time and space to stop, breathe and reflect. You are likely reading 
this as the church is about to celebrate harvest, that time of year when we 
remember the good things God gives us and the beautiful world we live in. 

Part of my sabbatical included a guided retreat at St Beuno’s. Much of the 
retreat was spent in silence. Each day I met with a guide who suggested things 
to read, reflect on and pray about. There was beautiful countryside to explore, 
and plenty of opportunities to walk. And I found a bench on which, every 
morning, I would sit with a coffee reading my Bible, writing in my journal and 
simply being still.

One particular Bible story became important to me during this time: Moses 
and the burning bush. Moses is tending his father-in-law’s sheep when he 
notices something extraordinary. A bush is on fire, yet it isn’t being consumed. 
Moses says, ‘I must turn aside to see why the bush is not burned up.’

That phrase stopped me: ‘I must turn aside to see’. The story goes on to 
say that when God saw Moses had turned aside, God called to him from the 
bush. Moses had to stop. He had to turn aside. Only then did he hear the call. 
It made me wonder how often we miss things simply because we are too busy 
to stop and look.

I’m reminded of walking somewhere with my children and becoming 
frustrated because they are falling behind. But usually they haven’t stopped 
for no reason. They’ve noticed something: an insect, a flower, a bird, something 
interesting on the ground. They have stopped to look. Meanwhile, I’m focused 
on getting somewhere.

Perhaps life can be like that too. We can become so focused on where we 
are going, what we need to achieve and what comes next that we fail to notice 
what is happening around us. For people of faith, those interruptions may 
sometimes be invitations from God. For others, they might simply be moments 
that invite us to pause, reflect and pay attention. The unexpected conversation. 
The person we keep bumping into. The question that won’t go away. The 
beautiful thing we suddenly notice. What if, sometimes, these moments are 
worth turning aside for? Perhaps we don’t always need to hurry on but to stop, 
look and listen.

So wherever you find yourself today, take a moment to turn aside. Put down 
the phone. Slow down the pace. Notice what is around you. Pay attention 
to the person in front of you or to be thankful for the beautiful world around 
you. And who knows? Perhaps, when we stop long enough to look, we might 
discover that there is more going on than we first realised. Perhaps we might 
even discover that God has been there all along.

Mark

A Letter from Mark
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Copy date for the November edition is Friday 16 October

Contributions to the parish magazine can be emailed to 
portisheadparishmageditors@gmail.com
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For those unable to get to St Peter’s to see 
the remarkable cardboard replica of the church – 
here is a photograph taken at the Summer Show.  
It doesn’t do the model justice but it was the 
most wonderful way to represent the plight of 
St Peter’s to the wider community of Portishead 
and gather the data we need to support grant 
applications.  We even took the model ‘on tour’ 
for a day to the library where we had the chance 
to speak to more people. 

In the end, over 1,000 people completed 
either the online or the paper survey.  Our 
analysis has been based on 558 online responses 
and 435 paper responses.    The conclusions 
drawn confirm that there is overwhelming 

support for the church bells (96%) and St Peter’s as a part of Portishead and its 
heritage (97%).   

The age distribution of those taking part in the survey leant heavily towards the 
older members of the community but there was still a majority of respondents 
under the age of 65 (59%).   

75% of participants were aware that St Peter’s was open 
every day and 47% of participants had visited for some peace 
and quiet.  There was a strong association between those 
attending services and also visiting the church for peace 
and quiet;   53% of those attending services had visited the 
church for peace and quiet and 23% of those who had not 
attended services visited for the peace and quiet.     

Another question asked participants if they had attended 
church for events other than services.  25% of those who had 
attended things like coffee mornings and concerts had not attended any church 
services which shows that St Peter’s is providing a venue and activities for the 
enjoyment of the community who would not normally engage with church.   

These results will be used to inform our grant applications and will strengthen 
our assertion that the church needs to be repaired for the benefit of the whole 
community and not just the regular church goers.    There’s a lot of hard work 
ahead of us but it is very encouraging to have actual statistics to support what 
we have always thought was true …..St Peter’s church is loved and valued as part 
of Portishead’s heritage and important to the whole community of Portishead.  

If anyone would like to see a full copy of the survey results please email me, 
claireinportishead@gmail.com     

With faith and prayer, anything is possible (Matt 21:22)

Let’s Crack This Together Survey
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Marine View Office Park, Unit 2D, First Floor,  
44 Martingale Way, Portishead, BS20 7AW
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Revd Tonya will be loitering most weeks in a café in Portishead. Should 
you have something pastoral you’d like to discuss or just to say hello, why 
not drop by.

Pastoral Care

Dates & time for October:
Wednesday 7th 	 10.15am - 11.45am
Wednesday 14th 	 10.15am - 11.45am
Wednesday 21st 	 10.15am - 11.45am 

Venue: The Port, 3 The Precinct, Bristol BS20 6AH 
Or you could contact her on: 01275 840016/07341328682
pastorportishead@outlook.com 

In the last 2 or 3 years we have developed a practice of holding three 
Quiet Mornings each year. These have attracted a loyal following with those 
attending appreciating the opportunity to have a few short reflections 
followed by time and space to be quiet. Some suggestions are given 
about how these may be used with advice about different ways of praying. 
Art materials are provided for those who would like to be creative, there 
is outside space available in The Glade at Chaplains Wood behind St 
Nicholas’, tea and coffee are on tap and you are welcome to bring a book, 
music to listen to on headphones or some knitting if you would like to.
It is a great way to use a short period of time to reset, think and pray.
Our next Quiet Morning will be: 
Encounters on the Road
Saturday 17th October 10.00am-1.00pm at St Nicholas on Nore Road

So many stories in scripture tell us of people having profound encounters 
with God and others while they were on the way somewhere. We will look 
at a few of those stories and see what lessons they hold for us today. Rob 
will offer some reflections and there will be time to be quiet and pray as 
well as coffee and tea on tap.

Quiet Mornings at St Nicholas’ 
Church
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Church Calendar Please use this as a focus for prayer this 
month. Please note that the churches may be in use at other times so check the website 
and notice sheet for up-to-date details and changes.

Mon 28th	 7.15am	 Monday Prayer - online
Tues 29th	 9.00am	 Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 30th	 9.00am	 Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 1st		  ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website, 

YouTube and Facebook
		 6.45am 	 Morning Prayer – online
		 10.30am 	 Midweek Communion (MU) at St Peter’s Church
		 10.40am	 Midweek Church Coffee - online
		 2.00pm	 Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
Fri 2nd	 10.30am	 Table Talk at Portishead Library
Sat 3rd	 10.00am	 Decorate St Peter’s for Harvest Festival
		 12.45pm	 Harvest Lunch in St. Peter’s Church

Sunday 4th Oct – Harvest Festival / Let’s Crack This Together    
Deuteronomy 8.7-18;  2 Corinthians 9.6-15;  Matthew 21.33-46

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s Church 
9.30am Morning Worship at St Nicholas’ Church 

9.45am The 9.45 at St Peter’s Church 
To attend via link - https://youtube.com/live/o9_mhrY-S5g?feature=share

11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church 
Mon5th	 7.15am	 Monday Prayer - online
Tues 6th	 9.00am	 Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 7th	 9.00am	 Morning Prayer - online
		 2.30pm	 Craft and Prayer Afternoon, St. Peters Church (ends 4.30pm)
Thurs 8th		  ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website, 

YouTube and Facebook
		 6.45am 	 Morning Prayer – online
		 10.30am 	 Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
		 10.40am	 Midweek Church Coffee - online
		 2.00pm	 Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church 
Sat 10th	 10.00am	 St Peter’s Church Tidy Up
		 10.30am	 LLADS at St Barnabas Centre
		 7.30pm	 Climate Emergency Film – St Peter’s Church

Sunday 11th Oct – Trinity 19 / Creationtide   
Exodus 32.1-14; Philippians 4.1-9; Matthew 22.1-14 

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 with Communion at St Peter’s Church 

11.30am Morning Worship at St Peter’s Church
2.00pm The Gathering at St Peter’s School    

Mon 12th	 7.15am	 Monday Prayer - online
Tues 13th	 9.00am	 Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
		 2.00pm	 Bereavement Support Group – St Nicholas’ Church
Wed 14th	 9.00pm	 Morning Prayer – online
Thurs 15th		  ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website, 

YouTube and Facebook
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		 6.45am 	 Morning Prayer – online
		 10.30am 	 Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
		 10.40am	 Midweek Church Coffee - online
		 2.00pm	 Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
Sat 17th	 10.00am	 Quiet Morning – St Nicholas’ Church 

Sunday 18th Oct – Trinity 20 / Creationtide / St Luke
Isaiah 35.3-6 2 Timothy 4.5-17 Luke 10.1-9

8am Holy Communion at St Peter’s Church (Isaiah and Luke)
9.15 for 9.30am Café Church in the Lighthouse at St Nicholas’ Church

9.45am The 9.45 Special at St Peter’s Church 
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church

6.00pm Evensong at St Peter’s Church
Psalm 103.1-5;  Isaiah 61.1-6;  Colossians 4.7-18

Mon 19th	 7.15am	 Morning Prayer - online
Tues 20th	 9.00am	 Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 21st	 9.00am	 Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 22nd		  ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website, 

YouTube and Facebook
		 6.45am 	 Morning Prayer – online
		 10.30am 	 Midweek Communion (MU) at St Peter’s Church
		 10.40am	 Midweek Church Coffee - online
		 2.00pm	 Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
		 2.30pm	 Mothers’ Union at St Peter’s Church

Sunday 25th Oct – Last After Trinity / Creationtide / Bible Sunday
Deuteronomy 34.1-12 1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 Matthew 22.34-46

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 with Communion at St Peter’s Church

11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church 
4.00pm All Souls Service at St Peter’s Church

Mon 26th	 7.15am	 Monday Prayer - online
Tues 27th	 9.00am	 Refresh, Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
		 10.30am	 Lighthouse Carers Group at St Nicholas’ Church
Weds 28th	 9.00am	 Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 29th		  ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website, 

YouTube and Facebook
		 6.45am 	 Morning Prayer – online
		 10.30am 	 Midweek Communion (MU) at St Peter’s Church
		 10.40am	 Midweek Church Coffee - online
		 2.00pm	 Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
Sat 31st	 7.00pm	 Pub Quiz in St Peter’s Church

Funerals:		 Pauline Crane 5 August in St. Peter’s Church

Baptisms:	 Lando Booth 13 September in St. Peter’s Church

From the Church Registers
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St Peter’s Church - A relaxed morning of tidying, crafting, gardening and 
caring for our shared space. There’ll be jobs for all the family - from little 
hands to grown up helpers. Whether you fancy sweeping, dusting, cutting 
out craft shapes, litter picking, or pulling a few weeds, every small job helps 
keep St Peter’s looking its best.

And of course… coffee, cake - bring your duster, your garden tools, your 
creativity, and the whole family - everyone’s welcome.

St Nicholas Church are also having  a Clean Up Day on 10th October 
from 10-12am. Tea, Coffee and Biscuits provided. Also we are in need of at 
least one person to join the cleaning team. Please can you spare 1 hour per 
month to help? Please contact Diane Yeoman (07891 401723) who will be 
very pleased to speak to you about either!

Churches Tidy Up on Saturday 10 October 
10am-12pm 

If you would like a printed version of the magazine delivered to  
your house, please contact the office on 

office@portisheadparish.co.uk or 01275 846230
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Volunteers from Martha’s Kitchen will be in the Impero Lounge on the 
following Tuesdays, 8.00–9.30am. Children can stop by on their way to 
school for a FREE breakfast of cereal and toast, while parents can enjoy an 
early-morning hot drink. Volunteers will also be available to issue foodbank 
vouchers .

Planning for this year’s Star Trail is well under way, and 
we are looking forward to another exciting opportunity 
to tell the story of the birth of Jesus in a powerful, multi-
sensory way.

The crucial dates for your diary are:
Refresher Training sessions are booked for Wed 11th Nov at 7.30pm and 
Saturday 14th Nov at 10.30am – St Peter’s Church.

Set up between Fri 20th to 22nd November.

Star Trail goes live for schools Monday 23rd to Friday 27th Nov.

Two Public sessions are Wed 25th Nov from 6 – 7.30pm and Saturday 28th 
from 10.00 to 11.30 am.

Take down from 1.00pm Saturday 28th Nov.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED DURING THIS WEEK.

We will be contacting all those who usually participate in Star Trail, but we 
need more volunteers.  There are many roles, from acting to biscuit makers.

All roles are scripted and training is given.

If you would like to be involved or would like to know more, please give me 
a call – Graham on 07751465764, or speak to any of the clergy team and 
they will pass your details on.

Martha’s Kitchen @ Impero Lounge 

Star Trail ‘26

Dates for October:
•	 Tuesday 6th, 13th and 20th

Venue: Impero Lounge 60 High St, BS20 6EH, Portishead, UK
For more information, contact: Revd Lindsay: 07483 932608.   
Email: Pioneer@portisheadparish.co.uk



14

Portishead Parish Magazine

Setting Sail is our very own home-grown course 
for those exploring faith and how faith might help us 
better enjoy the adventure of living. It is for people 
– who have little or no Christian experience or have been going to church 
for years and have some important questions that they would like to think 
about more deeply. Setting Sail consists of 5 sessions where we start with 
our experience of the world we live in and see what the wisdom of Jesus and 
the Christian tradition may have to say about that. We start from the belief 
that God is at work in the world and longs for us to bring our questions and 
uncertainties as well as our joys. Come and join us as we cast off and try out 
tools to help us navigate this adventure of life. 

Setting Sail has usually taken place in an evening, but this autumn we are 
offering it on a Wednesday afternoon. 

Contact Rob on 01275 846592 / rector@portisheadparish.co.uk for more 
information and to book your place

Setting Sail – 5 weeks on Wednesdays at 2.00pm 
at The Rectory starting on November 11th

Harvest Lunch
Saturday 3rd October 12.45pm

Where:	  
St. Peters Church

What: 
A simple of lunch of 
warming soup and 
nourishing bread

Cost: 
Donations to the 
Harvest Appeal, 
supporting the charity  
Ripple Effect

Come & be waited upon by the parish’s pastoral assistants in the beautiful 
surroundings of St. Peters Church
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Cruse Bereavement 
Support Meetings 2026

The ‘Walk and Talk’ meeting starts outside Waitrose on Thursday 8 
October at 10:00am for one hour’s guided walk in Portishead.  Please contact 
cruseclevedonyvette@gmail.com with your contact details if wishing to join for 
the first time.

This month’s ‘Drop in’ meeting is on Thursday 29 October at the Methodist 
Church Community Hub from 10:00am to 12:00 noon. Many people find 
meeting up with others who are facing similar situations very supportive.  
Trained Bereavement Volunteers are available and refreshments are provided.
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The Portishead Macular Support Group meet on the last Thursday of 
the month in The Folk Hall from 2 - 4pm. The group is open to everyone 
who suffers from Macular Degeneration to enable them to be able to get 
together with others in the same position so they don’t feel so alone and 
try to make life easier. 

We make new members very welcome. 
For further information please phone Hazel on 01275 845238.

Macular Support Group

All proceeds to local good causes

For more information: 01275 846230  
cafe@portisheadparish.co.uk

Open every Thursday  
2.00pm - 4.00pm

and if you feel you need it:  
a listening ear

	» delicious home made cakes
	» a place to meet up with friends
	» a community hub & information point
	» a space and time you can help shape
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Raindrops fall softly on your face,
Kneeling by the gravestone

In this special place.
Here, where the ivy climbs

Laden with bees
Raindrops fall softly on your face.

Gently you lay cornflowers by the stone.
You thought to come here all alone.

But I took your hand.
Quietly we wandered here,

Sharing the grief.
Raindrops fall softly on your face.

I shelter in the porch.
Coolness and dampness chill me as I wait

Watching
Raindrops fall softly on your face.

Cornflowers welcome the bees
Midnight blue, they waver in the breeze.

I shall remember them and this special place
And how the

Raindrops fell softly on your face.                    

Andrea Renwick

A Special  
Place
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Saturday 7th November at 10.00am - Tidy Up at St Peter’s Church

Saturday 7th November at 7.00pm - Confirmation Service in Wells 
Cathedral

Wednesday 11th November at 2.00pm Setting Sail at The Rectory begins

Sunday 22nd November at 10.30am - St Nicholas’ Patronal Festival

Monday 23rd - Saturday 28th November - Star Trail at St Peter’s Church

Wednesday 2nd December 2.30pm – 4pm – Prayer and Craft in St Peter’s 
Church

Sunday 6th December – Christingle Services at 3.00pm and 5.00pm in St 
Peter’s Church

Sunday 20th December – Carol Services

Monday 18th – Monday 25th January – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Looking Ahead Dates - November 2026 - 
January 2027

St Peter’s Church, Portishead

Sunday 18th 
October
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It pays to advertise –  
but we need proof!

Dear reader, If you purchase 
goods or services  

as a result of advertising in  
this magazine,  

please tell the vendor!




