Portishead Parish
Magazine

\ | Portishead Church of England
C;rom/in? & C;aing; /n God't Love

June 2026 £1



Portishead Parish Magazine

Portishead Church of England - St Peter’s & St Nicholas’ Churches
in partnership with St Peter’s C of E and Trinity Anglican-Methodist Schools

Team Rector The Reverend Rob Eastwood Dewing
2 Brambling Lane, Portishead BS20 7NN
846592 - rector@portisheadparish.co.uk
Team Pastor The Reverend Tonya Nixon
840016 - 07341 328682
pastorportishead@outlook.com
Team Pilgrim The Reverend Mark Fuller
25 Lambourne Way, Portishead, BS20 7LQ
0776 631 0509 - pilgrim@portisheadparish.co.uk
Team Pioneer The Reverend Lindsay Smith - 07483 932608
8 Clevedon Rd. North Weston BS20 6TA
pioneer@portisheadparish.co.uk
Safeguarding The Rector (contact details as above),
Sarah Stevens and Linda Taylor
safeguarding@portisheadparish.co.uk

Church Office St Barnabas Centre, West Hill, BS20 6LN
846230 - office@portisheadparish.co.uk
Parish website www.portisheadparish.co.uk B Portishead Church of England
Church Wardens John Knightbridge - 843113
Kathryn Phillips - 07834 097595
PCC Secretary Natanya Alder - 07872 047651
St Peter’s School Head Teacher: Catrin Battista - 843142
www.st-peters.n-somerset.sch.uk
Trinity School Headteacher Claire Howell - 397710

www.trinityprimaryschool.co.uk

For initial enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Banns and other special services
please contact the Church Office.

Sunday Services See Church Calendar (middle pages)
or check the website calendar

We welcome contributions to our parish magazine.
Please submit items to portisheadparishmageditors@gmail.com
or hand in to the Church Office. Please mention the Parish Magazine when contacting any
of the advertisers.

2




June 2026

A letter from Simon

Marmite

This month sees the start of the
104 games of the men’s football
World Cup in Mexico, USA and
Canada. Football is a bit like
Marmite in that it divides people. If
it fills you with dread, then you're in
accord with the puritan preachers of
the 16" century. They felt there was
too much violence in matches. You
may be aware, however, that many
of the older football clubs in the UK
started due, in part, to influence
from local churches. The word fan
is short for ‘fanatic’, a word laden
with connotations. One unintended
dark side to the World Cup is that
incidences of domestic violence will,
doubtless, rise.

Sociologists tell us about
‘collective effervescence’. This is
the bond that fans (and players)
have due to a common interest,
even if they don’t know each other.
This idea, that we can be part of
something bigger that can transform
lives, sounds a lot like religion.
Why not, this year, try to find out
something about Christians in one
or more of the World Cup countries?
England play Croatia, Ghana and
Panama in the group stages so that
might be a good starting place.

Five countries that are
participating are in the "top’ twenty-
five countries that persecute
Christians. Can you find out which
they are and pray for churches
there?

Here's a bit of a challenge. If you
are one of the estimated 3.5 billion
football fans in the world, do you
speak as enthusiastically about your
faith or about church? If you buy
tickets to matches or subscribe to
channels so you can watch football,
how does that compare to your
giving to church or charity?

“Lord of all the nations, who
played the cosmos into being,
guide, guard and protect all who
work or play in the World Cup. May
all find in this competition a source
of celebration, an experience of
common humanity and a growing
attitude of generous sportsmanship
to others. Amen”

| trust that you will be happy
watching lots of football or happy
because you're managing to avoid
it! God bless.

Simon
Lay Reader

Copy date for the July edition is Friday 12 June
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From the Church Registers

Weddings: 14 June Catherine Edwards and Ryan Newcomb -
St Peter's Church

27 June Martin Avery and Laura McGhee -
St Nicholas’ Church

Baptisms: 7 June - Luna Louise Adams,
Ethan Willams (ADULT), Morgan Rosevear (ADULT),
Charlotte Antonia Gaunt, Thomas Matthew Gaunt

21 June - Finley Williams Matthews

Pastoral Care

Revd Tonya will be loitering most weeks in a café in Portishead. Should
you have something pastoral you'd like to discuss or just to say hello, why
not drop by.

Dates & time for June:

Wednesday 10t 10.15am - 11.45am
Wednesday 17t 10.15am - 11.45am
Wednesday 24t 10.15am - 11.45am

Venue: The Port, 3 The Precinct, Bristol BS20 6AH

Or you could contact her on: 01275 840016/07341328682
pastorportishead@outlook.com

Martha’s Kitchen @ Impero Lounge!

Volunteers from Martha’s Kitchen will be in the Impero Lounge, on the
following Tuesdays. Children can stop by on their way to school for a FREE
breakfast of cereals and toast, while parents can enjoy an early morning
coffee and chat. Volunteers will also be available to issue foodbank vouchers
and lunch bag Vouchers.

Dates & times for June:
o 2nd gth 14t 23th 30t - 3]| 8.00-9.30 am
Venue: Impero Lounge 60 High St, BS20 6EH, Portishead, UK

For more information, contact: Revd Lindsay: 07483 932608.
Email: Pioneer@portisheadparish.co.uk
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Celebrating our Volunteers

Where would we be without our volunteers?

The first week in June is National Volunteers E;g

Week, which is described as ‘a UK-wide

celebration recognising the contribution of OLUNTEERS’
volunteers’. This is an opportunity to say a big WEEK

‘thank you'’ to all those that enable Portishead

Church of England to be all that it is.

Over 140 people in our churches provide such valuable support.
Volunteering roles range from cleaning, gardening, flower arranging, book
keeping, driving ,cake and coffee making, leading prayers, tech support,
helping our young people’s groups, singing, playing instruments, reading
the lesson, brass rubbing, minute taking, Martha’s kitchen, Open the Book-
the list could go on!... Some roles are more visible ,such as those serving on
our PCC and Action Groups, our Church Wardens and Lay Readers. Others
are unseen but no less vital to our church and all show a real dedication and
commitment to service.

You know who you are - THANK YOU!

If you would like to join in, please contact the Church Office 01275
846230 office@portisheadparish.co.uk

Annual Parish Church Meeting
Elections

The following were elected at the Annual Parish Church Meeting held on
26" April 2026.

Church Wardens:- Kathryn Phillips and John Knightbridge
Deputy Wardens:- Olwyn Kiero Watson, Jennie McDuff, Diane Yeoman.
Assistant Wardens:- Sue Giles, Chris Harries

PCC members:- Graham Fiddler, Andrew Halestrap, Sarah Stevens,
Pearl Walker.

Deanery Synod Representatives:- Olwyn Kiero Watson,
Sylvia Knightbridge, Tony Stubbs.
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How to give advice

Over the last few years, | have attended a lot of training, ranging from
safeguarding, first aid, food hygiene and many things in between. But now
and then, you attend something that genuinely opens your eyes. Recently,
| joined a training session run by Citizens Advice, and it did exactly that.
| knew the organisation was helpful. | didn’t realise how much they can
transform people’s lives.

We were shown a few figures that stopped the whole room in its tracks.
For every £1 spent on Citizens Advice, people receive £13.48 in benefits.
Over just one year, their work saved public services £783 million. And
their overall value to society? A staggering £5.3 billion. It's an amazing
organisation that quietly and steadily gives people hope and a chance to
move out of debt and into a place of stability.

What was really brought home during the training was just how much
damage we can do by giving well-intentioned bad advice, whether by
sharing our own personal experience or, even worse, someone else’s.

Their website is a treasure trove of clear, reliable information, and it's
always worth checking before sharing a pearl of wisdom that we believe is
correct. Another plus: we have a local Citizens Advice drop-in at the Folk
Hall every Friday, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. No appointment needed, just friendly
expertise when people need it most.

Both links are below — please do take a look. You never know when this
knowledge might help someone in our parish.

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk https://nscab.org.uk.
Lindsay

Macular Support Group

The Portishead Macular Support Group meet on the last Thursday of
the month in The Folk Hall from 2 - 4pm. The group is open to everyone
who suffers from Macular Degeneration to enable them to be able to get
together with others in the same position so they don't feel so alone and
try to make life easier.

We make new members very welcome.

For further information please phone Hazel on 01275 845238.

Contributions to the magazine can be emailed to

portisheadparishmageditors@gmail.com
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A Special Concert With Our
New Piano

On the evening of 25" April, a nearly full St Nicholas Church played host
to a concert celebrating a very special arrival in the parish: the new Kawai
electric piano, with a demonstration of its amazing versatility. You want the
sound (well, nearly) of a concert grand? Or a harpsichord? Harp? Guitar? No
problem, all available as required. The concert was organised by Paul and
Rosemary Reid who have already contributed so much to the musical life
of the parish and on this occasion enhanced it further with their daughter
Helen, who is a professional pianist on the international recital circuit, and
their granddaughter Willow Baines, a chorister at Bristol Cathedral who
came to sing two solos. As at previous concerts, a women's chorus and
men’s chorus were drawn from members of the choirs of St Peter’s and St
Nicolas Churches and Portishead Choral Society.

Helen led the programme with a dazzling performance of three works by
Debussy, which was followed by a Handel sonata for treble recorder (played
by Paul) and harpsichord setting (played by Rosemary). There seemed
no end to the versatility on offer, as the ladies’ choir sang two beautiful
Moravian folk songs (new to most of us) set by Dvorak, and Paul sang two
Shakespeare songs by Gerald Finzi. More piano works by Chopin, Schubert
and Gershwin followed.

The second half of the concert also included four Tudor-age madrigals
sung unaccompanied, the Serenade for guitar and seductive baritone voice
from Mozart's Don Giovanni; and for her second solo Willow sang, with
exquisite poise and intonation, ‘All that Jazz' from Chicago. By now we were
well and truly into Broadway mood but before winding up, our men’s chorus
performed a couple of numbers from Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore
and The Pirates of Penzance. Finally, the audience joined the singers in four
of the timeless songs from South Pacific. One or two of the men were a bit
worried that the women seemed to be singing ‘I'm a gonna wash that man
right outa my hair’ as if they really meant it!

A wonderful evening. It combined gratitude for the generosity shown
at this and previous concerts in raising the money for the piano, and
other special donations, with real anticipation for the continuing musical
enrichment, in all its forms, of our parish life.

Keith and Margaret Clements
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TOI::;:::; 4 ' 9:45 SPECIAL

from 9.30

Informal and Creative Service

Date: Sunday 21+
June

Time: 9.45

St Peter's Church, Portishead

Portishead Church of England
Growing & Going in God't Love

Open every Thursday
2.00pm - 4.00pm

» delicious home made cakes

» a place to meet up with friends
» a community hub & information point
» a space and time you can help shape

and if you feel you need it:
a listening ear

Church of England & United Reformed Church
working together in Portishead

All proceeds to local good causes
CROSS ﬁ ‘Working to become P g
ROADS Dementia For more information: 01275 846230

QA_RE ¥ Friendly cafe@portisheadparish.co.uk

North Somerset

Cruse Bereavement Support Meetings

The ‘Walk and Talk’ meeting starts outside Waitrose on Thursday 11 June at 10am
for one hour's guided walk in Portishead. Please contact cruseclevedonyvette@
gmail.com with your contact details, if wishing to join for the first time.

This month’s ‘Drop in” meeting is on Thursday 25 June at the Methodist Church
Community Hub from 10am to 12 noon. Many people find meeting up with others
who are facing similar situations very supportive. Trained Bereavement Volunteers
are available and refreshments are provided.
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PORTISHEAD

i Funeral Services

. Independent Funeral Directors

“Commutted to providing the local community

personal and affordable funerals”

Here to support you and your family every step of the way. Our
experienced and caring team are dedicated to making the process
stress-free and simple. Guiding you to create a personal service for your
loved one. Our funcral arranger Ashley will be with you every step of
the way from the first imtial call to the day of the service.

‘We feel it 1s very important to give back to the community and work
alongside local businesses to provide personalized services for the day
of the service.

Arrangements can be made within our modern office, or in the
comfort of your own home. To discuss funeral arrangements that
reflect your personal wishes please contact us.

O 1 27 5 8 1 4 400 www.portisheadfunerals.co.uk

portisheadlunerals@outlook.com
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ChLlI'Ch C alendal' Please use this as a focus for prayer this

month. Please note that the churches may be in use at other times so check the website
and notice sheet for up-to-date details and changes.

Sunday 31st May - Trinity Sunday
| Psalm 8; Matthew 23:37-39 |

Celebration of 150 Years of the Mothers’ Union
10.30am United Service at St Nicholas Church

Mon 1< 7.15am Monday Prayer - online
10.00am Prayers - Looking to the Future - St Peter's Church
9.00pm Evening Prayer — online
Tues 2 9.00am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 3 9.00am Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 4* ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
6.45am Morning Prayer - online
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee - online
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas' Church
Fri 5t 10.30am Table Talk at Portishead Library
Sat 6% 10.00am Quiet Morning — St Nicholas’ Church

Sunday 7* June - Trinity 1
Genesis 12.1-9; Romans 4.13-end; Matthew 9.9-13, 18-26
8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s Church
9.30am Morning Worship at St Nicholas’ Church

9.45am The 9.45 at St Peter’s Church
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church

Mon 8% 7.15am Monday Prayer - online
9.15am Lighthouse Cafe Prayers - St Nicholas
9.00pm Evening Prayer — online
Tues 9* 9.00am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
2.30pm Bereavement Support Group at St Nicholas’ Church
Weds 10 9.00am Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 11t ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
6.45am Morning Prayer - online
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee - online
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas' Church
Sat 13t 10.00am St Peter’s Church Tidy Up
10.30am LLADS at St Barnabas Centre

Sunday 14t June - Trinity 2
Genesis 18.1-15; Romans 5.1-8; Matthew 9.35—10.8

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 with Communion at St Peter’s Church
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11.30am Morning Worship at St Peter’s Church

Mon 15% 7.15am Monday Prayer - online
9.00pm Evening Prayer - online
Tues 16* 9.00am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 17 9.00am Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 18 ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
6.45am Morning Prayer - online
10.30am Midweek Communion (MU) at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee - online
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church

Sunday 21¢ June - Trinity 3
Genesis 21.8-2; Romans 6.1b —11; Matthew 10.24-39

8am Holy Communion at St Peter’s Church
9.15 for 9.30am Café Church in the Lighthouse at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 Special at St Peter’s Church
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church
6.00pm Evensong at St Peter’s Church

Mon 22" 7.15am Monday Prayer - online
9.00pm Evening Prayer - online
Tues 23 9.00am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
10.30pm Lighthouse Carers’ Group at St Nicholas’ Church
Weds 24 9.00am Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 25% ‘Thought for the Day" available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
6.45am Morning Prayer - online
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee - online
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
2.30pm Mothers Union at St Peter’s Church

Sunday 28t June - St Peter’s Patronal Festival

tbc

10.30am United Service at St Peter’s Church followed by a Bring & Share Lunch
6.00pm Haven at St Peter’s Church

Mon 29* 7.15am Monday Prayer - online
9.00pm Evening Prayer - online
Tues 30" 9.00am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter’s Church
Weds 1¢ 9.00am Morning Prayer - online
Thurs 2nd ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
6.45am Morning Prayer - online
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee - online
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church

Fri 3t 10.30am Table Talk at Portishead Library
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For all Your
MOTORING
requirements

* MoT Testing Station

* Automobile Repairs & Servicing
* Insurance Estimates

* Accident Repair Specialists

* Air-conditioning Specialists

* We Cater for All Makes & Models
* Free Collection & Delivery
* Diagnostics and Recovery

Tel: 845000
HARBOUR GARAGE
(PORTISHEAD) ITD

Tel: 01275 845000 / 845001
Harbour Road ® Portishead

Bed and Breakfast

Avon View
9 West Hill
Portishead
Bristol
BS20 6LG

Telephone 01275 842926

An elegant Georgian residence
providing comfortable
accommodation in spacious
surroundings.

The principal bedrooms enjoy
glorious views over the
Bristol Channel to Wales.

Individual attention is assured
whether visiting Portishead
on business or for pleasure.

Lime Tree

DENTAL PRACTICE

QV
AL

28-30 High St, Portishead BS20 6EN
07949 480856

. \' HARTMANNS BOOKS . \
Your local independent bookshop
« Books for all ages
« Notebooks
ﬂ « Greeting Cards

« Games
« Hot drinks
« Jigsaw puzzles

hartmanns-books.co.uk

Aspect

Business Insurance
Personal Insurance
Risk Management
Marine View Office Park, Unit 2D, First Floor,
44 Martingale Way, Portishead, BS20 7AW
Tel: 01275 843619

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority

Members of the
COMPASS network

DIY ELECTRICAL Lid

(Wholesalers)

CLEVEDON
2 Queens Road, Clevedon, BS21 7TH.
Tel (01275) 342465 Fax (01275) 342757
Email: diyelectrical@hotmail.com

PORTISHEAD
Unit C24 Kestrel Court, Harbour Road, Portishead
BS20 7AN. Tel (01275) 397178

Email: diyelectrical@hotmail.com
Please note new address for Portishead
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Earthy God

One of my colleagues in the school Art department got me thinking recently. As | was
heaving a pile of small clay houses into a bucket of water to soak down, she stopped
and asked me what | was doing. “Recycling Jerusalem” says |. “Students at school and
families at church were invited to help bring the Easter story to life by building a mini
clay Jerusalem on the steps of the old cross outside St Peter’s Church porch. It was fun,
but it was always going to be temporary, and | need to recycle the clay.”

"Ah yes"” said she, “I saw them making the houses. Didn't you do something like that
at Christmas too — to make Bethlehem? Have you used the same clay?” Indeed we had.

It is one of the many wonderful things about clay. Until it is fired, it is just mud -
earthy clay. It can be recycled many times. It dries out, but can be wetted down, left to
soak and mend before being partially dried out then ‘wedged up’ - ready to be made
into the next creation.

So there | was, up to my elbows in a bucket of clay slurry musing on God stuff.

Way back at the Church Decorating Morning in December, we had helped make
the church and ourselves ready for Christmas. Folk of all ages had populated a mini-
Bethlehem scene with little clay people, shepherds, kings and angels. There were of
course - alongside the everyday characters and animals, the odd penguin (and was it
an octopus?) peering in at the (severall) baby clay Jesuses in the stable. | love this - the
God who came down to earth to be with us was modelled out of earth by us.

And then, fast forward 33 years in a few months. The Bethlehem clay had been
recycled, and that same earth was used to create a mini-Jerusalem. Students from
Gordano and families at church turned up to literally re-
member the places where our earthy, down-to-earth Jesus
ate with his friends, was tried, killed, buried and raised from
death. The focus this time was not so much on God on
meeting everyday people, but God in action in the middle
of their everyday places of work, worship and leisure. We
wondered what the houses would have looked like that
Jesus saw. Do you think there should be a well somewhere?
Where might they have stood as he carried the cross?
Where should we put the tomb? The clay helped us wonder
again at this o so down-to earth God who met people in
their everyday lives and places in first century Palestine.

And now | am recycling the clay again and can't help
but wonder what it might get used for next. The next
seismic event of course was the sending of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost. Our down-to-earth God envisioning and
empowering down to earth people. Sending them out to
change the world around them with the news of his love.
People not so very unlike us in our everyday muddy, messy
lives. It makes me wonder what a Pentecost scene out
of clay might look like. Perhaps I'll ask my colleague her
opinion. Or the kids. They'll have an idea.

Verity, Flourish Chaplain
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Afternoon of Craft & Prayer

Enjoy being creative?

In need of a little peace this summer...
An afternoon together to bring along any craft that you enjoy doing.
Whilst listening to a little of the Bible, then praying and chatting

together. Lingering over a cuppa...now doesn’t that sound nice?

When Wednesday 1¢t July 2026
Time 2.30pm - 4.00pm
Where St. Peters Church
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Portishead Ethics Forum -Human
Genetic Manipulation: The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly

On 27 April the Portishead Ethics Forum was privileged to welcome as visiting
speaker Keith Fox, Emeritus Professor at the University of Southampton, former Director
of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion and Curate of Highfield Church,
Southampton.

Keith prefaced his talk by remarking that at least some of what he would go on to say
would sound to his audience like science fiction; but that the science fiction of today
has a habit of becoming science fact tomorrow.

Life isn't fairl — a maxim with which most people would agree. Some are born with
inherent genetic advantages: robust health, latent talents and abilities, physical capacity
etc, denied in part or whole to others. At the extreme end of the spectrum, some inherit
incapacitating or life-limiting medical conditions. Wouldn't it be nice if we could choose
our genes? Given the steadily increasing powers of medical science, the question is a
reasonable one, which Keith proceeded to answer, not with an outright negative but
with a clearly-articulated warning of ‘Be careful what you wish for'.

Keith explained that there are between 4,000 and 6,000 diagnosed genetic disorders
and that about 1 in 25 children is affected. What if we could ‘cut and paste’ faulty genes
just as we do with computer text? Going on to explain in some detail the types of cells
which make up the human body, he revealed that genome editing is already much
more easily possible than most of us would think. In a recent case in China, a medical
professional claims to have ‘made’ the world’s first known ‘gene-edited’ twin babies,
genetically immune to HIV infection in later life. (Nb Not a criticism of the Chinese
regulatory framework surrounding genetic manipulation — if the person in question
really did do this, he was acting in direct contravention of the rules). This claim has
been widely condemned in the scientific community as: not therapeutic and hence
unnecessary; unethical; having limited informed consent; and carrying the unknown
risks of unintended consequences. Posing the question ‘So is genome modification
actually necessary?’, Keith answered ‘In many cases, no.’, as there are other ways to
screen for single gene diseases. For complex characteristics DNA is not a blueprint,
and genes do very little by themselves; acting within complex networks, they simply
provide a landscape of possibilities.

Going on to consider what, then, if anything, we should seek to genetically modify,
Keith set out his belief that human diversity is part of what it takes to make society. In
short, human life is a gift, not an achievement. Every parent wants the best for their
child. But if we begin modifying the gift, where do we stop? Human reproduction
is, he underlined, a personal non-manipulative process which includes an element
of mystery in the resulting child’s future. Contrast this with technological ‘making’
of modified babies, reducing them to ‘products of our own clever creating’ and a
compromised parent/child relationship. Consumerism also rears its head at this point:

15
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in the US (though not the UK) it is legal to offer commercially-available scientific help to
prospective parents to compare and contrast different embryos produced during IVF, so
as to optimize the eventually resulting chosen foetus against a range of desiderata e.g.
reduced likelihood of autism or cancer; or even simply stature, eye or hair colour and
so forth. Is this a form of eugenics [briefly, the belief that society can be manipulated
by manipulation of the individuals born into it]. Belief in genetic determinism tends
to lead to more conservative ideologies, in particular that society’s problems lie not
in its structure but in some of the individuals who live in it. The ‘solution’ is therefore
to change, or even eliminate, those individuals. Keith remarked that this is a chilling
reminder of the Nazi ‘Final Solution’.

Rounding up his talk, Keith set out his belief that, made in the image of God, all
people have worth and dignity, regardless of what they can or cannot do, or of their
ability to contribute to society. Genetic variation is an example of our individual human
uniqueness. It is the whole person who responds to God. Our mandate from God is
to act as His representatives and responsibly care for His creation. Curing diseases
and alleviating suffering fall within that responsibility, and the properly morally-guided
application of science is one way in which we fulfil that calling. We should act as God’s
collaborators, being careful not to misuse that power or think that we are, or even
desire to be, God.

St Peter’s Church Ethics Forum committee express their thanks to Keith for his talk
on such an important subject. Donations by attendees have enabled the sum of £94 to
be donated to Keith's nominated charity, the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion.

Nick McDuff

It pays to advertise — but we need proof!

Dear reader, If you purchase goods or services
as a result of advertising in this magazine,
please tell the vendor!

MASTERKEY LOCKSMITH

Welcome to your new home!
How many people have a key to your
front door?

Contributions to the
magazine can be

emailed to Be safe, change the lock.
CALL US: 01275 847540
pOI‘tlSheadpariSh Mobiles: 07855 816023 / 07850 676071

email: masterkeyportishead@hotmail.co.uk
www.masterkeyportishead.co.uk
$ masterkeyportishead
12 The Precinct, Portishead, Bristol BS20 6AH

mageditors@gmail.com
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Unplanned Praver

My days are marked by plans—so many plans. They fill my diary, light up my phone.
Meetings to plan meetings. Meetings to reflect on plans. Meetings to reflect on how
the plan to plan the meeting went.

| wonder where God’s plan (God’s mission) is in all this planning. It's not that God is
absent; it's that our attention is crowded. It seems that if we are not careful, we can
over-plan, pushing God's mission to the edges. Our planning can become so loud that
the gentle movements of the Spirit remain unheard, and the Spirit-filled voice dwelling
among us has no safe space to speak. She remains unseen because God's mission has
been quietly filed under AOB (any other business), the last item on an agenda already
running over.

Even when we begin a meeting with prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into our gathering,
we can still miss the moment when a prophetic voice in the room whispers wisdom and
truth.

There is a lovely verse in Zechariah, 4:10
"Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin”.

It's such a practical message, to rejoice in the small things, as the paths God invites us
to walk are rarely straightforward, and may take us off plan into unexpected directions,
and that's part of the adventure, part of God’s Mission. It's a call to keep looking for
those small beginnings, the small things that God is already doing.

During the tidy-up morning at St Peter’s, we took down and prayed the prayers from the
prayer tree—seventy-five handwritten prayers. Seventy-five moments when someone
stepped into the church seeking connection, comfort, conversation, or simply a quiet
moment with God.

The tree covered in fairy lights was a gift donated to the church, as were the used
birthday cards cut into labels. God breathed on these humble gifts, made them
something really special, and showed us that God is always at work in the small,
unnoticed places.

As we held each prayer, read each hope, we were reminded that the simple act of
keeping the church open could be a small beginning for many. A quiet threshold where
seekers crossed, searching for nothing more—and nothing less—than a meeting place
with God.

And as we prayed over those prayers, we rejoiced—not in our planning, but in God’s.

Lindsay
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Giving to Portishead Church of England

Our churches of §t Peter’s and St Nicholas' are in good heart. Many people
contribute towards the ongeoing life of the Church and its work, reaching
out with God's love into the local community in Portishead. We are very

grateful for this generous support.

Money can be a difficult subject, and we never want anyone to feel under
pressure. But we invite you to consider how you can contribute to the
Church's work in our parish.

Giving is an important part of discipleship and enables us to be actively
involved in supporting the local community, helping us all to grow and go in
God's love. We will not be able to continue to do what we do without the
generous donations from the whole people of God.

If you are a UK taxpayer, Portishead Church of England can
reclaim a further 25% of the value of your gift.

How can | support the work of Portishead parish?

The Parish Giving Scheme
The easiest way for you o give regularly is to do
so through the Parish Giving Scheme. This is
convenient option for those who want their
giving to be regular and consistent. It also
reduces admin costs and helps with budgeting.
Giving a regular donation to the church in this
way also means that we do not have o do
anything fo claim back Gift Aid on your donation.
It is a brilliant way to support our mission and
ministry in Porfishead.

Please visit www.parishgiving.org.uk or scan this
QR code. Just type in Portishead and choose
your church and follow the prompts. You can

even give the Parish Giving Scheme a call if you

get stuck.
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Bereavement Support Group.
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Grief doesn’t stop after the funeral

A space to talk, to just be, a space fo share memories

2nd Tyesday of each month 2.30pm -4pm
St. Nicholas Church, Nore Road

Portishead Church of England

Home appointments available and free, no obligation, quotes

K. Palmer Memorials

Kelvin Palmer
24 The Scaurs, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 6QP

Register of qualified RQMF memorial fixers
City and Guilds NPTC memorial mason
Lawn memorials and cremation tablets
Photo plaques and bronze plaques
Additional inscriptions

Restoration of memorials
Repainting/gilding of existing inscriptions

Plcasc call 01934 514992 or 07930 031220

Email kpalmermemorials@aol.com
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EST. 1880

F H HALLIDAY & SON

PORTISHEAD INDEPENDENT FAMILY-OWNED FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Direct Cremations

A no fuss, lower cost alternative.
It consists of a unattended funeral

without any mourners.

GOLDEN CHARTER
FUNERAL PLANS

We are a fifth-generation family business that have a history of serving our
community by helping families arrange funerals in Portishead and the sur-
rounding area since 1880.

At F H Halliday we hold traditional values, whilst realising the importance of
choice and have a modern view. We offer a truly bespoke service and help
families at such a difficult time, aiming to make arranging a funeral as stress
free and easy as possible and taking care of all the arrangements in accord-
ance with your wishes. We are located just down the road from St Peter’s
Church, and full address can be seen below.

ST PETERS COURT, 115 HIGH STREET, PORTISHEAD,
BS206PT

TELEPHONE: 01275 842120
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@FHHALLIDAY.CO.UK




