FNPS POLICY ON
TRANSPLANTING NATIVE
PLANTS FROM THE WILD

By promoting the use of native
plants in landscaping, the Florida
Native Plant Society has helped create
a demand for native plants. This has
prompted some individuals and com-
panies to offer for sale native plants dug
from the wild. Selling harvested plants
avoids the time and expense of grow-
ing the plants under nursery condi-
tions, but this harvest of native plants
IS, in most cases, not sustainable in the
long run, and damages land that has
potential for preservation.

FNPS does not approve of trans-
planting native plants from natural
areas for landscaping, mitigation, or
restoration purposes. Such transplant-
ing is in direct conflict with the society's
goal of preservation and conservation
of native plants in their natural habitats.

From its beginning, the society has
promoted the preservatlon of exnstmg N
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native plants in their natural habitats,
while encouraging the planting of ad-
ditional native plants grown under
nursery conditions from seeds or cut-
tings. This position should result in a
net gain of native plants. Transplanting
from the wild merely transfers native
plants from natural to manmade
habitats, and results in a net loss of
native plants because a good percent-
age of transplanted plants fail to sur-
vive the transplanting process.

The society recognizes that there
should be an exception to this policy to
allow the salvage of native plants from
areas where land clearing activities are
both imminent and assured. This type
of transplanting saves plants that
would otherwise be lost. It is expected,
however, that salvage activities not take
place until all planning approvals for
the site have been obtained and all
possibilities for preservation have been
exhausted. Salvage and plant rescue
operations should be undertaken only
in compliance with all state and local
native plant protection laws.

Members of the society are asked to
abide by this policy as a matter of
ethics Specifically, members are asked
o Inquire about the origins of plant
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material and not buy plants that have
been transplanted from the wild. Land-
scape architects and designers are
asked, when writing plant material
specifications, to specify only nursery-
grown native plants. Government agen-
cies with jurisdiction over landscaping,
mitigation, and restoration projects are
asked to require those projects to use
only nursery-grown native plants or
those from on-site or nearby salvage
operations.

While it is unrealistic to think that
FNPS can totally stop the practice of
transplanting from the wild, it can
supply needed leadership on this issue
and, with the support of its members,
help dry up the market for such plants.
It is critical that native plant com-
munities remain as undisturbed and
undamaged as possible so that poten-
tial sites for preservation remain intact.

Adopted by FYPS Board of Direc-
tors, November 19, 1988.

e Steve Farnsworth,
George Gann-Matzen
FNPS Policy Committee
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How to Transplant So It Lives
by Gordon Thomas

[Gordon Thomas presented these sug-
gestions at a recent Tarflower Chapter
meeting. Your editor thought they might
be of use to a wider audience.]

1.

Don't pick the biggest tree in the
forest.

. Take a pot with you to the field, and

transplant the plant into soil from the
site, not into loam or potting soil with
a different pH.

If possible, carry water with you to
water plants at the site after potting.

Don't transport in plastic bags.

Don't pull the little grasses and weeds
around the transplant. It disturbs the
soil. Besides, there might be some-
thing interesting there!

Don't overwater or fertilize plants that
have gone dormant. Let them sleep.

If you have a poor success rate with
transplanting, gather seeds instead.



