
PARISH  OFFICE HOURS  SUNDAY  MARCH  15, 2026
Monday – Friday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
BAPTISM
Saturday at 12:00 pm | Every third in English | Every fourth in Spanish
MARRIAGE
Diocesan rules require registered parishioners to contact the Pastor at least 8 
months in advance. Classes are required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office at 508-993-1691 for a Minister of Care to bring 
communion to those who are in nursing homes, hospitals or confined to their 
homes. This can be arranged on a regular basis. Anointing of the Sick 
(performed by a priest) can be received at any time during a serious illness.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel; Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel.
FAITH FORMATION (For youth and children)
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm at Immaculate Conception 
School - 136 Earl Street New Bedford, MA.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
If you or anyone is interested in the Catholic Faith or in becoming a Catholic, 
please call the parish Office at 508-993-1691.

MASS  SCHEDULE
Sunday
6:30 am  English
8:00 am  Spanish
9:30 am  English
11:00 am  Spanish

Monday - Thursday
7:00 am  English

Thursday
7:30 pm Spanish

Friday
5:15 pm  English

Saturday
4:00 pm English (Sunday Vigil Mass)

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel
Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel
Saturday 11:00am— 11:45am Church

3:00pm—3:34pm Church

SSaintt Anthonyy off Paduaa Churchh 
1359 Acushnet Ave | New Bedford | MA 02746

Tel: 508-993-1691 | Fax: 508 -999-4775 | www.saintanthonynb.org

www.saintanthonynb.org
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If you are new to St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, please know how welcome you 
are to worship God with us. The motto 
of our parish is written in Latin over the 
front entrance: “The hardworking people 
of St. Anthony have built this Temple to 
the Lord.” We know that we have been 
blessed with one of the most beautiful 
church most people have ever seen and 
that the Lord demands more of those 
who have been given more. Our goal is 
to allow the Lord to build with us a par-
ish community of “living Stones” even more beautiful than 
the physical edifice in which we have the awesome privi-
lege to worship Him. We would love you to become part of 
that building project!  

Eternal Rest 
 

We are asked to pray for the sick, especially for 
Grace Gonsalves, Henrique Trindade, Lucille Connolly, 
Diane Barksdale, Hunt Barksdale, Rob Jardin, Adrien 

Aube, Jose Soares, Loretta & Joe Hevey, Thomas Sargent, 
Sandra & Family, Alan Edwards and Jose M. Carcamo, 
Nataly Alvarado, Madaleine Mendoza, Nick Dagenais, 

Selena Quiroa, Aline Laferriere, Tony Gonsalves. 
 

That the Lord may give them health and strength 

Remember them in your prayers! 

Parish Staff 

Welcome to Saint Anthony’s  

PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER, MA   
Staffed by the priests of the “Institute of the Incarnate 
Word” (IVE) 
 

Pastor  
Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE  | Ext. 102 
 

Parochial  Vicar 
Fr. Mario Rojas, IVE  
Fr. Jayapaul Polisetti, IVE  
 

Deacons 
Deacon Leo Racine (retire) 
Deacon Eduardo Borges 
Deacon Jeremias Carranza 
 

Secretary  
Reina McCarty (508) 993-1691 Ext. | 101 
office@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Organist & Music Director  
Daniel Marshall (401) 288-7172 
music@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Maintenance 
Luis Sicajau |  Ext. 113 
 

Religious Education Director  
Mother Maria Aeiparthenos Berry, SSVM | 774 849 0986 
ccd@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Sacristan Sr. Annette Brassard | Ext. 112 

SATURDAY    MARCH  14 
4:00pm      †Raymond & Georgette Roy 
 
SUNDAY     MARCH  15 
6:30am English   Int. John McCarty 
8:00am Español    Int. Cornelio & Juana Jac Ixcuna 
9:30am English   †Samuel Oliveira 
11:00am Español  Int. Martina & Julian Perez Xirum 
 
MONDAY    MARCH  16 
7:00am     †Vivian Banvelle 
       †Antonio Martinez 
 
TUESDAY    MARCH  17 
7:00am     †Paul Joseph Kennedy 
       †Hector Vasquez 
 
WEDNESDAY   MARCH 18 
7:00am      †Patrick Burns 
 
THURSDAY   MARCH  19 
7:00am      Int. Miriam Rosario 
7:30pm     Int. Jose Abel Vasquez 
 
FRIDAY     MARCH  20 
5:15pm     Vigil Light Intentions 
 
SATURDAY    MARCH  21 
4:00pm      †Raymond & Georgette Roy 
 
SUNDAY     MARCH  22 
6:30am English   †Henry & Nancy Stopka 
8:00am Español   †Almas del Purgatorio 
9:30am English   †Carmina Tome & Joao da Silva 
11:00am Español  Por los enfermos de la parroquia 

Mass Intentions 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn the month of  March in memory of  

†Marcelino de La Cruz 

mailto:office@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:music@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:ccd@saintanthonynb.org
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Pastor Message 

 

The fourth Sunday of Lent places before us 
one of the most striking signs in the Gospel: 
Jesus gives sight to a man born blind (John 
9:1–41). The disciples begin with a question 
that sounds familiar to us: “Who sinned?” 
They want an explanation, a label, a simple 
cause. Jesus refuses that way of thinking. 
He does not reduce suffering to blame. In-

stead, he reveals a different horizon: this 
man’s life will become a place where “the 
works of God” can be made visible. 
 
Then Jesus does something very concrete. 
He spits on the ground, makes clay, anoints 
the man’s eyes, and sends him to wash in 
the Pool of Siloam. The healing is not magic; 
it is a meeting. Jesus enters the man’s dark-

ness, touches it, and leads him step by step 
into light. The man returns able to see—but 
the deeper journey is only beginning. He 
must face confusion, opposition, and interro-
gation. The religious leaders, who claim to 
see clearly, cannot rejoice. Their certainty 
becomes a prison. In the end, the man who 
was blind not only sees with his eyes; he 
comes to see with faith. When Jesus asks, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” he an-
swers, “Lord, I believe,” and he worships. 
 
This is why the Church proclaims this Gospel 
during Lent: it is not only about one man 
long ago. It is about us. There are forms of 
blindness that do not involve our eyes: the 
blindness of pride that cannot admit it is 
wrong; the blindness of fear that keeps us 
from changing; the blindness of prejudice 
that refuses to see the dignity of another; the 
blindness of sin that numbs the conscience. 
Sometimes we prefer the darkness we know 
to the light that will ask something of us. 
 
Today we also pray in a special way for 
those who will be baptized at the Easter Vig-
il. Through Baptism they will be plunged into 
Christ’s death and raised into his life. They 

will be given a new 
way of seeing: seeing 
themselves as be-
loved children of the 
Father, seeing the 
Church as a home, 
seeing the world as a 
place where God is 
already at work, and seeing Jesus as Lord. 
The ancient Church called Baptism 
“illumination” because Christ’s light opens 
what was closed. 
 
For those of us already baptized, Lent is a 
time to let Jesus touch our blindness again. 
We must allow him to take it—without excus-
es, without blaming others, without pretend-
ing we can see on our own. If we bring our 
darkness to Christ, he will not shame us. He 
will heal us, and he will teach us to walk as 
children of the light. 
 
Have a blessed Sunday and a fruitful Lent! 
 

Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat,  
Christus Imperat! 

Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE 
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News around the Diocese News and Events 

JJoin me to walk with the Romeiros of the Portu-
guese community on Saturday March 28, 2026. 
We leave after the 7am Mass in the Immaculate 
Conception church at 136 Earle St. We arrive 
back to the parish around 7pm.  
 
This is a traditional Lenten Pilgrimage that the 
Romeiro has made for years in the Acores and 
brought this beautiful tradition to the United 
States.  
Date: March 28 
Preparation: March 15th & 22nd at 2:30pm at IC 
Starting Location: Immaculate Conception 

The Annual March Pro-Life Mass and Essay Con-
test Awards will take place on Thursday, 
March 26th at 11 AM at St. Julie Billiart Parish 
(494 Slocum Rd, North Dartmouth, MA 02747). 
 
Celebrated by Bishop da Cunha, this annual Mass 
celebrates the Gospel of Life on the 
Thursday closest to the Solemnity of the Annun-
ciation. Student winners of the Pro-Life 
Essay Contest, as well as the adult winner of the 
John Cardinal O’Connor Award, are 
honored. 

COME TO CELEBRATE  
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

APRIL 12, 2026 
2:30 - 4:00PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - REFLECTION -  
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

CONFESSIONS FROM 2:30PM TO 4:00PM 
St. Anthony of Padua Church 

1359 Acushnet Ave 
New Bedford, MA 02742 
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Sacrificial Giving and Stewardship

   SUNDAY  MARCH  8,  2026

Weekly Collection $ 5,352.00
Renovations $ 2,094.00
Candle Shrine      $    154.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Upcoming Second Collections

03/15/2026 The Catholic Relief Services
03/22/2026 Easter Flowers

Announcements and Events

Every Friday during Lent, after the 
Stations of the 

Cross, All are invited!

March 20, 2026  - Holy Spirit So-
ciety 
March 27, 2026  - Puerta del Cielo Group

Lenten devotions 

SSt.. Anthonyy off  Padua 
Holyy Weekk Schedulee 

 
Marchh 29-Palmm Sundayy | Sunday Schedule

2pm Living Station of the Cross in Brooklawn Park

Aprill 2-Holyy Thursdayy || Masss off thee Lord’ss Supperr 
7:00pm Bilingual Mass with the washing of feet

Adoration & company with our Lord until 11:55pm 
9-10pm Confessions

Aprill 3-Goodd Fridayy || Celebrationn off thee Passionn  
3:00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (Bilingual) 

followed by the Stations of the Cross

Aprill 4-Holyy Saturdayy || Easterr Vigill  
8:00pm Solemn Easter Vigil with Baptism 

Aprill 5-Easterr Sundayy || Sunday Schedule

Extraa confessionss 
Wed. April 1st. 11-11:45am & 6:30 to 7:15pm

On Good Friday at 11-11:45am.

Through CRS Rice 
Bowl, you help 
reach more than 250 
MILLION PEOPLE 
with lifesaving sup-
port. THANK YOU 
for changing lives 
this Lent!

* Place your CRS Rice Bowl on your Family’s dinner 
table.

Follow the calendar’s daily reflections.
Put your Lenten sacrifices into your CRS Rice Bowl.
Bring the bowl at the end of the Lenten season to share with 
people in most need.
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Rosario de Los Jueves 

Comunidad Maria Sede de la Sabiduría: 03/12/2026 
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 03/19/2026 
Comunidad San Kilian: 03/26/2026 
Comunidad Maria Sede de la Sabiduría: 04/02/2026 
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 04/09/2026 

Grupos de Limpieza 

Comunidad San Kilian: 03/14/2026 
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 03/21/2026 
Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduría: 03/28/2026 
Comunidad San Kilian: 04/04/2026 
Comunidad Puerta del Cielo: 04/11/2026 

Noticias & Eventos Noticias y Eventos  

 
NO HAY BAUTISMOS EN MARZO, SOLO  LA   
CLASE, LOS BAUTISMOS SERAN EN ABRIL 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
Antes de asistir a las charlas los padres del  
niño/a deben traer el Certificado de nacimiento 
del niño/a y los nombres de los padrinos, que 
tiene que estar casados por la Iglesia o solteros  
y tener el sacramento de Confirmación. 
    
      BAUTISMOS PARA EL MES DE ABRIL 
         Charlas: Viernes 3 de Abril 
      Bautismo: Sábado  25 de Abril 2026. 

Cada Cuaresma, las familias 
catolicas de todo el pais se 
unen  para  poner  su  fe en  
accion atravez de la oracion, 
el ayuno y la limosna. Con 
plato de arroz de CRS, Las 
familias aprenden  como  
todos 

nuestros hermanos en todo el mundo superan dificultades como el 
hambre y la desnutricion y como gracias a nuestra limosna de 
Cuaresma tenemos el poder de hacer del mundo un lugar major 
para todos. 
 

Ponga la cajita de arroz en su mesa del comedor. 
Siga el calendario para la refleccion diaria. 
Ponga su ofrenda de Cuaresma en la cajita de arroz. 
Visita el citio crsricebowl.org para mas informacion. 

 
       Al terminar la Cuaresma, traiga su cajita de arroz a la    
 Iglesia o puede hacer su donación en línea a  
                    crsricebowl.org/donate.  

Bautismos 
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Anuncios Del Padre Mariano

Queridos hermanos, En este cuarto domin-
go de Cuaresma la Iglesia nos regala el 
evangelio del ciego de nacimiento (Jn 9). 
No es solo la historia de una curación, sino 
el relato de un camino: de la oscuridad a la 
luz, de la confusión a la fe, de mirar con 
los ojos a ver con el corazón. Jesús se 
presenta como la Luz del mundo, y su luz 
no se reduce a iluminar una situación externa; entra en lo más 
hondo de la persona para recrearla.
Jesús ve a este hombre cuando otros solo ven un problema o un 
motivo para discutir: “¿Quién pecó?”. Cristo rompe esa lógica que 
busca culpables. Para Él, la vida no es un lugar donde puede ma-
nifestarse la obra de Dios. Hace barro con saliva, lo unge y lo 
envía a lavarse en la piscina de Siloé. Es un gesto humilde, casi 
desconcertante: Dios utiliza lo sencillo para sanar; y pide una res-
puesta concreta. El ciego obedece, va, se lava… y comienza a 
ver.
Pero el milagro no termina en los ojos. A partir de ahí, el hombre 
entra en un proceso de crecimiento interior: primero habla de “ese 
hombre que se llama Jesús”, luego reconoce que es “profeta”, 
más tarde afirma que viene de Dios, y finalmente se postra y con-
fiesa: “Creo, Señor”. En cambio, los fariseos, seguros de su pro-
pio saber, se van cerrando. Ellos ven, pero no reconocen; anali-
zan, pero no se dejan tocar; controlan la ley, pero pierden al Dios 
vivo. Esa es la verdadera ceguera: la del corazón que no quiere 
convertirse.

Por eso este domingo, llama-
do también Laetare, nos 
invita a alegrarnos: la luz ya 
está actuando en medio de 
nuestra Cuaresma. Y esa 
alegría se vuelve aún más 
concreta cuando pensamos 
en quienes serán bautizados 
en la Vigilia Pascual. Ellos se 

acercan a la fuente verdadera, a Cristo, para ser iluminados: el 
Bautismo es abrir los ojos a una vida nueva, ver el mundo desde 
la gracia, reconocer al Señor presente y aprender a caminar como 
hijos de la luz.
También nosotros, cristianos ya bautizados, necesitamos volver 
una y otra vez a ese lavatorio interior. Hay cegueras que se nos 
pegan: prejuicios, indiferencia ante el sufrimiento, orgullo espiri-
tual, miedo a la verdad, costumbre de vivir “a medias”. Hoy la Pa-
labra nos pide humildad para reconocerlas y valentía para dejar-
nos sanar. Permitamos que Jesús “nos quite” la ceguera, aunque 
al principio duela ver lo que evitábamos. Acerquémonos a Él en la 
oración, en la reconciliación, en la caridad concreta; y digámosle 
con sencillez: “Señor, quiero ver”. Entonces, como el ciego de 
nacimiento, podremos pasar de hablar de Dios a encontrarnos 
con Él, y nuestra vida se hará testimonio de su luz.

Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat, 
Christus Imperat!

P. Mariano 

Parroquiaa Sann Antonioo dee Paduaa  
Horarioo Semanaa Santaa  

 
299 dee marzo-Domingoo dee Ramoss | 10:15am Proce-

sión de Ramos desde el Riverside Park  hasta la Iglesia

22 dee abril-Juevess Santoo || Misaa dee laa Ultimaa Cenaa 
7:00pm Santa Misa (Bilingüe)
Adoración hasta las 11:55pm 

9-10pm Confesiones 

33 dee abril-Vierness Santoo || Cele..  Pasiónn dee Jesúss  
3:00pm Celebración de la Pasión  (Bilingüe) Inmedia-

tamente rezo de las estaciones de la Cruz 

44 dee abril-Sábadoo Santo|| Sábadoo dee Gloriaa  
8:00pm Misa de la Vigilia Pascual con Bautismo 

5dee abril-Domingoo dee Pascuaa || sigue horario de los 
domingos 

Confesioness 
Miércoles 1 Abril de 11 a 11:45am & 6:30pm a 

7:15pm 
El Viernes Santo desde las 11 a 11:45am.

INVITACIONN AA CELEBRARR ELL 
DOMINGOO DEE LAA DIVINAA MISERICORDIAA 

122 DEE ABRILL 20266 
2:30-- 4:00PMM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADORACIONN -- REFLECCIONN --  
CORONILLAA DEE LAA MISERICORDIAA 

CONFESIONESS DESDEE LASS  2:30PMM AA 4:00PMM 
St. Anthony of Padua Church

1359 Acushnet Ave- New Bedford, MA 02746
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EUROPEAN HAIR STYLISTS

By Appointment only

508-997-7535
1349 Acushnet Ave
 New Bedford
Zelia (Zee) Fernandes

We Specialize in your Auto needs

amaralsautomotivecenter.com
24 county rd., east freetown

774-849-4860

1260 Shawmut Avenue
New Bedford, MA 02746

goyetteautoparts.com
Tel: 508.994.1801

Domestic and Foreign Used Auto Parts 
Since 1935

“Our Goal is to provide Quality Products 
at Competitive Prices with Honesty and Integrity”

Shop Online at Our Website!

Medeiros & Associates
Real Estate Inc.

1702 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford, MA 02746

Established Since 1986

Realtor/Broker Since 1980 
Experience, Commitment, Dedication

Manuel A. Medeiros

Email: medeiros.associates@yahoo.com
www.MedeirosAndAssociatesRealEstate.com
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Rock
FUNERAL HOME

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service 
Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, 

Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454.

508-995-5772 Honoring 
prearrangements 

to serve your 
family’s needs.

If you have questions about funeral 
plans or want to transfer your plans 
from another provider, we can help.

Madrid Housekeeping

Hablamos Español

Residential &
Commercial

madridhousekeepingservices@gmail.com
508-991-0741

Services

Immigration Law • Family Law 
Business Law • Estate Planning

hablamos español y portugués tenemos
New Bedford

CALL NOW / LLAME AHORA : 
(508) 996-0600 www.jenvelardelaw.co

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-958-3699
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 

Add i f itht f il bl f t j t

CALL US: 1-844-958-3699
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 

Add-on airfare withtransfers available for most major gateways.
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