
PARISH  OFFICE HOURS  SUNDAY  FEBRUARY  15,  2026
Monday – Friday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
BAPTISM
Saturday at 12:00 pm | Every third in English | Every fourth in Spanish
MARRIAGE
Diocesan rules require registered parishioners to contact the Pastor at least 8 
months in advance. Classes are required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office at 508-993-1691 for a Minister of Care to bring 
communion to those who are in nursing homes, hospitals or confined to their 
homes. This can be arranged on a regular basis. Anointing of the Sick 
(performed by a priest) can be received at any time during a serious illness.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel; Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel.
FAITH FORMATION (For youth and children)
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm at Immaculate Conception 
School - 136 Earl Street New Bedford, MA.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
If you or anyone is interested in the Catholic Faith or in becoming a Catholic, 
please call the parish Office at 508-993-1691.

MASS  SCHEDULE
Sunday
6:30 am  English
8:00 am  Spanish
9:30 am  English
11:00 am  Spanish

Monday - Thursday
7:00 am  English

Thursday
7:30 pm Spanish

Friday
5:15 pm  English

Saturday
4:00 pm English (Sunday Vigil Mass)

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel
Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel

SSaintt Anthonyy off Paduaa Churchh 
1359 Acushnet Ave | New Bedford | MA 02746

Tel: 508-993-1691 | Fax: 508 -999-4775 | www.saintanthonynb.org

www.saintanthonynb.org
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If you are new to St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, please know how welcome you 
are to worship God with us. The motto 
of our parish is written in Latin over the 
front entrance: “The hardworking people 
of St. Anthony have built this Temple to 
the Lord.” We know that we have been 
blessed with one of the most beautiful 
church most people have ever seen and 
that the Lord demands more of those 
who have been given more. Our goal is 
to allow the Lord to build with us a par-
ish community of “living Stones” even more beautiful than 
the physical edifice in which we have the awesome privi-
lege to worship Him. We would love you to become part of 
that building project!  

Eternal Rest 
† Rubi Alexandra Quiroa 

We are asked to pray for the sick, especially for 
Grace Gonsalves, Henrique Trindade, Lucille Connolly, 
Diane Barksdale, Hunt Barksdale, Rob Jardin, Adrien 

Aube, Jose Soares, Loretta & Joe Hevey, Thomas Sargent, 
Sandra & Family, Alan Edwards and Jose M. Carcamo, 
Nataly Alvarado, Madaleine Mendoza, Nick Dagenais, 

Selena Quiroa. 
 

That the Lord may give them health and strength 

Remember them in your prayers! 

Parish Staff 

Welcome to Saint Anthony’s  

PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER, MA   
Staffed by the priests of the “Institute of the Incarnate 
Word” (IVE) 
 

Pastor  
Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE  | Ext. 102 
 

Parochial  Vicar 
Fr. Mario Rojas, IVE  
Fr. Jayapaul Polisetti, IVE  
 

Deacons 
Deacon Leo Racine (retire) 
Deacon Eduardo Borges 
Deacon Jeremias Carranza 
 

Secretary  
Reina McCarty (508) 993-1691 Ext. | 101 
office@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Organist & Music Director  
Daniel Marshall (401) 288-7172 
music@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Maintenance 
Luis Sicajau |  Ext. 113 
 

Religious Education Director  
Mother Maria Aeiparthenos Berry, SSVM | 774 849 0986 
ccd@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Sacristan Sr. Annette Brassard | Ext. 112 

SATURDAY    FEBRUARY  14 
4:00pm      Int. Nora M Vasquez 
 
SUNDAY     FEBRUARY  15 
6:30am English   Int. Fr. Jeff Obniski 
8:00am Español    †Rubi Alexandra Quiroa 
9:30am English   †Manuel & Ernestina Macedo 
11:00am Español  †Felicita Alejandrina Suarez 
 
MONDAY    FEBRUARY 16 
7:00am     †Muriel Brunelle 
 
TUESDAY    FEBRUARY 17 
7:00am     †Donaldo Efrain Inca Figueroa 
        
WEDNESDAY   FEBRUARY 18 
7:00am Englis   †John Santos 
6:00pm English   †Benito Lagos 
7:30pm Spanish   †Raul Pagaldai 
 
THURSDAY   FEBRUARY 19 
7:00am      †Ramon Antonio Varela 
7:30pm     †Rubi Alexandra Quiroa  
 
FRIDAY     FEBRUARY 20 
5:15pm     Int. of Aline Laferriere 
 
SATURDAY    FEBRUARY 21 
4:00pm      Sick of the parish 
 
SUNDAY     FEBRUARY 22 
6:30am English   †Sara Serrano 
8:00am Español   †Marcelo Javier Morsella 
9:30am English   †Joseph Murtha 
11:00am Español  Pro Populo 

Mass Intentions 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn the month of  February  in memory of  

†John Connolly 

mailto:office@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:music@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:ccd@saintanthonynb.org
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Pastor Message 

What is Lent? 

As we gather on this sacred Ash Wednesday 
to begin our journey through Lent, I invite 
you to pause and center our hearts on the 
call that lies before us. The season of lent is 
not simply a time of obligation or somber 
ritual, but a profound invitation to live with 
renewed enthusiasm and purpose as the 
people of St. Anthony’s. As ashes are traced 

upon our foreheads in the shape of the 
cross, we are reminded both of our human 
frailty and the boundless love of God—a love 
that calls us to transformation, to deeper 
communion with Jesus, and to sincere pray-
er for ourselves and for the world. 
 
Lent is a time to unite ourselves with Christ 
in His forty days of prayer and fasting in the 

desert. It is an opportunity to step back from 
the noise and distractions that so often fill 
our lives, so that we may listen more deeply 
to God’s voice speaking to us in the silence 
of our hearts. This season, I invite each of 
you to embrace the disciplines of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving with enthusiasm—
not as burdens, but as pathways to encoun-
ter Jesus more intimately. Through these 
practices, we take up Jesus’ own prayer not 
only for our personal conversion, but for the 
conversion and renewal of the world. 
 
As the people of St. Anthony’s, may we en-
courage one another on this holy journey. 
Let us support each other in making time for 
prayer each day, in seeking forgiveness and 
extending mercy, and in reaching out gener-
ously to those in need. When we unite our-
selves to Jesus in prayer, our hearts are 
changed—softened, strengthened, and set 
ablaze with love. This transformation is not 
meant for us alone; it is meant to radiate 
outward, touching our families, and our par-
ish. 
 
Let our Lenten journey this year be marked 
by joyful commitment and hope. Let us ap-

proach the sacra-
ments with renewed 
devotion, participate 
in parish opportuni-
ties for reflection, and 
offer our sacrifices for 
the healing and 
peace of a world in 
need. In union with Jesus’ prayer in the de-
sert, may our own prayers this Lent rise up 
for those who are lost, for those who strug-
gle, for the suffering, and for the conversion 
of all hearts to God’s merciful love. 
 
As we embark on these forty days, may 
God’s grace strengthen us to walk faithfully 
with Christ. Together, as the family of St. 
Anthony’s, may we emerge from this Lent 
transformed—ready to celebrate the joy of 
Easter, and to bring the light of Christ to a 
world yearning for hope. With every blessing 
for a holy and fruitful Lent, 
 

Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat,  
Christus Imperat! 

Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE 

Lent is a 40 day season of prayer, fas ng, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and 
ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. It's a period of prepara on to celebrate the Lord's Resur-
rec on at Easter. During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we 
serve by giving alms; and we prac ce self-control through fas ng. We are called not only to 
abstain from luxuries during Lent, but to a true inner conversion of heart as we seek to follow 
Christ's will more faithfully. We recall the waters of bap sm in which we were also bap zed 
into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new life in Christ. 

Many know of the tradi on of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also 
called to prac ce self-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. Contemplate 
the meaning and origins of the Lenten fas ng tradi on in this reflec on. In addi on, the giv-
ing of alms is one way to share God's gi s—not only through the distribu on of money, but 
through the sharing of our me and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds us: "Not to ena-
ble the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. The goods 
we possess are not ours, but theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446). 

In Lent, the bap zed are called to renew their bap smal commitment as others prepare to be 
bap zed through the Order of Chris an Ini a on of Adults, a period of learning and discern-
ment for individuals who have declared their desire to become Catholics.  
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News and Events News and Events 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obliga-
tory days of fas ng and abs nence for Cath-
olics. In addi on, Fridays during Lent are ob-
ligatory days of abs nence. 

For members of the La n Catholic Church, 
the norms on fas ng are obligatory from age 
18 un l age 59. When fas ng, a person is 
permi ed to eat one full meal, as well as two 
smaller meals that together are not equal to 
a full meal. The norms concerning abs -
nence from meat are binding upon members 
of the La n Catholic Church from age 14 on-
wards. 

 
Lenten Season begins   
with Ash Wednesday  
February 18, 2026 

 
 

Ashes will be distributed at  
the following Mass. 

 
7:00am English; 6:00pm English  

7:30pm Spanish 
Stations of The Cross will be on Fridays after 

the 5:15pm Mass followed by our  
Soup Supper. 

 
Ash  Wednesday  is  also  a  day  of  Fasting  

and Abstinence.  

Fast & Abstinence  
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Sacrificial Giving and Stewardship

   SUNDAY  FEBRUARY  8,  2026

Weekly Collection $ 3,941.00                       
Catholic University of America    $ 1,528.00
Candle Shrine $ 261.00  

                   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

Upcoming Second Collections

02/18/2026    Ash Wednesday
02/22/2026    Fuel
03/08/2026    Renovation
03/15/2026 The Catholic Relief Services
03/22/2026    Easter Flowers

Announcements and Events

Sale of Malasadas

      Sunday February 15, 2026

Enjoy a special treat before the Lenten Season 
begins on Wednesday Febru-
ary 18th. Pre-Order forms will 
be on the table with the bulle-
tins. Please fill out form and 
drop in the box provided.  
Deadline to place order will 
be Sunday 
February 8, 2026. 

Price:$2.00 each  3 for $5.00   6 for $10.00  12 for $20.00

 

Every Friday during Lent, after the Stations of the 
Cross, All are invited!

Feb, 20, 2026 - The Knights of Columbus
Feb, 27, 2026 - Maria Sede de La Sabiduría
March  6, 2026    - Salt  Ladies 
March 13, 2026  -Charismatic group of Saint 
Kilian                  
March 20, 2026  - Holy Spirit Society 
March 27, 2026  - Puerta del Cielo Group

Through CRS Rice Bowl, you help 
reach more than 250 MILLION 
PEOPLE with lifesaving support. 
THANK YOU for changing lives 
this Lent!

* Place your CRS Rice Bowl on your Family’s dinner 
table.
Follow the calendar’s daily reflections.
Put your Lenten sacrifices into your CRS Rice 
Bowl.
Bring the bowl at the end of the Lenten season to 
share with people in most need.

OFFICE CLOSED.
On Monday February 16 the office will be closed in
observance of Presidents  Day
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Rosario de Los Jueves

Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduría: 02/19/2026
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 02/26/2026
Comunidad San Kilian: 03/05/2026
Comunidad Maria Sede de la Sabiduría: 03/12/2026
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 03/19/2026

Grupos de Limpieza

Comunidad San Kilian: 02/21/2026
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 02/28/2026
Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduría: 03/07/2026
Comunidad San Kilian: 03/14/2026
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 03/21/2026

Noticias & Eventos Noticias y Eventos

VENTA DE MALASADAS 
DOMINGO 15 DE FEBRERO DE 2026

Disfrute  de  este  antojo 
portugués especial antes de 
que  comience  el  tiempo 

De Cuaresma.
Las ordenes estarán sobre la 
mesa con los boletines. 
Complete el formulario y 
colóquelo en el buzón pro-
visto. La fecha límite para 
realizar el pedido será el 
domingo 8 de febrero de 2026.

Precio: Una por $2.00  3 por $5.00 6 por $10.00 12 por $20.00

18 DE FEBRERO 2026
Las cenizas serán distribuidas en las siguientes 

Misas. 
             7 am y 6 pm Ingles

    7:30pm Español 

Las Estaciones de La Cruz, todos los Viernes de la 
Cuaresma después de la Misa de las 5:15pm segui-

do de Nuestra cena de Sopa.
Miércoles de Ceniza es también un día de Ayuno 

y Abstinencia.

Todos Los Viernes de La Cuaresma  a las 6 pm

CHARLAS DE MATRIMONIO
Los días de las charlas serán 

SSABADOO 14,, 21,, 288 DEE FEB.. 20266  
SABADOO 7,, 14,, 211 DEE MARZOO  

  HORA:: 99 AA 11AMM 
 
 
 

En el salón de las reuniones de la 
parroquia de 

San Antonio de Padua 

PARA REGISTRACION POR FAVOR 
LLAME A LA PARROQUIA

508-993-1691

AYUNO Y ABSTINENCIA
Este miércoles “Miércoles de Cenizas” la Iglesia nos manda 
a realizar ayuno y abstinencia de carne. El Miércoles de 
Ceniza y el Viernes Santo son días obligatorios de ayuno y 
abstinencia para los católicos. Además, los viernes durante 
la Cuaresma son días obligatorios de abstinencia. Las nor-
mas son obligatorias desde la edad de 18 años hasta los 
59. Cuando se ayuna, se le permite a la persona comer una 
comida completa, así como dos comidas más pequeñas 
que juntas no equivalgan a una comida completa. Las nor-
mas sobre la abstinencia de carne son vinculantes para los 
miembros de la iglesia católica desde los 14 años en ade-
lante. 
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Anuncios 
AVISO CONSULADO DE GUATEMALA  
El consulado móvil de Guatemala en Providence 
estará en New Bedford. En ese día usted podrá 
realizar sus pasaportes, inscripción de nacimiento 
y certificado de nacimiento, etc. Lugar en el salón 
de nuestra parroquia de San Antonio 1359 Acush-
net Ave. New Bedford. MA 
Sábado 21 de Febrero 2026 desde las 8am a 
6pm. 
Domingo 22 de Febrero 2026 desde las 8am a 2pm.  
 
CLASES DE MATRIMONIO 
Recuerde que no todos los meses se imparte las clases de matrimo-
nio. Aproveche para asistir en este tiempo.  
 
ESTACIONES DE LA CRUZ 
Como practica de la cuaresma es tradicional y meritorio rezar las 
estaciones de la cruz durante la cuaresma. Todos los viernes de cua-
resmas después de la misa de ingles de las 5:15pm en la iglesia ma-
yor.  
 

Del Padre Mariano 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas de la pa-
rroquia de San Antonio, este miércoles 
iniciamos juntos el camino de la Cuares-
ma, marcados por la ceniza y llamados por 
el Señor a una profunda renovación inte-
rior. En este Miércoles de Ceniza, la Igle-
sia nos invita a reflexionar sobre nuestra 
vida, a reconocer nuestras debilidades y a 
abrirnos con entusiasmo al amor y la misericordia de Dios. Es un 
tiempo sagrado, un tiempo de gracia, donde somos convocados a 
unirnos a la oración de Jesús, no solo por nuestra propia conver-
sión, sino por la conversión del mundo entero. 
 
La ceniza que hoy se nos impone es símbolo de humildad, de 
fragilidad y de esperanza. Nos recuerda que todo en la vida es 
pasajero, pero que el amor de Dios permanece para siempre. 
Este signo nos anima a desprendernos de lo que nos aleja de Él y 
a renovar nuestro compromiso como discípulos. Como comunidad 
de San Antonio, estamos llamados a vivir la Cuaresma con ale-
gría, con entusiasmo y con la decisión de transformar nuestros 
corazones. No se trata solo de renunciar a algo, sino de acoger lo 
nuevo que Dios quiere sembrar en nosotros. 

 
La oración, el ayuno y 
la caridad son los pila-
res que nos acompa-
ñan en este viaje. Al 
unirnos a Jesús en su 
oración, nos abrimos a 
la fuerza del Espíritu 
que nos guía hacia la 

conversión. Cada gesto de ayuno, cada acto de generosidad, 
cada momento de silencio, nos acerca más al misterio de su amor 
y nos prepara para celebrar la Pascua con un corazón renovado. 
Es en la oración donde encontramos la luz para discernir lo que 
debemos cambiar, y es en la acción donde manifestamos el amor 
que hemos recibido. 
 
Los invito a vivir la Cuaresma con esperanza y con entusiasmo. 
Que cada uno de nosotros, desde su realidad, se una a la oración 
de Jesús: “Padre, que todos sean uno”. Que nuestra conversión 
personal sea también una ofrenda por la conversión del mundo, 
especialmente por los que sufren, por los que están lejos de Dios 
y por quienes necesitan experimentar la misericordia. Que María, 
nuestra madre, nos acompañe y que San Antonio interceda por 
nosotros.  
 
Que este tiempo de Cuaresma sea ocasión de gracia, de renova-
ción y de encuentro profundo con Jesús. ¡Vivamos este camino 
con entusiasmo, unidos en oración y en amor! 
Que tengan un feliz domingo y una semana bendecida. 
 

Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat,  
Christus Imperat! 

 P. Mariano  
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EUROPEAN HAIR STYLISTS

By Appointment only

508-997-7535
1349 Acushnet Ave
 New Bedford
Zelia (Zee) Fernandes

We Specialize in your Auto needs

amaralsautomotivecenter.com
24 county rd., east freetown

774-849-4860

1260 Shawmut Avenue
New Bedford, MA 02746

goyetteautoparts.com
Tel: 508.994.1801

Domestic and Foreign Used Auto Parts 
Since 1935

“Our Goal is to provide Quality Products 
at Competitive Prices with Honesty and Integrity”

Shop Online at Our Website!

Medeiros & Associates
Real Estate Inc.

1702 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford, MA 02746

Established Since 1986

Realtor/Broker Since 1980 
Experience, Commitment, Dedication

Manuel A. Medeiros

Email: medeiros.associates@yahoo.com
www.MedeirosAndAssociatesRealEstate.com
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Rock
FUNERAL HOME

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service 
Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, 

Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454.

508-995-5772 Honoring 
prearrangements 

to serve your 
family’s needs.

If you have questions about funeral 
plans or want to transfer your plans 
from another provider, we can help.

Madrid Housekeeping

Hablamos Español

Residential &
Commercial

madridhousekeepingservices@gmail.com
508-991-0741

Services

Immigration Law • Family Law 
Business Law • Estate Planning

hablamos español y portugués tenemos
New Bedford

CALL NOW / LLAME AHORA : 
(508) 996-0600 www.jenvelardelaw.co

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Now Available

Draw Close to Jesus
Award-winning novelist 

Heidi Chiavaroli invites you 

to draw closer to Jesus this 

Lent. Through imaginative 

retellings, Heidi brings to vivid 

life the stories of forty people 

who encountered the Savior 

in the pages of Scripture.

www.heidichiavaroli.com

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

mailto:medeiros.associates@yahoo.com
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