
PARISH  OFFICE HOURS  SUNDAY  DECEMBER  14,  2025
Monday – Friday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 
BAPTISM
Saturday at 12:00 pm | Every third in English | Every fourth in Spanish
MARRIAGE
Diocesan rules require registered parishioners to contact the Pastor at least 8 
months in advance. Classes are required.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please notify the Parish Office at 508-993-1691 for a Minister of Care to bring 
communion to those who are in nursing homes, hospitals or confined to their 
homes. This can be arranged on a regular basis. Anointing of the Sick 
(performed by a priest) can be received at any time during a serious illness.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel; Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel.
FAITH FORMATION (For youth and children)
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 6:00 pm – 7:15 pm at Immaculate Conception 
School - 136 Earl Street New Bedford, MA.

OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
If you or anyone is interested in the Catholic Faith or in becoming a Catholic, 
please call the parish Office at 508-993-1691.

MASS  SCHEDULE
Sunday
6:30 am  English
8:00 am  Spanish
9:30 am  English
11:00 am  Spanish

Monday - Thursday
7:00 am  English

Thursday
7:30 pm Spanish

Friday
5:15 pm  English

Saturday
4:00 pm English (Sunday Vigil Mass)

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Chapel
Thursday 6:30 pm – 7:15 pm Church
Friday 4:15 pm – 5:00 pm Chapel

SSaintt Anthonyy off Paduaa Churchh 
1359 Acushnet Ave | New Bedford | MA 02746

Tel: 508-993-1691 | Fax: 508 -999-4775 | www.saintanthonynb.org

www.saintanthonynb.org
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If you are new to St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, please know how welcome you 
are to worship God with us. The motto 
of our parish is written in Latin over the 
front entrance: “The hardworking people 
of St. Anthony have built this Temple to 
the Lord.” We know that we have been 
blessed with one of the most beautiful 
church most people have ever seen and 
that the Lord demands more of those 
who have been given more. Our goal is 
to allow the Lord to build with us a par-
ish community of “living Stones” even more beautiful than 
the physical edifice in which we have the awesome privi-
lege to worship Him. We would love you to become part of 
that building project!  

Eternal Rest 
 

We are asked to pray for the sick, especially for 
Grace Gonsalves, Henrique Trindade, Lucille Connolly, 
Diane Barksdale, Hunt Barksdale, Rob Jardin, Adrien 

Aube, Jose Soares, Loretta Hevey, Thomas Sargent, Sandra 
& Family, Alan Edwards and Jose M. Carcamo, Nataly 

Alvarado, Madaleine Mendoza, Nick Dagenais. 
 

That the Lord may give them health and strength 

Remember them in your prayers! 

Parish Staff 

Welcome to Saint Anthony’s  

PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER, MA   
Staffed by the priests of the “Institute of the Incarnate 
Word” (IVE) 
 

Pastor  
Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE  | Ext. 102 
 

Parochial  Vicar 
Fr. Mario Rojas, IVE   
 

Deacons 
Deacon Leo Racine (retire) 
Deacon Eduardo Borges 
Deacon Jeremias Carranza 
 

Secretary  
Reina McCarty (508) 993-1691 Ext. | 101 
office@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Organist & Music Director  
Daniel Marshall (401) 288-7172 
music@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Maintenance 
Luis Sicajau |  Ext. 113 
 

Religious Education Director  
Mother Maria Aeiparthenos Berry, SSVM | 774 849 0986 
ccd@saintanthonynb.org 
 

Sacristan Sr. Annette Brassard | Ext. 112 

SATURDAY    DECEMBER  13 
4:00pm      †Georgina Mendez 
                               †Souls in Purgatory 
 
SUNDAY     DECEMBER  14 
6:30am English   †Eric Fernandez 
8:00am Español   †Souls in Purgatory 
9:30am English   †Pedro, Teresa, Adriano, Miguel & 
                                      Jose Carvalho. 
11:00am Español  †Souls in Purgatory 
 
MONDAY    DECEMBER  15 
7:00am     †Medardo Vasquez 
 
TUESDAY    DECEMBER  16 
7:00am     †Souls in Purgatory 
 
WEDNESDAY   DECEMBER  17 
7:00am     †Jani Papajani 
                                     Int. Holy Name Ladies Guild 
 
THURSDAY   NOVEMBER  18 
7:00am     †Leo Rousseau 
6:30pm     †Olimpia Rosado 
 
FRIDAY     DECEMBER  19 
5:15pm     †Bertha Melo 
 
SATURDAY    DECEMBER  20 
4:00pm      †Souls in Purgatory 
 
SUNDAY     DECEMBER  21 
6:30am English   †Ernest & Dolores Oliveira 
8:00am Español   †Souls in Purgatory 
9:30am English   †Manuel & Ernestina Macedo 
11:00am Español  Int. Paola Mejia 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Will burn the month of  December in memory of  

†Nancy Paiva  

Mass Intentions 

mailto:office@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:music@saintanthonynb.org
mailto:ccd@saintanthonynb.org
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Pastor Message 
 As we gather on this Third Sunday of Ad-
vent, our hearts are drawn to the theme of 
joy—Gaudete Sunday—which invites us to 
rejoice in anticipation of the coming of Jesus 
Christ. The Advent season is a journey from 
waiting to fulfillment, and today’s liturgy lifts 
our spirits with the promise that the Lord is 

near. The pink candle we light on our Advent 
wreath is a beautiful symbol of this joy, re-
minding us that, even in times of longing and 
preparation, God’s presence brings hope 
and gladness. 
 
This Sunday, we are especially called to 
open our hearts to the joy that springs from 

faith: the joy of knowing that Jesus, our Sav-
ior, is about to enter into our world and our 
lives. The readings encourage us to shout 
for joy, to be patient, and to let our faith 
shine forth in acts of kindness and love. Let 
us embrace the joy that is ours, not because 
of the absence of struggle, but because of 
the certainty of God’s love and the fulfillment 
of His promises. 
 
This week also holds special significance for 
us as we honor the apparition of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, whose feast was celebrated on 
December 12. Our Lady appeared to Saint 
Juan Diego with words of comfort and assur-
ance, saying, “Am I not here, I who am your 
mother?” Her loving presence continues to 
inspire us to trust in God and to rejoice, even 
in challenges. She is a model of hope and a 
beacon of joy, reminding us that God draws 
near to His people through the intercession 
of the Blessed Mother. Let us invoke her 
guidance as we continue our Advent journey 
and prepare to welcome Christ with open 
hearts. 
Finally, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to 

everyone who partici-
pated in the Grand 
Parish Appeal, which 
comes to a close in a 
couple weeks. Your 
generosity and com-
m i t m e n t  h a v e 
strengthened our 
parish community and enabled us to serve 
others in faith. As we give thanks, let us re-
member that every act of kindness and stew-
ardship is a reflection of the joy we find in 
Christ. We are truly blessed by your support, 
and together we look forward to what God 
has in store for our parish in the coming 
year. 
 
May this Third Sunday of Advent fill your 
hearts with joy, peace, and hope as we await 
the glorious coming of Jesus. Rejoice, for the 
Lord is near! With gratitude and prayers, 
. 
 

Christus Vincit! Christus Regnat!  
Christ Imperat!  

Fr. Mariano Varela, IVE 
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News and Events News and Events

Christmass Masss Schedulee 2025

Christmass Evee | WWednesdayy Decemberr 244 
7am; 4pm; 12 midnight 

Christmass Dayy | Thursdayy Decemberr 255 
9:30am English

11:00am Spanish

Neww Yearr Evee | WWednesdayy Decemberr 311 
7am; 7pm Spanish Mass

Neww Yearr Dayy | TThursdayy Januaryy 1,, 20266 
9:30am English

11:00am Spanish

GREETERS AND USHERS NEEDED
We invite you to practice your stewardship 
by greeting and handing out the Sunday 
Booklets at the 9:30am Mass. Please talk 
to Edwing Aldarano for information and 
guidance. Thank you. 
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Sacrificial Giving and Stewardship

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7, 2025

Weekly Collection $5,252.00
Christmas Flowers $2,117.00
Grand Annual Appeal $1,460.00
To Date $43,260.00
Giving Tree $930.00
To date $1,100.00
Candle Shrines $280.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Upcoming Second Collections

12/14/2025 Retirement Fund for Religious
12/25/2025 Christmas Offering
01/01/2026 Solemnity of Mary

Announcements and Events

CRAFT  ITEMS FOR SALE!
Hats, Sweaters, Aprons Blankets, Scarfs etc. 
will be on sale in the Church Hall This Sun-
day December 14th from 7:30am to 11:30 
am. Great for last minute Christmas gifts.

HOLY ROSARY
Please  join us to pray the Holy Rosary  in English at 6 :00am, every  
Sunday Before  Holy Mass , and  at  7:30am In Spanish.

THANK YOU FOR THE CHRISMTAS WREATHS
The front doors of the Church are decorated and invites us 
to live the spirit of Advent & Christmas. Thank you to Er-
ick James for his volunteer work in beautifying the parish. 
Mr. James is friends of St. Anthony’s and well known in the 
community. 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
You invited for the celebration of our Lady of Guadalupe 
on Sunday December 14. Procession with our Lady after 
the 11am Mass. Lunch to followed. 

NEW BEDFORD DEANERY PENANCE SERVICE
Wednesday December 17 at 6:30pm Holy Name of Sacred 
Heart Parish, 121 Mount Pleasant St. New Bedford.

UPDATE FROM SSVM SISTERS
Sister Transfiguration has received a new mission assign-
ment, and she will move to New York in January. All are 
invited for a farewell Christmas Party on Saturday, January 
3rd. Join for the Rosary at 6 PM in Immaculate Conception 
Church, then 6:30 PM Celebration in the Immaculate Con-
ception parish hall (136 Earle Street). Please bring a dish of 
food to share. Through the intercession of the Blessed 
Mother, we thank God for her generous service. Later in 
January, we will welcome another sister who will arrive to 
serve in our parishes!

                             Announcement
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Rosario de Los Jueves
Comunidad San Kilian: 12/11/2025 
Comunidad Maria Sede de la Sabiduria:01/08/2026                 
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 01/15/20256
Comunidad San Kilian: 01/22/2026 
Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduria:01/29/2026               

Grupos de Limpieza

Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 12/06/2025
Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduría: 12/13/2025
Comunidad San Kilian: 12/20/2025
Comunidad Maria Puerta del Cielo: 12/27/2025
Comunidad Maria Sede de La Sabiduría: 01/03/2026

Noticias & Eventos Noticias & Eventos

Horarioo dee Misass dee Navidadd 20255 

Nochee Buenaa | MMiercoles244 dee Diciembree 
7 am; 4 pm; 12 medianoche 

Diaa dee Navidadd || Juevess 255 dee Diciembree 
9:30am English

11:00am Español 

Añoo Nuevoo | Miércoless 311 dee Diciembree  
7am; 7pm Misa en español 

Añoo nuevoo | MMiércoless 11 dee Eneroo 20255 
9:30am Ingles

11:00am Español
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Anuncios 
NUEVA COMITIVA EN MARIA SEDE 
El grupo kerigmatico Maria Sede de la Sabiduría 
ha elegido su nueva comitiva. Ellos son: Domin-
ga (Mingui) Cardoza como coordinadora; Anto-
nio & Maritza Tino como Subcoordinadores;  
Mariana Moreno, secretaria general; subsecretaria 
Rosa Elena de la Cruz; Omar Alvarado y Melvy 
Castro en la tesorería; Feliz Tino & Martina Vi-
cente Subtesoreros; Manuel & Candelaria Mateo, vocales junto con 
el joven Socorro. Le deseamos lo mejor y muchas bendiciones a la 
junta coordinadora de Maria Sede.  
 
LAS POSADAS NAVIDEÑAS 
Desde el 15 al 23 de Diciembre 2025 a las 7pm cada grupo de ora-
ción tendrá tres día para celebrar las posadas. El Jueves 18 de di-
ciembre la santa Misa será a las 6:30pm. 
 
VIGILIA DE FIN DE ANO: Están invitados a la Vigilia de fin de 
año el día 31 de Diciembre después de la Santa misa de 7pm.  
 
PROXIMAS CHARLAS DE BAUTIZO:  
Charlas:  2 de Enero a las 7:30pm en el Salón Parroquial 
Bautizos:  Sábado 24 de  Enero a las 12:00pm en la Iglesia  
Principal. 
 
SANTO ROSARIO 
Por favor únete a nosotros todos los Domingos a las 7:30am  a reci-
tar el Santo Rosario en Español, antes de la Misa de las 8am. El Ro-
sario es el arma que nos defiende de los ataques del maligno. 
 
ACTUALIZACIÓN DE LA MISIÓN DE LAS HERMANAS 
La hermana Transfiguración ha recibido una nueva asignación mi-
sionera y se mudará a Nueva York en enero. Todos están invitados a 
una fiesta de Navidad de despedida el sábado 3 de enero. Únanse al 
rosario a las 6 p. m. en la iglesia Immaculate Conception, y luego a 
la celebración a las 6:30 p. m. en el salón parroquial Immaculate 
Conception (136 Earle Street). Por favor, traigan un plato de comida 
para compartir. Por intercesión de la Santísima Virgen, damos gra-
cias a Dios por su generoso servicio. A finales de enero, daremos la 
bienvenida a otra hermana que llegará para servir en nuestras parro-
quias. 
 

Del Padre Mariano 

Queridos Hermanos, la semana que viene 
empezaremos con la novena de navidad 
por medio de las posadas que nos introdu-
cen al misterio de la humildad de Jesús, 
Jose y Maria, sin embargo al celebrar el 
tiempo de Adviento no podemos dejar de 
contemplar también la alegría que trae el 
nacimiento de Jesús cada año. El adviento 
y la navidad son momentos de reflexión, de mas oraciones, y de 
compartir la alegría de nuestro Redentor. Unámonos en oraciones 
a tantos hermanos nuestros que en este momento están pasando 
por momentos difíciles debido a las nuevas leyes de inmigración. 
Oremos para que Dios en su providencia proteja a todas las fami-
lias para que permanezcan unidas en el amor. Jesús, Maria y 
Jose fueron también inmigrantes como nosotros que tuvieron que 
exiliarse para otro país para proteger al niño Jesús. Que ellos 
protejan a las familias que hoy también buscan seguridad y bie-
nestar en este país.  
Que la Virgen de Guadalupe que se revelo como Madre para es-
cuchar las suplicas de su pueblo nos ayude a seguir siendo  fiel 
en medio de las dificultades de la vida. 
Bendiciones. P. Mariano  
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EUROPEAN HAIR STYLISTS

By Appointment only

508-997-7535
1349 Acushnet Ave
 New Bedford
Zelia (Zee) Fernandes

We Specialize in your Auto needs

amaralsautomotivecenter.com
24 county rd., east freetown

774-849-4860

1260 Shawmut Avenue
New Bedford, MA 02746

goyetteautoparts.com
Tel: 508.994.1801

Domestic and Foreign Used Auto Parts 
Since 1935

“Our Goal is to provide Quality Products 
at Competitive Prices with Honesty and Integrity”

Shop Online at Our Website!

Medeiros & Associates
Real Estate Inc.

1702 Acushnet Ave.
New Bedford, MA 02746

Established Since 1986

Realtor/Broker Since 1980 
Experience, Commitment, Dedication

Manuel A. Medeiros

Email: medeiros.associates@yahoo.com
www.MedeirosAndAssociatesRealEstate.com
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Rock
FUNERAL HOME

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS and Service 
Corporation International, 178 Winter Street, 

Fall River, MA 02720. 508-676-2454.

508-995-5772 Honoring 
prearrangements 

to serve your 
family’s needs.

If you have questions about funeral 
plans or want to transfer your plans 
from another provider, we can help.

Madrid Housekeeping

Hablamos Español

Residential &
Commercial

madridhousekeepingservices@gmail.com
508-991-0741

Services

Immigration Law • Family Law 
Business Law • Estate Planning

hablamos español y portugués tenemos
New Bedford

CALL NOW / LLAME AHORA : 
(508) 996-0600 www.jenvelardelaw.co

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Now Available for Preorder!

Draw Close to Jesus
Award-winning novelist 

Heidi Chiavaroli invites you 

to draw closer to Jesus this 

Lent. Through imaginative 

retellings, Heidi brings to vivid 

life the stories of forty people 

who encountered the Savior 

in the pages of Scripture.

www.heidichiavaroli.com
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