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[bookmark: _Hlk181004266]Thank you for supporting the local work of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud throughout the year. 
Make God’s Love Visible, the 2025 annual appeal of Catholic Charities, launched October 25-26 across the Diocese of St. Cloud. 
You can help make our campaign a success by sharing the following announcements in your bulletins, newsletters and other communications in the coming weeks and throughout the campaign.
Week 1 – Introduction of Appeal
Catholic Charities is supported by generous individuals, foundations, businesses and faith communities like yours. Catholic Charities is a nonprofit organization with a mission to empower our neighbors and create impact in housing, food, and mental health that is seen and felt for generations.
In 2024, we continued to work towards our mission by building community, promoting family life, and providing vital services for 47,220 individuals in Central Minnesota.
At Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud, we believe that every person’s story deserves compassion, dignity, and hope. Guided by our mission to love and serve our neighbors, we walk alongside individuals and families facing hardship.
Each gift to our annual appeal helps write a new chapter of healing, stability, and opportunity for someone in need. And because 100% of your donation stays local, your impact is felt directly across the 16 counties of our Diocese, supporting vital programs that change lives.
On behalf of every person who finds help and hope at our doors: thank you. Your support today helps shape the stories of tomorrow. The success of this campaign will determine how many lives we can touch and how many stories we can help rewrite with hope—because every story matters.
Thank you for joining Catholic Charities Make God’s Love Visible 2025 annual appeal, and for helping us live out our mission to serve all people. ccstcloud.org/mglv

Week 2
Headline: Feeding Neighbors, Fueling Communities. 
Raphael discovered Catholic Charities’ Senior Dining at the Whitney Center two years ago and quickly found more than just nutritious meals — he found a caring community. The welcoming environment, quality food, and compassionate staff made a lasting impact, inspiring him to give back as a volunteer.
When changes in his schedule made regular visits difficult, Catholic Charities stepped in to ensure he still received meals by helping him qualify for Meals on Wheels. For Raphael, this support was life-changing, reinforcing his belief that he’s truly “blessed” to be part of a program that values and cares for seniors.

For Raphael and for thousands of our clients served, Catholic Charities programs are a lifeline and a chance for a brighter tomorrow. Last year, 2,982 seniors were served over 279,000 home-delivered hot and frozen meals.
Your faith community received a mailing from Catholic Charities which includes Raphael’s story. Please take a few minutes to read his story and learn more about how we can help make a different tomorrow for our neighbors throughout Central Minnesota. Visit ccstcloud.org/mglv to donate.

Week 3
Headline: Serving our Children.
Catholic Charities Central Minnesota Foster Grandparent Program provides meaningful, supportive intergenerational relationships through tutoring and mentorship that enriches the lives of all involved.
The Foster Grandparent Program provides a way for volunteers aged 55 and over to stay active by serving children and youth in their communities as role models, mentors and friends to children with exceptional needs.
Did you know that $10 provides nearly four hours of one-on-one tutoring and mentoring with a Foster Grandparent? In 2024, 166 Foster Grandparent Volunteers provided mentorship and support to 8,593 children across 89 sites.
Your financial support helps to show a child that you believe in their education and future. Visit ccstcloud.org/mglv and donate today.
Week 4
Headline: Serving those who are Struggling.
Granite City Counseling, a program of Catholic Charities provides mental health services and counseling to the entire community including those without insurance or those experiencing financial hardships. We offer counseling on a sliding fee scale so that our most underserved populations struggling with mental illness can receive professional counseling. 
Granite City Counseling creates a space for all clients to receive mental health services in a comfortable and welcoming environment that honors their dignity. Our clinic helps individuals and families develop and enhance psychological stability, social competencies, personal and emotional adjustment, and independent living and community skills.
The mental health services we provide are often a lifeline for so many in their hour of need, especially the most vulnerable and underserved members of our community. Granite City Counseling, a program of Catholic Charities relies on the support of those in our community to help us continue providing essential services. Visit ccstcloud.org/mglv and donate today to make a real difference in the lives of the people we serve.
Week 5
Headline: Serving those who are Hungry.
Did you know that $50 provides $150 of groceries for a family experiencing food insecurity? In 2024, Catholic Charities Emergency Services Food Shelf provided 2,452,788 pounds of food to 17,832 individuals across 6,381 households in Central Minnesota. 
Your support today helps distribute wholesome food efficiently to those who need it most. $1 can provide 3 meals for people in our community including children, hardworking families and struggling seniors. 
Please consider donating to Catholic Charities to help provide food to our Central Minnesota neighbors. Visit ccstcloud.org/mglv and donate today.
Week 6
Headline: Thank You!
Last year, over 47,000 people received assistance and support from Catholic Charities. 
Because of YOU, 527 youth who were homeless or at risk of homelessness were provided education, referrals, housing counseling, community resources, basic essentials and supplies. 
Because of YOU, 1,751 individuals received supportive living and housing services.
Because of YOU, 351,105 meals were served to 4,735 seniors through senior dining services.
Because of YOU, our central Minnesota community is stronger. Thank you!
