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From the     
      Pastor’s 
               Desk

	 As we step into the 
beautiful month of May, we 
find ourselves surrounded by 
the warmth of spring and the 
promise of new beginnings. 
This month is particularly 
special as we celebrate several 
significant events in our church 
community that highlight our 
faith, growth, and the love of 
God.

Confirmation Sunday
	 May also brings 
Confirmation Sunday, May 3, a 
day when our youth affirm their 
faith and commit to following 
Christ. This is a joyous occasion 
for our church as we welcome 
three new members into our 
community. 

	 Please join us in supporting 
our confirmands as they take 
this important step in their 
spiritual lives. Your prayers 
and encouragement mean the 
world to them! Finn Miller and 
Gabe Kennedy will be joining 

at the 9:45 a.m. service, and 
Ellie Escobar will be joining us 
and will also be baptized at the 
11 a.m. service!

Mother’s Day
	 On Mother’s Day, we honor 
the incredible women in our 
lives—mothers, grandmothers, 
aunts, sisters, and mother 
figures who have nurtured us 
with love and guidance. Their 
sacrifices and unwavering 
support reflect the love of 
Christ, and we invite you to join 
us in expressing our gratitude 
during worship on May 10. 

	 Let us take a moment to 
celebrate the profound impact 
these women have on our lives 
and our faith journeys.

Youth Sunday and 
Graduation Sunday

	 We will celebrate Youth 
Sunday and Graduation 
Sunday, May 17. Our youth 
will take the lead in worship, (continued on page 2)           
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will take the lead sharing their talents and 
testimonies. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for us to witness the vibrant faith of our young 
people and to encourage them in their spiritual 
journeys. 

	 We also will celebrate the end of a chapter 
for our high school graduates as they finish their 
high school careers and launch into their next 
steps in life. Let us come together to support 
and uplift them as they lead us in worship.

Pentecost
	 We will also observe Pentecost on May 24, 
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the apostles. This powerful event reminds 
us of the transformative power of the Spirit 
in our lives. As we gather to celebrate, let us 
reflect on how we can be vessels of the Spirit in 
our community, spreading love, hope, and the 
message of Christ.

Sermon Series: Stories That Matter 
from the Gospel of John

	 Throughout the month of May, we will 
embark on a new sermon series focusing 
on stories from the Gospel of John. Each 
week we will explore the profound teachings 
and miracles of Jesus, deepening our 
understanding of His love and mission. Join us 
as we delve into these narratives and discover 
how they speak to our lives today.
 
	 As we embrace this month filled with 
celebration and reflection, let us come together 
as a community of faith, supporting one 
another and growing in our love for Christ and 
each other. May your hearts be filled with joy, 
and may you feel the presence of the Holy 
Spirit guiding you in all that you do.

		  In Christ,		
		  Gene

From the Pastor’s Desk  (continued from page 1)

Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School 
July 26 - 30

5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to make this week a special week for all the kids.  
We need helpers before, during and after!  

Click on the QR code above and check out all the help we need 
and sign up for what God is calling you to do!  

We can’t wait to share God’s love with you!
If you have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Stephanie. 
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Writing a Check 
Step-by-Step Instructions

****USE ONLY BLUE OR BLACK INK****

Write the current date 
in the top right corner. 
You can use the 
format MM/DD/YYYY 
(06/29/2026) or spell 
out the month (June 
29, 2026).

Date the Check

On the line below the 
payee’s name, write 
out the amount in 
words (One hundred 
dollars and 00/100). 
This helps ensure the 
check is processed 
correctly.

Amount in Words

On the line that says, 
“Pay to the Order of” 
write the full name of 
the person or company 
you are paying. Ensure 
the spelling is correct 
to avoid issues with 
cashing the check 
(Trinity UMC). 

Payee Information

In the small box on 
the right, write the 
amount you are 
paying in numbers 
($100.00). Start 
writing close to the 
dollar sign to prevent 
alterations. 

Amount in Numbers

In the lower-left corner, 
you can write a note 
about the purpose 
of the check, such as 
an invoice number 
or what the payment 
is for (Building Fund). 
This is optional but 
can be helpful for your 
records. 

Memo Sign the check on the 
bottom right line. Use 
the same signature 
that is on file with your 
bank as the check is 
not valid without your 
signature. 

Signature

The closets in classroom #2 upstairs are being cleaned out. There are 
items ranging from glass lanterns, punch bowls, table centerpieces, 
wreaths, pictures and various office supplies stored there which are 
not marked as to whom they belong. If you or any of your groups 
have items left in the closet and they are not clearly marked, they will 
be thrown away. 

Please remove all items before May 15.
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We are inviting people to donate on Palmetto 
Giving Day, a 36-hour, online giving event May 
5-6 for Horry and Georgetown counties with 
opportunities for matching funds. 

The Missions Committee has identified several 
nonprofits to support from our donations. 
Please mark your check “Missions: Palmetto 
Giving Day.” 

1.	 Grand Strand Down Syndrome Society
2.	 Habitat for Humanity
3.	 Hugs for Horses Therapeutic Riding
4.	 Neighbor to Neighbor 
5.	 Rape Crisis Center of Horry and Georgetown
6.	 Tidelands Community Hospice

The mission appeal for June will be the Family 
Justice Center of Georgetown and Horry 
Counties. 

Our mission is to reduce the injuries and deaths 
resulting from domestic violence.  We work 
with local agencies to provide comprehensive, 
coordinated services to victims of domestic 
violence and educational programs for our 
community. https://www.beyonddv.org/ 

Using the first letter of your last name, you 
are invited to provide one or more of the 
designated items from their needs list (or a 
cash donation earmarked: Missions Committee 
Family Justice Appeal). Bring to the Volunteer 
Office or place in containers provided in the 
hallway. 

1.	 A,B,C,D:  boxed meal kits, dry cereals, 
oatmeal, grits, tea, coffee

2.	 E,F,G,H,I,J:  full size shampoo, full size  
conditioner, body wash, bar soap, hair brushes, 
facecloths, 

3.	 K,L,M:  bandaids, Neosporin, antibacterial 
cream, cough and cold medications, aspirin, 
children’s Tylenol, non-aspirin pain relievers

4.	 N,O,P,Q,R,S:  spatulas, large spoons, baking 
pans, silverware, glasses

5.	 T,U,V,W,X,Y,Z:  trash bags (all sizes), 
disinfectant wipes, sandwich ziplock bags, 
plastic wrap, foil, paper towels, toilet paper, 
tissues

Your continued support of ASAP (food staples) 
and donated stamps are appreciated too! 

•	 Coming in August: Financial Focus on 
Aldersgate Special Needs’ Ministry

•	 Coming in September: Christmas Shoe 
Boxes for Spirit Lake children in North 
Dakota

 
•	 Coming in October: Day Trip to MERCI 

warehouse in Goldsboro, NC to assist with 
UMCOR donations (packing and sorting) 

Thank you for your support and generosity!
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For children who have been removed from their 
homes because of abuse or neglect and placed 
in the residential program or in foster care with 
Epworth, Mother’s Day can be an emotional day 
for them. 

It is our role as Christians 
to make sure that 
children served by 
Epworth know they are 
loved on Mother’s Day and every day. We can 
do that by supporting the annual Mother’s Day 
offering on May 10. 

Our contributions help Epworth to provide the 
services necessary to improve the lives of the 

children and the families they serve across 
the state. We can be proud of our support for 
Epworth.  

In recent years, Epworth has 
expanded its programming 
to support the increasingly 
high numbers of children, 
youth and families who need 
its services.  

Our support is essential in helping them show 
the love of Christ in action.  So, on Mother’s 
Day, please prayerfully consider the children 
and families whose lives are impacted daily 
because of Epworth. 

Annual Mother’s Day offering scheduled for May 10
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Congregational Prayer Names

We would like to thank everyone for our lovely meet and greet on March 
8. Our special thanks to Susie Hammond for all her efforts to make this a 
success. Also, a very special thanks to the congregation for welcoming 
us to Trinity. We are grateful to be here in our new home church.

-- Ken and Marlene Klaus

	 Congregational Care Team has many 
opportunities to help in aiding our congregation.  
Currently we are seeking new volunteers to aid in 
transportation when a ride is needed for a medical 
appointment of a member. We also need members 
to be a part of our newest ministry of meet and 

greet events by encouraging fellowship in getting to 
know new staff as well as their getting to know the 
congregation.  
	 If you are interested in volunteering for one of 
these, please contact Susan Hammond, Chair of 
Congregational Care Team at (304) 709-4221.  

Congregational Care Team needs volunteers

May 2026



7

Trinity Tidings May 2026

BACK 

BY POPULAR DEMAND

Festival of Salads
Wednesday, May 20

5:30 to 7 p.m.
Trinity Hall

Brought to you by the Women’s Circles 
of TUMC

Proceeds go to the general fund of Trinity.

Come enjoy an evening of food (ranging from 
chicken salads to fruit salads and everything 

in between), fun and fellowship. 
Be sure not to miss the silent auction 

and the bake sale for dessert!

Cost is $10 per person
Register here.

Register by May 17

The next Prayer Shawl Sunday will be 
May 31. If there are any questions, please 
contact either Linda Eichenbalm at (843) 
902-2750 or Dianne Cintron at (717) 805-
1248.

We are all happy that spring has finally 
arrived.  However, until we get some 
much needed rain, we will not add 
mulch, lawn plugging, seeding, and 
plantings. Unfortunately our irrigation/
sprinkler system is not working well due 
to the low water table (dry well).  This 
means any plantings must be watered 
by the use of the hoses which surround 
the buildings.  As a reminder, if you plant 
it---you will have to water and weed it 
yourselves.  

The heat and air bills have almost 
doubled due to the doors being left 
open for loading and unloading of 
groceries, supplies and charity-type 
events. We all are guilty of this issue, 
but we all need to help out to “reduce 
the use.”  Hopefully by the end of the 
year Trinity can get back on the small 
commercial billing rate. 

With that being said, the Trustees have 
drafted and approved a new Building 
Usage Agreement which is comparable 
to local Myrtle Beach rental rates. This 
was done to try to manage and recover 
our utilities and building expenses. 

Hopefully by the time you read this 
newsletter, the ceiling in Trinity Hall 
will be replaced which is a warranty 
replacement at zero cost to Trinity.  
We welcome the moving of the 
contemporary service to Trinity Hall in 
the hopes of growing our attendance 
and participation.
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TUMW News

Susanna Wesley Circle
After hearing about the Armed Services Assistance Program (ASAP) at the last month’s 
meeting, members are encouraged to bring several canned items to donate to ASAP at the 
next meeting.  Also, it was encouraged to purchase gift cards to be used for the Silent Auction 
during the Festival of Salads on May 20. 

Our next meeting will be May 5 at 10 a.m. in Trinity Hall with the executive director of the Horry 
Georgetown Justice Center. Anyone who wishes to hear about this much needed center is 
welcome. Light refreshments will be provided. Also, Kim Parsons will share the updated news 
and details of the new Domestic Violence Shelter opening this spring. 

The Susanna Wesley Circle will gather on June 2 at 11:30 a.m. at Clark’s Seafood and Chop 
House in Little River to have a time of fellowship before breaking for the summer months. 
Please contact Carol Arnold (518) 393-4968 to let her know you are coming.

Trinity Women are enjoying spring and are busy with fundraising, 
working towards their missions and having monthly meetings. All 
women are welcome to join a meeting. Some circles do not meet 
during the summer so check with any circle member or the church 
office before you plan to attend.

Festival of Salads will be on Wednesday, May 20 at 5:30 p.m. in Trinity 
Hall. There will be a huge variety of salads, a bake sale and a silent 
auction. All proceeds will go to Trinity’s General Fund. Sign up for this 
event in Realm, in Sunday’s bulletin or by calling the church office. 

You do not want to miss the amazing display of Nativity scenes on Saturday, Dec. 12. Lunch will 
be served with beautiful Christmas music and a raffle. More will be coming later about this event. 

Women from all the circles took a day apart on April 28 to Moore Farms Botanical Gardens and 
Artfields in Lake City. All who went had a great time. Thanks to Cindy Jones for organizing this trip. 

Dot Jordan Circle
At the April meeting, Kerri Pumphrey from Ryzon Refuge and Ryzon Redeemery was the 
guest speaker who spoke about what their foundations are doing and the help that is needed. 

The women discussed the upcoming events to include the the Day Apart trip to Moore Farm, 
the Festival of Salads, and the display of Nativity scenes. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, May 12 at 6 p.m. in Trinity Hall, Room 2. If you have any 
questions, please call Cindy Jones (843) 907-6452. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Faith, Love, and Friendship Circle
At the April 9 meeting of the Faith, Love, and Friendship Circle, the group welcomed Tiffany 
Gaines, the Community Outreach Coordinator for Barnabas Horse Foundation. She shared 
information about her program and its needs explaining that the foundation supports trauma 
victims, such as crime victims, first responders and veterans. The group focuses on using 
horses as therapy in trauma recovery. 

Discussion was held regarding the circle attending The Devil Wears Prada 2 on May 12. They 
also went over plans for the vendor fair, the cookbook and other activities to be held in the 
future. More information was given on the Festival of Salads, May 20, and the Nativity event, 
Dec. 12.

The next meeting will be on May 11 at 10 a.m. in Trinity Hall Room 2. All are welcome to attend. 

Love Circle
Love Circle met on April 2 at the home of Judy Caulder. Guest speaker was Linda Dunn who 
gave a program on the Mission Committee and the important missions they do throughout 
the year. Love Circle is interested in helping and voted to give $200 to Palmetto Giving Day. 
Judy Chappell updated us on the TUMW plans. Salads are needed for the salad supper on 
May 20 and items, especially gift cards, are needed for the silent auction. 

Love Circle’s next meeting is May 7 at 9:30 a.m. in the AG Greene Building at the Church. We 
would like to invite all ladies to join us for refreshments, fun, and involvement in our missions 
for sharing Christian love. Please contact Love Circle President Carole Petro, for more 
information at (609) 617-0929 or email carpetr@aol.com. Hope to see you there!

Come join us for our 
end of the year People 
Enjoying People (PEP 
Club) celebration on 
Thursday, May 21 at 11:30 

in Trinity Hall. This will be our last get together 
until the end of summer. Come help us 
celebrate another successful year together. 

Food, fun, and fellowship are always our 
goals with a stress free get together with 
worries and stress left at the door. If you had 
a birthday this year, we will be celebrating 

your milestone. Come share your stories with 
everyone. 

If your last name begins with A - L, bring a 
side dish to share. If your last name begins 
with M - Z, bring a dessert to share. Bring a 
friend and make a friend. All are welcome. 
Please sign up for this gathering so we can 
be sure to have enough food for everyone. 
Wear a comfy summer outfit. 

Any questions, call or text Rhonda Thompson 
at (843) 655-1922. See you there.

TRINITY

UMC

Celebrate summer at next PEP Club
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In our fast-paced lives, it can be easy to feel like 
our spiritual growth is stunted. A brief sermon 
on Sunday morning often leaves us wanting 
more — more understanding, more connection, 
and more opportunities to engage with God’s 
word. 

That’s why we are excited to invite you to our 
Bible studies and Sunday School classes.

Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching.” 

This scripture beautifully highlights the 
importance of community. When we come 
together, we can encourage and uplift one 
another, sharing insights that help us grow in 
our faith.

Our Bible studies and Sunday School classes 
are a fantastic opportunity to explore scripture, 
ask those tough questions, and connect with 

fellow believers. Whether you’re a lifelong 
Christian or just starting your journey, there’s a 
place for you!

We’re excited to announce that we want to 
grow and expand our offerings! Right now we 
don’t have many classes, but with your help, we 
can create more opportunities for growth that 
fit various schedules.  

We are looking for enthusiastic individuals who 
feel called to facilitate and teach classes. If 
you have a passion for sharing God’s love and 
teachings, we want to hear from you! 

Don’t worry if you feel unsure about how to 
teach or where to begin. We have experienced 
members in our community who are eager to 
walk alongside you, providing guidance and 
training to help you lead a class confidently.  

Remember we’re all in this together!
Let’s not miss out on this chance to grow 
together! Join a class or help us start a class 
so we can dive into God’s word and encourage 
one another in our spiritual journeys. 

Leaders/teachers needed for additional classes

	 Although many of us do not cook 
anymore unless we just have to, think of the 
legacy you leave behind for your kids and 
grandkids of those family recipes. Plus, you 
have all your favorites recipes in one place -- 
in one book. 
	 You can type your recipe, take a picture 
of it or use the handy form found in the 
Narthex or back of the church to submit 
those favorite recipes.  So, gather them 
up and send them to tumccookbook26@
gmail.com to be included in the Trinity UMC 
Cookbook. All profits from the sale of the 
cookbooks will go back to the church. 

Deadline for recipes is June 15. 

Submit recipes today
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Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, 
overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering 
trees and colorful creatures. Beneath a 
canopy of chattering birds and howling 
monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong 
adventure, discovering the nature of God, 
and exploring what it means to be rooted in 
a relationship with their creator, a safe place 
in life’s storms.

At Rainforest Falls, kids explore the nature 
of God.  Rainforest Falls is filled with 
awesome Bible-learning experiences 
kids will see, hear and touch.  Hands-on 
science experiments, team-building games, 
unforgettable Bible songs, and yummy food 
are just a few of the standout activities that 

help faith flow into real life. (Since everything 
is hands-on, kids might get a little messy.  Be 
sure to send them in play clothes and sturdy 
shoes.) 

This event is FREE and includes a yummy 
dinner and dessert each night and is open 
to ALL kids ages 4 through ENTERING 5th 
grade.

Mark your calendar: Sunday, July 26 through 
Thursday, July 30, 2026. The fun starts at 
5:30 p.m. with dinner and will end at 8:30 p.m.

If you have any questions, please reach 
out to Pastor Stephanie. Scan the QR code 
above to register your children today.

June newsletter deadline Friday, May 22.
Email submissions to pambum5@yahoo.com

Attention all budding photographers!

We are looking for a great color photo of the church to be 
used as the front cover of the soon-to-be-published church 
cookbook. If you believe you have a photo that tells our 
church’s story (or want to take a new one), please submit 
your photos to Pam Bumstead (pambum5@yahoo.com) no 
later than May 15. The winning photo will become the cover, 
and the photographer will receive a free cookbook for his/
her efforts.
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8:30 a.m. services

May 3 -Tom & Connie Kelser, Kenneth McIver, Hugh 
Holliman

May 10  - Verne Cappell, Betsi Rudder, Dick & Emily 
Tinsley

May 17- Aubrey & Pam Apple, Baxter Barger, Judy 
Lowe

May 24 -  Bob & Kathy Slack, Mike Walters, Pam 
Bumstead

May 31 -  Dick & Emily Tinsley, Verne Cappell, Mike 
Walters

11  a.m. services  

May 3 - Cindy Burgio, Tonya Ard, Margaret Martin, 
Curt Roberts, Melissa Pack

May 10 - Linda & Bob Miller, Jackie Stanley, Don 
Godwin, Del Haws

May 17 - Michele & Don Godwin, Curt Roberts, 
Tonya Ard, Melissa Pack

May 24 -  Linda & Bob Miller, Don & Michele 
Godwin, Margaret Martin

May 31 - Linda & Bob Miller, Jackie Stanley, Del 
Haws, Cindy Burgio

May Usher Schedule

May
(4/27 to 5/24)

Beth Cornwell/Marilyn Whipp (pews)
Patti Ballard (candles)

June
(5/25 to 6/28)

Rhonda Thompson (pews)
Pam Apple (candles)

Book club meets the first Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. in Room 1 of Trinity Hall. All are 
welcome whether you are a church member 
or not. Please come even if you have not read 
the book. We have lively discussions and many 
laughs. The following books will be discussed:

May 4
The Book Club for Troublesome Women 

by Marie Bostwick
June 1

The Correspondent 
by Virginia Evans

July 6
Magnificent Life of Marjorie Post

by Allison Pataki
August 3

The Rent Collector 
by Camron Wright

September 7
The House Beyond the Dunes 

by Mary Burton
October

The Flight Girls
by Noelle Salazar

November
TBD

December
The Autobiography of Santa Claus 

by Jeff Guinn

Book Club

Do you have a senior 
graduating high school or 

college? 
We would like to acknowledge them on 
Youth Sunday, May 17. Please contact

the church office at (843) 272-5236 or at admin@
trinitynmb.com with their name, school they are 
graduating from, and contact information. Please 
submit this information to the office by May 10.
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4
Carole Petro 		
	
5
Diane Arnold 		
	
6 
Bob Gold			 
Wayne Thornton	
	
7
Mel Haws			 
Anne Kepple 			
Shannon Long	
	
8
Carolyn Bunks 		
Doug Hammond	
	
11 
Matt Breznicky	
	

12
Del Haws			 
Sandy Roberts 	
	
13
Lee Ann Hanlon 	
	
14 
Bill Kalagher 		
	
15
Ashley Lyle			 
Roger Martino 		
Karl Wolf 		
	
17
Susan Douglas 		
Hayden Hughes 	
	
18
Audrey Johnson 	
	

19
Ed Prince 		
	
20
Douglas Ferguson 	
	
21
Connie Kelser 		
Jason Lee 		
	
22
Linda Blair 			 
Robert Blair 			 
Wendy Fields 	
	
23
Mildy Tiller		
	
24 
Terry Trexler		
	

25
Karen Stone 		
	
26
Linda Herman 		
Ken Notestine		
	
27
Clo Cioppa 			 
Madison Wood 	
	
28
Lori Goulet 			 
Bryan Talbert 		
	
29
Rick Coffey		
	
30
David Eaton			 
Linda Wooten			
	

3
Galen & Janet Mowery 	  	  

5 
Michael & Charlene Dobson		
Jerry & Janie Earley 			     

9 
Bubba & Darlene Collins  		

11
John & Patti Denis			 

13
Bryan & Katherine Coggeshall	

15 
Kenneth & Marlene Klaus		

17  
John & Diane Holleran 		   
Mitchell & Karen Stephens		

18 
Aubrey & Pamela Apple 		    

19
Alan & Sarah Jane Slaughter 		

20
Howard & Mary Ann Byrd 		

21 
Harold & Audrey Johnson 		   

24
Roy & Donna Crownover 		    

27
Allan & Sharon Bixler		

28 
William & Cheryl Murray		

31
Michael & Daisy Stiebel 		
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MAY B I R T H D A Y S   A N D  
 A N N I V E R S A R I E S
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Business Hours:
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Friday - Office closed; 
Please call and leave a message. 

Sunday Worship Services:
8:30 a.m. Traditional (Sanctuary & Streaming Online)

9:45 a.m. Contemporary (Sanctuary & Streaming Online)
11 a.m. Traditional (Sanctuary & Streaming Online)

Adult Sunday School Classes, Sundays at 9:45 a.m.
Children’s program at 9:45 am and the 11 a.m. services.

Nursery is available at all of our Sunday services.

Trinity Staff
Gene Aiken ..........................................................................................Pastor
Stephanie Schellinger   .................................... Associate Pastor 
Edmond Daniel...........................................................Pastor Emeritus
Jordan Bryant.................................................................. Youth Director
Dr. Kenneth S. Klaus, Ph.D.....Director of Traditional Music
Richard Schellinger..........Director of Contemporary Music
Melanie Welborn......................................................Organist/Pianist
Kyle Frankman................................................................ AV Technician
Lee Ann McDonald.................................................... Church Sexton
Heather Ensor......................................................Financial Secretary
Tera Velez....................................................................................Child Care
Jennifer Piccolo........................................................... Office Manager
Dr, Pam Bumstead, Ph.D..................................Newsletter Editor

TUMC Calendar and Events

To find out more about what is going on at TUMC and to 
find out when things are happening, check our website 
at www.trinitynmb.com. Click the EVENTS tab to see the 
latest events. To view the entire calendar, click the Full 
Calendar Link at the top of the page.

If you are interested in 
becoming a member 
of Trinity UMC, please 
contact the church office.

Life in the Son
Loving, Inviting, Faithful Examples, Serving Our Neighbors

May 2026
NEWSLETTER

Or Current Resident


