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March 23, 2026

Dear Members of the West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated

It is both an honor and a privilege to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the West Towns
(IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated as you commemorate your 50th Anniversary – a
remarkable milestone that reflects a legacy of distinguished service, enduring friendship,
and transformative impact.

This occasion holds special significance for me, as I reflect on the unique and cherished
bond between the West Towns Chapter and the South Suburban Chicago Chapter. Inducted
just one week apart, our chapters share a parallel beginning that has evolved into a lasting
connection grounded in sisterhood, collaboration, and a shared commitment to the mission
of our beloved organization. The memories of our preparation for induction remain a
testament to the strength of that early partnership—one that continues to resonate across
the years.

For five decades, the West Towns Chapter has exemplified excellence in service through
innovative and far-reaching programming that has uplifted communities across the western
suburbs of Chicago. Your unwavering dedication to addressing critical needs, fostering
empowerment, and advancing the principles of The Links, Incorporated stands as a model of
leadership and impact within our organization.

As you celebrate this golden anniversary during your signature event, “Belles, Beaux, and
Bourbon: A Golden Jubilee, A Celebration of 50 Years of Friendship and Service,” you do so
with a profound legacy behind you and an even more promising future ahead. Your
contributions over the past fifty years have not only strengthened the communities you
serve but have also enriched the fabric of our national organization.

Please accept my sincere congratulations and deepest admiration as you mark this historic
milestone. May your legacy of excellence continue to inspire and guide generations of Links
to come.

With highest regards and in the spirit of enduring sisterhood,

Gwendolyn B. Lee, Ph.D.
14th National President
The Links, Incorporated
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April 21, 2026

To the Members of the West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated

It is with immense pleasure that I congratulate each and every one of you
on 50 years of impactful and impressive service in our esteemed
organization, The Links, Incorporated. Through the decades your chapter
has been emblematic of the fundamental principles and tenets of our
organization. Your community engagement has been a constant example
for all to admire because of the meaningful and tangible contributions
your actions and activities produced.

Tonight’s celebration will highlight and uplift the important work of the
West Towns Chapter of The Links, Incorporated. It will also be a time to
reflect on the cherished members and visionaries that organized and
chartered your beautiful chapter. These were women of considerable
renown, locally and nationally, that helped complement and strengthen
the chain of friendship and service that makes our organizational brand
illustrious, vibrant and powerful.

Congratulations on reaching this incredible milestone. I extend sincere
best wishes as you embark on the next 50 years of “Leading with
Excellence and Serving with Grace”.

Yours in Linkdom,

Margot James Copeland
15th National President
15th Central Area Director
The Links, Incorporated
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Welcome Message from the Chair

We warmly welcome you and extend our sincere appreciation as you join
us for our signature fundraising event, Belles, Beaux, and Bourbon: A
Golden Jubilee, A Celebration of 50 Years of Friendship and Service. We
are honored to celebrate this remarkable milestone for the West Towns (IL)
Chapter of The Links, Incorporated.

Please enjoy a Kentucky Derby inspired day party featuring, music,
bourbon tastings, chef-inspired small plates along with a tribute to our 50-
year legacy. Most importantly, the funds raised will directly support our
community initiatives and scholarships.

For five decades our chapter has remained committed to service,
leadership, and educational advancement by building partnerships,
addressing critical needs, and investing in the futures of young scholars
through programs like our partnership with Lincoln Elementary School and
our scholarships.

As we celebrate 50 years, we honor the legacy of those who came before
us and remain committed to continuing this important work.

Thank you for your support and for celebrating with us.

With gratitude,

Candace T. Sharp, Fundraising Chair
Mia Woods, Fundraising Co-Chair









West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
2025-2027 Current and Alumna Members

Dina Adams
Lisa M. Allen 
Tammy Bell McEwen
Angela J. Billings
Kim L. Bright
Beverly Chapman 
Patricia L. Davis
Theresa Dear
Shawn Eddings Levesque
Georgia Edwards**
Lakshmi Emory
Dianne M. Engram
Melissa Engram

*Chapter Officers                  ** Charter Member                       *** Alumna Member
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Viveca Fairbanks-Henderson
Leslie Ford
Jo Foster Murray**
Glenda Gweyn***
Anne-Michele Harrington
Mary Hawkins
Tiffany Hope
Sharon Y. Johnson
Elaine Johnson***
Shirely Johnson***
Lauren Kirk Robinson
Nekia Lang-Perkins
Niva Lubin-Johnson

Janene Marshall Gatling
Heather Mathis 
Latoya McRae
Gwendolyn Miller
Scyla Murray-Baielli
Linda Nolan
Terrie Norman
Tiffany Hope
Lynne Palmore 
Nichole C. Patton
Valerie Penn
Nicole Rickmond Flemming
Debbie Roberts

Beverly Singleton
Deadre Woods Stokes
Barbara Suggs-Mason
Michele Thompson***
Candace Tyndall Sharp
Vinetta Washington
Rose Washington Sanders***
Cynthia West
Carolyn Whitney 
Mia Woods
Sanura Young
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Chapter Officers 2025-2027

Patricia Davis

President

Beverly Chapman

Vice President

Heather Marthis

Treasurer

Stephanie Miller

Financial Secretary

Sharon Johnson

Recording Secretary

Vinetta Washington

Corresponding
Secretary
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West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
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*Facet/Committee Chair              **Facet/Committee Co-Chair
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Program Chair Committee
 *Anne-Michele Harrington
 **Janene Marshall Gatling
 **LaToya McRae

Services to Youth
*Lisa Allen
**Mary Hawkins 

The Arts
*Scyla Murray-Baielli 

National Trends and Service
*Janene Marshall Gatling

International Trends and Service
*Deadre Woods Stokes

Health and Human Service
*Linda Nolen
**Niva Lubin-Johnson
**Sanura Young

Archives/History
*Nikki Lang-Perkins

Budget & Finance
*Heather Mathis

Bylaws
*Lynne Palmore

Technology
*Lauren Kirk Robinson
**Terri Norman

Social Media
*Mia Woods

Ethics & Standards
*Nikki Lang-Perkins

Elections
*Terri Norman

50th Anniversary
*Dianne M. Engram

Fund Development
*Sanura Young

Fundraising
*Candace Tyndall Sharp

Internal Audit
*Debbie Roberts

Membership
*Beverly  Chapman

Friendship
*Shawn Eddings Levesque 

Alumna Love
*Beverly Singleton

Nominating
*Leslie Ford

Protocol
*Kim Bright

Rituals
*Nicole Rickmond Flemming

Strategic Planning
*Viveca Henderson

Scholarship
*Dianne Engram

Operations
*Linda Nolan
 

Chaplain
*Theresa Dear

Parliamentarian
 *Lynne Palmore

Foundation Ambassador
*Mary Hawkins

HBCU
*Valerie Penn
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Honoring Our Legacy, Preserving
Our Story, Inspiring Our Future

On June 13, 1976, the West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated was chartered
by twenty-two visionary women from the western suburbs of Chicago who recognized
both a need and an opportunity to create lasting impact. From its inception, the chapter
distinguished itself through innovative programming, including sponsoring a
performance of The Wiz and launching a Career Conference for high school students,
establishing a strong foundation for its Services to Youth initiatives. 

Over the decades, West Towns has built a powerful legacy through impactful school
partnerships, most notably through award-winning tutoring and enrichment programs
that have strengthened academic outcomes and expanded opportunities for students.
The chapter has also extended its reach globally through transformative international
service efforts, including supporting education in Jamaica, building water wells in Africa,
and fostering cultural exchange to promote global awareness. In addition, West Towns
has remained steadfast in advancing community well-being through health awareness
initiatives and civic engagement, including advocacy efforts at the Illinois State Capitol. 

Grounded in friendship, service, and excellence, the chapter continues to honor its
legacy by uplifting communities, empowering youth, and inspiring generations to come.

The distinguished Charter Members: Jann Beauchamp, Helen Branch, Mary E. Davidson,
Georgia Edwards, Mary Lou Finley, Carolyn Gibson, Grace Hagan,  Elsie Harley, Beverlynn
Ivory, Margaret Jackson,  Bobbie Lawrence, Ollie Matthews, Geraldine McCullough, 
Brenda Nunnally, Ella Pappademos, Sherlynn D. Reed, Victoria L. Sanders, Barbara Smith 
Velma Wiggins, C’Ella Williams, Georgia Williams, Betty Davis Wilson
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Bound by Sisterhood, Strengthened
by Purpose, United in Legacy

Friendship is the cornerstone of the West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated, anchoring every act of service in trust, love, and shared purpose.
The bonds we cultivate strengthen our connections and empower us to leverage
our individual gifts and talents in meaningful, transformative ways that impact
communities across the African diaspora. Within our chapter, accomplished
women in health, government, STEAM, education, and beyond bring both
expertise and passion to breathe life into our signature programs, ensuring
excellence in every initiative we undertake. 

Our sisterhood thrives not only through service, but also in intentional
celebration—whether through lively game nights, cultural outings, or elegant
winter teas shared with family and friends that deepen our unity. Equally, we
honor the legacy of those who paved the way through our Alumnae Love
Committee, uplifting members who have devoted 25 years or more and ensuring
their wisdom remains a guiding force for future generations. 

Through storytelling, mentorship, and shared reflection, we preserve our rich
history while inspiring innovation, strengthening our initiatives, and continuing
to build relationships—and a legacy of friendship—that will endure for
generations to come.
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Empowering Communities and
Transforming Lives

Since 1976, the members of the West Towns (IL) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated have
faithfully served children, adults, and families throughout the western suburbs of
Chicago, extending their impact both nationally and internationally. Guided by a legacy
of excellence, the chapter has remained steadfast in its commitment to uplifting
communities through purposeful service and strategic outreach. 

Through its five dynamic programming facets—Services to Youth, The Arts, National
Trends and Service, International Trends and Service, and Health and Human Service—
the chapter delivers initiatives that are both responsive and transformative. Signature
programs such as the Links C.A.R.E. Reading Program and SHEROES exemplify a deep
dedication to education, empowerment, and cultural enrichment. Each initiative is
thoughtfully designed to address the evolving needs, challenges, and opportunities
within the communities they serve. 

The chapter’s work reflects a powerful blend of compassion, innovation, and leadership
that continues to inspire meaningful change. Rooted in a sisterhood built on friendship
and shared purpose, members lead with integrity, passion, and an unwavering
commitment to service. As they honor their rich history, the West Towns (IL) Chapter
continues to build a legacy of impact—uplifting lives and shaping a brighter future for
generations to come.
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