SERVING THE LORD IN

PUERTO RICO

NEWS FROM THE SHARP FAMILY

BACKTO SCHOOL
FOR ANGIE!!

Angie and Vicar Paul Mroczenski
get ready for the first edition of
the after school program at
Fuente de Vida (Fountain of Life)
mission down in Ponce. Angie is
leading the team in creating this
new educational outreach minis-
try. “After School Club” is de-
signed for kids from 6 to 12. There
will be homework help, English
conversation and games, activi-
ties in the garden, devotions, and
stuff for the parents to do, too.

Like people all over, Puerto Ri-
cans want to give their kids the
best education they can, and
serving this critical need is a great
way for us to reach young fami-
lies. Angie’s plan is to get this
started in Ponce and then expand
it to our other missions around
the island.

Pray for the After School Club in
Ponce! Pray for Angie and the
team, and pray for the families
that will be served by it. Especial-
ly pray that it will give us an op-
portunity to share the Gospel with
kids and adults who might not
know about the love of their Sav-
ior Jesus.
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A busy summer...
now back to school

As advertised, a crazy summer

In our last newsletter, | mentioned
that the summer was going to be cra-
zy and | was not wrong. We had to
travel a bit—all around the island of
Puerto Rico, preaching in the various
missions, as well as back to the US
mainland. We went to a wedding of a
close friend of Angie’s, took a week of
vacation to visit some National Parks
in the Missouri/Arkansas/Kansas ar-
ea, and attended our missionary con-
ference in St. Louis.

The boat finally made it

The stuff we shipped from Uruguay
finally made it. All of our stuff arrived
safely except for one broken plate.
Not too bad! Now the problem is fig-
uring out where to put everything in
our apartment. Especially all the fall
and winter clothes we needed in Uru-
guay which... we don’t really need
now.

A milestone!

Even though the population is about
the same, San Juan seems a lot bigger
than Montevideo. Part of itis the high-
ways and traffic, | guess. In Uruguay, |
was always running into people |
knew. | felt like this was a good metric
for doing my job as a missionary—it
starts with getting to know people.

Left: José, a member of the mission in Bayamén, has begun seminary so we installed him as a field worker at
the mission. Right: Elias was sworn in as a new Airman in the lowa Air National Guard.

Well, | hit an important (to me) mile-
stone for our time here—I| saw a per-
son | knew—the daughter of a couple
who have been attending the mission
in Bayamon— “in the wild!” Well, ac-
tually, in the parking lot of Costco..
She didn’t recognize me at first (it’s
always confusing for people to see a
pastor not dressed like a pastor), but
when she did she was happy to see
me and we had a good chat!

We feel settled in now, knowing our
way around and getting into a routine
as much as we can. It is good to be
able to work and contribute to the
team as we work to plant more
churches on the island to reach more
people with the Gospel.

Follow us on social media!
Facebook.com/sharpmission
X.com/sharpmission
Instagram: sharpmission

If you know anyone who would like to
receive our newsletter, they can sign
up at our website!

sharpmission.org
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| had the honor of preaching in
chapel at Concordia Seminary in

August.

THINGS TO PRAY ABOUT
IN OCTOBER:

Pray for the After School Club
outreach program in Ponce!
And for safe travels for Angie as
she has a “commute” from San
Juan.

Pray for the contacts we have
with a home school group that
meets near the Bayamon mis-
sion. We hope we can find a
way to be a blessing to them
and open doors to invite them
to church.

Pray for José, who has begun
the online seminary program
through the seminary in the
Dominican Republic.

Thank God that so far Puerto
Rico has been spared the worst
of hurricane season and ask
that we would continue to have
good weather.

Pray for a great school year for
the Sharp kids.
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Family updates

Above: Ambrose is captain of the soccer
team! Below: Callie with Maggie and some
of Maggie’s volleyball teammates.

It was great to have the whole family to-
gether in Puerto Rico all summer. This was
their first real “summer” vacation that
most of them can remember—our vaca-
tions were always backwards when we
were in Uruguay.

What the kids are up to

Elias is taking a year off of college to join
the lowa Air National Guard. Right now he
is waiting for his security clearance so he
can get a date for basic training and tech-
nical school. He is going to be a targeting
analystin an intelligence unit. We are very
proud of him!

Ambrose is a senior at St. Paul Lutheran
High School and is thinking about college.

He is interested in engineering, too, and
has narrowed down his list of schools he
wants to look at for next year. He is in-
volved in student government and was
named captain of the soccer team! We
are very proud of him, too!

Callie is a junior and this fall is a cheer-
leader for football as well as one of the
managers of the boys’ soccer team. She’s
doing really well in school and is thinking
about studying nursing.

Maggie is a freshman at SPLHS now! She
is enjoying the challenge of transitioning
to American schools after going PreK-8th
grade in Uruguay. She is playing volleyball
and really likes it!

One of the nice things about being so
much closer is that flying “home” to Puer-
to Rico is much cheaper and easier! So
the kids will be here for their long Thanks-
giving break and also Christmas! We look
forward to being together.

If you know anyone who is looking for a
Lutheran high school but doesn’t have
one nearby, St. Paul Lutheran High
School is a great option! We can’t say
enough about how well our kids have
done and how well they have been taken
care of physically, academically, and
spiritually.

We know we would not be doing this

important work without your help.

For your prayers, support, and
encouragement, THANK YOU!

Yours in the True Light,

James, Angie,
Elias, Ambrose, Callie, and Maggie
John 1:9

QV\ESS & To support the LCMS through the work of James and Angie
3\ 0’& Sharp and family, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
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Mission Central
40718 Highway E 16

Mapleton, lowa 51034

There are many opportunities to serve as short-term or GEO missionaries.
Check out the current list and download an application at lcms.org/service.
Click on “Service Opportunities.”
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