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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 21, 2025 — 8:00am & 10:30am

PRELUDES
“By Grace I’'m Saved” arr. Donald Busarow
“We Praise You, O God” arr. William Bates

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN “We Give Thee But Thine Own” #781

*« DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR I«
(LSB, pg. 203)

INVOCATION

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore, You are feared.

P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
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our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinnet.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

KYRIE

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

+\

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!

0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

| 1R

e

For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
f) | | \ \ | \ | .
'@‘" IE —— —— —— I — i I ——
I T I T I & o !' I —— .I I &°
o) I [ [
We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Let us pray together:

O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because without You
we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things
profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 8:4-7

*Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, *saying,
“When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer
wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully
with false balances, that we may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals
and sell the chaff of the wheat?” "The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely T will
never forget any of their deeds.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 2:1-15

'First of all, then, T urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, *for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. *This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Savior, *who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
*For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
‘who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 'For
this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher
of the Gentiles in faith and truth. *I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting
holy hands without anger or quarreling; ‘likewise also that women should adorn themselves in
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or peatls or
costly attire, '’but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.
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"Let 2 woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. "’I do not permit a woman to teach or to
exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. "For Adam was formed first, then
Eve; "and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.
“Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness,
with self-control.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL READING Luke 16:1-15
ALLELUIA and VERSE
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(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. >And he called him and said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no
longer be manager.” ’And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is
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taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. ‘T have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may
receive me into their houses.” *So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” “He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.” He said to
him, “Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” "Then he said to another, ‘And how
much do you owe?” He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill,
and write eighty.” *The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.
’And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of untighteous wealth, so that when it
fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. ""“One who is faithful in a very little is
also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. "If
then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? *And if you have not been faithful in that which is anothet’s, who will give you that
which is your own? "No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.” "“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they
ridiculed him. And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of

God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,
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by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both

the living and the dead,

Whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(10:30 — During the Hymn of the Day, children age 3 through first grade are invited
to attend “Kids of the Kingdom” children’s church. They will return following the sermon.)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” #743

SERMON “Mammon?”
Text: Luke 16:1-15 — Pastor Nathan Widener

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and
GATHERING OF OUR OFFERINGS



VOLUNTARY
“Offertory” Alexandre Boely

OFFERTORY PRAYER

(P)

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that you are the owner and we are the managers of
what you entrust to us. Help us to live for you each day and to generously share the
time, talents, and treasures you have given us. In Christ’s name,

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P)

Kind Father, Your Son declared to us that we cannot serve You and also be devoted
to money. Free all Your baptized children from obsession with the goods of this world,
that they may set their hearts on the joys of the kingdom and the inheritance that never
fades. Lord, in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Almighty God, guide Your Holy Church here and everywhere, that those who have
been called to serve as pastors and church workers and those preparing for and
considering full-time church work may be guarded against the assaults of the evil one,
encouraged in their callings, and prepared to serve faithfully for the sake of the
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

God, our Savior, uphold our president, our governor, and all whom You have placed
in high positions with wisdom and mercy, that we may lead peaceable and quiet lives,
godly and dignified in every way. Lord, in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled in mind, those
grieving in their sorrows, and the dying in their last hours. Grant them the comfort of
Your presence, relief according to Your will and peace in their hearts. Lord, in Your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Heavenly Bridegroom, grant that as we commune this day upon Your body and blood,
our hearts would be moved to repentance and faith, and that the fruits of this
Sacrament would be borne in lives of holiness and righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You provide us with daily bread and with everything we need for this
body and life. Free us from greed and covetousness, that we might be content with
Your blessing and glad to share with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

O Lord, our God, whose mercies are new every morning, we give You thanks and
praise for all Your kindness toward us, and we pray You to grant us the will and desire
to worship You joyfully, to serve You faithfully and to proclaim boldly Your mighty
acts of deliverance through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom we offer to You
these prayers, and in whom we trust for all things; to You alone be glory, honor,
worship and praise, O Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

d

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
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not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

LORD'S PRAYER
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

THE PEACE OF OUR LORD

P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“What is the World to Me” #730
“By Grace ’'m Saved” #566
“For the Fruits of His Creation” #894
DISMISSAL

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart "I+ in peace.

Amen.
NUNC DIMITTIS
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lotd look upon you with favor and *I* give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “We Praise You, O God” #785
POSTLUDE

“We Praise You, O God” arr. James Engel
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