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THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
February 1, 2026 – 8:00am & 10:30am 

 

PRELUDE 
“Blest Are They”  arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN            “Son of God, Eternal Savior” #842 
 

INVOCATION 
 
P   In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 
P Confident in the assurance of forgiveness through Jesus Christ, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.) 

 
P Almighty God, 
C We confess to You that we choose to walk in places far from Your light. We 

neglect opportunities to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
You. We hide the light that is Your gift to us. Forgive us and guide us in our 
way, that we may shine before others and give You the glory. Amen 

 
P Arise, shine, Your light has come. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for You and for His sake forgives You all Your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive You all Your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P People of God, live no longer in darkness, but in the light of Christ. 
C Amen. 
 

T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE T 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

 
P   Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray together: 
C Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 

frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Micah 6:1-8 
 

1Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and you enduring foundations 
of the earth, for the LORD has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with 
Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I 
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab 
devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come before the 
LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” 8He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY Psalm 15 
 
P O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
C He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

and speaks truth in his heart; 
 
P who does not slander with his tongue  

and does no evil to his neighbor, 
nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 

C in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

but who honors those who fear the LORD; 

who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
 
P who does not put out his money at interest 

and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 
to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
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that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom 
and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL READING  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
   

 

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
 

 
 
1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 
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Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. 
 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth  

and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
 and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both  
 the living and the dead, 
 Whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                “Blest Are They”   #982 
(The stanzas will be sung by the soloist. / The Congregation will sing the refrain following each stanza.) 
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Text and tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001621 

 

SERMON “It’s Too Much” 
 Texts: Micah 6:1-8 & Matthew 5:1-12 – Pastor Adam McDowell 

 

RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP and 
GATHERING OF OUR OFFERINGS 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”  arr. Raymond Haan 
 

OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P We pray for the church, that walking humbly with You we may do justice and love 

kindness. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for those persecuted for their faith, that they find wisdom in the message of 

Christ crucified. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for the nations of the world, that peacemakers may be a sign of your healing 

and reconciliation. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for our Synod, its teachers and officers.  Keep it true to Your Word, and 

cause the work of our Synod to grow and flourish. Guard and protect all members of 
our Synod against the danger of sinful ambitions, the love of dissension, and the spirit 
of indifference in doctrine and practice. Preserve us from all heresy and false belief. 
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Bless and defend the seminaries, colleges, and universities of our Synod, as well as our 
current seminarians and field workers: Luke, Christian, and Rick. Give us faithful 
pastors and teachers of Your Word.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for the poor in spirit, and all who suffer due to depression, poverty, or illness 

that you may be their strength. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for those who mourn and grieve the loss of loved ones, that you may comfort 

and console them. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P Heavenly Father, for all the blessed saints who now see you face-to-face, we give 

thanks. May we join them in the everlasting song of praise. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the 

sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PREFACE   
 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our 
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI   
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

AGNUS DEI  
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Jesus Sat with His Disciples” #932 
(This hymn will be sung to a different tune than what is in the hymnal.) 
“Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” #848 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” #625 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.   
C  Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 
P Heavenly Father, You have graciously fed us with the body and blood of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Let this holy food empower us, that Your dawn may break forth as we 
give ourselves to the hungry and to those who thirst for righteousness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION and DISMISSAL 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN       “You Are the Way; Through You Alone” #526 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”  arr. Paul Weber 


