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Melissa Deas - Acting Chief Resilience Officer at the District’s
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA)

She leads efforts to ensure the District can thrive in a changing
world by pushing forward policies that address shocks (e.g.
hurricanes, economic downturns, and pandemics) as well as

chronic stressors (e.g. affordable housing, stressed infrastructure,
and inequality). Melissa received her B.A. in Sociology from Harvard
University and her Master of City Planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Susan Ekoh - researcher with the German Development Institute

Her work is focused broadly on climate adaptation and resilience,
especially in urban areas of sub-Saharan Africa. Susan's past and
current research explores climate-induced human (im)mobility
responses in the context of cities, as well as the implementation of

global norms and agreements relevant to the intersection of
climate change and migration, by local authorities through
engagement with diverse stakeholders. Susan holds a doctorate in Environmental Policy
from SUNY ESF.
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