Y g PASTOR'S NOTES

The King of the Kingdom
Mark 1:14-20

The King Announces the Kingdom

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, ™ and saying, "The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." (Mark 1:14-15 ESV)

Faithful preaching of God’s word and kingdom will bring opposition and suffering. John was
arrested, literally “handed over,” and later, Mark will use the same verb for Jesus being “handed over”
to his enemies.

Now, Jesus comes into Galilee boldly proclaiming the gospel of God.

“The time is fulfilled.” Jesus is not just referring to a date on the calendar; he is declaring that God’s
appointed time has arrived. He reaches back through the history of redemption and brings forward all
the promises of Scripture concerning a King who would defeat Satan, save his people, and establish
Gods righteous rule. Jesus is essentially saying, “The wait is over. The kingdom of God is at hand.”

Jesus is announcing that God’s royal reign has drawn near because he, the King of the kingdom,
has arrived.

Mark is not content just to reveal that Jesus is King; he shows us the King’s authority in the rest of the
book. And that matters because this King now issues two imperatives that demand a response from
every person who hears the gospel: “Repent and believe.’ These imperatives are inseparably linked.

The Bible teaches that faith is required for salvation. However, genuine faith is evidenced by a
transformed life. The Spirit who regenerates us and brings us to faith also empowers us to live repentantly.

Jesus also commands us to believe and keep on believing the gospel.

In repentance, we turn and keep turning from sin and self-rule. In faith, we entrust ourselves to the
good news God has brought in Christ, and we keep trusting.

The King Calls His Disciples

6 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net
into the sea, for they were fishermen. '’ And Jesus said to them, "Follow me, and | will make you become
fishers of men.""® And immediately they left their nets and followed him. ™ And going on a little farther,
he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. ° And
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him. (Mark 1:16-20 ESV)

Jesus has commanded people to repent and believe the gospel; now Mark shows us what such faith
looks like in practice. Those who believe in Jesus are called to follow him.

Simon and Andrew

“Follow me” —

The call is not broadcast openly to anyone; it is given specifically to these men. And they're not being
called to a movement, a revolution, or religion. They are called to follow Jesus. Everything about their
lives will flow from the relationship the Lord called them into.

“...Iwill make you become fishers of men” — Jesus calls people as they are, but he intends to transform
them into people with eternal purposes.

Jesus takes responsibility for what these men will become. Similarly, none of us comes to Christ as a
finished product. We come with weaknesses, sinful patterns, incomplete understanding, fears, and
failures. But Jesus commits himself to changing us. Following Jesus means submitting ourselves to
Christ's ongoing work in us.

Simon, Andrew, James, and John were uniquely called to be among the twelve disciples. What is not
unique is their mission; their mission is given to every person in the church. We must be fishers of people.

People alive in Christ are not indifferent toward those who do not know him. He brings us into his
kingdom and then involves us in the work of his kingdom.

Every Christian has people within their reach: family members, friends, coworkers, neighbors,
classmates, and other people we meet in the ordinary rhythms of life. We can pray for them, love

them, speak about Christ to them, share the gospel, and be ready to explain the hope that is within us.

Jesus' call is personal, transformational, and costly. And we embrace each of these because the King's
call takes priority over everything else.
Looking back over this passage, we can see progression, the same thing that Jesus calls for each of us.
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