A3 PASTOR'S NOTES

We Believe: The Kingdom of God

The kingdom of God is one of the great themes of Scripture. From Genesis to Revelation, God is
revealing his plan to establish his reign over a redeemed people in a restored creation. The kingdom
is central to Jesus' preaching and teaching. Yet, there remains considerable confusion about it.

What exactly is the kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is God's rule and reign through King Jesus.

And, wherever that reign is gladly received and joyfully obeyed, the realities of the kingdom are displayed.

The kingdom of God is both a present spiritual reality and a future physical reality, a distinction that
many people in Jesus' day struggled to understand.

Jesus announced: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel. (Mark 1:15)

From then on, many expected dramatic political and military changes. They anticipated the overthrow
of Israel's enemies, the restoration of Israel as a nation with honor and prominence, and the visible
reign of the Messiah from Jerusalem. Their expectations were shaped by prophetic passages.

I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And | will enter into
Jjudgment with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel. And in that day the mountains
shall drip sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with milk. (Joel 3:2; 18 ESV)

Many people misunderstood how and when those prophecies would be fulfilled.

According to the Scripture, the Messiah would first come as the suffering servant who would bear
the sins of his people. Later, he would return as the conquering King, establishing his kingdom in all
its fullness.

Jesus constantly taught these truths. The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, nor
will they say, 'Look, here it is!" or There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.
(Luke 17:20-21 ESV)

The Pharisees were looking for visible, miraculous signs from Jesus. They wanted evidence that could
be seen and experienced. They expected the political realities to be turned upside down, even if it
meant doing so through military force. Instead, Jesus pointed them to a reality standing directly in
front of them.

The kingdom of God was present because the King was present. In fact, the reign of God had entered
history through the person and work of Jesus Christ.

The kingdom is not merely future; it is a present spiritual reality experienced by those who belong to Christ.

Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God. (John 3:3 ESV)

Before anyone enters the future physical kingdom, the kingdom of heaven, he must first enter God’s
kingdom spiritually by faith in Christ.

Upon repenting and believing in Christ, people are moved into the kingdom of Christ. He has delivered
us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son. (Colossians 1:13 ESV)

Christians already belong to the kingdom, and that truth changes how we understand and practice the
Christian life.

The realities of the future kingdom are already part of our lives through Christ today.
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We live in the spiritual kingdom of Christ as he rules as king over our hearts and lives. Yes, his kingdom
will be physical, but, at our salvation, Christ ushered us into those same spiritual realities.

If you misunderstand the kingdom of God in which we dwell by faith in Christ, then you'll see yourself
on one side of life and the kingdom of God on the other. However, the kingdom impacts us today and
eternally.

Citizenship in the kingdom of God is not merely a future promise; it is a present calling. Every day we
have opportunities to display the realities of Christ's kingdom.

This is why Jesus taught us to pray: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
(Matthew 6:10 ESV)

We pray that prayer because we long for the day when Christ's kingdom will be fully revealed. But we
also pray it because we desire for his rule and reign to be increasingly evident in our lives today.

The King has come. The King reigns. And the King is coming again. Therefore, live as faithful citizens of
his kingdom until the day faith becomes sight.
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.TO HIM WHO LOVES US
AND HAS FREED US

FROM OUR SINS
BY HIS BLOOD
AND MADE US A KINGDOM,
PRIESTS TO HIS GOD AND FATHER,
TO HIM BE GLORY AND DOMINION
FOREVER AND EVER.
AMEN.
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« Ed Gilchrist - recovering from surgery
- Ivan Fike, father of Matt Fike - North Alabama Medical Center




