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     Rhonda’s Reflections      
 

In John 6, beginning with verse 51, Jesus 
says, I am the bread of life. Cling to me. Take me 
in. Put your trust here. I will feed you.  

One of my favorite books appears at first 
to be a children’s book but it’s for people of all 

ages. It’s called Sleeping with Bread written by Dennis, Sheila and 
Matthew Linn. If you get all the way through the book, you’ll see 
that it leads you into a prayer practice. It asks questions like “What 
part of your day felt like life, and what felt like dread?” “What are 
you most grateful for and what are you least grateful for?” It’s 
about asking, where did I notice the presence of God? Where did I 
taste the bread of life today?  

It’s called Sleeping with Bread, because it is based on the 
story of the children who came out of World War II, who were 
traumatized and hungry. They knew a hunger that most of us I 
suspect will never know. It was a hunger that even after the 
children had had a really good and filling meal, it was still so hard 
to get to sleep at night because they were so worried that there 
wouldn’t be food in the morning. But then their caregivers figured 
something out – that if they gave each of child a piece of bread to 
sleep with, they’d fall right asleep, knowing that there would be 
bread in the morning.  

Jesus says, “I am the bread of life. I am the living bread. 
Whoever eats this food that never perishes abides in me and 
I abide in them.” Abide is used to describe God’s relationship with 
God’s people. It means to remain, to stay, to continue to dwell 
with.  Jesus says, I am the bread of life. Take me with you. Tuck me 
under your arm. I’ll stay with you at night. Everything else you 
think will give life just fades away and leaves you hungry and with 
no life in you.  

So, let me ask – what kind of spiritual food are you 
surviving on these days? What are you carrying with you? Is it 
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Jesus – the bread of heaven – and his fulfilling promises that says 
you are enough? You are worthy to be loved and to give love. Or 
are you living on food that will give you spiritual heart dis-ease? 
Where all the other things we worship – like work, success, and 
other people’s expectations – simply offer us empty promises. 
How many of us don’t go to sleep with good, nourishing, spiritual 
bread next to us, but rather go to sleep with our phone, next to us 
on the nightstand. We carry with us the things that make us think 
we are full, but don’t sustain us one bit. Things that numb us, 
preventing us from ever really feeling the presence of God. We 
cling to all sorts of things that do not give us life.  

God just wants good things for us - to have bread from 
heaven that we can carry with us each night, and tuck under our 
arms as we fall asleep.  The gift of grace, the gift of forgiveness, is 
that Jesus never stops reaching out with bread for us. Jesus comes 
to us over and over again. Jesus shows up in communities like this 
one –and in congregations like St. Paul’s. Jesus shows up in small 
interactions with familiar faces.  Jesus shows up in the gathering of 
people that come together to give thanks for and grieve the loss of 
a loved one.  

I don’t know about you, but when I am honest, I am hungry 
for this bread always.  Jesus is our bread, and the truth of this 
teaching is essential.  It is rock bottom of our faith.  It is the core of 
who this nourishing God is, and who we are as God’s people.  May 
we ever eat, and live. 

Sunday, October 3rd is World Communion Sunday.  As we 
gather to worship we join our brothers and sisters around the 
world who come to share and be filled with this life giving bread.  
The children of St. Paul’s will be bringing the bread to 
Communion. 

 
See you in Church, 

Rev. Rhonda 
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Helping Each other Adjust to Loss 

We can all agree this has been a difficult year, full of challenges and 
many losses.  It has been especially painful for those who are grieving 
the death of a loved one.   Many are longing to be heard, to have 
their pain acknowledged. They have a need to tell their stories, to be 
assured that someone is listening and cares, without advice or 
criticism.  HEAL is the St. Paul’s grief support group led by Pastor 
Rhonda Hainer, who is trained to assist persons in times of loss, 
struggle, or crisis.   HEAL will meet in the church’s old library October 
21st at 1:00 p.m. and is open for anyone who is seeking comfort, 
clarity, hope for a path forward.  
 

 
 

 

 

A Stewardship 

Moment 

A Stewardship Moment……….Then Come Follow Me 
 

The Gospel is filled with many asking questions, such as the 
one the young man asks Jesus: “What good must I do to gain 
eternal life?” After a brief conversation about keeping the ten 
commandments, Jesus tells him the final thing he must do to gain 
that which he seeks, telling him, “Sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.” At hearing this, the young man leaves, saddened due to his 
inability to perform this final task, due to his very large number of 
material possessions. 
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In my years of serving God while ministering to the people 
of Haiti on mission trips, I can say that the most beautiful and 
natural expressions of joy which I have seen in my life were in poor 
people who had little to hold onto. What a contrast with the 
saddened young man in Matthew’s Gospel. Unfortunately, we 
continue to be misled by the lie that our possessions can bring us 
true joy. The reality is that oftentimes, it is the possessions that 
possess us. The question here for the young man is not simply 
what does he own, but instead, “Who or what owns your heart 
and soul?” The answer lies in the expressions of joy that I have 
seen in some of the poorest of the poor, for their heart and soul 
has been given to a much greater power than anything that can be 
found on this earth. 

When we contemplate stewardship at its most basic level, 
we see it is about to whom do we belong. A person cannot serve 
two masters. A good steward sees that not only all they have 
belongs to God, they also belong to God. Free will does allow us to 
disregard that reality, but that path leads to the sadness of the 
young man. Embracing the reality that we are God’s beloved 
children and we belong to God leads to the natural expressions of 
joy.  

Today, what choice will you make? 

  
Interested in becoming a member? Contact Pastor 

Rhonda to set up a time to learn the process for formally joining St. 

Paul’s UCC.  You'll learn more about who we are, our beliefs, and 

our mission. You'll also get to hear the story of our church and 

discuss what it means to be a member of this congregation 

through serving, growing in your faith journey, moving toward 

generosity, and more. You'll have the opportunity to join the 

church at the end of the class if you choose. If you have any 

questions, contact the pastor at rhainer@bright.net or 563-210-

3508. 

mailto:rhainer@bright.net
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AGAPE MISSION:   Our goal again this year is 2000.  Let’s 

get rolling early this year and put the rolls in the Elevette Room.  
Currently, our totals are 1610 rolls of toilet paper and 1122 bars of 
soap.  If you would like for me to purchase rolls for you, I can do 
this.  Just give your donation to me or the office. I will be glad to 
help out. So, let’s just keep the paper rolling. Thank you for your 
past and present support of Agape projects.   Jane Nuss.  

 

AGAPE WARM WINTER COAT DRIVE 
NEW & GENTLY USED ADULT & 
CHILDRENS WINTER COATS & 

NEW WINTER WATER PROOF GLOVES 
Coat Drive Dates:   September 19 – October 30th 

 
Drop off Coats to the Agape Client Services Building from 8 am – 
4:30 pm Monday through Friday. 
If dropping off at AGAPE THRIFT STORE, you must specify it is for 
the Warm Winter Coat Drive.   
St. Paul’s will have a barrel set up at the rear/center of the 
sanctuary for drop off of coats and gloves as well.          

 
 

New Church Directory! 
It’s time to update our church family album, and we want 
you to be a part of it. Photo sessions will be scheduled 
beginning October 18th through October 21st. Please see 
the flyer included with this Communicator and watch for 
more information to come. 
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ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE 
Don’t forget that we now have online giving!  It is available 
now by downloading Vanco Payment Solutions onto your 
mobile device by going to the app store or Google Play and 
search for “GivePlus Church”- the download is free.  We 
also have a button on our website that will take you to the 
Vanco site.  This service is available for your convenience! 

 
Five Reasons Why Online Giving 

is the Smartest Way to Give 
Our online church management software (Vanco) allows members 
to sign in and update their own membership information, including 
setting up automatic bank withdrawals (or credit card gifts) for 
their giving to the church’s mission. This no-hassle, envelope-free, 
first-fruits method of giving is used by many of St. Paul’s members. 
Why? 
1. It’s good stewardship. It’s less work for you and counters and 
the church treasurer. It saves time and resources that can be used 
for outreach and ministry rather than bookkeeping. 
2. It’s safe. Studies have shown that secure electronic transfers 
reduce the chance of fraud, mistakes, lost checks, and piracy by 
two-thirds over traditional envelope/check/cash giving. 
3. It’s user friendly. All members who give online can log on at 
their home computers and monitor their giving, change the 
amount of their deductions and designations and frequency of gifts 
without having to file forms with the church office. 
4. It’s eco-friendly. There’s no paperwork, no checks, no envelopes 
– no waste. It’s the green way to give. 
5. It enhances your worship experience. No more digging through 
your purse or wallet during the service trying to find your 
checkbook or envelopes. Your focus can remain on worshiping 
God. 
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
Merritt Roth Burke was born on May 24, 2021. Merritt weighed 8 
lbs 5 oz. and 19.5” long. Merritt is the son of Tom and Brittany 
(Roth) Burke. Proud grandparents are Bob and Joyce Roth, Great-
Grandparents are Bernie and Marilyn Schroer. Merritt was 
welcomed home by his older brother, Tripp.  Congratulations! 
 

 
 

 

BREAKING BREAD 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

 

  

Breaking Bread will be serving from 4:30 to 5:15pm (unless food is 
all gone before this).  Grab and Go from your car only.  Looking 
forward to providing delicious free meals to our community.  Every 
Thursday except the first Thursday of the month. 
 

• October 14 

• October 21 

• October 28 
 
 

BREAKING BREAD’ COMMUNITY DINNER 
      If you would like to make a financial contribution to help with 
costs for the weekly community dinner, these will be gratefully 
accepted. Donations can be placed in the Sunday offering plate or 
mailed to the church office.  Please be sure to indicate your name 
on the envelope if you would like to receive credit on your giving 
statement.  Contributions of #10 canned food are also accepted. 
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The Family Room Event 
 

 

Fall Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 31st   

at the home of Bill and Jane Nuss 
13458 Howell Road 

Great food ~ Wagon Rides 
Games ~ Kids craft project 
Fun for ALL ages – Join us! 

 
(if inclement weather – event will 

 be held in Fellowship Hall from 2pm-6pm) 

 

BACK BAY MISSION TRIP 

Is it time for a life changing experience? I am putting together a 
trip to Back Bay Mission for March 20, 2022 and we need to start 
planning now.  Perhaps you went before, or maybe you have been 
promising yourself that one day you will go, or perhaps this is all 
new to you.  We will spend a week in Biloxi, Mississippi 
“strengthening neighborhoods, seeking justice and transforming 
lives” by working in construction, the food pantry, soup kitchen 
and Micah Day Center for the Homeless.  You do not have to have 
a particular skill or work in any area where you are not 
comfortable.  Minimum age is 14, maximum age??? You can truly 
put your faith into action and change someone’s life…and yours as 
well.  Please see Jeanette Tangeman or call me at 419-234-7935 
for more information.  Several people from St. Paul’s have gone, 
often more than once and they would talk with you as well.  
Looking forward to serving Christ with you.   

 



10  

 

Jim’s Musical Notes  

 

"What a Friend We Have in Jesus" 
(1855) 

       Joseph Scriven watched in shock as the body of his fiancee' 
was pulled from the lake.  Their wedding had been planned for the 
next day.  Reeling from the tragedy, he made up his mind to 
immigrate to America.  Packing up his belongings in Dublin, 
Ireland, he sailed for Canada, leaving his mother behind.  He was 
about 25 years old. 
       Ten years later, in 1855, he received word that his mother was 
facing a crisis.  Joseph wrote this poem and sent it to her.  Mrs. 
Scriven evidently gave a copy to a friend who had it published 
anonymously, and it quickly became a popular hymn, though no 
one knew who had written it. 
       Meanwhile, Joseph fell in love again.  But tragedy struck a 
second time when his bride, Eliza Catherine Roche, contracted 
tuberculosis and died in 1860 before their wedding could take 
place. 
       To escape his sorrow, Joseph poured himself into ministry, 
doing charity work for the Plymouth Brethren and preaching 
among the Baptists.  He lived a simple, obscure life in Port Hope, 
Canada, cutting firewood for widows, giving away his clothes and 
money to those in need.  He was described as "a man of short 
stature, with iron-gray hair, close-cropped beard, and light blue 
eyes that sparkled when he talked."  Ira Sankey later wrote: 
      
              Until a short time before his death it was not known 

that he had a poetic gift.  A neighbor, sitting up with 
him in his illness, happened upon a manuscript copy 
of "What a Friend We Have in Jesus."  Reading it 
with great delight and questioning Mr. Scriven 
about it, he said that he had composed it for his 
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mother, to comfort her in a time of special sorrow, 
not intending that anyone else should see it.  Some 
time later, when another Port Hope neighbor asked 
him if it was true he had composed the hymn, his 
reply was, "The Lord and I did it between us." 

 
       On October 10, 1896, Joseph became critically ill.  In his 
delirium, he rose from his bed and staggered outdoors where he 
fell into a small creek and drowned at age 66.  His grave was 
arranged so that his feet were opposite those of his lost love, Eliza 
Catherine Roche, that at the resurrection they might arise facing 
each other.     
 

Taken from "Then Sings My Soul" by Robert J. Morgan 

 

 
 

 

OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Josie Daggerhart 
3 – Raymond Walter 
9 – Ethan Frankenhauser 
12 – Ava Tangeman 
16 – Oliver Lemmerman 

18 – Beckett Clark 
20 – Ashlie Nuss 
25 – Leah Walter 
27 – Caleb Turner 
28 – Brooke Turner 

 
 

Christian Ed news: 
 

WOW… The Sunday School department is in full swing and we 
are having FUN.  Lots of activity and high spirts on Sundays.  The 
kids learn from us and we are learning new things from the kids.  
It’s a win-win for everyone!  
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• Following in God’s Footprints: The kids have traced their 
footsteps and we have them on the wall in the stairwell and 
Sunday School hallway from the parking lot entrance door. 

• The trees in the hallway started growing colorful leaves!  
The kids are using the leaves for their attendance.  In 
October we will be using pumpkins. 

• The soap challenge is ongoing with the last Sunday being 
September 26th.  The small bulletin board by the Nursery 
will be the Sunday School mission project book.  As of 
September 12th, the Sunday School kids have 135 bars and 
the church members have 184 bars of soap.  Thank you to 
everyone that is helping us with the bar soap for Agape.  

• Sunday School lessons in all ages teach Bible lessons and 
relate those lessons to every day real life experiences.  

• Our Sunday School attendance from Nursery to Adult 
Forum averages 60-75 every Sunday.   

• Adult Forum meets every Sunday in the Heritage Hall at 
9:15am.  Every week is a different topic and sure to be 
educational.  Adult Forum facilitator is David Hainer.  The 
group’s topics are informative and fun to discuss with other 
members in the class. A wide variety of ages attend, and 
you are never too young or too old to learn!  Please feel 
free to join!  

From their mouths to our ears, this is what we hear from our 
Sunday School kids:    (This might be a monthly thing so do as you 
wish with the title)  
 

• During music time and practicing our song, one girl told us 
“Today (Sept. 12) really is Grandparents Day, so why are we 
doing it Oct. 17?”  Once we realized it was a Hallmark 
Grandparents Day, we told her because St. Paul’s is special 
and we are having our own Grandparents Day.  She knew 
more than we did that day!  

• “I just love Sunday School”   
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• A Sunday School child asking parents every day, “Is today a 
Sunday School day?”  

• During our outside scavenger hunt on Sept. 5, a few girls 
were skeptical of a big bug on the church wall.  When trying 
to get the bug off the wall for them so no one got stung, as 
it flew away Joni says, “Don’t be scared, it’s just one of 
God’s creatures.”  The girls say, “Then why where you 
trying to step on it if it’s one of God’s creatures?”  And Joni 
knew right there a lesson was taught to her and said 
“You’re right!”  
 

 
 

 
     BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 

10/10/21 
 

 
Young or old, there is one book that will stay with us for the rest of 
our lives. The Bible.  Sunday, October 10 during the 10:30am 
worship service our third graders will be receiving their Bibles.  
Congratulations on your special day!  
Those receiving their Bibles are:   
 
Adelyn Clark, parents Jason and Andrea Clark 
Ethan Frankenhauser, parents Nick and Maddy Frankenhauser  
Carsen Long, parents Victor and Kaylee Long 
Bryton Starr, parents Michael and Brittany Briggs 
Dylan Winget, parents Greg and Tracy Winget 
Sophie Burden, parents Jason and Melissa Burden  
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TRUNK OR TREAT 
The Christian Education and Nurture Committee will be 

participating in Trunk or Treat (aka Trick or Treat) on Thursday, 

October 28th from 6-7:30 pm. We will have candy and promotional 

information on the church and Sunday School for those that stop 

by the church parking lot.  Don’t forget to come visit us!  

 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

 
 

You’re Invited!!!!!  
  

When:  Sunday October 17 @ 10:30am  
Who:   EVERYONE!    
What:  Nursery to 8th grade classes are singing in church and have 
a short   

Grandparent skit.  
Where: St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, St. Marys  
 
Everyone is invited!  Bring your parents, Grandparents and 
whoever else!  It’s going to be entertaining!  
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

BREAK BAGS FOR AGAPE 

(see enclosed list of items needed) 

The Christian Education and Nurture committee is partnering with 
Agape to collect food for the December Break Bags.  Agape has 
provided us with the list of food they will need to fill the December 
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Break Bags. There is a copy of the list enclosed with this 
newsletter.  The church will not be handing out the break bags this 
year, only helping to provide the food for them.  This will be the 
mission project for Sunday School for October and November.  We 
are asking church members to help us collect this food.  Collection 
boxes will be placed in the sanctuary, marked Break Bag Food 
collection.  Food collected will be taken to Agape for Agape to fill 
and distribute the Break Bags.    Thank you for your help!  
 

 
 

 
 
I am excited to say that the St. Paul’s Youth Group had a very 

successful Rally Day Sunday kickoff, with both old and new faces 

making an appearance. Nearly twenty youth in all attended! I also 

want to extend a big thanks to Grace Garrison and the Youth 

Group volunteers who came out to paint faces and help out at the 

Rally in the Alley festivities. 

This month the Youth Group continues its exploration of what it 

means to be chosen by God through viewing and discussion of 

VidAngel’s The Chosen web series. Though attendance dropped off 

a bit after Rally Day, it has risen every Sunday thereafter, and we 

look forward to continuing that trend. A HalloWeekends trip to 

Cedar Point is also in the works, so be on the lookout for 

communications from Nick Frankenhauser in regards to that. 

Nick 
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Aluminum Can Recycling for the Youth Group - Thank you to 
everyone who is saving aluminum cans for the YOUTH GROUP. We 
will continue to save, collect, and recycle cans.  Cans need to be 

rinsed out and brought to St. Paul’s - just leave them behind the 

curtain under the stairs of the Creation Station door. If you have a 
lot of cans and would like to take them on to recycling and donate 
the money, it may be just as easy once they are in your vehicle. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

 

 

 
FALL HARVEST MEAL 

WANTED: homemade baked goods for the October 6th 

Bake Sale which will be held in Heritage Hall from 1:00 to 6:00p. 
  The Fall Cafeteria will be held on October 6th. The time of 
serving will be from 4:30 to 6:00p. We will be serving scalloped 
chicken, Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, noodles, green beans, and 
desserts. 
The cost is $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children. Children will be 
able to get a hot dog, mashed potatoes, noodles, green beans, and 
desserts. You can eat in or carry out your meals. So, come enjoy 
fellowship. 
  Proceeds from this annual all-church event (and the Bake 
Sale) support Women’s Guild activities throughout the year.  We 
hope you will support this meal as you have done in the past.   
 
Thank you, 
Jane Nuss 
Fall Harvest Meal Chairperson 
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This is a challenge to the women of the church!  

Would you consider assembling a personal hygiene care kit for 
Church World Services?  CWS was founded in 1946 and is a 
cooperative ministry of 37 Christian denominations.  The CWS 
mission is to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace 
and justice at the national and international level.  In the face of 
natural disaster, violence, or poverty, hygiene kits can mean the 
difference between sickness and health for struggling families.  
Assemble the following items and place in a zip lock gallon bag.  
There will be a basket in the Elevette room for these kits. Thank 
you for supporting this mission. 
 
Hygiene Kits 

• One hand towel measuring approximately 15" x 28" to 
16"x32" (no fingertip, bath, dish towel, or micro-fiber) 

• One wash cloth 
• One wide-tooth comb removed from the package (found at 

discount dealers like sallybeauty.com) 
• One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package 

(either one is acceptable) 
• One bath size bar of soap in the original package 
• One toothbrush in the original package 
• Ten standard size Band-Aids 
• Place all items in a ONE GALLON ZIP-LOCK BAG 
• Do not add any extra items or toothpaste. A tube of 

toothpaste will be added to each hygiene kit just prior to its 
journey. 

 
 
ARE YOU CRAFTY? DO YOU KEEP YOURSELF BUSY WITH 
CRAFTS OR HOBBIES?   

The Women’s Guild would like to have another Craft Show to 
coincide with their Fall Harvest Meal/Bake Sale.  If you have the 
extra time, maybe you could make and donate a craft? 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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QUILTERS 
Our quilting ladies meet on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to ??? in the 
sewing room.  Questions?  Call Margaret Hunter at 419-733-4332.  
(Note: We don’t meet in the summer months) 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for the generous scholarship money as it will help me 
forward my academic career at The Ohio State University.  Thank 
you for your continued support of me and the community. 
 
Courtney Nuss 

 
 

 
 

 If you will be going to the hospital or if someone you know is 
hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know.  

 Please call the church office with address corrections or if you 
do not see your Birthday or Anniversary listed during the 
correct month.  Call 419-394-3811.  Thank you!! 

 CALL-EM-ALL - Please let the church office know if you are 
experiencing any problems with the Call-Em-All phone 
messages.  Also, if you would like to be removed from the 
calling list, listen to the broadcast and at the end follow their 
directions to ‘opt out’ of any future broadcasts - this will 
remove your number from the calling list.   Thank you! 

 Cell phone # for Pastor Rhonda  (563) 210-3508 
    rhainer@bright.net – Rev. Hainer’s e-mail address.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwixkonpls_UAhWo3YMKHUenDeIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wlrfm.com/fyi/&psig=AFQjCNGx7CsrhehRSRloA75TmV8G1BMTLQ&ust=1498139296268185


19  

 

    smucc@bright.net - church e-mail address.  Use this to e-mail 
articles for the newsletter/messages for the Sunday bulletin. 

    jnjl2021@gmail.com- Christian Ministry Directors email 
address.   

    franken.nick@gmail.com- High School Youth Director email 
address. 

    cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com to contact Carol Schmidt for the 
Email Prayer Team Requests. 

    spmedia@bright.net – to contact Jim Huckemeyer or Rich 
Spencer email address.   

    www.stpaulsuccsm.com - church web site address and most 
current worship service videos can be seen here. 

    Televised worship service- our worship service here at St. 
Paul’s is shown on TSC cable - Digital channel 1 OR  non-
digital channel 2, every Sunday at 10:30 am and also on 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. There is a one week delay of the 
service shown. 

 
 

STAFF OF ST. PAUL’S UCC: 
 
 Rev. Rhonda Hainer, Pastor  

 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 Nick Frankenhauser, Youth Director 

 Jim Huckemeyer, Director of Music 

 Maddy Frankenhauser, Director of Children’s Music 

 Andrea Spencer, Organist 

 Ann Vogel, Organist 

 Cynthia Hanover, Pianist 

 Becky Anderson, Pianist 

 Bob Schumacher, Custodian 

 Rich Spencer, Audio and Video 

 Carol Schmidt, Email Prayer Team Contact 

 Jane Nuss & Joan Leffel, Christian Ministry Directors 

 Kim Opperman, Church School Superintendent 

 Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 

 Kim Opperman, Nursery Supervisor 

mailto:franken.nick@gmail.com
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EYEGLASSES FOR THE NEEDY - collected by the church school 
classes.  Donated glasses should be placed in the basket at the 
North entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
Kroger Fund Raiser for the Women’s Guild – If you would like to 
support Women’s Guild with the Kroger fundraiser, log on to:  
www.krogercommunityrewards.com to sign up & register your 

Kroger Plus card.  NPO# is SK5720.  If you do not use the 

internet, but would like to sign up, please contact Jane Nuss or Kris 
Vanderhorst. 
 
LIFT CHAIR is available for 'loan' to anyone in the church who 
might have a need for it.  Please call the church office for more 
information.   
 
ATLAS 600 VISION MACHINE – QUANTITY OF 2 - to assist those 
who have vision problems with reading books, newspapers, 
prescription labels, writing personal checks or viewing family 
photographs - making this possible with video magnifiers.  

WALKERS - If you have need of a walker for assistance in getting 
around, please call the church office.  One of our church members 
has several different type walkers, which are available for loan. 

RESTROOM ITEMS:  If you have a need for shower chairs, toilet 
seat elevators and hand-held shower adapters, please call the 
church office.  One of our church members has graciously donated 
a few of these items. 

LAMINATOR - available in the church office.  This is used by the 
Sunday School teachers for classroom projects and activities and 
by the office staff.  We will also laminate items for church 
members for a fee of $1.00 per item (NOTE: maximum size we can 
laminate is 8 ½ x 11 inches).  
 

http://mail.bright.net/wm/mail/fetch.html?urlid=0065f85d26e3fb32b5d2f2e6ced68e37f&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.krogercommunityrewards.com%2F
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OFFERING ENVELOPES - are distributed by quarterly mailing.  
Please notify the church office if you are not receiving envelopes 
and would like to be added to this mailing list.  Also, PLEASE 
NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS. 
 
COPIES - if you need copies made of any personal items, you may 
stop by the church office and we will be glad to make them for  
you.  If it is a large project, it is best to call ahead.  Cost for making 
copies for church members is 15 cents per copy if you use the 
office paper or 10 cents per copy if you bring your own paper. 
 
THE DVD/CD DUPLICATOR in the church office enables us to make 
multiple copies of the morning worship service.  Please call the 
church office to request a copy. The charge for duplicating a DVD 
will be $2.00 each.  Monthly sets of worship DVD’s can also be 
mailed at a cost of $10.00 per month. Call the church office for 
more information. 
 

 
 

2021 CHURCH OFFICIALS 
 
President of Congregation  Jeff Dieringer 
Vice-president of Congregation Darren Caywood 
President of Consistory 2021  Marsha Landers 
Vice-president of Consistory 2021 Lynda Hadley 
 
  2021 Members of Consistory 
 
Elders:            Jane Nuss           Marsha Landers 

           Joan Leffel                    Mary Holtzapple 
           Kevin Gehres           Lori Now 
 

Deacons:       Lynn Schmidt           Melinda Silber 
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            Lynda Hadley               Kelly Kill 
                        Susan Braun                 Linda McDonald 
                        Jennifer Ginter             Susan Spencer 
            Becky Anderson          Jill Dickman 
                        Carol Schmidt              Jen Lucas 
 
Trustees:       Kyle Opperman, Larry Kill and DeWayne Marsee 
 

 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

August 2021:   
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through August 31, 2021  =  $175,617.36 
 Received through August 31, 2021   =  $147,493.76 
 Expenses through August 31, 2021   =  $156,804.34 
 Received through August 31, 2020   =  $144,604.68  
Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through August 31, 2021 =  $  10,000.00      
 Received through August 31, 2021 =  $    7,813.00 
 Received through August 31, 2020  =  $    9,149.00 

Status of 2021 Budget: 
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through September 30, 2021  =   $197,569.53 
 Budgeted through September 12, 2021  =   $186,593.44 
 Received through September 12, 2021   =   $153,627.76 

Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through September 30, 2021  =   $ 11,250.00 
 Budgeted through September 12, 2021  =   $ 10,625.00  
 Received through September 12, 2021   =   $   8,926.00 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 CONSISTORY 
MEETING 

The regular meeting of the consistory was called to order at 6:00 
p.m. by President Marsha Landers. Pastor Rhonda opened the 
meeting with prayer. 
 
Present: Elders: Jane Nuss, Lori Now, Kevin Gehres, Joan Leffel and 
Marsha Landers; Trustees: Larry Kill, and Kyle Opperman; Deacons:  
Jennifer Ginter, Jill Dickman, Susan Braun, Susan Spencer, Lynn 
Schmidt, Carol Schmidt, Linda McDonald, Becky Anderson and 
Kelly Kill.  Also present were, Treasurer, David Dickman, 
Administrative Assistant Carolyn Garrison, Custodian Bob 
Schumacher and guest Ann Vogel.   
 
Guest Ann Vogel was in attendance to discuss the quotes she has 
received from three organ companies to re-furbish our church 
organ.  Ann discussed some of the items involved with re-
furbishing the organ that the quotes range anywhere from $92,000 
to $225,000. Ann reported that she and Andrea Spencer will be 
sitting down and reviewing the quotes and will report back to 
Consistory once that is completed. 
Minutes: 

• Minutes from the August 11, 2021, meeting were reviewed. 
Lori Now made a motion to approve the minutes.  Linda 
McDonald seconded.  Motion carried. 

Financial Report:  David Dickman 

• David reviewed the Financial Report for the month of 
August 2021. There being no other questions, President 
Marsha asked to file the financial report for review by the 
church Administrative Assistant.  

President’s Report:  Marsha Landers 

• Discussion was held about a recent recommendation that 
churches with a Boy Scout Charter end said Charters due to 
some recent issues that have arisen.  St. Paul’s is a Charter 
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with the Boy Scouts. Cub Scout Pack 36 has met here at St. 
Paul’s for 50+ years without issue. A review of our church 
insurance reflects that we have coverage if any issues 
should arise. After some discussion, we will table the 
subject until the next Charter Agreement comes due.  

Pastor’s Report:   Rhonda Hainer  

• Our church parade float was a success! Thank you, Jane 
Nuss and Joan Leffel, for heading up that committee and to 
all the adults and children who walked alongside and 
handed out candy and fans advertising Rally in the Alley. 

• We had a very good turnout for the Summerfest Worship in 
the Park as well as the Hymn Sing Worship that Rev. David 
Hainer had here at St. Paul’s. 

• Our Rally in the Alley was quite successful and that is due in 
part to all of the volunteers that worked hard to make that 
event a success! 

• On Rally Day, we had 50 kids in attendance for Sunday 
School, 20 youth for High School Youth Group and a large 
attendance for the Adult Forum. 

• There were 139 in attendance for Rally Day Holy Humor 
Sunday worship. 

• Pastor Rhonda has emailed a Thank You to everyone that 
helped and were involved in the success of Rally Day. 

• The monthly HEAL grief group led by Pastor Rhonda 
continues to grow and is meeting a great need for many. 

• Pastor Rhonda recently returned from a marvelous Clergy 
Women Retreat in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  The 
week of Sept. 20-26 Rhonda will be attending a five-day 
Spiritual Formation Continuing Education event in Indiana.  
Rev. Jeanette Tangeman will cover all pastoral emergencies 
and preach on Sept. 26th. 

• Grand Lake United Methodist Church donated the two 
bounce houses (one was brand new and never used before) 
for Rally Day. As a good faith gesture, could we donate 
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money to them? After some discussion, The Stewardship 
Committee offered $200, Pastor Rhonda offered money 
from her Pastor’s Discretionary Account and there is a small 
balance left in the Rally Day Master Savings. Kelly Kill made 
a motion to donate $500 to Grand Lake UMC for the use of 
the bounce houses. Kevin Gehres seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

Budget and Finance:  David Dickman 

• 2022 Budget Committee will be meeting soon and will 
present a preliminary budget to Consistory at the October 
meeting. 

Personnel:  Lori Now 

• Bob Schumacher has turned in his notice of retirement 
after 21 years here at the church. Retirement date is set for 
November 1, 2021; however, he is willing to stay on until a 
replacement is found. 

Loose Offering:  Marsha Landers 

• The Loose Offering (2nd Sunday of each month) for both 
September and October will go toward the Personal Care 
and Clean-up Bucket kits 

Trustees:  Kyle Opperman 

• We had a water line break. Larry Kill was able to repair and 
replace needed parts. 

• We retrieved two balloons from Rally Day that became 
tangled in the sanctuary ceiling fans. 

• We will address the Pickle Ball request at the October 
meeting. 

Elders:  Marsha Landers 

• Mary Holtzapple has advised Carolyn that she is resigning 
her Elder position. We will need to fill her spot from now 
through 2022. 

• Marsha Landers will do the altar communion this Sunday. 
Deacons:  Lynn Schmidt 
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• Reminder that following tonight’s Consistory meeting, the 
Deacons and Elders will need to meet upstairs to review full 
pew communion so that we are prepared for World 
Communion Sunday in October. 

Christian Mission and Outreach:  Pastor Rhonda 

• We have created new Visitor/Prayer Request cards. You will 
find them in the pews. 

Rally Day: Kevin Gehres 

• Very thankful for the encouragement from those who were 
on the committee and volunteered their time. 

• A big Thank You to those that donated food!! 
Christian Education and Nurture:  Jane Nuss 

• Sunday School has 30-50 kids in attendance so far. 

• October 10th we will be handing out Bibles 

• October 17th is Grandparents Day 

• There is a Christian Ed Meeting scheduled for next Monday, 
September 13th at 6pm. 

Old Business: 

• Pastor Rhonda reported that the Church Soft website has 
been down and further research is needed into this current 
software and whether it meets the needs of the church.  
She is looking into this research. 

New Business:  

• Susan Spencer reported that she has met with Universal 
Directories and that they have two date choices left to 
choose from this year. Lori Now made a motion to go with 
the October 18-21st dates for directory pictures.  Kevin 
Gehres seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

• Carolyn brought up that there are numerous boxes of old 
offering envelopes in the old church office upstairs. Carolyn 
has checked with the National UCC office as to how many 
years we should keep.  The National office suggested six (6) 
months, but Carolyn expressed concern of possibly having 
to go back and look for an offering from the current year. 
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Carolyn also checked with our church accountant. The 
accountant suggested 1-2 years. After some discussion, it 
was decided that we would keep 1 year and take all of the 
boxes stored upstairs to Auglaize Recycling to be shredded. 

• Kevin Gehres brought up that the National Disaster 
Ministries is doing a Matching Grant for money raised for 
the Disaster kits.  Our loose offering this Sunday and the 
second Sunday in October are designated for these kits. 
Can we do a Call-Em-All to promote the Loose Offering? 
Carolyn will do a Call-Em-All before Sunday. 

• Bob Schumacher asked about the hours of the church being 
open. After some discussion, members were asked to 
contact Carolyn and let her know that you will be coming in 
after office hours so that she can mark the church calendar 
and also let Bob know. 
 

There being no further matters to discuss, Kyle Opperman 
made the motion to adjourn and Jane Nuss seconded. The 
regular meeting adjourned at 7:14 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Landers, 2021 Consistory President 
Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 
 
 

 

DON’T FORGET 

 

Deadline for articles, 
announcements, etc. for 
the November issue of The 
Communicator will be 
October 19th. 
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