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     Rhonda’s Reflections      
 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! 
Hold fast to what is good. Return no one evil for 
evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the 
weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. Love 
and serve the Lord your God, rejoicing in the   
power of the Holy Spirit. 

  
Every week at the end of the Sunday morning service, as 

your preacher and pastor, I raise my hand and give a blessing and a 
charge. The blessing is to comfort us and the charge is to challenge 
us. The Christian life is meant to give us both—the comfort of 
God’s presence and the challenge of God’s call. These paradoxes 
dwell side by side each time we conclude our Sunday morning 
services together in the sanctuary. As we ponder what we are 
about to eat for lunch, how we are traveling to our next 
destination, and what errands we need to run, God meets with us 
in order to bless us and charge us. 

Some of us would rather have the blessing without the 
charge, but we cannot have one without the other. It is like asking 
for Jesus to only come in grace but not in truth (John 1:14). We like 
the comforting words that God loves us, that Jesus is our friend, 
and that the Holy Spirit fellowships with us. We do not like the 
words that cause us to squirm a little and shift our weight in our 
shoes;  The words of challenge. We shy away from the words that 
call us to act differently because of the way that God invites us to 
make our stated faith a lived reality. 

Some of us would rather have the charge without the 
blessing, but we cannot have that either. God does not come to 
bring truth without grace or a charge without a blessing. If God did 
that, God would fulfill all the cliches about judgment without love. 
A charge is not meant to shame or punish. A charge is meant to 
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change how we live and turn us around. For a charge to come in 
love, it must come with a blessing, too. 

As we enter 2022, we have an opportunity to ask ourselves 
how God brings us comfort and challenge. How will you accept 
God’s grace—the grace that is waiting for you? What is God 
charging you to do and how will you respond? 
 
Happy New Year and Peace be with you, 
Rev. Rhonda 

 
 

 
 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye…. 

Plan now to be a part of our worship on Sunday January 9, 
2022, as St. Paul’s will be presented with the 2021 Heartland 
Conference Tom Paton Award (see below) for accessibility by The 
Rev. David Long-Higgins, Heartland Conference settled minister. 
David had served as its transitional leader for three years. Prior to 
that, he was a parish minister for 30 years, serving — together with 
his wife, the Rev. Beth Long-Higgins — as co-pastor of David’s UCC, 
Canal Winchester, Ohio, and Bethany UCC, Louisville, Ky.  
Additionally, he has served on the boards of numerous UCC 
regional and national ministries and the Ohio Council of Churches. 

Rev. Long-Higgins will lead us in worship and bring to us the 
message, “Your Primary Identity”.  Along with an exciting worship 
service, our Consistory is hosting an information fair…showcasing 
various committees and positions of the church, providing 
information about specific church leadership and volunteer service 
opportunities.  The event will take place from 9:00a.m. to 

https://davidsucc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Bethany-UCC-Louisville-KY-1748882165406947/
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10:30a.m. in the church’s Fellowship Hall…where you will also find 
donuts, coffee, and juice! 

St. Paul’s UCC is proud and honored to receive the 
Heartland Conference’s Tom Paton Award which recognizes and 
awards churches and Ohio UCC-related organizations which have 
done the most during the past year to make their building 
physically accessible, to make their congregations inclusive and 
welcoming, and who were committed to be advocates for persons 
with disabilities in their communities. The award was named in 
honor of Rev. Tom Paton. The Tom Paton Award was established in 
1979 by the Ohio Conference Task Force on Ministries for and with 
Persons with Disabilities to honor the man who inspired and 
helped direct Conference efforts to reach out and serve people 
with disabilities. Rev. Paton was a strong advocate for 
inclusiveness for all persons and all conditions of life.  Please plan 
to attend and help your church celebrate this award, and also 
welcome Rev. Long-Higgins to our church community. See you in 
church!!! 

 
 
 

 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR COMMITTEES, ETC. 
Carolyn will soon begin preparing the 2021 Annual 
Report.   Please submit your report to her by Tuesday, 
January 18th.  If you can type and send it by email, it is 
most helpful - she can cut and paste!!  If you have any 
questions, please give her a call in the church office. 
 
 
 



5  

 

AGAPE MISSION: It’s a new year and a new beginning for 

our toilet paper mission. Our goal again this year is 2000.  Let’s get 
rolling early this year and put the rolls in the Elevette Room.  If you 
would like for me to purchase rolls for you, I can do this.  Just give 
your donation to me or the office. I will be glad to help out. So, let’s 
just keep the paper rolling. Thank you for your past and present 
support of Agape projects.   Jane Nuss.    

 
 

INSTALLATION OF 2022 CONSISTORY 
The 2022 Consistory will be installed during worship on Sunday, 
January 2nd.  All Elders, Deacons and Trustees are asked to attend 
the service that morning. 
 

CONSISTORY MEET AND GREET    All current and 
new Consistory members are invited to attend the Meet and Greet 
on Wednesday, January 12th at 5:30 pm. (in Heritage Hall).  Please 
bring a small dessert or appetizer to share and join us as we 
welcome the new 2022 Consistory members and thank the 
Consistory members who have completed their term. 
Following the Meet and Greet, the regular Consistory meeting will 
be held with the 2021 Consistory (2022 members observing until 
“New Business” is brought to the table). 

 

ANNUAL MEETING IN FEBRUARY 
The annual meeting of the congregation is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 13th.  There will first be a luncheon 
following worship.  That will be followed by the meeting 
in which the efforts of 2021 will be reviewed, annual 
reports received, and the election of President and Vice 
President of the congregation will be conducted. 
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Helping Each other Adjust to Loss 
We can all agree this has been a difficult year, full of challenges and 
many losses.  It has been especially painful for those who are grieving 
the death of a loved one.   HEAL is the St. Paul’s grief support group 
led by Pastor Rhonda Hainer, who is trained to assist persons in times 
of loss, struggle, or crisis.   HEAL will meet in the church’s old library 
January 20, at 1:00 p.m. and is open for anyone who is seeking 
comfort, clarity, hope for a path forward.  

 

 
 
Dear Members of St. Paul’s, 
 During a recent tuning of our organ at church, it was noted 
that due to the age of the organ (67 years), it will soon be needing 
some major refurbishing. The Schantz organ in our church was 
installed in 1954 at a cost of $13,470.00. As directed by our 
Consistory, quotes of refurbishing and updating from three 
companies have been received and reviewed. 
 Several issues were addressed and to update it, it would 
take a minimum of two to three months to complete the work. 
Items would be removed and taken to their shop, updated, then 
returned to St. Paul’s. The quotes received ranged from $155,000 
to $225,000. 
 The sound of the organ playing “Joy to the World” at 
Christmas is a sound that stays with us long after Christmas. We do 
not want to lose that musical memory.  
 To help with the cost, we are looking for tax deductible 
donations as well as someone to head up a Fundraising Committee 
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for this refurbishing. Won’t you be an organ donor? Stay “tuned” 
as this project progresses. 
 
Ann Vogel 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE 
Don’t forget that we now have online giving!  It is available 
now by downloading Vanco Payment Solutions onto your 
mobile device by going to the app store or Google Play and 
search for “GivePlus Church”- the download is free.  We 
also have a button on our website that will take you to the 
Vanco site.  This service is available for your convenience! 

 
CUSTODIAN POSITION OPEN 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ is seeking a responsible and 
committed person(s) to fill the following part-time position. 

 

CUSTODIAN 
This part-time position (20 – 25 hours per week) keeps our Church 
facilities and grounds clean and orderly. The 
custodian reports to and works with the Trustees and will be 
responsible for the following: 

• Perform daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly cleaning tasks to 
maintain excellent level of cleanliness 
throughout the church. 
• Remove trash as needed as part of regular duties and following 
special events. 
• Requisition and maintain cleaning supplies and paper products. 
• Identify and notify Trustees of concerns related to the church 
facility, and opportunities where additional volunteers are needed 
to accomplish large cleaning projects. 
• Perform basic maintenance (changing light bulbs) and seasonal 
maintenance (mowing lawn, snow removal 
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from sidewalks). 
• Close the Church per schedule when activities are complete for 
the day. 
• Interact with church and community members in a positive and 
cooperative manner. 
To apply please submit a resume and cover letter to St. Paul’s 
United Church of Christ, 201 N. Perry St., St. Marys, OH 45885 Attn: 
Personnel Committee. The required documents can also be 
submitted via email at smucc@bright.net. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 
 

 

 

BREAKING BREAD 
COMMUNITY MEAL 

 

  

Breaking Bread will be serving from 4:30 to 5:15pm (unless food is 
all gone before this).  Grab and Go from your car only.  Looking 
forward to providing delicious free meals to our community.  Every 
Thursday except the first Thursday of the month. 
 

• January 13 

• January 20 

• January 27 
 

 
BREAKING BREAD’ COMMUNITY DINNER 

      If you would like to make a financial contribution to help with 
costs for the weekly community dinner, these will be gratefully 
accepted. Donations can be placed in the Sunday offering plate or 
mailed to the church office.  Please be sure to indicate your name 
on the envelope if you would like to receive credit on your giving 
statement.  Contributions of #10 canned food are also accepted. 
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Jim’s Musical Notes  

 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

John Henry Hopkins, Jr. was the son of a bishop of 
Vermont.  On course to become a lawyer, he instead entered 
General Theological Seminary and eventually became the school’s 
first music teacher.  Eventually he became rector of Christ Church 
in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 
     Hopkins published two books of music, and his other 
compositions include “Gather Round the Christmas Tree” and 
“Alleluia! Christ is Risen Today!” 
     He also delivered the eulogy for President Ulysses S. Grant. 
      No one knows how many kings, wise men, or magi were 
actually present at the birth of Christ.  It has long been believed 
there was one king for each of the gifts, and Hopkins jaunty carol 
may have played a large part in perpetuating the myth.  
Nevertheless, the song is full of devotion, describing the journey 
the three kings made “from afar” to acknowledge the baby Jesus 
as “King and God and sacrifice.” 
      Hopkins song is about gifts, both the gifts the magi gave 
and the gift the Son of God was.  His song was a gift to his 
colleagues and the family’s children in 1857.  It has been a 
wonderful gift to the world ever since. 
      “We Three Kings of Orient Are” was written in 1857.  In that 
same year, the British East India Company was fighting the Sepoy 
Rebellion in India.  Karl Marx published an article in the New-York 
Daily Tribune denouncing the British.  Also in 1857, America 
celebrated the linking of Baltimore with St. Louis by rail, and 
construction began on a transatlantic cable. 
      The carol first appeared in print in 1863 in Hopkins’s own 
collection, Carols, Hymns, and Songs.  Two years later, its increased 
fame merited a special illustrated publication of its own.  It may 
have been written in seminary in New York, and it was performed 
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at a Christmas Pageant there. 
      Hopkins was a family-oriented man.  Having no children of 
his own, he looked forward to treating his nieces and nephews.  
The children anticipated family gatherings, certain that Uncle John 
(who later became known as Vermont’s Father Christmas) would 
have some delight in store for them. 
      At Christmas in 1857, their treat was a new song to sing, 
“We Three Kings of Orient Are.”  In a day when most 
entertainment was homemade, a new song would have been a 
delightful surprise. 
 
From:  Christmas Classics, the Story Behind 40 Favorite Carols, by 
David McLaughlan, Barbour Publishing, Inc.  2010. 
     

 
 

   

The Family Room Event 
 

 

 
 

Happiness is … hot 
soup on a cold day! 

 

 
Please make plans for Soup-n-Sandwich on January 16, 2022 
following the morning worship service. Com and enjoy a variety of 
homemade soups, a sandwich and dessert. Fun and fellowship to 
follow – a game for all ages! Please contact Amy Keller if you would 
like to bring something to share. 
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JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

3 - Wyatt Marsee 
5 – Tripp Burke 
7 – Zoey Marsee 
11 – Carter Opperman 
18 – Ollie Chisholm 

21 – Ava Gottschalk 
23 – Adelyn Clark 
28 – Caroline Leffel 
28 – Rebecca Leffel 
 

 

CONFIRMATION NEWS:  The 8th grade Confirmation 

Retreat will be on Saturday, January 22, 2022 in Heritage Hall from 
10a-3p. An informational letter will be mailed out to parents in a 
few weeks. 
 
Thank you, 
Amy Keller 
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13 Ways Children’s Ministry Benefits Kids 

1. It promotes their eternal happiness.  Every Sunday 
we try to work with them to teach them a Bible 
story and get to know Jesus at their level.  

2. It helps them make sense out of life. We teach 
Gospel-centered lessons and apply them to real life 
situations to help them understand that not only 
what happened in Bible times, in some instances is 
still happening.  Might be a little bit different in 
context, but when we work together, we can 
achieve great things! 

3. It’s their best chance to accept Christ. Teaching 
about God, teaching about Jesus and teaching the 
Bible stories are so important to the children.  Each 
level has a Bible that teaches them in a way that 
they can understand it.  

4. It helps avoid some negative outcomes of sin. We 
teach God’s law and God’s love.  We need both for 
it to make sense.  

5. It can help counter balance worldly influences. 
Everyone knows the harmful influences present in 
our society. Kids need positive influences to tip the 
scale.  Do we love other people or do we look out 
for yourself?  Can we do both?  

6. It can help them learn to love others. The 2nd 
greatest commandment is to love your neighbor. 
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We must teach this as a way of life, because it 
doesn’t come naturally. Our Bible lessons for the 
children can show them how to love each other.  
Sometimes, it can be the simplest thing that they 
never realized. 

7. It is something fun to do. God loves it when we 
have fun!  There is so much stress in the day, that 
fun is a great way to de-stress.  We laugh, giggle and 
join in when the kids have fun, they need to know 
that adults can have fun with them.  If our kids only 
knew how much they make us smile on Sundays!  

8. It helps kids want to come to church. There is 
nothing wrong with having a program that appeals 
to the interests of children, especially when it brings 
more children to hear the Gospel. 
We hope that by having them read the morning 
welcome scripture, take the children’s offering to 
the altar during worship service that they can see 
how they are sharing with our church members.  
Our church members also can put a name to face 
and see that our Sunday School program is active!  

9. It helps them make new friends. Some of the best 
one’s children will ever make is in the church. We 
make friends in so many places, but church friends 
you will always have and you will always have 
someone praying for you.  

10. It helps children get to know their pastors. One of 
the best ways for ministers to connect with younger 
families is by working in the children’s programs. 
Singing, Dancing, prayers, lesson wrap up, we just 
never know what Pastor Rhonda might see when 
she pops in the Gathering Room.  

11. It gives kids meaningful keepsakes. Those VBS and 
Sunday school crafts often become prized 
possessions. The Bible verses on their keepsakes will 
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remind them of what they have learned for years to 
come.  Sometimes it seems that we are doing a lot 
of crafts, but the kids love them and it is a great 
keepsake for them and their parents to keep over 
the years.   

12. It gives children special memories. Think back to 
when you were a child in Sunday school. Can you 
remember a special teacher or event?   We may be 
partial, but we think all of our teachers are pretty 
special and we hope that “down the road” our kids 
will remember us!  

13. It allows them to make friends with adult 
volunteers in safe context. In our culture child 
safety is a constant concern, and rightly so. But 
there is still great value in kids finding adult mentors 
in the church.  This year we will continue to keep 
our church members engaged in what the Sunday 
School department is doing and we have plans to 
invite some adults into our class rooms to be a part 
of our lessons.   

Shared from Ministry to Children and some  
Joni and Jane thoughts thrown in!   

 

 
 

We all can learn something from our children.  They learn from us 

and we learn from them.  The chuckles we have gotten from our 

Sunday School children have warmed our hearts. Our children give 
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us so much and they don’t even realize it.  On December 12 during 

our dress rehearsal program practice (the morning of the 

program), we had told our “angel choir” that we didn’t want to use 

the wings of their costumes since we wanted them to be nice for 

the performance.  One angel (Ollie) had to run to the Gathering 

Room to pick-up a book he left there.  The 2nd angel buddy (Asher) 

said to him “if only he could fly”. The third angel buddy (Ethan) 

said, “he can’t, they took away our wings.” Maddy, Jane and Joni 

got a really good chuckle out of that.   Humor… that’s what are kids 

do for us.  It just goes to prove you just never know what they will 

say!  

 

 

 
 

I can't believe we're already halfway through this year of Youth 

Group!  This month we finished up our long study of what it means 

to be chosen by God through viewing and discussion of the hit web 

series The Chosen. What's next for Youth Group? You'll have to 

show up on Sunday mornings to find out! 

 

A brief announcement, though: in deference to the youths' 

schedules and family gatherings, there will be NO Youth Group 

meeting on December 26th. We will reconvene in 2022 on January 

2nd. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Nick Frankenhauser, Youth Director 
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Aluminum Can Recycling for the Youth Group - Thank you to 
everyone who is saving aluminum cans for the YOUTH GROUP. We 
will continue to save, collect, and recycle cans.  Cans need to be 

rinsed out and brought to St. Paul’s - just leave them behind the 

curtain under the stairs of the Creation Station door. If you have a 
lot of cans and would like to take them on to recycling and donate 
the money, it may be just as easy once they are in your vehicle. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

 

 
QUILTERS 

Our quilting ladies meet on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to ??? in the 
sewing room.  Questions?  Call Margaret Hunter at 419-733-4332.  
(Note: We don’t meet in the summer months) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

• To the Memorial Fund in memory of Kurt Lauth:  Stan and 
Tami Sanford, DeWayne and Billie Marsee, Wilma Heil, and 
Karlea Lauth and Family 
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Thank you to the members of Consistory for my Christmas bonus.  
I’m grateful for your kindness and generosity.  
 
Thanks again, 
Carolyn Garrison 

~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Thank you to my church family for the monetary gift for Christmas!  
It is much appreciated and I appreciate the support and confidence 
my church family has given me as a Children's Ministry Co-
Ordinator.  I am enjoying working with the youth, our teachers and 
the church family.  Pay it forward is what I did with my monetary 
gift.  Looking forward to 2022!    
 
Joni Leffel  

~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Dear St. Paul’s UCC, 
Thank you to the members of your church for the kind gift to 
Defiance College.  We are proud of our connection with the United 
Church of Christ and very grateful to your church for helping to 
fund our efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sheri McCoy, Advancement Services Specialist 
Defiance College 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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To Consistory, 
Thank you for the Christmas Gift.  It will be put to good use during 
my trip to North Carolina to visit my brother and sister-in-law. 
Merry Christmas to All and Happy New Year! 
 
Jim Huckemeyer 

~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Thank you to the St. Paul’s UCC Consistory for the Christmas gift 
this year.  I am honored and blessed to serve God and this 
congregation and look forward to all that God has in store for us in 
2022.   
 
God Bless you,   
Rev. Rhonda Hainer 

 
 

 
 

 If you will be going to the hospital or if someone you know is 
hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know.  

 Please call the church office with address corrections or if you 
do not see your Birthday or Anniversary listed during the 
correct month.  Call 419-394-3811.  Thank you!! 

 CALL-EM-ALL - Please let the church office know if you are 
experiencing any problems with the Call-Em-All phone 
messages.  Also, if you would like to be removed from the 
calling list, listen to the broadcast and at the end follow their 
directions to ‘opt out’ of any future broadcasts - this will 
remove your number from the calling list.   Thank you! 

 Cell phone # for Pastor Rhonda  (563) 210-3508 
    rhainer@bright.net – Rev. Hainer’s e-mail address.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwixkonpls_UAhWo3YMKHUenDeIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wlrfm.com/fyi/&psig=AFQjCNGx7CsrhehRSRloA75TmV8G1BMTLQ&ust=1498139296268185
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    smucc@bright.net - church e-mail address.  Use this to e-mail 
articles for the newsletter/messages for the Sunday bulletin. 

    jnjl2021@gmail.com- Christian Ministry Directors email 
address.   

    franken.nick@gmail.com- High School Youth Director email 
address. 

    cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com to contact Carol Schmidt for the 
Email Prayer Team Requests. 

    spmedia@bright.net – to contact Jim Huckemeyer or Rich 
Spencer email address.   

    www.stpaulsuccsm.com - church web site address and most 
current worship service videos can be seen here. 

    Televised worship service- our worship service here at St. 
Paul’s is shown on TSC cable - Digital channel 1 OR  non-
digital channel 2, every Sunday at 10:30 am and also on 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. There is a one week delay of the 
service shown. 

 

STAFF OF ST. PAUL’S UCC: 
 
 Rev. Rhonda Hainer, Pastor  

 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 Nick Frankenhauser, Youth Director 

 Jim Huckemeyer, Director of Music 

 Maddy Frankenhauser, Director of Children’s Music 

 Andrea Spencer, Organist 

 Ann Vogel, Organist 

 Cynthia Hanover, Pianist 

 Becky Anderson, Pianist 

 Vacant, Custodian 

 Rich Spencer, Audio and Video 

 Carol Schmidt, Email Prayer Team Contact 

 Jane Nuss & Joan Leffel, Christian Ministry Directors 

 Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 

 Tracy Winget, Nursery Supervisor   

 

mailto:franken.nick@gmail.com
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EYEGLASSES FOR THE NEEDY - collected by the church school 
classes.  Donated glasses should be placed in the basket at the 
North entrance to the sanctuary. 
 
Kroger Fund Raiser for the Women’s Guild – If you would like to 
support Women’s Guild with the Kroger fundraiser, log on to:  
www.krogercommunityrewards.com to sign up & register your 

Kroger Plus card.  NPO# is SK5720.  If you do not use the 

internet, but would like to sign up, please contact Jane Nuss or Kris 
Vanderhorst. 
 
LIFT CHAIR is available for 'loan' to anyone in the church who 
might have a need for it.  Please call the church office for more 
information.   
 
ATLAS 600 VISION MACHINE – QUANTITY OF 2 - to assist those 
who have vision problems with reading books, newspapers, 
prescription labels, writing personal checks or viewing family 
photographs - making this possible with video magnifiers.  

WALKERS - If you have need of a walker for assistance in getting 
around, please call the church office.  One of our church members 
has several different type walkers, which are available for loan. 

RESTROOM ITEMS:  If you have a need for shower chairs, toilet 
seat elevators and hand-held shower adapters, please call the 
church office.  One of our church members has graciously donated 
a few of these items. 

LAMINATOR - available in the church office.  This is used by the 
Sunday School teachers for classroom projects and activities and 
by the office staff.  We will also laminate items for church 
members for a fee of $1.00 per item (NOTE: maximum size we can 
laminate is 8 ½ x 11 inches).  
 

http://mail.bright.net/wm/mail/fetch.html?urlid=0065f85d26e3fb32b5d2f2e6ced68e37f&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.krogercommunityrewards.com%2F
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OFFERING ENVELOPES - are distributed by quarterly mailing.  
Please notify the church office if you are not receiving envelopes 
and would like to be added to this mailing list.  Also, PLEASE 
NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS. 
COPIES - if you need copies made of any personal items, you may 
stop by the church office and we will be glad to make them for  
you.  If it is a large project, it is best to call ahead.  Cost for making 
copies for church members is 15 cents per copy if you use the 
office paper or 10 cents per copy if you bring your own paper. 
 
THE DVD/CD DUPLICATOR in the church office enables us to make 
multiple copies of the morning worship service.  Please call the 
church office to request a copy. The charge for duplicating a DVD 
will be $2.00 each.  Monthly sets of worship DVD’s can also be 
mailed at a cost of $10.00 per month. Call the church office for 
more information. 

 
2021 CHURCH OFFICIALS 

President of Congregation  Jeff Dieringer 
Vice-president of Congregation Darren Caywood 
President of Consistory 2021  Marsha Landers 
Vice-president of Consistory 2021 Lynda Hadley 
 
  2022 Members of Consistory 
Elders:            Janet Gibson                Jim Huckemeyer 

           Joan Leffel                    Bill Nuss 
           Kevin Gehres           Lori Now 

Deacons:       Vicki Roode           Fred Scheer 
                        Carol Waesch               Emma Birt 
                        Susan Braun                 Linda McDonald 
                        Jennifer Ginter             Susan Spencer 
            Becky Anderson          Jill Dickman 
                        Carol Schmidt              Jen Lucas 
Trustees:       Larry Kill, DeWayne Marsee and Tim Hirschfeld 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
November 2021:   
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through November 30, 2021  =  $241,473.87 
 Received through November 30, 2021   =  $195,383.10 
 Expenses through November 30, 2021   =  $211,969.89 
 Received through November 30, 2020   =  $194,598.80 
Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through November 30, 2021 =  $  13,750.00      
 Received through November 30, 2021 =  $  11,196.00 
 Received through November 30, 2020  =  $  12,379.00 

Status of 2021 Budget: 
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through December 31, 2021  =   $263,426.00 
 Budgeted through December 14, 2021  =   $252,449.95 
 Received through December 14, 2021   =   $203,486.80 

Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through December 31, 2021  =   $  15,000.00 
 Budgeted through December 14, 2021  =   $  14,375.00  
 Received through December 14, 2021   =   $  11,561.00 

 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 8, 2021  
CONSISTORY MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of St. Paul’s UCC Consistory was called to 
order at 5:32 p.m. by President Marsha Landers. Pastor Rhonda 
opened the meeting reading Luke 2:1-7 and then reading a 
poem/prayer entitled Making Room. 
Present: Elders: Lori Now, Jane Nuss, Bill Nuss, Kevin Gehres and 
Marsha Landers; Trustees: Kyle Opperman, and Larry Kill; Deacons:  
Melinda Silber, Jill Dickman, Susan Braun, Susan Spencer, Lynn 
Schmidt, Linda McDonald, Becky Anderson, Jen Lucas, and Kelly 
Kill.  Also present were, Treasurer, David Dickman, and 
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Administrative Assistant Carolyn Garrison. Also present were 
guests Ann Vogel and Jane Laird. 
 
Guest Ann Vogel was in attendance to discuss what needed to be 
done to proceed or not with updating the church organ since there 
is a need to replace the church boilers. Ann reviewed the quotes 
again with Consistory. Kyle Opperman spoke up to say that they 
are still obtaining quotes to replace the boilers and that the cost 
would be approximately $96,000. Said money for the Trustees 
project will come from the Trustees/Endowment fund money. 
After some general discussion, it was suggested that we start 
saving money in Master Savings like we did for the elevator and 
maybe ask someone to head up a fund-raising committee for 
refurbishing the organ.  Kevin Gehres made a motion to establish a 
line item in Master Savings specifically for refurbishing the organ 
and using Schantz to do the work. Lori Now seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
Minutes: 

• Minutes from the November 10, 2021, meeting were 
reviewed. Jill Dickman made a motion to approve the 
minutes.  Kyle Opperman seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
Financial Report:  David Dickman 

• David reviewed the Financial Report for the month of 
November 2021. There being no other questions, President 
Marsha asked to file the financial report for review by the 
church Administrative Assistant.  

President’s Report:  Marsha Landers 

• We have received our membership dues notice from the 
Chamber of Commerce. We use the Chamber as a source 
for free advertising. Jill Dickman made a motion to renew 
our membership.  Susan Braun seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:   Rhonda Hainer  
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• The focus for the First Sunday of Advent was on the Advent 
Blues, recognizing that holidays are not full of joy and cheer 
for all. 

• Tonight, is the second of our Mid-week Advent services. 

• Pastor Rhonda has had an increase in persons seeking 
pastoral counseling recently due to the holidays, concerns 
about the new COVID variant, and dealing with holiday 
grief. 

• Pastor Rhonda attended an ecumenical Women’s Advent 
Breakfast held this past Tuesday at Zion Lutheran which 
was very nice.  They also host a Lenten Tea during Lent.  
She is hoping to increase our representation from our 
ladies from St. Paul’s to attend future events. 

• Attended the Samaritan Sisters Dinner. 

• Hosted a Christmas Dinner for our staff last evening. 

• Looking forward to the children’s program on Sunday, the 
Budget Meeting and voting upon Consistory members 
following worship and caroling at 1 pm on Sunday. 

• Planning for Christmas Eve worship at 7 pm 

• Looking ahead to Rev. David Long Higgins, our Heartland 
Conference Minister, to preach and present the Tom Patten 
award.  Although previously discussed the idea of a church 
wide potluck following worship, since Jeanette Tangeman is 
hosting the folks who will be traveling to the Back Bay 
Mission for a gathering following worship on Jan. 9th coffee 
and cookies will be served following worship instead. 

• Installation of Consistory members will be Sunday, January 
2nd due to Rev. David Long Higgins leading the service on 
the 9th of January. 

Loose Offering: 

• President Marsha asked about the loose offering for 
January. Carolyn suggested that it go toward the organ 
refurbishing project. After some discussion, Susan Spencer 
made a motion that the loose offering for the first Sunday 
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of each month be designated for the organ refurbishing. 
Kyle Opperman seconded the motion. Motion Carried. 

• Kevin Gehres made a motion that the loose offering for the 
second Sunday go toward Crossroad. Jen Lucas seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. 

Budget and Finance:  David Dickman 

• Usually once a year we take money out of Master Savings 
(Scholarships) and transfer it to Edward Jones to build it up. 
Sometimes we get money from the school system for 
Aspire (GED) classroom rent and that goes into the Master 
Savings (Scholarships).  Kelly Kill made a motion to move 
the money.  Jane Nuss seconded. Motion carried. 

• We have received $214 from Edward Jones for the money 
that was approved for donations by Christian Mission and 
Outreach at our Consistory meeting last month. 

Trustees:  Kyle Opperman 

• We have received three quotes for replacing the boilers. 

• The old coal room has been cleaned. 

• We have purchased two new vacuum cleaners. 

• Larry has performed several general maintenance jobs 
around the building. 

Elders:  Lori Now 

• We had 15 people participate in altar communion. 
Deacons:  Jill Dickman 

• The Deacon Responsibilities Committee has met and 
reviewed the Deacon duties and has some 
recommendations. For the 2022 proposed schedule, we are 
recommending to have two Deacons at each entrance 
rather than over-crowd the entrances with the current 
three per side. This in turn reduces the number of months 
on duty from six to four for each Deacon per year.  Review 
of the responsibilities before/during/and after the service 
on Sundays. When it says “clean” afterwards, we are not 
talking about dusting, etc. this is picking up bulletins, 
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communion cups and trash left behind. We will re-word 
that a little bit.  We are also recommending that there be 
two Co-Head Deacons, preferably people who have served 
in the past and have experience and can guide the rest of 
the Deacons.  For Consistory meetings, we are 
recommending at the annual meeting in February, that the 
Co-Head Deacons and a third-year Deacon should attend 
monthly Consistory meetings on a regular basis. We are 
recommending that first and second year Deacons are 
encouraged, but are not required, to attend the meeting. 
Decisions made at Consistory meetings that affect Deacons 
shall be relayed to all Deacons by a designated Co-Head 
Deacon and also through the Consistory meeting minutes.  
This in turn will reduce the amount of people at these 
monthly meetings, unless they choose to attend. We are 
hoping that the combination of reducing six months to four 
months and reducing the required Consistory meeting 
attendance, that we can get more people interested in 
being a Deacon and participating in our church. 

• We also looked at the Constitution for recommended 
changes on pages six and seven. Under Article VIII, number 
two, the nominating committee of five members, three of 
which are current Consistory members. We are 
recommending that we only have three and not five. Also, 
at the end of that numbered paragraph where it reads “No, 
Elder, Deacon, or Trustee whose term has expired shall be 
eligible for reelection to a consecutive term. He/She shall 
again be eligible for election after an interim of two (2) 
years.” We recommend that those sentences be stricken 
from the Constitution because if someone is willing to 
come back on and serve again, why not let them? Maybe 
someone will go from a Deacon to a Trustee or an Elder to 
a Deacon? These items would be our recommendations to 
the changes to the Constitution. With these changes, we 
may have to change the “quorum” amount for meetings.  
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This has only been from a Deacons point of view. We 
believe the Elders, Trustees, Pastor and anyone who has a 
section in the Constitution should review their 
requirements to see if there are any additional revisions 
that need to be looked into.  President Marsha asked who 
presents this at the February meeting to be approved. 
David Dickman replied that all congregation members will 
need to have a revised copy in their hands to review two 
weeks prior to the annual meeting. Generally, in the past, 
we have sent these items out in the newsletter. The 
President of the Congregation will then present this at the 
Annual Meeting.  Jen Lucas expressed concern about the 
first- and second-year Deacons being able to come or not 
(to meetings) as she believes that there needs to be more 
ownership in the position, especially when trying to get 
new people involved in the church. Jen went on to explain 
that if they (potential Deacons) start this pattern for 
meetings in years one and two, yet are required to show up 
at meetings the third year, may be a deterrent.  Kevin 
Gehres expressed concern that these Deacons will not care 
about attending when they are supposed to. This could put 
them in a tough spot. Pastor Rhonda suggested that the 
first- and second-year Deacons be required to attend once 
per quarter.  Jill went on to say that if we offered them to 
attend a minimum of 4 meetings per year may prompt 
more people to want to serve.  President Marsha asked to 
table any motion until changes are made by the January 
Consistory Meeting.  Deacons would like to do a trial of 
these changes during the month of December. 

Christian Education and Nurture:  Jane Nuss 

• Sunday School and congregation collected 779 break bag 
food items for Agape. Photo picture was taken with Agape 
staff on November 29th. 

• Children are bringing the children’s offering to the altar 
during worship time. They have also started reading the 
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scripture in the bulletin after the Welcome in the worship 
service. 

• The Christmas program practice has been the main goal in 
November and early December. This Saturday we are 
having a morning practice followed by pizza lunch and then 
this Sunday, December 12th is the Christmas program 
during the worship service. 

• Children are working on “building” the advent wreath and 
the nativity scene that we mention last month.  Don’t 
forget to check it out and their ornaments on the trees in 
the hallway for their attendance in December. 

• Reminder from Amy Keller that our church caroling is this 
coming Sunday. 

• Classes have been making many crafts related to the 
Christmas season with their lessons. This will continue until 
the end of the month. The advent wreaths have been sent 
home. Family pictures with their wreath were taken and 
will be posted on the big screen prior to the Christmas 
program on December 12. Many great comments from 
church members on the Advent wreaths. The kids really 
enjoyed it. 

• We are having Sunday School December 26 and January 2.  
Jane and Joni are teaching to give our teachers a well-
deserved break. However, teachers can come if they want. 

• Lesson plans for Nursery through 5th grade are prepared 
until the end of Sunday School in May. 

• The committee’s tri-fold display at the request of the 
Stewardship Committee is 99% completed and we just 
need to add pictures to it. 

• The CEN committee meetings have been set for 2022. We 
are meeting every other month and they have been put on 
the church calendar. 

Christian Mission and Outreach:  Jill Dickman 

• No report. 
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Personnel:  Jen Lucas 

• Personnel would like to recommend Tracy Winget for the 
nursery supervisor position at $30/week.  Kyle Opperman 
made a motion to approve the hiring of Tracy Winget. Larry 
Kill seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

• We had an interview lined up for the custodian position, 
but he had to reschedule due to his full-time job requiring 
him to stay over. We are rescheduling him for this next 
Tuesday, December 14th. 

Stewardship:   Guest, Jane Laird for Kevin Gehres 

• Jane Laird presented a sample sign board for January 9th. 
Christian Ed has completed their sign and has done a very 
nice job with their sign.  Jane explained that her husband, 
Mike, asked if Endowment could do a board as well and 
that Mike went on to explain that 2022 marks 100 years of 
the Endowment Fund being established.  Jane let 
Consistory know that she has brought sign boards with her 
tonight and individual committees are welcome to pick one 
up to use. While it is not a requirement, we encourage you 
to make one. 

Old Business: 
New Business:  

• President Marsha stated that we need to elect officers for 
2022.  Marsha stated that she has spoken with Susan Braun 
and Kevin Gehres about these positions and she makes a 
motion that Susan Braun be the 2022 Consistory President 
and Kevin Gehres be the 2022 Vice President.  Kyle 
Opperman seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

There being no further regular business, the meeting adjourned at 
6:46 pm.  Staff was dismissed and Consistory went into Executive 
Session. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Landers, 2021 Consistory President 
Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 
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DON’T FORGET 

Deadline for articles, 
announcements, etc. for the 
February 2022 issue of The 
Communicator will be January 
19th.  
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