
1  

 

     Rhonda’s Reflections      

              It’s Your Call 

Call isn’t necessarily something 
spectacular, like Superman or Batman.  
Sometimes call is as quiet as the wind breezing 
past the summer leaves.  Sometimes it is the 

seemingly ordinary when others have grandiose calls. 
Take, for instance, George Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life.  

George continues to find himself cemented to his hometown while 
his brother and others are called in other directions.  His brother 
goes to college, works outside of Bedford Falls, goes to war and 
becomes a war hero.  His friend Sam begins a plastics business.  
Everyone lives the dreams that George himself could never have.  
Because of the perspective that George has on his life, he takes for 
granted the little moments that create the universe. 
George’s call is seen in life’s little moments.  George saves his 
brother.  George makes loans available to those who couldn’t 
otherwise afford a house.  George gives people ideas.  George 
loves the town and those in the town, willing to maintain an 
honest business for the good of the people.  George’s call is as 
important as everyone else around him except that the perception 
of his call is what the world sees as small. 

What if George hadn’t answered those calls?  We see the 
outcome in the “what if George wasn’t born” portion of the 
movie.  His brother would have died.  The death of his brother 
rippled into the world.  Others would have died because he hadn’t 
served in WWII.  His friends would live on the streets.  The town 
would have been bought by Mr. Potter and turned into the slums.  
George’s mother and wife face the world with angst.                                                     
George Bailey was called to be alive and called to serve in Bedford 
Falls. 
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Just like George, everyone is called in both unique and 
ordinary ways.  The world would be a very different place if we 
made different decisions or if we had never been born.  Yes, we 
get frustrated with our lives.  We forget that the little steps impact 
the greater universe.  And we get upset with the track our lives are 
on. 

So, when we don’t feel that our lives make a difference or 
that we have a purpose here, know that we are all George Baileys 
– willing to take the little steps in front of us and building a better 
kingdom of God. 

Your life matters to God and to your church family, 

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Rhonda

 

Christmas Fund–Veterans of the Cross 
SPECIAL OFFERING December 11th 

They came when you needed them. They answered the 
phone when you called. They baptized and married and buried 
your loved ones. They gave up weekend after weekend after 
weekend to care for your spirit, lead you in worship, and point to 
God in your midst. 

Some of them did it for less money than they could easily 
live on. Some of them did it for less than they would have been 
willing to do any other job for, because of what they believe about 
who God is, and what they believe about who you are. 

For all the sacrifices that clergy and lay church workers 
have made in our congregations, over 100 years ago the Pension 
Boards of the United Church of Christ created the Christmas Fund 
for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund, to help 
support them in retirement and during times of emergent need. 

The Christmas Fund provides Supplementation of Small 
Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency 
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Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks for retirees and 
those facing unforeseen financial hardship. 

Join with others in the United Church of Christ to make “the 
light shine in the darkness” for those who have given so much to 
our church.  

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU 
Thank you to Andrea Clark and her crew for the beautiful 
Christmas decorations and wonderful job decorating our church! 

 

 

NOTICE – CONGREGATION MEETING  

2023 Budget Presentation, Consistory Members Vote 

and change to the church Constitution (info enclosed) 

 

On Sunday, December 11th, following the children’s Christmas 
program there will be a Congregation Meeting. At this meeting we 
will be voting/approving the 2023 Church Budget, 2023 New 
Consistory Members, and potential change to Article VIII-
Consistory of the Constitution of St. Paul’s. Information on these 
three items will be included in this Communicator. Please plan on 
reviewing the documents as well as attending the meeting on 
December 11th. 

 
 

 REMINDER -- CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2022 should 
be submitted to the church office no later than 10:00 am 
on December 30th. in order to receive credit on your 2022 
giving statement.  This gives the office time to make all final 
deposits for the end of the year. Any contributions received 
after 10:00 am on December 30th will be credited to you in 
2023.  Thank you!! 
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

The word 'Advent' comes from Latin and means "coming"; its purpose is 
to look forward to the coming of Christ to Earth; it is a season that 
focuses on waiting. So, "Advent means something new is coming. The 
dawn of a new and better era. This is really what the Christmas season is 
all about, isn’t it? It’s the celebration of the ADVENT of a new era. God 
broke into time and space and entered our world". Over the centuries 
have come many traditions connected with Advent. Lighting of candles is 
a primary focus in many homes and churches. Each Sunday a candle is lit 
representing a focus of the true meaning of Christmas. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27  ~  The first Sunday of Advent includes 
Communion at the 10:30 worship services.  The First Advent Candle to be 
lit is Hope, celebrating the coming of Jesus as the Hope for a hurting and 
lost world.  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4  ~ The second Sunday of Advent celebrates The 
Candle of Peace, that Jesus came to bring Peace between God and 
humanity.  After service communion will be served following worship. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 ~ The third Sunday of Advent celebrates The 
Candle of Joy symbolizing the message the angels brought to the lowly 
shepherds that the coming of the Messiah was for all people.  The 2022 
Christmas Program will be presented by our children in the Sunday School 
as the feature of the 10:30 a.m. worship service.   

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 ~ The fourth Sunday of Advent celebrates the 
Candle of Love representing that God loves the world and through faith 
in Jesus Christ humankind can find eternal life and purpose in life.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 ~ CHRISTMAS EVE  7:00 P.M. ON THIS 
SPECIAL NIGHT OF COMMUNION AND CANDLELIGHT the fifth candle, 
the Christ candle proclaiming Jesus as the Light of the world is lit on 
Christmas Eve. 

Please join us during this Advent Season as we meet midweek on 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. for Advent worship. Those dates are 

November 30, December 7, 14, and 21. 

https://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html
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End-Of-Life Issues Series Continues 

 Sunday, Dec. 11 - Jeff Dieringer, Financial Advisor -
 “Money is God’s greatest competitor”.  For 
Christians, it is a balance of working to provide what 
is needed for our family, as well as answering God’s 
call to further the growth of God’s Kingdom in this 
world.  What might it take to leave a financial legacy 
to our family, to our church? 

 
 Sunday, Jan 22, 2023, - Rhonda Hainer, Pastor - 

Planning Your End-of-Life Service- Pastor Rhonda 
will cover what is involved in planning a funeral or 
memorial service, and other concerns regarding this 
transition in the journey of faith. 

 
Both speakers will present at 9:00 a.m. in Heritage Hall. This 
series is open to all.  No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey—whatever age you are—this series is open to 
you 

 

HEAL is St. Paul’s grief group of people who gather monthly on 

the third Thursday at 1:30 to Help Each other Adjust 
to Loss.  Pastor Rhonda is a trained bereavement counselor, and 
leads this group for anyone who has recently or long ago 
experienced a loss of a loved one and would like a safe place to 
share their feelings.  Consider joining our HEAL group. 

 

HURRICANE IAN RELIEF:  If you would like to make a donation 

to the Hurricane Ian Relief fund, you can send your donation to the 
UCC Corporate office at: 
  United Church of Christ – Hurricane Ian Relief Fund 

1300 E. 9th Street, Suite 1100 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
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S.A.R.A. Ukrainian Emergency Fund 

  

      Many have asked if there is a way in addition to our prayers that 
we may provide aid to those who are suffering in Ukraine. The answer 
to that question is “yes”! The Heartland Conference  S.A.R.A. 
partnership will serve as a conduit for aid to partners in Ukraine who 
are suffering as a result of the war. Daily, our partners are bringing 
food and water relief to displaced Ukrainians in Transcarpathia. Please 
know that your gifts of any size make a difference in this critical time. 
Those wishing to make a donation can send it to the following 
address: 

Heartland Conference UCC 
S.A.R.A. Ukrainian Emergency Fund 
PO Box 1230 
Worthington, OH  43085 

 
 

Liturgists Needed for 2023 
We need liturgists for our upcoming worship services. Let your 
voice ring out … as often as you like! Please contact Carolyn 
Garrison in the Church Office to volunteer. Many thanks! 

 
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uhCk6sNtPSUvRn6YH_dbfatu2aeW9-EOT1hLcfliQcF5kyG75xex1bMvhBo8-ZOb2cKCK23XuTPH5DWx08DX6j3tyLJNZZS6DbDT5m_1ahN51Fimq0nfmQvjCPQ3qCr_KQYWjRb6DkJdQ8hGQoO78w8kPrN_Thqe7JfBeze2E-U3K7MrGLjiHaWRA9jmqWsdO75mXPKAc4c=&c=SYYaLbIg-MVKrIJ0INdK7FnLUVSL5wRKV-_XC38QXFr4pYA_hFLs9Q==&ch=rsjgXVM2m_I8sgNB5sYzAcU3lX5xILudanuStUPrGf9IcItCY1Od3A==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOOV3o8zv_rPkr9KwM9yBNp88JKaDC7UqcTc3prWNn0azxGFNlmT0rfN7KgzoRHEl4z3Qwnh40JK-f344_IwVaIWQtxRNlt1qEE9PVylRPymaKyzyJSESfQSJVSM4Xn5Wwkw33O1RZti6tcJU6FPoBkhZaOLe1aPHMDS8u0H2PUg_WTybldrAqFuHU0FegM_Dzy0w-fTM8M=&c=XspzQIMtA5BNUjO8rFgAc1pXc_TzG9DCyJ-l-Awr43kUUXHEUIm3Tg==&ch=q0WfBSWdZB_CdPf3R2ObgjVrPHuwwYqDkGuV2d3v9TTMnQ5MQ9GyRg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOOV3o8zv_rPkr9KwM9yBNp88JKaDC7UqcTc3prWNn0azxGFNlmT0rfN7KgzoRHEl4z3Qwnh40JK-f344_IwVaIWQtxRNlt1qEE9PVylRPymaKyzyJSESfQSJVSM4Xn5Wwkw33O1RZti6tcJU6FPoBkhZaOLe1aPHMDS8u0H2PUg_WTybldrAqFuHU0FegM_Dzy0w-fTM8M=&c=XspzQIMtA5BNUjO8rFgAc1pXc_TzG9DCyJ-l-Awr43kUUXHEUIm3Tg==&ch=q0WfBSWdZB_CdPf3R2ObgjVrPHuwwYqDkGuV2d3v9TTMnQ5MQ9GyRg==
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NOTICE of Meal Schedule Change:  
There will be NO MEAL Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving) 

There will be NO MEALS in the month of December  
Breaking Bread Staff are taking a Holiday Break! 

Please join us back here on January 12th!  Thank you. 
 

HELP 
Breaking Bread has been serving meals for ten plus years and the 
freezers that they have are showing their age. The freezers were 
donated and have served well. With electric rates on the rise, 
replacement of the freezers will lower our operating cost and 
provide for better storage. I have checked with Moran 
Refrigeration about pricing. A new 20 cu ft frost free freezer will 
cost $ 1059.00. This includes delivery and hauling away of the old 
freezer. Breaking Bread could use 3 of these. Please contact the 
church office if you wish to help.                             
         
 Fred Scheer 

*~*~*~*~* 
 

BREAKING BREAD COMMUNITY DINNER NEWS 
      If you would like to make a financial contribution to help with costs 
for the weekly community dinner, these will be gratefully accepted. 
Donations can be placed in the Sunday offering plate or mailed to the 
church office.  Please be sure to indicate your name on the envelope if 
you would like to receive credit on your giving statement.  Contributions 
of #10 canned food are also accepted. 
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DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS! 

1 – Colton McCollum 
2 – Zane Solomon 
6 – Conner Milner 
13 – Brian Speckman 

13 – Waylon Mabry 
23 – Ellie Burden 
27 – Landon Schaaf 
30 -  Aubrielle Hufford 

 

~ Information for Christian Education is 
 located in the Consistory Minutes ~ 

 

 
It’s coming…December 11th! 

 

 
Hello, St. Paul's! 

 
     What a month it's been! Our teens planned and executed a 
Thanksgiving-themed Youth Sunday service on November 20th, 
with Youth Group members filling all roles. This included a moving 
sermon by our own Brian Speckman, who recently attended the 
DECA Leadership Academy in New York City. Thanks to Rachel 
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Thornsberry for the special music during our service; it was 
beautiful, as always! 
     The Youth Group also held a Chess night of fellowship in 
November, and we continue to explore spiritual topics that affect 
today's teens in our Sunday morning meetings. Plans are underway 
to visit the Islamic Center of Greater Toledo in Perrysburg in early 
2023 so that we may better know and love our neighbors. 
     May we all keep that goal in mind as we celebrate this 
Christmas season and rejoice in the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Nick Frankenhauser 
Youth Director 

 
Aluminum Can Recycling for the Youth Group 

Thank you to everyone who is saving aluminum cans for the 
YOUTH GROUP. We will continue to save, collect, and recycle cans.  
Cans need to be rinsed out and brought to St. Paul’s - just leave 
them behind the curtain under the stairs of the Creation Station 
door. If you have a lot of cans and would like to take them on to 
recycling and donate the money, it may be just as easy once they 
are in your vehicle. Thank you for your support. 

 
 

 
 

SCRAP WOOD NEEDED!  Contact Jane Nuss is you have any 

scrap wood that could be used for crafts for next year’s Fall Sale!  
 

~*~*~*~*~ 
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QUILTERS:  Our quilting ladies meet on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 

to ??? in the sewing room.  Questions?  Call Margaret Hunter at 
419-733-4332.  (Note: We don’t meet in the summer months) 
 

 
      Bingo will be held on the following Tuesdays: 
 Tuesday, December 6th – Otterbein from 5:30-7:30p 
 Tuesday, January 3rd -  Vancrest from 6:15-7:15p 
 

We are in need of BINGO helpers and cookies.  Please call 

Janice Katterheinrich at (419) 394-3264 to let her know if you can 
help work the Bingo or if you can bring cookies.  

 

 

 

Samaritan Sisters are planning a 
dinner out at JT’s restaurant on 
Monday December 5th at 5pm!  We 
are inviting all women of the church 
to join us.  Please let me know or 
you can contact the church office by 
Sunday December 4.  Hope to see 
you all!  ~Kris Vanderhorst 

 

 
Our sympathy to the family and friends of the following member(s) 
who have passed away since the last newsletter: 
 

 William “Bill” Grunden – October 26, 2022 
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 To the Endowment Fund in memory of 
Verl and Shirley Gayer: Greg and Joan 
Leffel 

 To the Organ Refurbishing Fund in 
memory of Shirley Gayer: Virginia 
Burroughs, Shirley Huckeriede, Cindy 
Homan, Bud and Barb Solomon, Mike and 
Jayne Schlater, Ken and Susan Braun, 
Maryann Rempe, Mary Alice McDermott, 
Fred and Pam Scheer 

 To the Scholarship Fund in memory of 
Shirley Gayer: Cal and Dianne Caywood 

 To Breaking Bread in memory of Shirley 
Gayer: Paul and Pat Knous 

 

 
Dear St. Paul’s Sunday School Children, 
     How Nice! How VERY Nice! To open the Fall greeting cards from 
the Sunday School children. They brought a smile to my face and 
brightened my day. 
 
Thank you so much! 
Shirley Huckeriede 

 

STAFF OF ST. PAUL’S UCC 
 Rev. Rhonda Hainer, Pastor  

 Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 

 Nick Frankenhauser, Youth Director 

 Maddy Frankenhauser, Director of Children’s Music 

 Andrea Spencer, Organist 

 Ann Vogel, Organist 

 Cynthia Hanover, Pianist 
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 Becky Anderson, Pianist, & Volunteer Coordinator of 

Special Music 

 Brad and Nam Gehrlich, Custodians 

 Rich Spencer, Audio and Video 

 Carol Schmidt, Email Prayer Team Contact 

 Jane Nuss & Joan Leffel, Volunteer Christian Ministry 

Directors 
 Amy Keller, Confirmation Teacher 

 Tracy Winget, Nursery Supervisor   

 

 
 

 If you will be going to the hospital or if someone you know is 
hospitalized, please call the church office and let us know. 

 Please call the church office with address corrections or if you 
do not see your Birthday or Anniversary listed during the 
correct month.  Call 419-394-3811.  Thank you!! 

 CALL-EM-ALL - Please let the church office know if you are 
experiencing any problems with the Call-Em-All phone 
messages.  Also, if you would like to be removed from the 
calling list, listen to the broadcast and at the end follow their 
directions to ‘opt out’ of any future broadcasts - this will 
remove your number from the calling list.   Thank you! 

 Cell phone # for Pastor Rhonda  (563) 210-3508 
    rhainer@bright.net – Rev. Hainer’s e-mail address.   
    smucc@bright.net - church e-mail address.  Use this to e-mail 

articles for the newsletter/messages for the Sunday bulletin. 
    jnjl2021@gmail.com- Christian Ministry Directors email 

address.   
    youth.stpaulsucc@gmail.com- High School Youth Director 

email address. 
    cschmidt@stpaulsuccsm.com to contact Carol Schmidt for the 

Prayer Team Requests. 
    spmedia@bright.net – to contact Jim Huckemeyer or Rich 

Spencer email address.   

mailto:youth.stpaulsucc@gmail.com
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    www.stpaulsuccsm.com - church website address and most 
current worship service videos can be seen here. 

    VANCO electronic giving - Dowload Vanco Payment Solutions 
onto your mobile device by going to the app store or Google 
Play and search for “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement”. The 
download is free. 

    Televised worship service- our worship service here at St. 
Paul’s is shown on TSC cable - Digital channel 1 OR  non-
digital channel 2, LIVE every Sunday at 10:30 am and one day 
delayed on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm.  

 EMERGENCY AED – There is an emergency AED Unit located 
on the wall behind the soundboard in the Sanctuary. 

 
 OFFERING ENVELOPES - are distributed by quarterly mailing.  

Please notify the church office if you are not receiving 
envelopes and would like to be added to this mailing list.  Also, 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS. 

 COPIES - if you need copies made of any personal items, you 
may stop by the church office, and we will be glad to make 
them for you.  If it is a large project, it is best to call ahead.  
Cost for making copies for church members is 15 cents per 
copy if you use the office paper, or 10 cents per copy if you 
bring your own paper. 

 

2022 CHURCH OFFICIALS 
 

President of Congregation  Darren Caywood 
Vice-president of Congregation Chad Laman 
President of Consistory 2022  Susan Braun 
Vice-president of Consistory 2022 Kevin Gehres 
 
  2022 Members of Consistory 
Elders:            Janet Gibson                Jim Huckemeyer 
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           Joan Leffel                    Bill Nuss 
           Kevin Gehres           Lori Now 

 
Deacons:       Vicke Miller-McGee    Fred Scheer 
                        Carol Waesch              Tom Dickman 
                        Susan Braun                 Linda McDonald 
                        Jennifer Ginter            Susan Spencer 
            Becky Anderson          Jill Dickman 
                        Carol Schmidt              Jen Lucas 
 
Trustees:       Larry Kill, DeWayne Marsee and Tim Hirschfeld 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
October 2022  
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through October 31, 2022  =  $222,594.20 
 Received through October 31, 2022   =  $179,016.85 
 Expenses through October 31, 2022   =  $183,352.21 
 Received through October 31, 2021   =  $183,651.04 
Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through October 31, 2022 =  $  12,500.00 
 Received through October 31, 2022 =  $    9,463.50 
 Received through October 31, 2021  =  $  10,371.00 

Status of 2022 Budget: 
Current Fund: 
 Budgeted through November 30, 2022  =    $244,853.62 
 Budgeted through November 13, 2022  =    $233,723.90 
 Received through November 13, 2022   =    $185,800.35 
Mission Fund: 
 Budgeted through November 30, 2022  =     $  13,750.00  
 Budgeted through November 13, 2022  =     $  13,125.00 
 Received through November 13, 2022   =     $  10,003.50 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 9, 2022 
 CONSISTORY MEETING 

 

The regular meeting of St. Paul’s UCC Consistory was called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. by President Susan Braun.  Pastor Rhonda 
opened with a Thanksgiving reading followed by a prayer.  
  
Present: Elders:  Joan Leffel, Bill Nuss, Janet Gibson, and Lori 
Now Trustees: Larry Kill, and DeWayne Marsee; Deacons:  Linda 
McDonald, Fred Scheer, Carol Waesch, Susan Braun, Tom Dickman, 
Jill Dickman, Jen Lucas, Susan Spencer, Jennifer Ginter, and Becky 
Anderson. Also, present were, Pastor Rhonda Hainer, Treasurer, 
David Dickman, and, Administrative Assistant Carolyn Garrison. 
  
Minutes:  Susan Braun 

 Minutes from October 12, 2022, meeting were reviewed. 
Jen Lucas asked about a clarification from Becky Anderson 
(Volunteer Coordinator of Special Music) on church 
members getting paid for musical talent during services. 
Becky explained that only students (including college), and 
outsiders, will receive payment. Jill Dickman made a motion 
to approve the minutes. Joan Leffel seconded. Motion 
carried. 

Financial Report:  David Dickman 
 David submitted for review of the Financial Report for the 

month of October 2022. There being no further discussion, 
President Susan asked to file the October financial report 
for review by the church Administrative Assistant. 

President’s Report: Susan Braun 

 The church office was contacted by the Chamber of 
Commerce regarding an Elf on the Shelf promotion. For 
liability purposes, and lack of appropriateness for a church, 
we respectfully declined. 

 Ken and Susan Braun handed out 125 bags of candy (with 
information on our Sunday School classes and worship 
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times), in the church parking lot on Trick-or-Treat. They ran 
out of candy bags within 50 minutes. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rhonda 
 World Communion Sunday, the children brought the bread 

to the altar, and it was discovered that the pre-packaged 
communion/wafer cups had gone bad and needed to be 
thrown out. 

 Attended an Excellence in Ministry Meeting 
 Attended Church and Ministry Committee Meeting with a 

Retirement Clergy luncheon at Trinity UCC in Tiffin, Ohio. 
 Attended Christian Ed, Pastoral Relations, and Stewardship 

Committee meetings. 
 Conducted one funeral. 
 Led a special Healing Worship Service with Rev. Jeanette 

Tangeman, assisting. 
 Began the four once-a-month End-of-Life Series program 

with Attorney Zach Farrell, and this week with Funeral 
Director Kent Miller. They have been well received. 

 All Saint’s Sunday Worship was meaningful, beginning with 
carrying in the Memorial Bell Banner.  So many contributed 
bells in memory of loved ones.  This will be an ongoing 
tradition. 

 Blue Christmas Worship Service will be held on Sunday, 
November 20th at 4 pm.in the sanctuary.  This is in 
recognition that holidays are not always cheerful times for 
many. 

 The public is invited to attend a Community Thanksgiving 
Service on Tuesday, November 22nd, at 6 pm at the 
refurbished St. Mary’s Theater downtown. 

 December 1st at 6pm, St. Paul’s will be hosting the Hospice 
Memorial Service. 

 Christmas Eve Service will be at 7pm on December 24th. 
 Christmas Day Service will be on December 25th at 10:30 

a.m., with no Sunday School that day. 
Loose Offering: 
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 Pursuant to the Loose Offering Chart presented and 
discussed at the October meeting, the Loose Offering is 
scheduled through 2023. 

Budget and Finance: David Dickman 
 David reviewed the proposed Budget with the suggestions 

made from Consistory members at the October meeting.  A 
discussion was held regarding adding an (*) to positions 
that are not taking any pay and volunteering their time. 
Carolyn will make the adjustments and get a draft back to 
David Dickman before the December Communicator goes 
out the week of Thanksgiving.   

Trustees:  Larry Kill 
 No report. 

Elders:  Joan Leffel 

 Pastor Rhonda asked about having bread cubes for 
communion, rather than wafers. Joan will be sure to have 
bread cubes available. 

 The next box of disposable communion cups are purple (for 
some unknown reason). There will be white grape juice and 
regular grape juice available for communion on November 
27th. 

Deacons:  Carol Schmidt via Pre-Meeting Report 

 We needed a few extra cups in the communion trays on All 
Saints Sunday. 

 Thank you to those who stepped up and helped with 
communion that day as well. 

 Also, I am looking for a co-chair to work with me in the new 
year, as Linda’s term will be up. 

Christian Education:   Joan Leffel 

 Advent lesson plans are being reworked to be correlating 
with a current children’s book with the meaning of 
Christmas and a craft to go with it. 

 December 11th is the Christmas program during worship, 
and we are working on songs and speaking parts. 
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 There will not be Sunday School Dec. 25 and Jan. 1st. 
 Amy Keller, Jane Nuss and Joni Leffel have scheduled an all-

church roller-skating party for Wednesday, December 28 
from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  Roller-skating party is for all 
ages.  More information to come in December.   

Christian Mission and Outreach: Jill Dickman 
 No report 

Personnel:  Jen Lucas  
 No Report 

Stewardship:   Kevin Gehres (via Pastor Rhonda) 

 The committee met on October 18th, with five members 
present. Items discussed included: the possibility of 
streamlining The Communicator, as well as a short survey 
to get a read on how members would like to receive it 
(mail, email, pickup in person on Sundays). 

 Making sure members understood not just “What” they 
were giving to, by the “Why” … such as OCWM (Our 
Church’s Wider Mission). 

 The likelihood that we need to add a member or two, as we 
move into 2023, as current members opt to step back: 
Kevin Gehres, Chairperson, Jane Laird, Joan Leffel, Jerry 
Lucas, Kara Birt, and Rhonda Hainer. 

Organ Refurbishing Committee: Becky Anderson 

 They have set their campaign kickoff date for January 15, 
2023. 

 Schantz will be here later this month to tune the organ. 
Rich Spencer will be on hand to video what needs to be 
accomplished with the organ refurbishing. Rich will then 
show highlight clips at worship monthly. 

Safety Committee:  DeWayne Marsee 

 The committee has met a couple of times and are hoping to 
finalize a list to present to Pastor Rhonda, followed by a 
presentation in December to Consistory. 

Old Business:  
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 Linda McDonald has looked into CPR classes. The Fire 
Department can do CPR/AED classes for $17. They allow six 
people per class, and the class is only for one evening. Get 
with Linda if you want to get scheduled for this class at the 
Fire Department.  The hospital also holds a more detailed 
class (with testing) of CPR/AED/First Aid. Their class is $54 
and requires multiple classes. 

 Susan Braun and Kevin Gehres met on a previous date to 
review Article VIII of the Constitution. Susan mentioned 
that the Constitution currently states that a Nominating 
Committee shall consist of five members. Currently, there 
are three members of said committee. A discussion was 
held on the proposed changes to the Constitution, which 
were discussed at the October 2021, meeting.  The 
Consistory had agreed to suggest changes to Article VIII of 
the Constitution regarding the number of members on the 
Nominating Committee (reducing from 5 to 3) with 
additional members named at the discretion of the 
President of Consistory, as well as removing language in 
Article VIII that Consistory members could not be re-
elected to consecutive terms.  These proposed revisions to 
the Constitution were to have been discussed and voted 
upon at the February 2022, Congregational meeting.  
However, the proposed revisions were inadvertently not 
addressed.  Jen Lucas made a motion to reaffirm the 
proposed changes in Article VIII (which would reduce the 
number of members on the Nominating Committee from 5 
to 3, with additional members named at the discretion of 
the President of the Consistory, as well as removing 
language that Consistory members could not be re-elected 
to consecutive terms) and to bring the recommended 
revisions to the Constitution to the December 11, 2022, 
Annual Meeting for approval by the Congregation.  Jill 
Dickman seconded the motion. Motion passed.   

New Business: 
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 Susan Braun announced that the 2023 Consistory Search 
Committee consists of Fred Scheer, Jennifer Ginter, and 
Janet Gibson. The following names are those who have 
accepted a position.  For Deacon (four needed), Ruth 
Knous, Marsha Heckler, one person who has not committed 
yet, and one vacant spot. For Elders, Kelly Kill has accepted, 
and one vacant spot remains.  For Trustee, Larry Kill.  Lori 
Now made a motion to approve said nominations. 
DeWayne Marsee seconded. Motion passed. 

 Pastor Rhonda asked Consistory about reimbursing 
Jeanette Tangeman for gas as she has been transporting a 
member, who doesn’t drive, back and forth to Miami Valley 
Hospital to visit with the member’s spouse. Rhonda asked 
about the gas/mileage money budgeted for the Senior 
Pastor, and offered that since she doesn’t use that money, 
or turn in receipts to be reimbursed if it could it be offered 
to Jeanette.  After some discussion, it was determined that 
Pastor Rhonda can use her Pastor’s Discretionary account 
to purchase a gas card for Jeanette. 

  
There being no further matters to discuss, Larry Kill made the 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Becky Anderson seconded the 
motion; the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Braun, 2022 Consistory President 
Carolyn Garrison, Administrative Assistant 
 

 

DON’T FORGET 

 

Deadline for articles, 
announcements, etc. for the 

January 2023 Communicator will 
be December 15th due to the 

holidays 

 



21  

 

 

 

 



22  

 

 


