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Lions District 35-I Monthly Newsletter 

News and Updates 
March  Issue 7 for the 2023 — 2024 Lions’ Year 

What makes a Family? 

Since the beginning of time, there was the family unit…often 
referred to as a tribe. It wasn’t what we consider now a 
traditional one made up of a father, mother, and child…but it 
was family. 

Webster not only defines family in the traditional sense, but also 
as ‘a group of people united by certain convictions or a 
common affiliation; fellowship,  community of interest, activity, 
feeling, or experience.’ Which perfectly describes what Lions are 
supposed to be. 

At our last district meeting I talked about my family. In 1915, a 
year after the start of WW1, Dad became the second born child 
to Mariano and Maria LaSpina and grew up during the 
depression and prohibition. 

During that time, he lost two 
brothers, 6-year-old Vito in 1922 
and 1-year-old Jacob in1924. A 
few years later, when Dad was 
around 15, his mother’s 
depression over the loss of her 
two sons led to her taking her 
life.  

Each event molded Dad into the 
man he became. 

I shared this story only to stress 
that each of our experiences are unique to us.  

No two people experience the same life events. Similar maybe, but not 
the same. All events have shaped our personalities and how we look at life. Each member of 
your club also has a different story to tell. How we respond to their uniqueness and our 
personal interactions with them determines if your club is perceived by others as accepting 
and caring. I’m not saying that bad behavior be condoned or to be ‘Dr. Phil’ analyzing and 
offering life advice. Remember ‘Kindness Matters’, that life is precious and should be handled 
with care. 

 

        Continued next page 

 

Mariano & Maria LaSpina 

Michael (Dad) & Salvatore Vito 
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As in every family there will be times that differences of opinion may cause conflict, but it should 
never lead to separation and loss of fellowship. My greatest desire for every club is for it to be a 
family of like-minded brothers and sisters focused on serving their community and caring for each 
other. 

With much respect, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Michael LaSpina 

District Governor, 35-I 

Famiglia Forte - Family 
Strong 
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ONE 
 

ONE TREE CAN START A FOREST 
ONE DROP OF WATER CAN START AN OCEAN 

ONE SMILE CAN BEGIN A FRIENDSHIP 
ONE GOAL CAN WIN A GAME 

ONE SINGLE FLAME CAN LIGHT THE WAY 
ONE HAND CAN LIFT A SOUL 

ONE CANDLE CAN WIPE OUT THE DARKNESS 
ONE LAUGH CAN CONQUER THE GLOOM 

ONE HOPE CAN RAISE A PERSON’S SPIRITS 
ONE TOUCH CAN SHOW THAT YOU CARE 

ONE SPARK CAN LIGHT A FIRE 
ONE LIFE CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE 

ONE ACT OF KINDNESS CAN CHANGE THE WORLD 

 
BE THE ONE 

 
As Lions we have chosen to give freely of our time and efforts to volunteer 
within our communities and across the world to be............ 
 

THE ONE 
 
Proudly wear your Lions Pin as a symbol everywhere you go of the 
commitment you have made to be..... 
 
 

THE ONE 

1st Vice District Governor’s Message 
 

Lion Patty Jean Strong 
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35-I CLUB NEWS 

CAPE CORAL 

 
1st Vice-District Governor 
Patty Jean inducted two 
new Lions into the Cape 
Coral Club with President 
Amy proudly welcoming 
them. 

VENICE 
Past District Governor William “Bill” 
Moulton from the Cape Coral Lions Club 
received his angel wings. 

Lion Bill was an amazing Lion leader 
and a wonderful musician. 

Christal Snell was installed by Lion 

Jeff Myles on February 15th as 

the newest Venice Lions. Lion 

Christal is sponsored by Lion 

Barbara McGillicuddy. 

IN MEMORIUM 
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March Zone 4 Meeting 

St. Petersburg Lions Club 
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April 35-I Environmental Project 
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Registration Forms  

 

MULTIPLE DISTRICT 35 CONVENTION 

 REGISTRATION 

Use link below to access forms 

http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/p/?LinkId=255141
https://irp.cdn-website.com/484e6df7/files/uploaded/MD35%20May%202024%20Conv%20Reg_Meals.pdf
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PDG Lion Jaquie Tripp 

From the Palm Coast Ormond Beach Observer  

February 22, 2024 

…”Lion Jaquie Tripp is running for International 

Director of Lions Clubs, and in May, during the Lions 

Multiple District convention in Orlando, she will run 

against a candidate from Miami to move on to the next 

level, which involves an interview with an international 

board member…” 

“...The candidates will then continue their campaign for 

international director”. 

“I’m trying to help the Lions Club get fresh ideas, get 
fresh members and do a full refresh; kind of like 
cleaning a closet and rearranging things,” Tripp said. 

 

 

 

 

“You know the difference one Lion can make. You know the difference your club has made. Together, we are changing the world 

one life, one relationship and one community at a time.” 

Dr. Patti Hill 

International President 

2023 — 2024 

Past District Governor Lion Jaquie Tripp was featured in the February 22nd article: 

“Former Seabreeze High School teacher running for Lions Club international director position” 
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