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Parent Opt-out Form
Safe Environment Presentations/Training
Each year parishes in the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings offer safe environment training designed to educate young people regarding safe environments and how to protect themselves.  Our Diocese recognizes that parents are the primary educators of their children.  As a parent, you have the right to allow your children to participate in the safe environment training offered by the parish, or to utilize the programming materials yourself.  If you choose to exclude your child/children from this training, please complete this form but before you do so, please read the following statistics:

· 1 out of every 4 girls is sexually abused. 
· 1 out of every 6 boys is sexually abused. 
· 1 in 5 children are solicited sexually while on the internet. 
· Nearly 70% of all reported sexual assaults (including assaults on adults) occur to children ages 17 and under. 
· The median age for reported child abuse is 9 years old. 
· 85% of child abuse victims never report their abuse. 
· Nearly 50% of all victims of forcible sodomy, sexual assault with an object and forcible fondling are children under 12. 
· More than 90% of abusers are people children know, love and trust. 
· 30-40% of victims are abused by family members
· 50% are abused by someone outside of the family whom they know and trust. 
· Evidence that a child has been sexually abused is not always obvious, and many children do not report that they have been abused. 
· Young victims may not recognize their victimization as sexual abuse. 
· Nearly 70% of child sex offenders have between 1 and 9 victims, and at least 20% have 10 to 40 victims. 
· An average serial child molester may have as many as 400 victims. 
· Nearly 50% of women in prison report that they were abused as children. 
· Over 75% of serial rapists report they were sexually abused as youngsters. 
· The way a victim’s family responds to abuse plays a vital role in how the incident affects the victim. 
· Sexually abused children who keep it a secret or who “tell” and are not believed are at greater risk than the general population for psychological, emotional, social, and physical problems often lasting into adulthood. 
· Women who report childhood rape are 3 times more likely to become pregnant before age 18. 
· An estimated 60% of teen first pregnancies are preceded by experiences of molestation, rape, or attempted rape. The average age of their offender is 27 years old. 
· Victims of child sexual abuse are more likely to be sexually promiscuous. 
· More than 75% of teenage prostitutes have been sexually abused. 
· An estimated 42 million survivors of childhood sexual abuse exist in America today. 

Consequences of child sexual abuse begin affecting children and families immediately.  They also affect society in innumerable and negative ways.  These effects can continue throughout the life of the survivor so the impact on society for just one survivor continues over multiple decades.  Try to imagine the impact of 42 million survivors –the number of survivors in America today.  Prevention education is proven to be effective in reducing these statistics.  We can all play a role in protecting children! Together we can make a difference.  

“The Diocese of Great Falls-Billings and I take very seriously the responsibility of ensuring that our parishes and schools are safe, open, welcoming, and protective of all people, especially our children. It is a shared responsibility with you. The U.S. Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People and our own safe environment policies require that all children in our parishes and schools receive age-appropriate safety training on an annual basis. We are using either the Circles of Care or the Circle of Grace program which help children and young people understand their own sacredness, the sacredness of others, and how to seek help through their relationships with trusted adults. Boths programs are strongly rooted in our Catholic moral teaching. It is NOT a sex education program. These are not easy subjects to talk about, but our program can aid parents in discussing these sensitive issues directly with their children. Parents can review the content of this curriculum by contacting your parish’s director of religious education, the school principal, or the diocesan safe environment coordinator.
In Christ,
 [image: ]
Jeffrey Fleming
Bishop of Great Falls-Billings”
Please return this form to your parish religious education director; our diocese must comply with the USCCB Office of Child Protection in tracking every child.









To:	Parish Religious Education Director

From:  _________________________________________________________						(print your name here)

I am requesting that my child/children be out of the classroom when Safe Environment training takes place.
1. The name(s) of my child/children I am requesting not receive this instruction:

Name                                         Grade                   Classroom Teachers
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________


Please provide a reason(s) why you have chosen to have your child/children opt-out of this training. ￼          q check here if your child(ren) received this training at school.


2. ____ I prefer to present these materials to my child/children in our home.
____ I have received the age-appropriate teaching materials from the religious educator at our parish.
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Parent/Guardian Signature	Date
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Parent Letter Advising of Training Dates

<Place on Parish Letterhead>						<Date>

RE:	Safe Environment Program		

Dear Parent,

Out of concern for all God’s people and in response to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, we will be presenting a safe environment curriculum for our children and young people which is supported and mandated by the Bishop of the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings.

“Dioceses will establish ‘safe environment’ programs. They will cooperate with parents, civil authorities, educators, and community organizations to provide education and training for children, youth, parents, ministers, educators, and others about ways to make and maintain a safe environment for children. Dioceses will make clear to clergy and members of the community the standards of conduct for clergy and other persons in positions of trust with regard to sexual abuse.”  - Article 12 of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People

We have taken many steps in recent years to do our part in ensuring that your children are in a safe place when they participate in our program.  All of our staff and volunteers have received the required background checks and training.  The goal of our appropriate age lessons is to equip our children and young people by arming them with essential knowledge and skills grounded in the richness of our faith.  This program helps children and young people to understand their own and other’s dignity in mind, body, and spirit.

The program for children in grades
Date:		
Time:		

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Pastor
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If this form is not returned by, . we will assume you
support your child’s attendance at this parishischool training.
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