LABOR DAY 2026
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
Our Fundraiser was a success! Our profit was over $14,000. We sold out of Stew, BBQ, and Ribs. For the first time ever, we sold all the baked goods, and the Bingos were well attended. Enough Potato Choppers and Tater Toters showed up which allowed the job to be completed in 45 minutes.
The temperature on the 6th and 7th was the hottest ever and the folks in the meat house are to be commended for their perservance.  Among those who helped were Billy Brink, Brian Carrico, Bill Connolly, Matt Connolly, John Czermak, Daniel Eck, Adrian Eckl, Aaron Eckl, Alan Eckl, Anthony Eckl, Peter Eckl, Samuel Eckl, Louis Epping, Joe Lamprecht, David Lewis, Donna & Ralph Peters, Steve Sims, Lawrence Specker, Mike Stumpe, Tristan Vandiver, and Kyle Vogel.
The weather was in the upper nineties when Billy Brink and Anthony Eckl cut the grass.  God bless them! 
I would especially like to thank the following volunteers who served in a leadership role during this fundraiser: Paul & Anne Bernauer, Jean Buffler, Brian & Maryann Carrico, John Connolly, Matt Connolly, Tommy Eck, Alan & Maria Eckl, Anthony Eckl, Jerry Eckl, the Eckl Boys’ Meat House Clean Team, John Foster, Frances Holder, Cynthia Johnson, Frank Mecke, Eddie Krieger,  Angie Locker, John Locker, Karen & Tom Minnelli, Mary Beth Passarella, Ralph & Donna Peters, Allen Peters, Marty Peters, Mary Jo Rivera, Mike Stumpe, Paul & Cindy Stumpe, Elizabeth Vandiver, and Cindy Varner. Truly, it does takes a village. Your efforts did not go unnoticed nor unappreciated.  Thank you!
I would also like to thank the dozens and dozens of volunteers who worked one of the shifts and/or helped with the potato chopping.  Some of you worked multiple shifts because we were short-handed. Some of you performed multiple jobs and some of you were on-site for 20 to 25 hours during the two-day period. Thank you!
Our youngest worker was Clara Sherer and our oldest worker was Charlie Meyer. We also had two parishioners from St. Joseph Church, Chris Tant and George Makowski, who came help.
There were many young people that helped in various ways. Aimee Pham was the only young person who helped clean the picnic grounds the week before Labor Day. Ann Margaret Chaney, Willow Craig and her friend Arabella Marquez, and Miranda & Tomas Padgett helped with the Afternoon Bingo. Brennan Mitchell, Brandon Vandiver, and Tristen Vandiver helped on Sunday with the fires for the BBQ.  Nizhoni McGee and Kinyaa’aanii McGee and their parents sold Ice Cream for the Afternoon Bingo. Ann Margaret Chaney helped her mother Teresa Chaney with Children’s Bingo.  Harrison Foster, Jay David Foster, and Whit Chaney helped John Foster and Brad Chaney clean the pots before and after the cooking of the stew.  Mathias Brunk helped cut meat.These young people are our future. Thank you!

I would like to thank all that donated money, food for the Workers’ meals, Bingo prizes, $50 Gift cards, and Baked goods. Finally, I would like to thank all that purchased baked goods, played bingo, and/or bought Chicken Stew, Ribs, and/or BBQ.  A special thanks goes to Bonnie Bernauer who donated a handmade quilt for the Raffle. Thank you!
Deacon Steve Kirkpatrick donated ribs and smoked them with the help of Brian Carrico. Andres & Mary Jo Rivera helped wrap the ribs. Thank you!
In this church community, this fundraiser is a long-standing tradition (Been cooking since1874).   I would like to recognize several families and individuals that have moved into our church community during the last few years and have now become part of the tradition.  Those families and individuals include the Rubios, McGees, Mauters, Brunks, Lisa Wells, and Patrick Cromwell.  Thank you!
Thanks to the office staff for their contributions. For many years, Price & Cathy Harrison have donated the tent for the Bake Sale. Thank you!
A special thanks goes to the Parish Council: Jerry Eckl, Matt Connolly, Megan Eck, Elizabeth Vandiver, Joe Albright, and Teresa Chaney. They were super in helping sell raffle tickets, preordering Boston Butts & Ribs and signing up workers.  They also provided other valuable tasks. Thank You!
I am so grateful to Brian and Maryann Carrico who will be our new chairs next year. They are hardworking and most generous with time, talent, and treasure.  Please give them your support in 2027. I would like to request that all parishioners give the Carricos the same level of support that I received this year.  I am personally committed to helping them make the 2027 Fundraisers even more successful than 2026.  
There is great satisfaction in doing something that benefits our church.  Many donated time; many donated talents; many donated treasure; some donated time, talents, and treasure. Thank you! 
Carolyn Eck, Chair
9.18.2026

