

CHRISTMAS for the BENEDICTINES
St. Michael’s Parish experienced several changes during 2025.  Parishioners bid farewell to Abbot Cletus Meagher O.S.B., who served for almost four years.  We welcomed Father Patrick Egan, O.S.B. in June. The Benedictines have served our parish for 150 years.
Many thanks to Mike Stumpe and the Maintenance Committee for selfless service in completing several maintenance projects. These projects include completion of heating and cooling units in the School Building, expansion and re-paving of the handicap parking lot, new outdoor security lights, and new heating/air unit in the Church Office.
The Altar Society has agreed to chair the parish’s long-time tradition of providing Christmas for the Benedictines. This year, the Altar Society is dedicating this appeal to the honor of Abbot Cletus Meagher, O.S.B.
The Altar Society will begin accepting monetary gifts beginning Sunday, November 16 in the specially marked envelope that can be placed in the collection basket.  You can either mail your donation to the church using the enclosed envelope or deliver it directly to the church office.  The money collected will be used to buy gifts from a wish list provided by the Benedictines.
Our committee reached out to the Benedictines for their input for our gifts.  Included is the feedback that was received from the Benedictines. 
Father Pascal suggested two tables and eight chairs for the dedicated classroom used for the training the monks in formation. As part of the new formation wing, the young monks will have an area to study, read, and learn about Benedictine monastic tradition. Father Pascal also said that the monks really love and are very much appreciative of the gift cards.
Sister Elisabeth expressed a need for a new ice machine. Any contribution to this project is appreciated.  Another suggestion was dessert plates intended for use during special events in both the Retreat Center and the Dining Hall.  Sister Elisabeth also said that the sisters love the gift cards.
Our help has been appreciated.   Please be generous. Our goal for the past three years has been $10,000 which we met each year. This year, the Altar Society has set a goal of $10,000 so that we can meet what is really a need of the Benedictines, not a want. The Altar Society believes that St. Michael’s Parish will continue to honor and support these sister and monks who devote themselves to serving God in our church community and elsewhere. 
This tradition of Christmas sharing will bring happiness and joy not only to the monks and the sisters but will surely bring God’s Grace and Blessings to us as a parish.  This parish of St. Michael’s has long defined itself by its generosity. Let us continue to be known by this characteristic.  This endeavor requires the support of the entire parish. The committee is grateful for your generosity.
Anyone who wishes to travel to Cullman on December 19, please text or call Carolyn Eck at 256-436-2045 or call the church office at 256-764-1885. We will deliver gifts, attend Mass with the sisters, and eat lunch with the monks.
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