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SPY Ministry – First Communion Preparation
Student-Parent-Parish Covenant

The First Communion Preparation program at St. Paul’s is a 2-year program for youth (6th through 12th grade) who have already been baptized, but desire to receive Jesus Christ in Holy Eucharist. And through this journey, will also receive First Reconciliation. There are different requirements depending on if the student is entering Year-1 or returning to begin Year-2. As a student in First Communion Prep., to successfully complete the program, both Year-1 and Year-2 requirements must be met as listed below:

Requirements of the Year-1 Student (ONLY for Year-1 students to initial):
____Attend Mass every week and on Holy Days of Obligation (attendance will be tracked)
____Attend SPY meetings of applicable grade (SPY MID: 6-8 grade and SPY HI: 9-12 grade): No more than 5 absences allowed
____Turn in a copy of student Baptismal Certificate by 15 November
· Certificate must show “sacramental annotations” (usually recorded on the back)

[bookmark: _Hlk200538863]Requirements of the Year-2 Student (ONLY for Year-2 students to initial):
____Attend Mass every week and on Holy Days of Obligation (attendance will be tracked)
____Attend applicable grade SPY meetings: No more than 5 absences allowed
____Attend 8 Sacrament-specific lessons: No more than 1 absence allowed
· Held on Tuesday evenings starting 15 December (see calendar)
[bookmark: _Hlk200539227]____Attend Retreat (20-21 November)
· $25 cost (due by 15 November)
· This retreat will be in Marist Hall
· The retreat will end around 6pm after attending the 5pm Mass on Saturday, 21 November (parents/guardians/families are encouraged to attend this Mass)
*SPY HI students* are to arrive by 6pm on Friday evening (20 November)
· It will be an overnight stay for high school students, so they will need to bring a sleeping bag/change of clothes/toiletry items/etc.
· Missing this retreat will require attendance at the 3-day Idaho Catholic Youth Conference (ICYC) scheduled for 5-7 March 2027 (estimated cost: $300)
*SPY MID students* are to arrive by 9am Saturday morning (21 November)
· For middle school students, this is a day retreat, NOT overnight
· In place of attending this retreat, middle school students may choose to attend the diocese’s Jr. High Rally at Holy Apostles in Meridian on 14 November (cost: TBD)

____10 volunteer service hours (see “Works of Mercy” form) due by 31 March
·   Year-1 students can begin working these hours before entering Year-2
____Participate in First Reconciliation on 26 & 29 April
____Learn/memorize the required prayers (see Prayer handout)
· [bookmark: _Hlk204846547]Prayers must be recited from memory (in English or Spanish) during the Spring Interview process held 9 & 10 May
· Year-1 students should begin learning these prayers immediately

[bookmark: _Hlk200539846]I, ______________________________, as the student attending the First Communion Preparation program at St. Paul’s in Nampa, understand this program is a 2-year commitment. I acknowledge my responsibilities as a Year-1 student, and if now entering Year-2, I understand the above criteria and the requirements asked of me to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion. I will do my part to be as successful as possible. I also pledge to be respectful of my peers and those in charge while attending youth ministry activities/events. Finally, I am committed to being an active Catholic who practices my faith.

[bookmark: _Hlk200539995]I, ______________________________, the parent/guardian of the above-named, understand the 2-year commitment and that this youth must meet the listed requirements to successfully complete the First Communion Preparation program. As such, I will do my part to ensure they have what they need to succeed, to include but not limited to, praying together at home and attending Mass regularly.

On behalf of St. Paul’s Catholic Church’s Youth Ministry Program, I, Steven Green, the Director of Youth Ministry, promise to be a faithful Catholic who demonstrates a love for the spiritual and intellectual needs of the student. Furthermore, I vow to adhere to the moral teachings of the Church and help the student develop a relationship with God and His Church that will last beyond youth ministry. My aim is to provide the tools necessary for the student to live out his/her Catholicism every day. 

Student Signature: _________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________ Date: ____________

Director of YM Signature: ___________________________ Date: ____________
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