TIGHTEN UP ON

TRACEABILITY

Charcroft’s Steven Tait and Debbie Rowland assess whether the supply-chain
is ready for the anti-counterfeiting trade agreement ACTA

Proposed for introduction in the first
quarter of 2014, the multi-national anti-
counterfeiting trade agreement (ACTA) has
renewed interest in the humble certificate
of conformity (CofC) as a major tool in the
war against counterfeit components.

distributor to confirm that they have
complied with the terms of the purchase
order.

Getting a certificate of conformity can
be a challenge, however, even from a
franchised distributor, particularly if the
inventory has been held for a number of
years. There can also be problems with
CofCs on scheduled deliveries, with
some OEMs reporting that a certificate
of conformity has been received with
the first shipment of a scheduled order,

The aim of ACTA is to provide an
international standard and legal framework
for enforcing intellectual property rights on
all types of goods, from pirate copies of the
latest blockbuster film, to designer clothing,
domain names and electronic components.
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To protect themselves against the risks associated with the
use of counterfeit components, more OEMs are demanding
full traceability for each batch of components, even when
sourcing product from franchised sources. In theory, it should
be quite simple for a franchised distributor to provide a CofC
for any component, but the reality can be very different.
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