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Human Capital/Labor Force
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Labor Force Participation Estimate: January 2023-March 2026
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Industries/Economies Top 5 SCEDD Region Industries by GDP ($Millions)

Top 5 SCEDD Region Industries by Number of Jobs

Chart 8

Chart 9
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Number of Jobs for Top 3 Sectors in 10 Smallest SCEDD Counties

Average Annual Wages for Top 3 Sectors in 10 Smallest SCEDD Counties

Chart 11
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Natural Resources Soil Grade by County

County Dominant Texture Soil Score Sand/Silt/Clay
Adams

Clay

Franklin

Hall

Hamilton

Harlan

Howard

Kearney

Merrick

Nuckolls

Phelps

Webster
Table 1

Chart 14

Water Quality Score by County
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No data available
for Harlan, Nuckolls 
and hel s coun es
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Infrastructure - Transportation

Chart 15

SCEDD Region Mode of Transport to Work

Transportation Profile by County

County # of Airports* Track Miles Culverts

Adams 1

Clay 1
Franklin
Hall
Hamilton 1
Harlan 1
Howard
Kearney 1
Merrick 1
Nuckolls 1
Phelps 1
Webster 1

Table 2 Note   of air orts  in bold are air orts that have 10,000  de lane ents annuall  The region s other 
air orts have bet een 2,500 and 10,000 de lane ents annuall
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Infrastructure - Energy
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Infrastructure - Higher Education

Chart 16

Enrollment by Higher Education Institution
in SCEDD Region - Fall 2024

University of Nebraska

Chart 17

Enrollment by Institution: Fall 2014 to Fall 2024
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Infrastructure - Broadband

SCEDD Region Broadband Service

Fiber

United States

Chart 18

Chart 19

Broadband Service by County

Fiber
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“While significant 
progress has been made 
in improving average 
broadband service in 
Nebraska, it is evident that 
further progress remains 
to be made in connecting 
outstanding underserved 
and unserved locations.”

Nebraska Broadband Office

Figure 3

Chart 20

Number of Locations Where Broadband Has Been Added: by Year and County
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Infrastructure - Healthcare

Figure 4

The Nebraska Hospital Association Member Hospitals

The Nebraska Hospital 

members across the state, 

Hospitals to urban medical 
centers to academic 

11

South Central Economic Development DistrictSummary Background • Infrastructure • Healthcare



Nebraska

NHA Member Hospitals in SCEDD Region

County Hospital City Type

Adams

Clay
Franklin CAH

Hall
Hall
Hamilton CAH

Harlan CAH

Howard CAH

Kearney CAH

Merrick CAH

Nuckolls CAH

Phelps CAH

Webster CAH
Table 3

Chart 21

Number of Long-Term Care Facilities by County
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Overview
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SWOT Survey
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National Risk Index

Community Resilience Challenges Index

SCEDD County Resilience by CRCI
(A higher CRCI means greater community resilience;

50 is the United States average)

Chart 22
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Economic Resilience



Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) 

Chart 23

Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) by County
(A Higher HHI means less industry diversity)
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Summary: 

Priority #1: Community Development/Quality of Life

Figure 5

2025 Nebraska Population Health & Well-Being

SCEDD County’s Population Health and Well-Being Rating 
Relative to Average Nebraska County

Chart 24

About the Same

“Having an outside voice to come in and 
have those conversations adds value. The 
community feels like they’re being listened to.”

Michael Krings, City Administrator
City of Minden

20 South Central Economic Development District

STRATEGIC DIRECTION/ACTION PLAN
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Figure 6   Visit nrocne.com

“You need that communication. You need 
that involvement amongst leaders of your 
community to actually help with vision. 
Community engagement is very important.”

Jeff Hofaker, Executive Director
Phelps County Development Corporation

“Having that fresh and outside perspective 
is always helpful when you’re working on 
community revitalization and particularly 
with underutilized assets.”

Cassie Paben, Economic Development Director
City of Superior

Scan the QR Code to view
the NROC Impact Map

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy • 2026-2031 Strategic Direction/Action Plan • Priority #1: Community Development/Quality of Life



Evaluation Framework: 

Methodology: 

Potential Partners

Metrics

Priority #1: Community Development/Quality of Life
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Summary: 

o n cce n or

Priority #2: Housing Home Ownership Rates by County

Median Gross Rent by County
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Chart 25

Chart 26

$776$776
$772$772
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“We need workforce housing the average 
person can afford. It is a challenge for blue 
collar and entry-level workers.”

Alyssa Heagy, Former Executive Director,
Next Point Home Development,

Central Nebraska Nonprofit Developer
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c o or e en r e e o n

Percentage of 0-1 Bedroom Occupied
Housing/Rental Units

Mean Asking Price of Houses for Sale by County
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Chart 27

Chart 28

“Workforce housing prices are rising despite 
new builds. Supply is increasing but demand 
is too, keeping prices high.”

Miles McGinnis, Economic Development Director,
City of Central City

“Reducing the risk of home building in 
bedroom communities is a need.
We cannot do it alone and need to offset the 
risk, so they build in smaller communities that 
need housing.”

Dusty Newton, Administrator
Village of Elm Creek
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Evaluation Framework: 

Methodology: 

Objective #2: Infrastructure/Investment

Objective #4: Information/Awareness

Potential Partners

Metrics

Priority #2: Housing
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Summary: 

Priority #3: Childcare
“Access to child care means so many things.
In some counties there is access, but people 
are not using as the cost of care outweighs 
what the workforce can afford.”

Shonna Werth, Community Systems and
Engagement Manager, Communities for Kids (C4K)

“Many working parents still struggle to access 
affordable, quality child care, which costs the 
state’s economy an estimated $1.0 billion each 
year in lost earnings and productivity.”

First Five Years Fund

Percentage of Survey Respondents Who Reported
It Was Somewhat or Very Difficult to Find Childcare

Chart 29

Chart 30

Number of Licensed Childcare Provider (2024)
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“There are no shortcuts to addressing all the 
child care needs. We walk alongside entities 
by looking at the whole landscape, the needed 
partners, funding sources; every community 
has different assets that can work.”

Shonna Werth, Community Systems and
Engagement Manager, Communities for Kids (C4K)

Chart 31

Childcare Gap by County
5,000
4,500
4,000

2,500
2,000

500
0

Childcare Gap

2424
420420

4242 5757
460460 440440 7676 470470
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Evaluation Framework: 

Methodology: 

Objective #4: Subsidies to Low-Moderate Income (LMI) Families

Potential Partners Metrics

Priority #3: Childcare
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Summary: 

Priority #4: Industry/Workforce Development

“We need to see what other states are doing 
to recruit our people. Especially if there’s a 
program that’s working for one of the states 
right next to us.”

Jeff Hofaker, Executive Director
Phelps County Development Corporation

“Elected officials want business development 
boiled down to a succinct soundbite of 
how this program was successful in other 
communities and how it can be applied here.”

Andrew Brittenham, City Manager
City of Superior

Community Development/
Quality of Life

Industry/
Workforce

Development

Figure 7
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Evaluation Framework: 

Methodology: 

Objective #4: Promote Tourism

Potential Partners

Metrics

Priority #4: Industry/Workforce Development
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Adams County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Adams County to Nebraska

Adams County Nebraska (All)

4

Median Household Income

1
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Buffalo County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Buffalo County to Nebraska

Nebraska (All)

4

Median Household Income

1
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Clay County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Clay County to Nebraska

Clay County Nebraska (All)

4

Median Household Income

1
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Franklin County
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Franklin County Nebraska (All)
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Hall County
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Comparison of Hall County to Nebraska

Hall County Nebraska (All)
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1
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Hamilton County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Hamilton County to Nebraska

Hamilton County Nebraska (All)
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1
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Harlan County
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Harlan County Nebraska (All)
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Howard County
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Kearney County
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Merrick County
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Total Households

Comparison of Merrick County to Nebraska

Merrick County Nebraska (All)
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Nuckolls County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Nuckolls County to Nebraska

Nuckolls County Nebraska (All)
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Phelps County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Phelps County to Nebraska

Phelps County Nebraska (All)

4

Median Household Income

1
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Webster County

2Total Employer Establishments

Total Households

Comparison of Webster County to Nebraska

Webster County Nebraska (All)

4

Median Household Income

1
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