


Jesus came to establish God’s Kingdom on earth where 
ALL people would believe in Him and God’s love for us.  
In and through His words and actions, Jesus planted the 
“seeds” of His Kingdom and asked His disciples to pray 
that “Thy Kingdom come.”  Since then, God’s Kingdom 
has been growing, albeit slowly, and often with                          
challenges. As His ministry on earth came to a close,                      
Jesus gave His disciples a mandate, a mission to                          
continue to build up His Kingdom. 
 

We build up His Kingdom in two ways. First, we have to 
learn to become Disciples. A disciple is one who learns 
from a teacher.  It means we have to deepen our belief 
in Jesus and learn from Him which we, in our parish, are 
doing in a number of ways. Our Faith Formation                     
Program focuses not only in educating children but their 
parents as well. Additionally, we offer Bible studies, a 
Men’s group, a Lenten parish retreat, Vacation Bible 
Camp and individual spiritual direction. Probably the 
best way to learn what it means to be a disciple is by 
participating at Mass, where we listen to God speaking 
to us through the scriptures and are   nourished by the 
Eucharist.  As we continue to grow in our knowledge of 
Jesus and his teachings, we develop a more personal 
and intimate relationship with Him and want to share it 
with others. 

Once we know what it 
means to be a disciple, 
we are now called to 
Evangelize, to share our 
faith with others with 
the hope that they too 
will become a disciple.   
 

While faith may be personal, it should never be private. 
Personal witness and interaction are the best way to 
share our faith with others.  In our parish, we evangelize 
in many ways.  Faith first begins with parents sharing 
their faith with each other and their children at home 
and at church.  We’ve worked hard to make Mass, our 
parish, and other activities welcoming, faithful, and                  
engaging.  
 

We also evangelize by sharing our faith with other 
groups. Our dedicated service ministries extend to the                                 
Correctional Complex, the State Hospital, My Brother’s 
Keeper, Fr. Bill’s Place, St. Vincent de Paul Society, our 
annual Youth Mission Trip, and through our vibrant                  
Campus Ministry to the BSU students. 
 

The work of spreading the Gospel is both a privilege and 
a responsibility. It requires not only our prayers and 
efforts, but also our ongoing support. Your continued 
involvement and financial contributions are essential to 
sustaining and expanding our mission. They enable us 
to support our ministries, engage in outreach activities, 
and invest in the spiritual growth of our parish and the 
broader community. 
 

In this pivotal time, let us reaffirm our commitment to 
growing as disciples and to advancing the cause of 
Christ. Your involvement and support are the pillars that 
uphold our collective mission and enable us to make a 
lasting impact. Thank you for your dedication and                   
generosity. Together, let us continue to move forward 
with faith, purpose, and a heart full of hope for the            
future.  - Fr. Devine 

Water Balloon fun at Vacation Bible Camp 

Easter Mass, 2024 

Altar Server trip to Canobie Lake Park 

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR 



In his Gospel account, Saint Luke the Evangelist tells us that our Lord’s mission was                   
always to “proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God.” According to Luke, for                  
Jesus, this was a “must” (Lk 4:43) – “I must proclaim” (Lk 4:43), He told His disciples. 
Our Lord’s use of the imperative “must” suggests that the Kingdom of God needs to be                
proclaimed with urgency; it needs to reach the ends of the earth – that is everyone.  

 

The Church, throughout the centuries, has taken the words of Jesus to heart, in how she lives, prays, and works. 
For we must go out, proclaim, and make known what Jesus Himself has accomplished - our salvation.  
 

Yet, how do we do that? By living out in the joy which that message has brought us. Saint Pope Paul VI in Evangelii 
Nuntiandi stated that: “the gospel must be proclaimed by witness.” He emphasized that faithful witnesses “radiate 
in an altogether simple and unaffected way their faith in values that go beyond current cultural values… [it is] 
through this wordless witness, that Christians [are able] to stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of those who 
see how they live.”  Questions like: Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or who is it that                        
inspires them? Why are they in our midst?” (EN.21).  
 

In other words, when we live on this earth as we                 
desire to live in the Kingdom of Heaven, others who 
may not yet know Christ will be moved to seek the 
source of our hope. Therefore, how we live this 
hope is the first step in evangelization.  
 

Our parish is a shining example of what it means to 
be an evangelizer. With numerous ministries, from 
the solemn duty of proclaiming the Word of God at 
Mass to the challenging and sometimes daunting 
task of navigating security points at the State Prison, 
we bring the good news of the Kingdom to all. 
 

Also, as you see in the many pictures in our report, 
we, as a community, have accomplished so much, 
and while the Kingdom is already here, it is not yet 
fully realized. Our mission continues. Our mission to 
“go out and make disciples of all nations” (Mt. 28:19) 
continues. Thank you for being on and supporting 
this mission. May God continue to bless you in your 
faith.  - Fr. Rodrigo 

A NOTE FROM FR. RODRIGO 

Mission Trip students and chaperones departing for a week-long Mission Trip in Knoxville, TN 

BSU Campus Ministry Tubing Trip 

BSU Campus Ministry Weekend Retreat 



DISCIPLESHIP AND EVANGELIZATION  
THROUGH MUSIC 

 

First, we start with a prayer. At choir rehearsals, I mean. I don’t think I’m particularly good at  
leading prayer. If I don’t have a prayer at the ready, my mind sometimes just goes blank or I 
end up in a loop I can’t seem to escape. Despite the risk, I know it's important that we ask the 
Lord to bless us and aid us in our singular purpose - to prepare our music so that we may give 

glory and praise to Him and lead others to do the same at Holy Mass. But the theme of this annual report isn’t     
prayer, it’s discipleship and evangelization! So why do I bring this up?  
 

When I first moved to Boston in 1987 to pursue a Master's Degree in Piano Performance, I somewhat                            
reluctantly got involved in the music ministry at a nearby church - my first ever experience doing so! By the grace of 
God, I had excellent role models in the music directors there. And, yes, we always began rehearsals with a prayer! 
What I didn’t yet realize was that I had actually moved to Boston to reaffirm my faith as an adult, and ultimately      
pursue a career serving the church through music.  
 

The people I met at that time, both ordained and laity, had a profound effect on my faith and helped deepen my 
understanding and appreciation of the Mass and liturgical music. No one said to me that they were going to                   
evangelize me. If they had, I’m sure I would have bolted!  
 

Discipleship and evangelization can happen through kindness,                        
friendship, simple actions and gestures that are inclusive and welcoming. 
It is truly like the gentle breeze and not the storm. We are all capable of                            
evangelization by authentically living our faith life for others to see,                            
and yes, even through our shared love for music and music-making. 
 

As your Music Director, my prayer is for all to feel welcome to engage 
with our ministry, to increase participation, grow choir membership and 
for our current and faithful music ministers to remain engaged,                             
challenged and open to the Holy Spirit working through them. Huh,                       
I guess that wasn’t so hard after all.  - Paul Hoffman, Music Director 

BUILDING GOD’S KINGDOM GRADE BY GRADE  
 

The Faith Formation Program has the privilege of building God’s Kingdom by evangelizing 
young hearts and minds to know God, to love God, and to serve God in this life and be with 
Him forever in the next. With your prayerful, financial, and practical support, we held more 
in-person classes for Grades 1-8. Our youngest parishioners benefited from being together in 
a classroom community. One of my favorite activities the fifth graders did was “A Letter to a 
Friend.” In these letters, they told a friend why they believed in Jesus and they encouraged their friend to do the 
same. Our Confirmation students had the unique opportunity to listen to guest speakers who not only talked about 
the topic, but who also witnessed the truth and beauty of our Catholic faith. These speakers ranged from                     
parishioners to deacons to a Catholic TV personality. They heard from converts who chose to become Catholic,     
others who had walked away and then returned to their faith, and still others who stayed the course because they 
found strength and consolation in their faith.  
 

In our ministry, it is typically adults evangelizing students. There are instances, however, when students evangelize 
each other. This summer we had a middle school student requesting the sacraments of First Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion. When asked why, the       
response was that a friend had done the same 
thing the year before and had shared his                         
experience.  
 

This is evangelization and how we build God’s 
Kingdom, by simply sharing the message of Jesus 
Christ with our friends and family.  
 

- Debbie Hill, Faith Formation Director Confirmation, May 2024 

Children’s Choir 



 

SPREADING CHRIST’S LOVE 
 

Sitting in the front office allows me the privilege of assisting everyone I encounter with                      
whatever needs they have. As a disciple of Jesus, as we all strive to be, I consistently put 
forth an effort to show kindness and mirror His love to all our parishioners, whether it be a 
a family that is new to Bridgewater looking for a parish to call home, a young couple                 
seeking to baptize their child, a family who lost a loved one,  or a new volunteer looking to 
join one of our many ministries.  All of these aforementioned circumstances, and countless  

others, bind us by a single, common thread; our love for our Lord Jesus Christ and the desire to walk on this earth 
in accordance with His will. It is our duty to spread His love to others, and, in doing so, bring others closer to Him.   
 

I firmly believe in the saying you learn what you live, and you live what you learn. We all need to live in a way that 
gives glory to our Lord, so that people may learn from our words and actions, especially if they are lost or                    
wavering. When we feel lost, we need to open our minds and hearts to learn the truth from other disciples; the 
truth which is our Lord Jesus Christ.  I am honored to work for our parish, and I thank all of you for being true                       
disciples of our Lord. Together we will bring others closer to God through our love for Him and His people.  
 

- Tina Larson, Administrative Assistant 

First Eucharistic Procession in over 50 years! June, 2024 

Newly Baptized and Confirmed - Easter Vigil 2024 

Rev. Tom Macdonald at our Lenten Mission 

Over the past few years, our parish has made a                         
conscious effort to not only form strong disciples for 
Christ, but to empower these disciples to go out and 
evangelize, to spread the good news. Three years ago, 
we formed a new Evangelization Committee, which                   
organized parishioner witness talks about how much 
Jesus had changed their lives. Two years ago, a                       
parishioner volunteered to coordinate additional                
Eucharistic Adoration times. She extended an open               
invitation to spend time with Jesus, who is truly present 
in the Eucharist. Also, a generous parishioner donated 
faith-enriching books which our ushers distributed to all 
those who attended Christmas Mass. This year, we              
coordinated our first Eucharistic Procession in over 50 
years through Bridgewater, where we literally brought 
Jesus to the people of the town. Throughout this time 
period, a variety of guest speakers visited the parish 
and gave amazing talks to help us deepen and grow in 
our understanding of the faith. All of these efforts,                 
along with your prayers, led to our largest group                    
of people entering the Church, when we had 12                      
catechumens this past Easter! A typical number is 3, 
maybe 4.     

While these are all fantastic                  
initiatives, there is more to be 
done. There are many who are                  
confused about what the Catholic 
faith is, and what it isn’t. There are others who haven’t 
heard much about the faith at all. ALL baptized                     
Catholics are called to spread the good news about  
Jesus. We commend you in your efforts, but also                      
encourage you to double down and bring more people 
to Christ and His Church! May God bless you and your 
family! - Aaron Durocher, Pastoral Assistant  

GO, THEREFORE, AND MAKE DISCIPLES  
OF ALL NATIONS 



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 



FROM THE FINANCE COUNCIL 
Parish Finance Council Members:  

Maryteresa Crealese (Chair), Michael Berolini, James Gale, Brian Hynes,  
Marc Papasodoro, Scott Smith, and Sheila Whitaker   

 

As Fr. Bill’s opening letter in this report demonstrates, our parishioners’ support is the pillar 
that upholds our collective mission. Our 2024 fiscal year continues to demonstrate the                    
commitment of our parishioners, the dedication of our staff, and the growth of our ministries and volunteers.                     
Financially, our parish maintained consistency in managing expected revenues with expenses and finished the                    
year with a net increase to our consolidated fund balance surplus, which includes both parish and cemetery                     
operations, of approximately $54,300.  This was obtainable by the generosity of our parishioners and careful fiscal                               
management as we continued to ensure that our key ministerial efforts thrive and our properties are appropriately 
maintained. In achieving this, we worked diligently with all parish councils to inventory needed maintenance and 
repairs and we continue to progress on our 3-year plan for capital improvements.  We are grateful for the generous 
support and participation by our parish community. 
 

As your Parish Finance Council, we remain steadfast in our dedication to ensure we are diligent in our stewardship 
of the parish financial condition.  We are grateful for the financial support and dedication of our parishioners and 
the staff that assist with all that we have been able to accomplish in our journey of faith, hope, and purpose in fiscal 
year 2024 and beyond. - Maryteresa Crealese, Chair 
 

On a personal note,  Mary Crealese has faithfully led the Parish Finance Council for the past 10 years and is now                    
leaving the PFC as she begins retirement. Mary’s experience and knowledge as an Audit Partner at KPMG has been                             
invaluable, and has benefited not only the council members, Peter Vitagliano, and the parish in general, but also me                  
personally. Mary has taught me so much and I’m personally grateful for her friendship. - Fr. Devine 

EVANGELIZATION THROUGH STEWARDSHIP 
The 175th Jubilee was a testament to the strength and faith of our parish because of your      
continuous support.  That momentum has continued to carry us and shine light on our calling 
to serve God and His people.  That calling is different and unique to each of us, allowing us                  
to utilize our own talents to bring others to Christ. Finance & Operations involves the                   
stewardship of the generosity we have been given to support the parish, its programs, and 
ministries. It also maintains the parish and its facilities to keep them safe and welcoming.   

 

This past year, we put a major focus on the church itself, and made many repairs and necessary improvements. We 
completely remodeled the lower church with all new pews, sanctuary furniture, and repainting.  The floors were                 
redone with new carpeting and long-lasting laminate flooring. Through the amazing generosity of one of                        
our parishioners, the original upper and lower sacristy vestment cases were removed and replaced with                    
modern and functional units.  Brighter LED lighting was installed where possible, and a new wireless microphone 
system replaced our outdated and often failing equipment. 
 

As we move into the new year, we are continuing to focus on necessary repairs and improvements throughout the 
parish, and  doing our best to solidify the foundation we have built, so that we may continue to serve all of you and 
bring more people closer to God…together. 
 

- Peter Vitagliano, Finance and Operations Manager 

Our newly renovated Lower Church Our Lower Church pew removal volunteers  



Golf Tournament, June 2023 St. Valentine’s Dance, February 2023 

Volunteer Appreciation Social, March 2023 Christmas Bazaar, November 2022 

 THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

St. Valentine’s Day Dance Volunteer Appreciation Social Easter Egg Hunt Several Grade 3 Faith Formation Students 

Delivering food with My Brother’s Keeper 

Members of our Golf Tournament Committee 

Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Dinner 

Our Rummage Sale Volunteers 

Our Christmas Bazaar Volunteers 

One of our 5 First Holy Communion Classes 


